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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister 

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

Kyle

GOD IS FOR US
We live in a special time. And what I find interesting is, no one has ever been able to choose 
when they live, and we somehow get to live in this special time. We are each assigned, so it may 
seem, to our own time, by chance, fate, or divine providence. Whichever the case may be, we 
know for sure that none of us chose to be born. So, here we all are in this new year 2017, each 
tasked and challenged to make something of it. And it has occurred to me for some time now, 
mostly because it’s occurred to people older, smarter, and more experienced than me, that we 
live in a time of transition. And not just any transition, but a large, multi-cultural, even global 
transition when we are trying to discover anew what it means to be human, alive, on this planet, 
in some corner of this rather obscure galaxy called the Milky Way.

There’s a lot that can be said about what’s happening in our world today. But perhaps obviously, 
the thing that keeps calling me, is the movement within Christianity that seems to be crying out 
for us to listen, like the prophet Isaiah cried out before us, “A new thing is springing forth, do you 
not yet perceive it?” I find myself simultaneously thrilled and resentful of being alive in this time 
in human history, and that’s because things are shifting and we get to and have to be a part of it. 
We didn’t choose this, but we might be part of deciding what the next 500 years could look like. 

I think the changes that are happening in Christianity are for the better and for good. There is 
movement towards the mystery of God and away from hard and fast beliefs. The codified doctrine 
that purposely allows some in and keeps others out. Our theology today, as it is being shaped by 
some of the most intelligent and faithful minds and hearts of our generation, (by our generation, I 
mean everyone alive today) is more expansive, compassionate, and inclusive than the centuries 
before, and yet at the same time reclaiming the sacred heart of Jesus’ teachings. We no longer 
need to fight with science because the most cutting edge research does not contradict what 
mystics and the indigenous have known through intuition for centuries. We are all connected. 
We are all related. Everything is energy first, and mass - something tangible - second. There is 
more around us than meets the eye and it’s real.

On Sunday, I quoted Father Richard Rohr saying, “Jesus came not to change God’s mind about 
humanity. Jesus came to change humanity’s mind about God.”

For centuries our theology, both Catholic and Protestant, has been rooted in the notion that 
God was angry with us because of the Garden of Eden. And that God has continued throughout 
scripture, and continues today to be primarily angry with us. And the story has gone that we’ve 
needed Jesus, someone perfect, a perfect human, a human that was actually God, to literally 
protect us from God’s anger and wrath. A notion that God is actually against us, and not for us.

Yet, like all Biblical interpretation, it preferences one idea of who God is, and leaves out others. 
There are many images and ideas of who God is in the Bible … even ideas that contradict each 
other. We have lived with, if not suffered under, the notion of an angry and punitive God for a 
long time - too long - and something is shifting.

What if, we have misunderstood God, in some significant ways, for 2000 years? On one hand, 
of course, that’s insane, but what if Jesus did not come to perform a magic trick to make every 
bad thing we’ve ever done go away, but rather came to show us another way to live, a way to be 
human? A way of being human that was already in sync with the cosmos, the stars and atoms. 
What if God is so fiercely and completely in love, that we confused it with anger and got scared? 
And because of our fear, perhaps we missed that God isn’t mad, just madly in love.

What if God desires for us justice in ways we struggle to live out, compassion in ways we refuse 
to understand, love in ways that honestly blow our minds, so we’d often rather ignore it? What 
if God is not angry with us at all, and never has been, but has simply wanted something more 
for us, and we’ve been taking the long road out of fear? What if, perhaps, we’re on the verge of a 
new understanding that is meant to bring life to us and our children and grandchildren, here and 
now, today, in a way that is meant to free us from unnecessary burdens that our ancestors have 
carried for us for centuries? Perhaps we are the ones that get to write a new page in the history 
books, and perhaps it’s a love story. Whatdya say? Are you up for it?

Blessings and love,
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Christmas Eve Generosity Totals $5,506.46!
For Christmas Eve 2016, the Church Council decided to again give away our Christmas Eve 
offering, to move forward in a spirit of great generosity and love. As with last year, we wanted 
to trust that each of us does our part to faithfully fund the work and ministry of the church 
during the year, so the Christmas Eve Offering should be about Christmas ... and giving ... and 
love, and not about the bills we pay. 

The offering received at all three Christmas Eve services will be given away ... entirely, with two 
worthy causes sharing equally as the recipients of your Christmas Eve 2016 generosity:  Jessi’s 
Wish and United Church Camps. Since the total of Christmas Eve giving (in both Christmas 
Eve envelopes and the loose offerings) totaled $5,506.46, Jessi’s Wish will soon receive a 
check in the amount of $2,753.23. Likewise, we will also send a check for $2,753.23 to United 
Church Camps to help fund outdoor ministry.

Thanks to each and every one of you who gave so generously from your heart this past 
Christmas Eve. Your gift will touch many lives in many ways! To learn more about the two 
organizations that were the recipients of these funds, please refer back to the last two issues 
of the Interpreter! 

