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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

PRESENCE AND GENEROSITY

I hope you will make every effort to join us for worship this Sunday, December 18 … yes, 
I know, I’m sure some of you are like me and cannot believe that it is already halfway 
through December.

I hope you’ll be in worship, because for us, we begin our Christmas celebration this 
Sunday with our church choir concert during 9:00 AM worship. (There is no 10:30 
worship this week.) The adult choir, special ensembles, and our chime choir will all be 
performing. Our children will also lead us again with lighting our fourth Advent candle. 
Not only will we enjoy Advent and Christmas music, we will also celebrate our traditional 
communion on the last Sunday of Advent. We get to remember together again our story 
as we continue to wait for God to come to us again.

And if these are not reason enough to be in church this Sunday, there’s one more thing 
that is most important of all. During worship we will officially say goodbye to Pastor 
Missy as she concludes her ministry with us at Saint Stephens United Church of Christ 
and continues her journey in Wisconsin Rapids. We will participate in what’s called 
a Liturgy of Release. It’s where we use a ritual that releases her from her vows to this 
congregation when she was installed as pastor and teacher at her ordination. This is a 
way to begin the process of acknowledging that beginning January 1, we will no longer 
rely upon her for pastoral care and presence, and her care will be committed to another 
community. 

This is an important piece of the transition between pastors, and even though it is a short 
piece in worship, it’s a ritual that has purpose and meaning and is good for as many of us 
to participate in as possible. I encourage each of you to find Pastor Missy to express your 
own gratitude for her ministry and congratulations for her new call.

Following worship we will also have a time of giving thanks and sharing stories with 
Pastor Missy. Stick around after worship, and at 10:30 we’ll gather again in the sanctuary 
for this special time. Plan to participate with your own stories of how Missy’s ministry and 
presence has made a difference to you and this congregation.

I hope, for all of these reasons, we’ll see you in church this Sunday, even if it is particularly 
chilly. 

I also want to share that our Church Council, at their regular meeting on Monday night, 
voted unanimously to again turn Christmas Eve into a night of extravagant generosity. Last 
year, as a way to live more fully into the Christmas spirit, we donated every dollar of our 
Christmas Eve offering from all three services to the Merrill Community Food Pantry. This 
is a mission effort that began in our building, and we gave them nearly $8,000 dollars.

This year our Church Council has decided to spread the love to two worthy organizations. 
You will find more information about United Church Camps, Inc. and Jessi’s Wish on 
page two inside this Interpreter. But what I want to say, is that what I learned from the 
Christmas Eve Offering last year, is that it’s about more than the money. A single act of 
extravagant generosity makes ripples in individual lives and in the community that we 
can’t guess or estimate about how people will be moved or affected. It’s things like this, 
the will of the congregation’s leaders to choose generosity, that make me proud to be 
your pastor. Let’s see what we can do to make our Second Annual Christmas Eve Offering 
even more extravagant than last year. Why? Simply:  Because it makes a difference. And 
in ways that we might not even imagine. See you in church Wednesday evening, and 
Sunday morning.    Kyle
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   A LITTLE HISTORY ABOUT
JESSI’S WISH

Jessi’s Wish was started as a memorial to honor the wish 
of an amazing woman.  Jessi Alft was diagnosed with 
breast cancer in 2007 at the age of 32.  After surgeries, 
chemo, and radiation, she was declared cancer free! 
However, in 2009, her cancer had returned and had 
metastasized to her liver. Sadly, Jessi lost her battle with 
cancer in 2014 at the age of 39.

Jessi never gave up hope and always had a positive attitude. She was an inspiration 
to all who knew her. She went thru chemo treatments 3 out of 4 weeks a month for 5 years while continuing to 
work full time to support herself and her son. Something Jessi often talked about was that she did not feel there was 
enough monetary support for families while they were fighting cancer. Her wish had always been to help families 
affected by cancer while they were fighting this disease, and that is how Jessi’s Wish was born. Jessi’s Wish was 
established in the fall of 2014. Its sole purpose is to raise money to be given to local families whose lives are being 
affected by cancer. Jessi’s Wish is a recognized non-profit organization,and all of the money raised goes to help 
local families.  We have a yearly benefit and smaller fund raisers throughout the year to help raise money to help 
those in need. So far, Jessi’s Wish has helped 28 families with a total of almost $30,000 and is still going strong! A 
Jessi’s Wish Scholarship was also created with the first $1,000  award going to a student who graduated with the 
class of 2016.  

