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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

CHRISTMAS & GENEROSITY

I wonder during this season of Advent - this 
season of preparation for Christmas, this 
season when we’re all supposed to be in 
a more “giving spirit.” I wonder, have you 
asked yourself how you decide to give? 
How do you go about deciding when to be 
generous and when to keep things close to 
the chest? What criteria do you use when 
striking your own balance between “giving 
it all away” and keeping everything for 
yourself? 

Now, I assume that most of the time, most of us are not trying to decide between giving 
everything away or being Ebenezer Scrooge, and yet, we all have to draw our own lines. I 
ask you these questions about how you decide what to give, because I really wrestle with 
them myself this time of year. How do we decide what to give? What makes us decide to 
be generous? And, what makes us keep so much “stuff” for ourselves?

My guess is that for some people, these decisions are simply automatic. Like the Christmas 
Spirit program, the giving tree for instance. My guess is that those who give to that 
program are simply compelled to help kids get a toy and make sure they have warm 
boots, because our conscience just says, this is the right thing to do for kids at Christmas. 

What about in other places? How do we decide what to give to church each week or 
each year? Is it based solely on our money situation? Is it based on what we think the 
church needs? Or what we think the church deserves?

When we make these decisions, do we mostly use our minds, and think through the 
numbers, or do we mostly use our hearts and do just what feels right to us? Maybe some 
combination of both.

I’m reminded about the fragility and resilience of life over the last week. And we celebrate 
both during Advent and Christmas. With the birth of our third child and the death of a 
beloved parishioner, I’m reminded that what we do matters. Does it change the world? 
Maybe. 

Always? Probably not. 

Sometimes? Yes. 

How we give, how we live, how we love, makes a difference in other lives. It’s not 
always obvious, and it can be easy to dismiss when we feel disconnected, or alone, or 
just too far behind in work that needs to be done. My prayer for this church community 
is that we show up for each other. Come to the peaceful, contemplative worship on 
Wednesday nights. Share a meal with a family at church. Just invite them over for a 
meal. Do something to connect. Be generous, particularly when it’s not called for. Love 
wastefully … and do it often. 

Blessings,

Kyle
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CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING
Gifts That Keep On Giving ... 

Christmas Fund Offering……Gifts That Keep Giving

Joseph Runner – A Donor’s Story

The Rev. Joe Runner has contributed to the Christmas Fund every year, and for good reason. Ordained in 1961, Joe 
served churches in Brentford, Lake Presto, and Irwin, South Dakota before coming east to be pastor of Amicable 
Congregational UCC in Tiverton, Rhode Island. A nursing home administrator and Newport mansion tour guide, 
as well, Joe is currently the Pension Boards’ longest-serving Annuitant Visitor, with 25 years of service as of 2016.

With the wisdom of those seasons of ministry, Joe faithfully supports the Christmas Fund, because he has seen 
firsthand the kinds of needs those funds can fill. One widow who lost her husband in his 50s faces a situation Joe 
says is quite common: “The opportunity for that couple to enjoy the miracle of compounding interest is cut short,” 
and assistance from the Christmas Fund can make all the difference.

Joe also recognizes the circumstances of many local congregations, particularly smaller ones that may not have 
the resources to contribute adequately to a retirement plan for their minister. “Pastors are often given the option to 
allocate their salary package, but, torn between providing for retirement and meeting current expenses, they often 
have to choose the need of the present moment.”

The caring provided through the ministry of the Christmas Fund also provides motivation for Joe’s long-term 
financial support. “Gift checks sent to a retiree are a way of saying ‘thank you’ that he or she may not be hearing 
anymore, communicating they have not been forgotten.” Some who might need assistance may not want to ask, 
so the feeling of relief that can come with getting that help, can be grace-filled. Growing up in a small family in 
Ohio, where “for a variety of reasons money was scarce, this has made me sensitive to the needs of others,” Joe 
says, “In my own situation now, I get along pretty well, and I’m grateful for that, and I find that contributing to the 
Christmas Fund nurtures a spirit of continuing gratitude in me.”