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Battery Acid

“Sing God a new song, for God has done marvelous things…” - Psalm 98:1

Some church folk would rather drink battery acid than sing a new hymn. And it’s not just contemporary music they 
resist: even an unfamiliar traditional hymn has them bracing for the fall of civilization. Sing something new? Oh, the 
humanity! It’s like suggesting they dance sky-clad in the moonlight on the village green. 

Yet Scripture commands it: Sing God a new song! Why? Because God has done marvelous things. And God keeps 
doing them, bending history’s moral arc towards justice, inspiring movements of liberating hope, sending prophets 
to stand between tyrants and the poor; freely saving, mending, making joy and making peace. No, the same old 
songs won’t cut it. Only new songs are adequate to the vast, accomplished grace around us.

Of course, scripture isn’t demanding that we scrap every hymn composed before 2016. Our psalmist waxeth 
metaphorical here, and so do I. It isn’t about new songs as such. It’s about the nimbleness of our imaginations, 
the agility of our souls, the creativity of our faith. It’s about whether we look, act, and sound like we belong to an 
original God who makes mercy new every morning, or to a tatty old deity who dozed off after creating and hasn’t 
done much since. 

Worn-out, threadbare songs suit a worn-out faith in a threadbare God. The singing that scripture commands is 
the sound made by people for whom life is all astounding gift, whose alert hearts register the vibrations of mercy 
thrumming everywhere, who love the adventure of marvelous grace, and fear nothing at all except missing the ride.

Prayer

New lives sing new songs, O God. Refresh me now, and let me sing original praise for your wonderful love. Amen.

By Mary Luti

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship

A simple, meditative, communion service.

5:45 - 6:30 PM

There is nothing required. Come as you are

to find a space of rest and reflection and peace.

A short video from www.theworkofthepeople.com 

offers the theme for each service, with scripture, a short 

meditation, silence and simple music.
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Sunday School is back in session! See you on Sundays 
during the 9:00 AM service. Parents should drop 
children off at their classrooms prior to the service. 
Thanks!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

THANK YOU!
The Carnes Family wants to thank everyone who 
brought them food and meals following the birth of 
Josiah. Please stop by the church office to pick up your 
clean dishes ... P.S. Everything was delicious!

BEQUESTS TO SAINT STEPHENS ...
Saints Stephens received bequests from several estates 
during 2016 ... the estate of Glorian Reinke, the estate 
of Dorothy Rahlf, and the estate of Lylas Kanitz. We 
are sincerely grateful and honored by these gifts.

If you would like to leave a legacy gift, we hope you 
will consider including a gift to Saint Stephens United 
Church of Christ in your will or living trust. Such a gift 
is referred to as a charitable bequest. It is easy to do 
and requires only a few sentences in your will or trust 
designating Saint Stephens United Church of Christ as 
a beneficiary. And, you can change your mind at any 
time during your lifetime by simply changing your will 
or trust. 

Bequests may be for a specific item or account or for 
a specific amount of money, may be contingent on 
specific events, or may be for a percentage of your 
estate. If your estate is subject to estate tax, the full 
value of your charitable bequest will be an estate tax 
charitable deduction. Talk to your tax advisor for more 
information about charitable giving!

At 5 PM Monday

Chili with Corn Bread! 
Green Bean Casserole 
Dessert and Beverages

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES  
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are now 
available. If you would like a box, please stop by the 
Scrip table after worship services or stop in the office 
during the week. We’re doing things a little differently 
this year, as we’ve been throwing out too many 
envelopes in recent years. We also recognize that 
many individuals who opt to give electronically may 
no longer need paper envelopes.

Please do NOT use old 2016 envelopes, as your 
number WILL be different for 2017! Instead, stop 
and pick up a new box of 2017 envelopes with a new 
number. If you choose to give without numbered 
contribution envelopes, please be sure to print your 
name on your envelope so we can give you credit on 
your contribution statement at the end of the year.

If you have any questions, please call Tina in the office.

Please write the amount of your donation on the 
outside of your envelope. It makes things easier for 
the counters! Thank you!

THANK YOU! from the Merrill Food Pantry ...
Saint Stephens donated 159 pounds of food this 

month. Your donations are needed & appreciated!
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GIVING PLUS 1 FOR 2017
It’s the new year, and we’re excited to embrace our 
Giving Plus 1 initiative for 2017! The concept is simple:  
Adding $1 each week to what you would normally give 
for your weekly offering. So that means if you were 
normally giving $20 a week, you would give $21 a 
week. And if you normally gave $50 a week, you would 
give $51. If you normally gave $100 a week, you would 
give $101, and so on.

Already donations are beginning to come in with an 
extra dollar “attached” over and above the normal 
donation amount a parishioner might put in for their 
weekly giving amount. This is awesome! While that Plus 
$1 is less than a good cup of coffee, so you probably 
won’t even miss it, and a total of $52 over the course of 
2017 doesn’t seem like a whole lot ... but together the 
impact will be tremendous. 

