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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Needs:
715.575.3191

WHAT MAKES A CHURCH?

I was with the Stewardship Team last night talking about our upcoming and Third 
Annual Stewardship Campaign. We were talking about a lot of things about giving 

and contributing and what it takes to fund the mission and ministry of this congregation. 
We talked about the idea of blessings, which was our stewardship theme two years ago. 
How do we respond when we feel blessed by someone or something? Ideally the sense 
of being blessed is a feeling of having our cup runneth over, even if only in some small 
way. What do we do then?

We also talked about vision. Stewardship professionals say that understanding and 
believing in the mission and vision of an organization is one of the top three keys to 
gaining support. I admitted that our Church Council has been digging through that 
conversation a lot this year. And they are making progress. They are trying to figure out 
how we best describe who we are and who we’ve been as a congregation, and since, 
we’re talking about vision, perhaps most importantly, we are considering who we are we 
becoming.

There was consensus that there is a different energy on Sundays and in the building 
throughout the week. Something is happening, something is moving. And it’s good that 
we’re trying to name it. Once it’s named, it’s easier to live into.

I also mentioned something that I heard about a church renewal professional. Cameron 
Trimble is the CEO of the Center for Progressive Renewal, an organization affiliated 
with our denomination that has been helping churches around the country grow, renew, 
rebirth, and indeed start brand new. I don’t remember the exact quote, but her personal 
hope/vision for the United Church of Christ is that a true measure of faithfulness, would 
be for the quality of life to increase, and become better, in every town in the country in 
which a UCC church lives.

I am extremely compelled by this, and those present with the Stewardship Team seemed 
to be intrigued by it, as well. Whatever we believe our mission or deep purpose is as a 
congregation, my personal hope would be that we could live into Rev. Trimble’s vision as 
well … And I think we already are.

So what will it take for Saint Stephens United Church of Christ to be a force to be reckoned 
with when it comes to raising the standard of living in this town of Merrill? What are we 
already doing? What are the needs we can still meet in this city of ours? My hope is that 
as we start this partnership with Jefferson Elementary school, (which you’ll be hearing 
more about shortly!), that our goal is to be present in the community and to do tangible 
good.

But to care for our community, we also need to care for ourselves. We need to make 
sure that we care for each other in our times of need within the congregation. It means 
that we need to engage in capital campaigns to make sure that our building is safe and 
structurally sound for our worship, and for our community, not just for today, but for 
tomorrow, and for generations to come. I think all of this is a part of what stewardship 
means, of what it means to contribute to the life, mission, and ministry of a congregation. 
Our Stewardship Campaign 2016 will begin Sunday, October 23. Look for a letter coming 
in the mail in that week before.

The Spirit is moving, and it’s bringing change, and growth, and new life. Thanks be to 
God.

On the journey with you,

Kyle
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UNDER THE BRIDGE
Dave Raddenbach continues to organize a mission to 
assist the homeless in central Wisconsin, a project we 
are calling “Under the Bridge” since we are specifically 
helping a group of people who are currently living 
under bridges in the central Wisconsin area. 

Each Wednesday, sandwiches and other food, toiletries, 
and other collected items are delivered to help meet 
the needs of these neighbors. This is a great opportunity 
for you to get involved ... it’s only an hour! Just meet 
Dave in the kitchen Wednesdays at 3:00 PM and lend a 
helping hand making sandwiches. (Sandwiches need to 
be made here because our kitchen meets commercial 
codes.) You can also help with donations! We need: 

• Individual serving fruit juices, soda, Kool Aid, etc.
• Bottled water by the case

• Small pop-top cans of beans, Ravioli, spaghetti 
o’s, fruit, etc.

• Loaves of bread (for making sandwiches)
• Ham, bologna, lunch meats, sliced cheese, 

peanut butter & jelly (for making sandwiches)
• Ziplock sandwich bags
• Non-perishable snacks 
• Instant coffee
• Toilet paper
• Toiletries: Toothpaste, deodorant, etc.
• Hand warmers
• New socks
• Blankets, comforters, pillows (clean, in good 

condition)
• Men’s clothing in all sizes (clean, no holes/tears/

rips)

Donations may be dropped off in the office, but please 
mark donations “Under the Bridge” to  distinguish from 
food pantry donations. 

We can’t fix the entire problem, but together we can 
give someone a soft pillow to lie on, a blanket to cover 
up with, and a full stomach for today. Can YOU help?