Wausau Lyric Choir’s Christmas Concert:
A Wondrous Mystery --  

Christmas Across the Centuries

 Saturday, December 10 at 7:30 PM
 Sunday, December 11 at 3:00 PM

First Presbyterian Church
406 Grant Street, Wausau

Tickets are available for a free will offering through 
the Performing Arts Foundation, a choir member, 
or at the door.

Any questions?  Call Karen Katz at 715.842.9999

CONGRATULATIONS! IT’S A BOY!
Congratulations to Jamie & Rev. Kyle Carnes on the 
birth of a baby boy, Josiah Avery Carnes. Josiah was 
born on Friday, December 2, at 2:25 PM:  9# 1 oz., 
21.5” Mother and baby are doing fine, Dad couldn’t 
be prouder, and Allie and Silas are excited to have a 
new brother. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Please join us in extending a warm Saint Stephens 
welcome to our newest church members who officially 
joined the congregation on Sunday, December 4.

Tara & Mason Shimel (Zach & Kolbie)
Melissa Butler (Tyler, Jacob, Alyssa, and Jaxon)
Amy & Frank VanAlstine (Lauren)
Jessica Wickman (Nora Golisch)
Tara & Cory Slagoski (Lexi, Brooke and Marcus)

What a blessing to see our church community growing!

PINE CREST WORSHIP
The December Pine Crest worship sevice will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, December 22. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Deloris 
Bauman, Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. 
Rev. Kyle Carnes will lead the worship service and 
Darlene Johnson is the pianist.
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SAYING GOODBYE AND THANK YOU 
TO PASTOR MISSY

We will have an opportunity to say thank you and 
goodbye to Pastor Missy after worship on Sunday, 
December 18, at 10:30 AM. (There is only 9:00 AM 
worship that Sunday.) After coffee hour fellowship, we 
will re-gather in the front of the sanctuary for a time to 
share with Pastor Missy what her ministry has meant 
over these last 12 years. This will be a time to bring 
tokens of appreciation, to tell stories about what Pastor 
Missy’s ministry has meant to you, to remember times 
when she showed up as a pastor for you and your 
family. We will begin with a prayer, and then everyone 
gathered can take a moment to stand and share and 
tell stories.

This is a way that we can send her off to her new ministry 
full and filled with memories, trusting that she will be 
missed, and that her work here has made a difference. 
She has been steady through a lot of transition in this 
church, and being able to speak to the moments when 
her work made a difference in your life is the best way 
to show our appreciation. Please come, please show 
up, and please share the love. We hope many of you 
will be able to stay and participate in this important 
gathering as Pastor Missy’s ministry comes to a close 
with us. If you have any questions about this gathering, 
please contact Rev. Carnes.

Giving Table for Dinner @ Five
Last year Shelly Burnett organized a “Giving Table” at 
Dinner @ Five so those in need could take home items 
like hand knitted scarves and hats, gloves, wool socks, 
afghans, and homemade crafts. If you would like to 
contribute to the giving table with items of this nature, 
please bring your donations to the church office no 
later than December 19. 

SALVATION ARMY BELL 
RINGERS NEEDED AT 

WALMART FOR CHRISTMAS 
SEASON 2016

CAN YOU TAKE A SHIFT?

SAINT STEPHENS BELL RINGING SCHEDULE
Saint Stephens has been assigned blocks of time for 
ringing the bells for this year’s red kettle campaign on 
December 15 and December 16 at Wal Mart. Can you 
help? We have open time slots left, as follows. To sign up 
for one of these slots, call the church office. Thank you!