To nominate someone who is dealing with cancer for assistance from Jessi’s Wish, contact Becky Roberts at 
beckyroberts34@yahoo.com or Johnille Alft at jenoalft@gmail.com. Please include the name of the person who 
has cancer, and a contact name and telephone number. Potential recipients are reviewed and considered at 
monthly committee meetings.

Christmas Eve Generosity!
This year the Church Council has decided to again give away our Christmas Eve offering, to 
move forward in a spirit of great generosity and love. As with last year, we want to trust that 
each of us does our part to faithfully fund the work and ministry of the church during the year, 
so the Christmas Eve Offering should be about Christmas ... and giving ... and love, and not 
about the bills we pay. 

So the offering received at all three Christmas Eve services will be given away ... entirely. 
This year, two worthy causes will be the recipients of your Christmas Eve generosity:  Jessi’s 
Wish and United Church Camps, Inc. Half of the money collected at all of the Christmas Eve 
services will go to each. Learn more about these two causes here.

UNITED CHURCH CAMPS  ... BECAUSE “OUTDOOR MINISTRY MATTERS”
United Church Camps, Inc. - the Outdoor Ministry Program of the Wisconsin Conference 
United Church of Christ at Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center - has been welcoming new 
members to its communities each year. Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center have hosted 
more than 20,000 campers since 2004 and provides a place apart from the sometimes 
rough-and-tumble world ... a place for life-changing experiences in sanctuaries both 
indoor and out where they can relax, rejuvenate, and express their faith in tangible 
ways. 

While many campers are members of UCC churches across Wisconsin, many also 
come from out of state or attend other churches. Some particpants attend no church 

but find that the community and sanctuary offered there is an entry poing to feed their spiritual needs. 

In recent years, United Church Camps has expanded its programming and partnerships to include exciting programs 
like Camp AweSum ... camps that serve families impacted by Autism Spectrum Disorders and Muscular Dystrophy, 
among others. Camps operate year-round, providing opportunities for ministry and respite.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in extending a warm Saint Stephens 
welcome to our newest church members who officially 
joined the congregation on Sunday, December 4.

Tara & Mason Shimel (Zach & Kolbie)
Melissa Butler (Tyler, Jacob, Alyssa, and Jaxon)
Amy & Frank VanAlstine (Lauren)
Jessica Wickman (Nora Golisch)
Tara & Cory Slagoski (Lexi, Brooke and Marcus)

What a blessing to see our church community 
growing!

SAYING GOODBYE AND THANK YOU 
TO PASTOR MISSY

This Sunday, December 18, we will have an opportunity 
to say thank you and goodbye to Pastor Missy after 
worship. (There is only 9:00 AM worship this Sunday.) 
After coffee hour fellowship, we will re-gather in the 
front of the sanctuary at 10:30 AM for a time to share 
with Pastor Missy what her ministry has meant over 
these last 12 years. This will be a time to bring tokens 
of appreciation, to tell stories about what Pastor Missy’s 
ministry has meant to you, to remember times when 
she showed up as a pastor for you and your family. We 
will begin with a prayer, and then everyone gathered 
can take a moment to stand and share and tell stories.

This is a way that we can send her off to her new ministry 
full and filled with memories, trusting that she will be 
missed, and that her work here has made a difference. 
She has been steady through a lot of transition in this 
church, and being able to speak to the moments when 
her work made a difference in your life is the best way 
to show our appreciation. Please come, please show 
up, and please share the love. We hope many of you 
will be able to stay and participate in this important 
gathering as Pastor Missy’s ministry comes to a close 
with us. If you have any questions about this gathering, 
please contact Rev. Carnes.

SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGERS NEEDED AT 

WALMART FOR CHRISTMAS 
SEASON 2016

CAN YOU TAKE A SHIFT?

SAINT STEPHENS BELL RINGING SCHEDULE
Saint Stephens has been assigned blocks of time for 
ringing the bells for this year’s red kettle campaign on 
December 15 and December 16 at Wal Mart, and we still 
have some openings to fill. If you can help, please call  
Sharon Anderson at 715.921.0673 ASAP.  Thank you!

HOLIDAY OFFICE NOTES
The Interpreter will NOT be 
published the week between 
Christmas and New Year’s.

The Office will be CLOSED on the 
following dates to allow our staff 
to enjoy the holidays at home with 
their families:

Friday, December 23, 2016
Monday, December 26, 2016
Friday, December 30, 2016
Monday, January 2, 2017

USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE NEWSLFASH!
Last chance to purchase tickets for the  annual Ushers 
Club Raffle! The drawing is this Sunday, December 18 
after worship. 

As noted in previous Interpreter publishings, we were 
unable to obtain the Josh Sitton items that were listed 
on our raffle tickets. However, we have been lucky 
enough to obtain some signed items to replace those 
listed on the tickets. We will have a Packer helmet 
signed by former Packer Rookie of the Year John 
Brockington, an autographed football by former Packer 
LeRoy Butler, and an autographed Badgers mini helmet 
signed by 3 time NFL Defensive Player of the Year, and 
former Badger JJ Watt. Again, we are very sorry that 
we are unable to give away the prizes listed on the 
tickets, and we appreciate your understanding.  We 
believe that the replacement prizes will be just as 
exciting. Contact an usher to purchase your tickets. 
Your support is greatly appreciated.

Get your tickets while you still can!

- Ushers Club
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HO HO  ... HOLD ON!  ARE YOU BUYING 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS WITHOUT SCRIP?
Have you been Christmas shopping? Are you using 
Scrip? If not, how come?  Did you know that the church 
gets a percentage back (i.e., FREE MONEY) whenever 
you use Scrip for your purchases? AND Scrip is now 
available both at the back of church after services on 
Sunday AND in the church office Monday through 
Friday during normal office hours. So you can stop to 
purchase Scrip whenever it is most convenient for you 
... even right before you head out shopping!

We carry LOTS of different vendors’ Scrip in stock, and 
we can also do special orders for participating vendors’ 
Scrip we may not stock regularly if you have a special 
request. 

Scrip cards also make wonderful gifts! We now carry 
many Scrip cards in smaller denominations for stocking 
stuffers, as well! Take a peek! Scrip has something for 
everyone.

So pick up Scrip for all your Christmas shopping needs! 
And let your Christmas “gifting” become a gift of free 
money to Saint Stephens at the same time.

Ho Ho Ho!
Don’t Forget Scrip

for your
Christmas Shopping!

SCRIP CARD
STOCKING 
STUFFERS!

Scrip cards now 
available in smaller 
denominations ... 

perfect for stocking 
stuffers!

Applebee’s  $10.00
Barnes & Noble  $5.00 and $10.00
Bath & Body Works $10.00
Starbucks   $5.00
Target   $10.00
Walmart   $10.00

NOTE: The above cards are only available for a 
limited time and in limited quantities.

Small denomination Scrip cards regulary in stock:
Arby’s  $10.00  Culvers $10.00
Eagles Club $10.00  Hardees $10.00
McDonald’s $10.00  Los Mezcales $10.00
Pizza Hut $10.00  Subway $10.00
Taco Bell $10.00  Burger King $10.00
Dairy Queen $10.00

Ed & Sharon’s   $10.00
Clark’s Cup & Cone  $10.00
First Street Coffee Station $5.00 and $10.00
Friendship House  $10.00
Pine Ridge Restaurant $10.00
Starbucks   $5.00 and $10.00
Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe $5.00 and $10.00