There is Still Time to Register for the 
Women’s Weekend Retreat

@ Moon Beach
November 4 @ 7:30 PM through 
Sunday, November 6 @ 11:30 AM

“Be Your Best You!”

BUT time is running out!

Registration Deadline is October 16.

Women ... take a little time for yourself ... to refresh, 
renew, regroup, and re-energize. 

        Invite a friend, mother, or sister.

This is a true retreat in every sense of the word:  Each woman attending can customize her retreat 
to meet her needs. You choose what your spirit needs most ... to be your best you!

Some group activites ... and four small group breakout sessions available. You choose what you 
want to do! 

$150 covers lodging and meal (breakfast, lunch & dinner on Saturday plus brunch on Sunday)

Breakout sessions are an additional cost.

See brochures in the Kuck Lounge for complete details and registration form.

Maxiumum capacity is 60 women.
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Sunday School Reminders
Parents, please bring your children to their Sunday 
School classroom before the beginning of the 9:00 
AM worship service and then plan to pick them up 
from their classroom when worship concludes.

Classroom Assignments this year are as follows:

• Pre-K & K:  Meet in second floor classroom of 
the education wing.   

• Grades 1 & 2:  Meet in the first floor classroom 
of the education wing.

• Grades 3 & 4:  Meet in the first floor classroom 
of the education wing.

• Grades 5 & 6:  Meet in the Memorial Room on 
the second floor of the education wing.

• Grades 7 & 8:  Meet in the new youth room up 
on the third floor of the education wing.

Looking forward to seeing you all Sunday morning!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

CAN YOU “MAKE A DIFFERENCE”?
Kenyon & Bailee Golisch are looking for volunteers to 
participate in “Make A Difference Day” on behalf of 
Saint Stephens on Saturday, October 22. We encourage 
volunteers of all ages ... from youth on up to any able 
bodied person ... to participate. We will work together 
to do yard work or other tasks we identify to help out 
in the community. Speaking of which ... if you know of 
someone who needs help with getting their yard ready 
for winter or some other tasks they cannot complete 
on their own, we’d like to know about them and their 
need! Perhaps we can help. We plan to work together 
as a team in one or more identified locations from 
about 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon.  Please call Kenyon 
Golisch directly at 715.218.5745 to get involved! 

Remember: SCRIP  
costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

THANK YOUS
A big thank you goes out to Dennis Woller and Dave 
Schwartzman for taking the Food Pantry donations in 
Friday, September 23. 

And special thanks to Rich Dabbert who volunteered 
to take in the Food Pantry donations each month going 
forward! Bonnie Koelsch volunteered as a back up.

Blood Donors from  
St. Stephens 

in July.
Thank you for giving 

the gift of life!

Dan Pick  Janice Schiller
Buzz Fehrmann Dana Klug
Mark Woller  Todd Josiger
Missy Ruge  Bill Weber
Janice Schiller

OCTOBER IS ...

Stop in the church office to pick up some Scrip 
before you head out shopping! We now have 

MANY vendors’ Scrip here in stock.

Thank you, Rev. Kyle Carnes & Rev. Missy Holdorf 
for all that you do for the congregation and staff here at 
Saint Stephens! We see all the love, time, and attention 
you put into all that you do here, and we are so glad 
you are here putting your hearts and souls into your 
ministry where we also get to reap what you sow. 
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At 5 PM Monday

Chili with Corn Bread 
Hot Veggie, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

CREATING A CAPITAL 
CAMPAIGN TEAM

Over the last few months, 
the Church Council has 
been working through 
the large capital needs 
of the church and 
building. There are four 

major projects that need to be addressed:  the sanctuary 
roof, the sanctuary interior, rewiring electrical in the 
sanctuary and fellowship hall, and a new organ. 

Would YOU be interested in being a part of the Capital 
Campaign Team that will coordinate this project? 
The team will oversee the fundraising, construction, 
interior design, and overall communication with the 
congregation about the project. This will be the team 
responsible for selecting the design of the sanctuary 
and other spaces, as resources allow, so if you want 
input into how the sanctuary and other spaces will 
look, now is the time to get involved! There will need 
to be other people involved in making everything 
happen, of course, but first we need folks who have 
some experience in any of the above areas, and have 
the ability to commit some considerable time over the 
next year and a half. 