December 15:  4:00-5:00 PM
December 15:  5:00-7:00 PM     Kenyon Golisch
December 15:  7:00-8:00 PM 
December 16:  9:00-10:00 AM
December 16:  10:00-11:00 AM
December 16:  11:00 AM-12:00 PM
December 16:  12:00-1:00 PM
December 16:  1:00-2:00 PM
December 16:  2:00-3:00 PM
December 16:  3:00-4:00 PM
December 16:  4:00-5:00 PM
December 16:  5:00-6:00 PM
December 16:  6:00-7:00 PM
December 17:  7:00-8:00 PM

“... I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.” - Luke 15:10
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HO HO  ... HOLD ON!  ARE YOU BUYING 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS WITHOUT SCRIP?
Have you been Christmas shopping? Are you using 
Scrip? If not, how come?  Did you know that the church 
gets a percentage back (i.e., FREE MONEY) whenever 
you use Scrip for your purchases? AND Scrip is now 
available both at the back of church after services on 
Sunday AND in the church office Monday through 
Friday during normal office hours. So you can stop to 
purchase Scrip whenever it is most convenient for you 
... even right before you head out shopping!

We carry LOTS of different vendors’ Scrip in stock, and 
we can also do special orders for participating vendors’ 
Scrip we may not stock regularly if you have a special 
request. 

Scrip cards also make wonderful gifts! We now carry 
many Scrip cards in smaller denominations for stocking 
stuffers, as well! Take a peek! Scrip has something for 
everyone.

So pick up Scrip for all your Christmas shopping needs! 
And let your Christmas “gifting” become a gift of free 
money to Saint Stephens at the same time.

Ho Ho Ho!
Don’t Forget Scrip

for your
Christmas Shopping!

SCRIP CARD
STOCKING 
STUFFERS!

Scrip cards now 
available in smaller 
denominations ... 

perfect for stocking 
stuffers!

Applebee’s  $10.00
Barnes & Noble  $5.00 and $10.00
Bath & Body Works $10.00
Starbucks   $5.00
Target   $10.00
Walmart   $10.00

NOTE: The above cards are only available for a 
limited time and in limited quantities.

Small denomination Scrip cards regulary in stock:
Arby’s  $10.00  Culvers $10.00
Eagles Club $10.00  Hardees $10.00
McDonald’s $10.00  Los Mezcales $10.00
Pizza Hut $10.00  Subway $10.00
Taco Bell $10.00  Burger King $10.00
Dairy Queen $10.00

Ed & Sharon’s   $10.00
Clark’s Cup & Cone  $10.00
First Street Coffee Station $5.00 and $10.00
Friendship House  $10.00
Pine Ridge Restaurant $10.00
Starbucks   $5.00 and $10.00
Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe $5.00 and $10.00

WIGGLE GIGGLE & SHAKE
The Merrill Family Resource Center has partnered with 
Pine Crest Nursing Home to bring families together for 
an intergenerational program of music and movement 
called Wiggle, Giggle and Shake. Every week families 
are invited to spend time with the residents 
at Pine Crest to listen to stories, music and 
do a craft. The program is not only building 
a stronger sense of community but it is 
allowing children and the elderly to learn 
from each other and build friendships. The 
program is every Monday from 9:30 to 
10:30 AM in the community room at Pine 
Crest, 2100 East 6th Street, here in Merrill. 
For further information contact the Family 
Resource Center at 715-539-9228.
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Just a reminder that all children, including 5th and 6th 
graders, should report to their  Sunday School classroom 
before the beginning of the 9:00 AM worship service 
and parents should plan to pick them up from their 
classroom when worship concludes.

NOTE:  There will be NO Sunday School on Sunday,  
December 25 (Christmas Day) and Sunday, January 1 
(New Year’s Day). 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Mark Your Calendars ...

The holidays can be a sad time for those who have 
or are experiencing loss. Come and find some light in 
the middle of darkness. Rev. Missy will lead a Blue 
Christmas Worship Service on Wednesday evening, 
December 21 at 5:45 PM. All are invited!