Give it a try! If you don’t currently give at all, put $1 in 
an envelope each week. Just a simple dollar per week. 
It’s all we’re asking. 

And if you are already a regular giver, 
add $1 to the amount you usually 
give.

Simple. Easy. Powerful when we all 
do it. 

We’re getting excited to see donations 
coming in amounts like for $21, $41, 
$61, and $101. Go ahead! Start now! 

Stay tuned for an evening in January when we’ll explore 
Indian culture and history, making connections and 
deepening our understanding. By the way, if you’re a 
planner, like me, you’ll want to know we’ll be booking 
next years trip very soon.

- Kelly Wallace

P.S. At this time of year, the Oglagla Lakota Oyate on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation depend on Re-Member for even 
more assistance ... with bare necessities like firewood, 
propane, and electricity, as well as coats, boots, and 
bedding. Can you help? Earmark your donations for Re-
Member Winter Needs and put it into the collection 
basket, and we’ll be sure to pass it along to help this 
community weather the winter!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 29 
February 12, 19, 26

Coffee Hour 
February 12, 19, 26

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 

MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

DINNER @ FIVE NEEDS DONATIONS
Dinner @ Five could use a financial boost and we are 
hoping you can help. Whether it’s $5 or $50, if you can 
earmark a bit this month (or perhaps every month) to 
help with this ministry, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Simply mark an envelope with the words “Dinner @ Five 
donation” and drop it into the collection plate or take it 
to the church office. If you put your envelope number 
on your donation, it will appear on your contribution 
statement as a tax-deductible contribution. 

Remember:  SCRIP 
costs you NOTHING 

to use in place of 
cash!
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

 Memorial
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Diana Huston & Lavern Sabatke
 

MEMORIALS

Don’t forget to stop after church or stop by the office to buy Scrip for all your shopping needs 
this week! Work clothes, the January white sale, groceries, gas, going out to eat, ... necessities or 
frivolities ... why not buy everything with Scrip? It’s a great fund raiser for Saint Stephens, and it 

doesn’t cost you a cent!

THIS SUNDAY, JANUARY 15:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Communion in the Pews,  
Sunday School & Nursery; Worship at 10:30 AM 

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM

BREAKING BREAD COMMUNITY MEAL SPONSORED BY SAINT STEPHENS:  January 19

UPCOMING EVENTS

“BREAKING BREAD”
Saint Stephens will be sponsoring “Breaking Bread” (the 
community dinner) on January 19 from 4:30 - 6:00 PM. 
We have sponsored this event for several years. It is open 
to the public free of charge, and is held once a month 
at the Eagles Club. Many other area churches and civic 
groups also take turns sponsoring a Breaking Bread meal.
This event requires volunteers to make it a success, and 
we need your help with pre-event set up, working in the 
kitchen, serving food/beverages, and clean up afterward. 
We also provide dessert, so if you like to bake, donations 
of bars and cookies are greatly appreciated.

A sign up sheet is on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please 
sign up to help!

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, January 19
4:30 - 6:00 PM

Eagles Club
1205 Lake Street

Merrill

Menu:  Hot Turkey Sandwiches, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans

Dessert, Milk, Coffee & Water

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS

President Bill McIntyre
Vice President Kent Reinhardt
Treasurer Sara Zastrow
Secretary Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS ELECTED
Church Council has elected their slate of officers for 
2017. Each member of Council and their corresponding 
office is listed in the handy chart below!

THANK YOU FOR HELPING “UNDECORATE”!
The Usher’s Club wants to thank all of the wonderful 
volunteers who came Saturday to help us undecorate 
the Church. We very much appreciate everyone’s 
efforts. We have a great group of people, and we like 
to have fun and conversation while working. Yet, we 
could always use more helping hands. If you have never 
done so before, please consider joining us to decorate, 
or undecorate, next year.  You will meet some fantastic 
people and have fun doing it!



SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 ... Second Sunday After Epiphany

 Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
 With Communion (Given in the Pews)

 Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Roger & Julie Wendorf and  
Virgil & Marilyn Baumgart. 

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JANUARY 16 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:00 Aerobics

TUESDAY, JANUARY 17 
 10:00 Merrill District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 NO CHOIR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 
 9:30 Former PALS 
 4:30 Breaking Bread Meal 
 Sponsored by St. Stephens @Eagles 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Tiger Cubs 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

NURSERY
Nursery care is available during our 9:00 AM worship 
service. Leave your little ones in the capable hands of our 
nursery volunteers and get the most out of the service!

SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER
While we have contracted for our snow 
removal, there are times when they may not 
be here immediately after the snow falls to get 
the sidewalks cleared, such as during worship 
services. If you can lend a hand on Sunday 
mornings by occassionally picking up a shovel or 
spreading some salt, we’d appreciate it!