WIGGLE GIGGLE & SHAKE
The Merrill Family Resource Center has partnered with 
Pine Crest Nursing Home to bring families together for 
an intergenerational program of music and movement 
called Wiggle, Giggle and Shake. Every week families 
are invited to spend time with the residents 
at Pine Crest to listen to stories, music and 
do a craft. The program is not only building 
a stronger sense of community but it is 
allowing children and the elderly to learn 
from each other and build friendships. The 
program is every Monday from 9:30 to 
10:30 AM in the community room at Pine 
Crest, 2100 East 6th Street, here in Merrill. 
For further information contact the Family 
Resource Center at 715-539-9228.
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Just a reminder that all children, including 5th and 6th 
graders, should report to their  Sunday School classroom 
before the beginning of the 9:00 AM worship service 
and parents should plan to pick them up from their 
classroom when worship concludes.

NOTE:  There will be NO Sunday School on Sunday,  
December 25 (Christmas Day) and Sunday, January 1 
(New Year’s Day). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Mark Your Calendars ...

The holidays can be a sad time for those who have 
or are experiencing loss. Come and find some light in 
the middle of darkness. Rev. Missy will lead a Blue 
Christmas Worship Service on Wednesday evening, 
December 21 at 5:45 PM. All are invited!

Sunday, December 18
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

Christmas Choir Concert
(No 10:30 AM Worship)

CHRISTMAS NURSERY
Nursery care is available 
for Christmas Eve worship, 
at 4:00 and 7:00 PM. 
Nursery will not be offered 
at 11:00 PM. We are 
working on arrangements 
to offer nursery  for the 
Blue Christmas Worship 
on Wednesday evening, 
December 21, as well. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Wednesday Evening  

Worship
during Advent

5:45 PM

“Interrupted by Hope”

November 30
December 7

December 14
December 21

(Blue Christmas)

Come participate in Advent!

WATERING VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED!
We need one or two volunteers 
to come in at least twice each 
week for the rest of the Christmas 
season to water all the Christmas 
trees and poinsettias. Hours are 
flexible! Can you help? Please call 
the office!

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
A weekly grief support group will meet at Trinity 
Lutheran Church, 107 N. State Street, Merrill, beginning 
Thursday, January 5, 2017, from 6:00 - 7:30 PM. To 
register, call 715.536.5482 www.griefshare.org
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THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18:  Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 9:00 AM Only with Sunday School, with Communion,  

featuring our Choir Christmas Concert, 
followed by Coffee Hour Fellowship in the Kuck Lounge and the Usher’s Raffle Drawing,  

 then, at 10:30 AM, 
a celebration of the Ministry of Rev. Missy Holdorf in the sanctuary 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE:  December 21

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:  December 24 at 4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 PM
CHRISTMAS DAY:  Worship at 9:00 AM Only (No Sunday School)
NEW YEAR’S DAY:  Worship at 9:00 AM Only (No Sunday School)

UPCOMING EVENTS

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Practice

“…see your children gathered from west and east…for they went out 
from you on foot…but they will be brought back, carried in glory, as on 
a royal throne….The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel 
with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness that 
come from him.” - Baruch 5:5-6, 8-9

Parents who, like Israel, want fragrant trees to shade their households 
with joy this time of year will find this passage very familiar. You go out 
into the tree lot, the children running with delight, you following along 
behind with the sled. A while later—after much deliberation; maybe an 
argument or two about long versus short needles, tall and skinny versus 
short and fat; after somebody has knelt in the wet with a saw, snow 
slipping off branches and down the back of somebody’s neck as they 
hack away at a trunk—the group comes back. And now, the children 
that went out on foot are being dragged back in the sled, tired but 
happy (or maybe grumpy), as on a royal throne. Then there’s the tying 
of the tree on the car, the setting up in tree stand, the wrestling of boxes 
out of the attic, the unraveling of miles of lights. 

And all for what? They that put themselves through the work of such 
rituals do it for one reason: delight. They do it so that the children, or 

so that they themselves, will experience a taste, just a taste, of the delight that Christmas promises and portends. 
They do it so that they, or their children, will get good at recognizing joy when it arrives, so that they have some 
practice under their belts at recognizing the good and the beautiful when it shows up in their lives. We do it to 
call that goodness into being. It’s work, no doubt about it, this practicing for God, this learning to recognize the 
signs of God with us. It’s cold feet and frustrated grunts and blown fuses, and sometimes you’re right on the edge 
of declaring, “Never again.” 