The Team will be assembled by Council and will work 
on behalf of Council, and will be commissioned at our 
annual meeting in November. If you are interested or 
have any questions, please speak with Rev. Carnes, or 
Church Council President, Jennifer Porath. Thank you 
for your consideration in this important task for the 
future of our congregation.

BIBLE SPONSORS
Thank you to the following donors who sponsored 
Bibles.

• Dick & Darlene Bettin
• Carl & Kathryn Hass
• Harriet Henrich
• Christina Lammerding
• Mike & Debbie Moellendorf
• Jean & Dave Mootz
• Lora Jean Oslage
• Linda & Bryan Plautz

While most Bible sponsorships are not intended for 
a particular student, we will do our best to honor a 
specific sponsorship request when possible.

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS?
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are hosting three gatherings for anyone interested 
in becoming a member of Saint Stephens. They will be 
held on the evenings of November 7, November 15, 
and November 30 in anticipation of our New Member 
Sunday on December 4. We are mailing a letter to 
anyone who has directly expressed interest and to 
others we believe may have an interest. If you do not 
receive a letter and you are interested in attending and 
becoming a member, please talk to one of the pastors 
after the service or call the office at 715.536.7322, 
and we will gladly send you an invitation letter! If you 
know of a new member or frequent visitor, strike up 
a conversation with them and ask them if they would 
like more information. If the answer is yes, invite them 
to call the office for more information about these 
gatherings!
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STILL WANT TO SPONSOR A STUDENT BIBLE? IT’S NOT TOO LATE

This year, members of the congregation are encouraged to sponsor a student and purchase a Bible for them. 
There are roughly 60 students who are enrolled in classes so far, and each Bible costs roughly $20.00. When you 
purchase/sponsor a Bible for a student, your name will be placed on a label to identify you as the sponsor. We are 
still in need of many Bible sponsors.

If you would like to sponsor a Bible, simply enclose $20 (cash or check) for each Bible you would like to sponsor in 
an envelope, along with your name(s) as you would like it shown on the sponsorship label, and either drop it into 
the collection plate or drop it off at or mail it to the church office. A form is included below for your convenience.

If you have any questions regarding any of this please call me.

SPONSOR A STUDENT BIBLE
I’d like to sponsor ____ student Bibles @ $20.00 each for a total donation of $________ enclosed.
Please show my name on the sponsorship label as follows:

“This Bible is sponsored by ________________________________________________________________.”

Missy

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship

A simple, meditative, communion service.

5:45 - 6:30 PM

There is nothing required. Come as you are

to find a space of rest and reflection and peace.

A short video from www.theworkofthepeople.com 

offers the theme for each service, with scripture, a short 

mediation, silence and simple music.

Ladies of St. Stephens ...
You’re Invited ...

To a Ladies Fellowship Tea

A Fellowship Tea is planned for Wednesday, October 12, at 
1:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Please add your name to the sign-
up sheet in the office if you plan to attend, or call Marilyn at 
715.536.8428 or Sue at 715.216.6431. If no answer, leave a 

message with your name and the number attending so they can 
plan for the food.

The Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program for the 2016-2017 heating year will begin accepting applications 
October 1, 2016, and is scheduled to run until May 15, 2017. Call 715.539.1344 to make an appointment. Eligibility 
is based on household size and gross income in the three months prior to the month of application.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Slumber and Sleep

The one who keeps you will not slumber. The Holy One 
will neither slumber nor sleep. - Psalm 121:3-4

Herding sheep is hard work.  

Recently a shepherd in Spain fell asleep on the job and, 
before you could say goodnight, some 1,300 sheep 
were wandering through a nearby town, walking down 
the street as if they owned the place. Fast-acting police 
rounded up the wayward woolies and returned them to 
their pastures before the snoozing shepherd even knew 
they were missing.  

The shepherd may not have known, but the rest of the 
world soon did. His story went viral, and all over social 
media my friends had an, um, field day. I laughed, too—

at first. And then: Wait. I do that all the time.  

I’ve also been known to go astray, a spiritual condition 
that leaves me wondering how I can possibly shepherd 
someone else. I worry that my “flock” will discover I’m a 
fraud—purporting to lead them to God on a day when I 
forgot to pray, tending to details instead of hearts, falling 
asleep when I’m supposed to be taking care.  

Yes, it’s a mixing of metaphors—because our lives are 
a mixture of roles.  