Sunday, December 18
9:00 AM Worship with Communion 

Christmas Choir Concert
(No 10:30 AM Worship)

CHRISTMAS NURSERY
Nursery care is available 
for Christmas Eve worship, 
at 4:00 and 7:00 PM. 
Nursery will not be offered 
at 11:00 PM. We are 
working on arrangements 
to offer nursery  for the 
Blue Christmas Worship 
on Wednesday evening, 
December 21, as well. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Wednesday Evening  

Worship
during Advent

5:45 PM

“Interrupted by Hope”

November 30
December 7

December 14
December 21

(Blue Christmas)

Come participate in Advent!

CHRISTMAS CAROLING!  
PLEASE SIGN UP FOR A FESTIVE AFTERNOON

Join us for Christmas caroling, fun, food & festivities! 
What a beautiful way to celebrate Advent ... On Sunday, 
December 11, following the 10:30 AM worship, we will 
gather together and enjoy pizza at 11:30 AM. We will 
leave for caroling at 12:00 Noon. 

Please sign up in the Church Office to be a Caroler! 
Also, if you know of a shut-in that would enjoy hearing 
the caroling outside their home, please sign them up in 
the Church Office with their name and address.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most 
High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people by 
the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our 
God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, to give 
light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 
death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” - Luke 
1:76-79    

I’ll admit that when I read that passage too quickly, I 
just assume it’s about Jesus. It’s about a baby, right? 
One who will make great things happen? One who will 
proclaim God’s mercy, and help us find peace?  

Only it’s not about Jesus. It’s about his cousin John the 

Baptist, and about what he will do in the world. His 
father Zechariah, in the first days after John’s birth, said 
all of these things about what his life would be like.  

What would it be like if parents proclaimed their 
children’s futures this way? Not in terms of whether or 
not they’d make the Ivy League or get the corner office, 
but by blessing them on their journey as children of 
God?  

What if we saw our children’s births not as the start of 
an 18-year competitive marathon winding up at college 
admissions offices, but as the first of many steps on a 
path of following Jesus, and proclaiming Christ’s love 
for the world?  

On the day when Zechariah blessed him, all that 
mattered about John was that his father knew he was a 
child of promise, and that his father rejoiced that God 
would choose his son for what came next.   

I think God still chooses children for this work. But it’s 
up to the adults in their lives to lift them up, and bless 
them on their path. And Advent is as good a time as 
any to start. 

Prayer 

God, help us to see the children of promise in our very 
midst. And help us to lift them up, and listen to their 
wisdom. Amen. 

By Emily C. Heath

POINSETTIAS
If you would like to bring a poinsettia to decorate the church for the holidays, you 
are invited to drop it off in the office during regular office hours. You can have your 
poinsettia be in memory or in honor of someone, and we will print those intentions 
in the Interpreter. A sign-up sheet for that is in the office. BUT you don’t have to 
have a memorial to bring a poinsettia! That is completely optional. If you would like 
your poinsettia back after the holiday season, please label your plant clearly. 

Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for the Ushers Club Raffle. The drawing will be Sunday,  
December 18, after worship. Tickets are available by contacting one of the ushers.

Don’t forget to stop after church or stop by the office to buy Scrip for all your Christmas shopping and 
regular shopping needs this week!
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THIS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11:  Third Sunday of Advent 
Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School, Worship at 10:30  

Pizza Party and Christmas Caroling to Follow 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
CHOIR CHRISTMAS CONCERT:  December 18

BLUE CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SERVICE:  December 21
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP:  December 24 at 4:00, 7:00 & 11:00 PM

CHRISTMAS DAY:  Worship at 9:00 AM Only (No Sunday School)
NEW YEAR’S DAY:  Worship at 9:00 AM Only (No Sunday School)

UPCOMING EVENTS

Christmas Spirit Giving Tree
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Christmas Spirit Giving Tree, 
taking tags from the area trees and purchasing gifts for children whose 
families are experiencing financial hardships this year. While you may not 
get to see the smiles personally, know that there will be many, many smiles 
and tears of joy for 50 children this Christmas because of you and your 
generosity.