But then, you turn off the house lights, and plug in the tree lights, and everybody uncovers their eyes. And there 
it is: glory right in your own living room. And life is full of delight, and the house is shaded with joy, and you’re all 
just a little closer to the realm of God.

Prayer 

O God, I remember this. Oh yes, I remember this. Thank you. Amen. 

By Quinn G. Caldwell
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GIVING PLUS 1
Already donations are beginning to come in with an 
extra dollar “attached” over and above the normal 
donation amount a parishioner might put in for their 
weekly giving amount. This is awesome! That is entirely 
the intent of this initiative ... to add $1 each week to 
what you would normally give for your weekly offering. 
That by doing so, you would increase your personal 
annual giving by $1 per week ... less than a good cup of 
coffee, so hardly to be missed ... for a total of just $52 
more per year ... but that together the impact this will 
have will be tremendous. 

For some of you who haven’t given at all, that would 
mean putting $1 in an envelope each week. Just a 
simple dollar per week. It’s all we’re asking. 

Simple. Easy. Powerful when we all do it. 

That’s what the deck of cards is for. 52 cards in a deck, 
one for each week, for your weekly reminder to do this 
one little extra thing.

We’re getting excited to see donations coming in 
amounts like for $21, $41, $61, and $101. Go ahead! 
Start now! Get excited for stewardship with us!

INCOME VS. EXPENSES + OUTSTANDING BILLS
Some of you have asked ... Where are we currently with 
regard to income vs. expenses? Here is a more complete 
picture of our year through the end of October.

As of the end of November 2016, our General Fund 
Income was $325,513. 

Our General Fund Expenses + Liabilities through the 
end of November 2016 total $334,763. 

As you can see, our income is still behind expenses by 
$9,250 in order to bring us current on all of our financial 
obligations. 

Can you help us meet all of our financial obligations by 
the end of the year? 

Stay tuned for an evening in January when we’ll explore 
Indian culture and history, making connections and 
deepening our understanding. By the way, if you’re a 
planner, like me, you’ll want to know we’ll be booking 
next years trip very soon.

- Kelly Wallace

P.S. At this time of year, the Oglagla Lakota Oyate on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation depend on Re-Member for even 
more assistance ... with bare necessities like firewood, 
propane, and electricity, as well as coats, boots, and 
bedding. Can you help? Earmark your donations for Re-
Member Winter Needs and put it into the collection 
basket, and we’ll be sure to pass it along to help this 
community weather the winter!

$336,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$334,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$332,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$330,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$328,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$326,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$324,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$322,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$320,000.00	 	 Income	
$325,513.00	

	 Expenses	&	
Liabilities	
$334,763.00	

	 	 	 	 	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	 	

2017 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES AVAILABLE
Boxes of contribution envelopes for 2017 are now 
available. If you would like a box, please stop by 
the Scrip table after worship services or stop in the 
office during the week. We’re doing things a little 
differently this year, as we’ve been throwing out too 
many envelopes in recent years. We also recognize that 
many individuals who opt to give electronically may no 
longer need paper envelopes.

If you have any questions, please call Tina in the office.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, December 15 - 4:30 to 6:00 PM
at the Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Serving Ham, Red Skin Potatoes, Key Largo Vegetables, 
Cole Slaw, Rolls, Cake
Milk, Coffee & Water

Sponsored by Bell Tower Residence

RADIO BROADCASTING ISSUES
We are aware that WJMT did not broadcast our 
worship services the last two weekends. We are 
attempting to communicate with the station but have 
not yet received a response. We will continue to keep 
everyone updated as we learn more about the change 
in ownership and how broadcasting will be affected.
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SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER
Snow removal for our sidewalks during the week and 
also on Sundays will be covered under our contract with 
Snow Tracks. They have handled our snow removal for 
the past few years and have willingly added sidewalks 
to our contract. There are also a few parishioners who 
have volunteered to supplement the professional snow 
removal in case of emergency or heavy snow fall. If 
you are also available to help on Sunday mornings by 
occassionally picking up a shovel or spreading some 
salt, please speak with Rev. Carnes or Dan Pick so that 
we know we can count on you!