One minute we’re the stressed-out shepherd doing all 
we can to make sure no one in our charge gets lost 
or hurt or left out or treated unjustly (whew!), and the 
next we’re a wayward lamb just trying to find its  way 
home. Pastors or parents, partners or friends, teachers 
or managers, all of us are sheep in shepherds’ clothing.  

So whenever you’re feeling sheepish (or just 
overwhelmed), take heart: You really can’t do it all—
and you’re not meant to. Let yourself nod off sometimes, 
knowing that the Good Shepherd neither slumbers nor 
sleeps.

Prayer 

Now I lay me down to sleep. I pray the Lord my flock 
to keep. Amen.

By Vicki Kemper

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 6, 20, 27 
December 18

Radio 
Call the Office 
October 23, 30 

November 6 
December 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
October 16, 23, 30 
November 6, 20, 27 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.
(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

THANKSGIVING DAY 
DINNER
It is St Stephen’s turn 
to host the Community 
Thanksgiving Day Dinner 
this year. I will take the 
lead, but will need at 
least three others to join 
me in creating a team to 
facilitate this event.

We will need many others to volunteer the day before 
for prep work; on Thanksgiving Day to pack to-go meals, 
serve the meal, and clean up; and to donate food items 
to cut down the cost of preparing the meal.

I will put out a sign up sheet for workers and food 
donations at a later date. Please watch the Interpreter 
for continued info.

Anyone interested in helping me as a part of the 
leadership team for the Thanksgiving Day Dinner, please 
call me at 715.536.5424 after 4:00 PM.  

Thank you in advance for your support and God Bless!

- Cheryl Buck 
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WE NEED COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS!
The Coffee Hour sign-up chart has been moved to the 
kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. You might miss seeing it on 
a Sunday, but if you forget to sign up on the weekend, 
just call the office, and we are happy to sign you up! 

How do you host a Coffee Hour? It’s easy! Bring 
in some treats, make coffee as soon as you arrive 
(instructions are on the side of the fridge), and arrange 
the treats on the head table with napkins, small plates, 
and coffee cups, creamer, and sweetener. Coffee Hour 
is held between the conclusion of the 9:00 AM worship 
service and the beginning of the 10:30 AM worship. 
Visit with people and get to know them. Welcome 
visitors! It’s fun! Clean up the area the way you found it.  
That’s all there is to it!

Cosmo Theatre   Menards   Burger King   Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe   Amazon.com    
First Street Coffee Station   The Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic/Athleta   Bed, Bath & Beyond 

Shopko   Bath & Body Works   Kohl’s   Target   Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 
Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn, Arby’s/BP/A&W    

BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Walmart   Chips    
Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 

Dairy Queen   iHop   Panera Bread   Pizza Hut   Starbucks   Arby’s   Subway   Dunkin Donuts 
Eagles Club   Hardees

You can purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office during normal business hours.
Other Scrip available by special order. Ask at the Scrip table after services.

Have you noticed the assortment of autumnal and 
Halloween candies lining the store shelves? It’s almost 
time to stock up for the trick or treaters who will be 
arriving at our doors in about a month. Before you 
just start dropping those tempting treats into your cart, 
stop at the Scrip table after services and pick up some 
Scrip to use for those purchases. That way you’ll be 

“treating” Saint Stephens to a little extra income from 
those purchases, too. We carry Scrip in stock for lots 
of stores that carry Halloween candy on their shelves 
... from grocery stores like Dave’s County Market and 
department stores like Target and even Fleet Farm!

INTERPRETER DEADLINE
The Interpreter deadline is Friday at 5:00 PM for items 
to be included in the following week’s edition. Please 
plan accordingly. Thank you!

Hargrave Appliance, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage of your purchase 
of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Miller Furniture also 

participates in the Scrip program in this same manner. Just tell whichever store you are shopping at that you 
belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

5K RUN/WALK TO END DEMENTIA
A walk to benefit Bell Tower Memory Support Program 
and Dementia Research will be held on Saturday, 
October 15, beginning at 9:00 AM at Bell Tower 
Residence, 1500 O’Day Street, in Merrill. Choose from 
four different routs ranging from .35 miles to 3.2 miles. 
Get some exercise and support a great cause!
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Mark Your Calendar 
to hear