Church Decorations & Decorating “2016”
The large tree in the sanctuary and the wreaths were donated by Joyce Peterson families in memory of loved 
ones. Special thanks to Brandon, Tiffany, Sawyer, and Justin Peterson for their time and labor. The altar trees 
were donated in memory of Lloyd Buck, Sr., by his wife, Ruth, and family. The tree in the Kuck Lounge was 
donated by Lois Latzig in memory of husband, Warren Latzig, Sr. Thanks to Bruce Schaefer for the use of his 
truck and trailer.

Thank you to the following church decorators:

Cory Dornbrack Cathy Dornbrack Carl Dornbrack Rose Dornbrack Mark Forster
Jennifer Porath  Debbie Seeger  Mike Kunkel  Sue Kunkel  Don Forster
Kenyon Golisch Bailee Golisch  Dennis Woller  Sharon Woller  Jerry Krause
Todd Osness  Bruce Schaefer  Clint Golisch  David Golisch  Mary Walsh
Mark Woller  Dan Pick  Ewald Katke  George Dintelman Jacob Walsh
Kevin Krueger  Randy Perry  Dave Schwartzman Todd Schwartzman Sue Wendt
Marge Fehrmann Buzz Fehrmann Kari Weiland  Korban Weiland Mary Stamm
Jeff Forster  Ray Woller  Nancy Porath  Janessa Weisman Peter Schuetze
Ian Schuetze  Kekola Schuetze Siobhan Schuetz

There is an old saying that many hands make light work. That said, the Usher’s Club would like to thank the 
many volunteers that were able to help in decorating the tree and Sanctuary on Saturday, November 26. The 
turnout, as well as the fellowship that was shared, was great, and we are very appreciative of everyone’s help. 
We hope to see you again when we take down on Saturday, January 7, at 8 AM.
We would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas. Thanks to the efforts of these wonderful volunteers, as well 
as the generous people who make our wreaths, many will find their Christmas a little brighter.  May we take that 
brightness and spread it unto others in the New Year!
             - The Usher’s Club
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USHER’S CLUB RAFFLE NEWSLFASH!
Tickets are now on sale for the annual Ushers Club 
Raffle. The drawing will be Sunday, December 18 after 
worship. 

As noted in previous Interpreter publishings, we were 
unable to obtain the Josh Sitton items that were listed 
on our raffle tickets. However, we have been lucky 
enough to obtain some signed items to replace those 
listed on the tickets. We will have a Packer helmet 
signed by former Packer Rookie of the Year John 
Brockington, an autographed football by former Packer 
LeRoy Butler, and an autographed Badgers mini helmet 
signed by 3 time NFL Defensive Player of the Year, and 
former Badger JJ Watt. Again, we are very sorry that 
we are unable to give away the prizes listed on the 
tickets, and we appreciate your understanding.  We 
believe that the replacement prizes will be just as 
exciting.    Tickets will be on sale before and after 
the 9AM devices, or you can contact an usher. Your 
support is greatly appreciated.

Purchase your tickets this weekend!

- Ushers Club

CAN YOU DONATE THE COST OF A HAM?
This year the Christmas Spirit Program is hoping to 
provide every family served by the program with all of 
the basics to have a delicious Christmas dinner with their 
family, to truly have a wonderful Christmas experience 
with their families. Various churches and organizations 
have agreed to provide different components of the 
dinner, and Saint Stephens has agreed to provide the 
funds to purchase hams for every family. 

We anticipate there will be approximately 250 families, 
and hams typically cost between $15 and $20 each. 

Can you donate $15 or $20 to help purchase a ham for 
a family in need to have their own complete Christmas 
dinner this year? 