At 5 PM Monday

Beefy Pasta Casserole 
Hot Veggie 

Dessert and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 1, 8, 15, 29

Radio 
NOTE:  We are checking about radio broadcast 

options for 2017 due to the sale of the Merrill radio 
station and subsequent programming changes.

Coffee Hour 
December 25 

January 1, 15, 22

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 

MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

CAN YOU DONATE THE COST OF A HAM?
This year the Christmas Spirit Program is hoping to 
provide every family served by the program with all of 
the basics to have a delicious Christmas dinner with their 
family, to truly have a wonderful Christmas experience 
with their families. Various churches and organizations 
have agreed to provide different components of the 
dinner, and Saint Stephens has agreed to provide the 
funds to purchase hams for every family. 

We anticipate there will be approximately 250 families, 
and hams typically cost between $15 and $20 each.  
Our goal is $3,750 for the purchase of these hams. 
Thus far we have collected $1,060 so we still need to 
raise $2,690 more for hams. 

Can you donate $15 or $20 to help purchase a ham for 
a family in need to have their own complete Christmas 
dinner this year? 

Donations for hams can be placed into a plain envelope 
and dropped off in the office or put into the collection. 
Simply write “Christmas Hams” on your envelope 
and include your name and/or giving number to 
receive credit for your donation on your Contribution 
Statement. Thank you!

Remember:  SCRIP costs you 
NOTHING to use in place of cash!

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The December Pine Crest worship sevice will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 22. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Deloris 
Bauman, Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. 
Kyle Carnes will lead the worship service and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.
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The Wisconsin Home Energy 
Assistance Program for the 2016-
2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled 
to run until May 15, 2017. Call 

715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility is 
based on household size and gross income in the three 
months prior to the month of application.

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
  Bill McIntyre
  Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kent Reinhardt
  Sara Zastrow
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

DINNER @ FIVE NEEDS DONATIONS
Dinner @ Five could use a financial boost and we are 
hoping you can help. Whether it’s $5 or $50, if you can 
earmark a bit this month (or perhaps every month) to 
help with this ministry, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Simply mark an envelope with the words “Dinner @ Five 
donation” and drop it into the collection plate or take it 
to the church office. If you put your envelope number 
on your donation, it will appear on your contribution 
statement as a tax-deductible contribution. 

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE

Food Pantry Donations from the first weekend in 
December totaled 285 pounds.

THANK YOU for your support of the Food Pantry. It is 
even more important as we enter the heating season and 
are mindful of the fact that costs associated with heating 
homes will reduce the funds available for many to feed 
their families. Please help support our Community Food 
Pantry!

Giving Table for Dinner @ Five
Last year Shelly Burnett organized a “Giving Table” at 
Dinner @ Five so those in need could take home items 
like hand knitted scarves and hats, gloves, wool socks, 
afghans, and homemade crafts. If you would like to 
contribute to the giving table with items of this nature, 
please bring your donations to the church office no 
later than December 19. 

“Go and do the same.” What does that mean to YOU?
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Lois Latzig
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Phil & Carol Krause
 $20.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Walter & Ron Prey
 $25.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Don & Kathy Pecor
 $10.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Voila Wendland
 $10.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Howard & Christine Peck
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Sue & Joel Wendt
 $5.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Ruth Buck
 $5.00 in memory of Virginia Oestreich from Ruth Buck
 $5.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Marion Martell
 $100.00 in memory of Mom & Dad (Lylas & Bernice Berndt) from Daryl & Donna Berndt
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from William & Shirley Kirstein 
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Mark & Laurie Peterson
 $40.00 in loving memory of Yvonne Mahn for her birthday and Merry Christmas from Carl & Tom Mahn
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Jerry & Elmira Krause
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Sharon Detert
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Linda, on her 5th Christmas in Heaven from Randy Perry
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from David & Bonnie Jabas
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Eleanor Fehlberg
 * in memory of Bill Storm from Darlene Johnson