The Garms Family
in Concert

at Saint Stephens
Saturday, October 15

6:30 PM
A Free Will Donation will be Accepted

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is hosting a 
Dinner Concert

featuring 
the Clauson Family Trio

Sunday, November 6
12:30 PM Catered Meal

1:30 PM Concert
Tickets are $35 per person

To purchase tickets, send a SASE along with your ticket 
request and check to:

St. Paul Church
c/o Lois Oestreich

T16126 County Rd WW
Wausau, WI  54403

No tickets will be available at the door.
For questions or more information, call Lois at 

715.536.6965

THIS SUNDAY, October 9:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Sunday School, Worship at 10:30 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM

UPCOMING EVENTS

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

Whole Coffee Beans
8 oz ... $8 each       16 oz ... $15 each

Available Any Time!
For Sale on the Honor System at  

the “Coffee Table”  at Saint Stephens

(All Sales help War Victims in Laos)

Mark your calendar:  
FALL CRAFT SHOW

October 20 from 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Start holiday shopping with beautiful handcrafted gifts made locally. The 

Community Enrichment Center Craft Shop will also be open.
1004 E. First Street (located in the lower level of Merrill City Hall)
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorials
 $25.00 in memory of Nancy Henrich from Randy W. Perry

Radio
 $190.00 in memory of loved ones from Dave & Emily Schwartzman

Organ
 $20.00 in memory of Mark Hagedorn from Bill & Charmaine Storm

MEMORIALS

STAFFING “STUFF”
CUSTODIAL POSITION

Some of you may have noticed our advertisement in the Foto News a couple of weeks ago for a Part Time 
Custodian. This ad was our quick response to Brian Gilbert’s resignation several weeks ago, and we have since 
received several responses. 

Since that time, we have contracted with Lincoln Industries to provide for the church’s immediate custodial needs 
as we accept applications and generally re-evaluate our staffing needs as they pertain to janitorial services and 
facilities management overall. 

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Likewise, we have not yet filled the official position of Director of Christian Education following Sue Catlin’s 
retirement. Thus far, your two pastors, along with an awesome crew of volunteers, have stepped in to get the new 
Program Year started, and it is off to a great start!

PHILOSOPHY ON FILLING VACANCIES

The way we are handling these two vacancies reminds us that our philosophy on filling vacancies may not yet have 
been fully communicated to everyone as a congregation. 

As you all know, the needs of our congregation as they pertain to staffing continue to evolve. When a staff member  
moves on, we have consciously decided to be thoughtful and deliberate about new hiring. Yes, we realize we 
need staff to fill the roles vacated by a staff member who leaves us. We are conscious that such vacancies create 
an additional burden on the workloads of already busy staff and volunteers. But before we simply react to replace 
the position in the exact same manner in which it was filled with the previous staff member, we are taking a step 
back to consider more than just our immediate needs. Rather, we want to adopt a long-term strategy. We consider 
changing roles of the position from when it was first initiated to when it was vacated, the complexities of changing 
technology as it affects the individual role and the roles of others on staff and the outlook for our ministry, and the 
logistics of how the position should best be filled. These are but a few of the factors we take into consideration as 
we evaluate what is in the best interest of everyone here at Saint Stephens.

So if it seems like we’ve been taking quite a while to hire “replacements” for staff vacancies, it’s because we have. 
Just know that all of your staff here at Saint Stephens, including clergy, and the members of Church & Ministry, are  
working together to find the best staffing solutions to meet both the short- and long-term needs of our church and 
the ministry and the work we do together. 

ATTENTION VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS:  Are you a visitor to Saint Stephens? 
Have you been thinking of becoming a member? Now is your chance to learn more 
about us, get to know some of our members a little better ... and get to know each 
other, too! We’re hosting New Member gatherings beginning on November 7, and 
we’d love for YOU to join us! Call the church office at 715.536.7322 and let us know 
you’re interested. We’ll send you an invitation letter with complete information!



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9:  

 Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
  Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians:  Marlene Krueger and Jim Bjorklund.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Emily Schwartzman, Pat Schulz, and Bonnie Koelsch.
Radio Ministry is in memory of loved ones from Dave & Emily Schwartzman. 

Altar flowers are sponosored in memory of Mary Geiss from her family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, OCTOBER 10
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:30 Church Council

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 12 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 2:00 Ladies Tea 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 11:00 Bell Tower 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15
 6:30 The Garms Family Concert
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

LIKE us on 
Facebook!