Donations for hams can be placed into a plain envelope 
and dropped off in the office or put into the collection. 
Simply write “Christmas Hams” on your envelope 
and include your name and/or giving number to 
receive credit for your donation on your Contribution 
Statement. Thank you!

INCOME VS. EXPENSES + OUTSTANDING BILLS
Some of you have asked ... Where are we currently with 
regard to income vs. expenses? Here is a more complete 
picture of our year through the end of October.

As of the end of October 2016, our General Fund 
Income was $291,849. 

Our General Fund Expenses + Liabilities through the 
end of October 2016 total $309,220. 

As you can see, our income is behind expenses by 
$17,371 in order to bring us current on all of our financial 
obligations. 

Can you help us meet all of our financial obligations by 
the end of the year? 

Stay tuned for an evening in January when we’ll explore 
Indian culture and history, making connections and 
deepening our understanding. By the way, if you’re a 
planner, like me, you’ll want to know we’ll be booking 
next years trip very soon.

- Kelly Wallace

P.S. At this time of year, the Oglagla Lakota Oyate on the 
Pine Ridge Reservation depend on Re-Member for even 
more assistance ... with bare necessities like firewood, 
propane, and electricity, as well as coats, boots, and 
bedding. Can you help? Earmark your donations for Re-
Member Winter Needs and put it into the collection 
basket, and we’ll be sure to pass it along to help this 
community weather the winter!

$315,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$310,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$305,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$300,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$295,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$290,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$285,000.00	 	 	 	 	

$280,000.00	 	 Income	
$291,849.00	

	 Expenses	&	
Liabilities	
$309,220.00	
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GIVING PLUS 1
Already donations are beginning to come in with an 
extra dollar “attached” over and above the normal 
donation amount a parishioner might put in for their 
weekly giving amount. This is awesome! That is entirely 
the intent of this initiative ... to add $1 each week to 
what you would normally give for your weekly offering. 
That by doing so, you would increase your personal 
annual giving by $1 per week ... less than a good cup of 
coffee, so hardly to be missed ... for a total of just $52 
more per year ... but that together the impact this will 
have will be tremendous. 

For some of you who haven’t given at all, that would 
mean putting $1 in an envelope each week. Just a 
simple dollar per week. It’s all we’re asking. 

Simple. Easy. Powerful when we all do it. 

That’s what the deck of cards is for. 52 cards in a deck, 
one for each week, for your weekly reminder to do this 
one little extra thing.

We’re getting excited to see donations coming in 
amounts like for $21, $41, $61, and $101. Go ahead! 
Start now! Get excited for stewardship with us!

SNOW REMOVAL THIS WINTER
Many of you have been wondering about snow removal 
this year since we no longer have a facilities manager. 
Snow removal for our sidewalks during the week and 
also on Sundays will be covered under our contract with 
Snow Tracks. They have handled our snow removal for 
the past few years and have willingly added sidewalks 
to our contract. There are also a few parishioners who 
have volunteered to supplement the professional snow 
removal in case of emergency or heavy snow fall. If 
you are also available to help on Sunday mornings by 
occassionaly picking up a shovel or spreading some salt, 
please speak with Rev. Carnes or Dan Pick so that we 
know we can count on you!

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chicken Soup 
Egg Salad Sandwiches 

Hot Veggie 
Dessert and Beverages

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 1, 8, 15, 29

Radio 
NOTE:  We are checking about radio broadcast 

options for 2017 due to the sale of the Merrill radio 
station and subsequent programming changes.

Coffee Hour 
December 25 

January 1, 15, 22

Remember: SCRIP  
costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 

MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

2017 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
  Bill McIntyre
  Terry Krueger
  Kristine Bowe
  Tyler Drake
  Kevin Golisch
  Jennifer Oestreich
  Kent Reinhardt
  Sara Zastrow
  Cliff Williams
  Michelle Roberge
  Beth Houle
  Marge Johnson
Clergy:  Rev. Kyle Carnes

Congratulations to our newly elected Church Council 
members!  This is the roster for 2017. Officers will 
be elected and be announced in December.