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Carlos & Dorothy Berndt
 $5.00 in memory of Helen Frederick from Ruth Buck
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Rich & Nancy Dabbert
 $50.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Harlan & Phyllis Fausch
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Lissete Frick
 $40.00 in memory of Bill Storm from George Henrich, Sr.
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Kevin & Terry Krueger
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Joan Lukes
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $25.00 in memory of Irene & Walter Berndt at Christmas from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $100.00 in memory of Mike Mosser at Christmas from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Phyllis Reinhardt
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Mike & Glynis Schroeder
 $1,000.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Family & Friends
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Carol & Bill Weber Family and Ann, Peter, Steven and Katharine
 $25.00 in memory of William Storm from Dennis & Luann Grefe
 $50.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Marlene & Bill Krueger
 $30.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Jim & Suzy Wilkinson
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Leslie & Pearl Sabatke
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Rebecca & Tim Sonnentag

Choir & Music
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Scott & Kelly Wallace
 $300.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Family & Friends

MEMORIALS
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New Roof
 $25.00 in memory of Carl Frick from Lissette Frick
 $50.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Philip & Marjory Kamke
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Betty Krause
 $15.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Gerald & Carol Duwe
 $20.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Gloria Lupton
 $20.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Shannon, Angie, and Addie Lupton
 $50.00 in memory of Warren Latzig, Sr., from Dick & Deb Lupton; Dave, Stacy, and Family; Sara and Zach

Capital Improvement
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Donald & Mary Ann Forster
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Gay & Sally Oberg
 $100.00 in memory of Bill Storm from the Family of Jeff & Kristie Zunker

*Amount withheld by request

MEMORIALS Continued

Christmas Spirit Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Christmas Spirit Giving Tree, 
taking tags from the area trees and purchasing gifts for children whose 
families are experiencing financial hardships this year. While you may not 
get to see the smiles personally, know that there will be many, many smiles 
and tears of joy for 50 children this Christmas because of you and your 
generosity.

CONGRATULATIONS! IT’S A BOY!
Congratulations to Jamie & Rev. Kyle Carnes on the birth of a baby boy, 
Josiah Avery Carnes. Josiah was born on Friday, December 2, at 2:25 PM:  
9# 1 oz., 21.5” Mother and baby are doing fine, Dad couldn’t be prouder, 
and Allie and Silas are excited to have a new brother. 

Don’t forget to stop after church or stop by the office to 
buy Scrip for all your Christmas shopping and regular 

shopping needs this week! Wether it is clothes, toys, gas, 
baking supplies, or the trimmings for Christmas dinner, 

Scrip can help you get it all!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18     Fourth Sunday of Advent

 Worship at 9:00 AM Only, with Communion 
  Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians:  Darlene Johnson and the Church Choir 
(Choir Christmas Concert)

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Marilyn Rathke Family. 

Radio Ministry is in memory of what would have been Alfred Kanitz’s 101st 
birthday and the 40th wedding anniversary of Alfred & Lorna Kanitz on  

December 11 from Bud Kanitz, Pam Hamilton, and Cheryl Kanitz.

Altar flowers are in memory of my husband, Antonio Garcia, and my son-in-law, 
Kevin Beaver, from Carol Garcia.  Piano flowers are in honor of Pastor Missy for 
her service to Saint Stephens United Church of Christ from Lois Latzig & Family.

Nursery volunteers are Heather Badeau, Beth Badeau, and Youth.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 
 10:00 Merrill District Meeting 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Blue Christmas Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 22 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 No Chimes

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 23 
 Office Closed

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26 
 Office Closed
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

Last chance to purchase 
tickets for the Ushers 

Club Raffle! The drawing 
will be Sunday,  

December 18, after 9:00 
AM worship. Tickets are 
available by contacting 

one of the ushers.