DINNER @ FIVE NEEDS DONATIONS
Dinner @ Five could use a financial boost and we are 
hoping you can help. Whether it’s $5 or $50, if you can 
earmark a bit this month (or perhaps every month) to 
help with this ministry, it would be greatly appreciated. 
Simply mark an envelope with the words “Dinner @ Five 
donation” and drop it into the collection plate or take it 
to the church office. If you put your envelope number 
on your donation, it will appear on your contribution 
statement as a tax-deductible contribution. 

YOUTH MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE

OPERATION 
CHRISTMAS CHILD

MISSION STARTS AT HOME
Typically we think of community service projects or 
mission work as something that is organized by a church 
or community outreach. But it doesn’t have to be! 
Individual people and families can organize a project 
fired by a passion to help others in a specific way. And 
even individual families can just decide to reach out and 
help in a way that touches their hearts without making a 
big organized “thing” about it. 

Recently, Kenyon, Clint, Bailee and Ryleigh Golisch 
decided to get involved with a project called Operation 
Christmas Child. They decided to fill shoeboxes with gifts 
for the less fortunate. This is part of a greater outreach, of 
course ... one that sends such boxes all over the world! 

If your family feels so moved, don’t wait for someone 
else to start a mission project. Go ahead and follow your 
heart!
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $100.00 in memory of all those who passed away in honor of Totenfest from Beverly King
 $10.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Ruth Harbath
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Dave & Emily Schwartzman
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Pat Schulz
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Jeff & Sue Kraft

Music & Choir
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Gerald Oestreich

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of Verna Kamke from Marge & Phil Kamke

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Lynn Henrich
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Harriet Henrich
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Gloria Schenzel

New Roof
 $200.00 in memory of Rich Vachavake from Ronald Vachavake
 $50.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Dick & Darlene Bettin
 $100.00 in memory of Phil Schaefer from Jean Schaefer

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Dennis & Ione Koehler
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Dorothy Koehler
 $15.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Norm & Alice Ziemke
 $50.00 in memory of William Storm from Barb & George Dintelman
 $50.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $50.00 in memory of Helen Frederick from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $20.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Dennis & Sharon Woller
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Randy Perry
 $25.00 in memory of Bill Storm from Roland & Melita Hall
 $25.00 in memory of Joan Muschinske from Fern Hernandez

MEMORIALS

The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program for the 2016-2017 heating year is accepting 
applications and is scheduled to run until May 15, 2017. Call 715.539.1344 to make an 
appointment. Eligibility is based on household size and gross income in the three months prior 
to the month of application.

Traveling to Grandma’s House this Holiday Season? Stock up on gas cards for the drive and fast food cards for those 
drive-through pit stops if it’s a long drive to get there.  And don’t forget to pick up a little something for Grandma 
to show your appreciation for all of her hard work hosting the holidays! Some lotion from Bath & Body Works, a 
new scarf or pin from Kohl’s, or perhaps a gift certificate for her favorite restaurant would be great. And you can 
purchase all of those with Scrip! So stop in the office or after services at the Scrip table and purchase Scrip today!



SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11      Third Sunday of Advent

 Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
  Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians:  Marlene Krueger and the Church Choir

Join us for Christmas Caroling after services!

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Church Council. 

Radio Ministry is sponsored in memory of Verna Kamke from  
Marge & Phil Kamke.

Altar flowers are in loving memory of Glenn Oslage for his birthday from his 
family.  Piano flowers are in memory of Vernon Heuser for his birthday from his 

family.

Nursery help is Melanie Golisch, Jodie Golisch and family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18 
Usher’s Drawing After Worship
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 

Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.


