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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

TEST OR TESTIMONY

Friends, I want to welcome you to a new program year in the life of Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ! This Sunday we will resume Faith Formation classes 

during Sunday School for our children and youth. Classes for PreK - 8th grade will 
take place during our 9:00 AM worship. Pastor Missy and I have been working hard 
to bring a new curriculum to life for this new year, and we’re very excited about it. 

Our choir will return after their summer hiatus, under the direction of our new 
Director of Music, Jim Bjorklund. We are excited to welcome Jim to our staff and 
church community! We will celebrate communion together this weekend as one 
community. Plan to attend worship this Sunday at 9:00 AM and gather together 
again. It will be a great celebration!

Next Sunday, September 25, we will return to the schedule of two services on 
Sunday mornings, at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM. 

I’ve been thinking about the Fall and the end of Summer, and all of the things that 
change and start this time of year. I see the days becoming noticeably shorter, and 
feel that the summer warmth has left the air. I’ve been reading through Sunday 
School curriculum, and I keep thinking about what is fundamental to our faith.

What are the basic building blocks to living a life of faith? There are, of course, many 
things that could be chosen for different reasons, but for me, the idea that in the 
United Church of Christ, we do not believe in tests of faith, keeps coming to me 
this season. 

This means that when you think about attending Saint Stephens UCC, or even as 
you consider becoming a member, there is no test of faith. This means that we 
will not make you ascribe to a list of beliefs that you need to check off in order to 
belong. This means that you don’t have to memorize certain verses or creeds to 
be acceptable. We take serious Martin Luther’s declaration of the priesthood of 
all believers, meaning that none of us needs a priest to intervene on our behalf. 
God can and does come to each of us, willing to speak each of our names, and 
be present in real ways. We also take seriously St. Paul’s admonition to work out 
our own faith with “fear and trembling”. That does not have to be as terrifying as 
it can sound, but it does mean that the responsibility (and privilege) is on each of 
us to discern, and discover, and doubt, and wonder, and pray, and imagine what a 
relationship with the Holy One, the Ground of our Being, the Great Spirit, the God 
of Love, might look like. We get to do this for ourselves and not have it dictated to 
us from someone or somewhere else.

So, if we don’t have tests of faith that you must pass in order to participate or belong, 
how do we speak about our faith and God’s presence? Well, that’s where testimony 
comes in. We testify to God’s presence in our lives, by telling our own stories. We 
share our own experiences AND we make space in our stories for the stories and 
experiences, of others. We trust that, if when God shows up to us it feels real, that 
when God shows up to someone else it is equally real. And thus, when we listen to 
each other, and trust another’s testimony of experience as real, then the result is that 
our ideas of God grow. Our picture of God expands, becomes larger, more spacious, 
and ideally, also more gracious. This is the gift of a faith community.

Continued on page 2
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REGISTER NOW
for the

Women’s Weekend Retreat
@ Moon Beach

November 4 @ 7:30 PM through 
Sunday, November 6 @ 11:30 AM

“Be Your Best You!”

Open to women of all ages ... invite a friend, sister, daughter, mother ... 

As women, we fill many roles, especially caregiver roles. It is easy to lose sight of ourselves as we 
get buried in commitments and obligations. It is important to pause periodically to refresh, renew, 
regroup, and re-energize.

Each woman attending can customize her retreat to meet her needs: lots of social time or quiet 
alone time, physical or sedentary, music or birds chirping, cup of coffee or tea, nap or early 
morning walk, campfire chats or read in a rocking chair, yoga, massage, crafts and painting, 
vespers, and devotional time. It’s your retreat! You choose what your spirit needs most ... to be 
your best you!

Some activities will be for the entire group, but there will also be four small group breakout 
sessions ... beginner yoga, massage, “blank canvas” painting party, inspirational chocolates craft 
... choose the ones you want or do your own thing (read, knit, listen to loons, watch deer, listen 
to music, pray, create a sand castle, catch up with an old friend, make a new friend, review new 
books, exchange recipes and tips, whatever you desire!).

$150 covers lodging and meal (breakfast, lunch & dinner on Saturday plus brunch on Sunday)

Cabins are heated and include modern bathroom facilities. Please bring towels and a sleeping 
bag or sheets and pillow. (Each bed is fitted with a handmade quilt.)

Breakout sessions are an additional cost.

See brochures in the Kuck Lounge for complete details and registration form.

Maxiumum capacity is 60 women.

Please register by October 16.

So, as the swing of Fall ramps up, think about the ways that God shows up. Think about the moments when 
love is most real. Think of the instances of intense connection between friends and loved ones. Think about 
times when you have a deep sense of belonging. Remember those spaces when community shows up and 
you remember that you are not alone … these have always been God moments for me. So I offer them for 
you. What other kinds of moments remind you that there’s something beyond you and that you are a part of 
something larger? Cherish those moments and reorient your life to prioritize them. Share them with others, so 
that God might be more easily found. Let’s testify to our sacred moments, allow God to grow, and continue 
to open our doors wide to all who may wander our way. Of course, we can do it all by ourselves, but it’s best 
done together.

See you Sunday morning to commune together!

Kyle

Continued from page 1 
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KELLY HUTCHISON JOINS OUR STAFF

Please join us in welcoming Kelly Hutchison to our 
staff! She will begin working in the office this Thursday, 
September 8, and will be one of the first friendly faces 
you see when you come in. Stop in and say “Hi” and 
introduce yourself to her. Kelly will work mornings 
Monday through Thursday and all day on Wednesdays.

Kelly Hutchison was born in Merrill but spent a good 
part of her youth as a resident of Center, Texas. She 
moved back to Merrill in 2002 and has lived here 
ever since, though she still retains a bit of a southern 
drawl and frequently visits the Lone Star State to stay 
connected to friends and relatives there.

Kelly’s entire working career has been in some capacity 
providing administrative support, so she is very 
comfortable in an office setting and looks forward to 
joining the staff at Saint Stephens as the new part-time 
Office Assistant. 

Kelly and her husband, Gary, share their home with 
Kelly’s brother, Mike Krembs, and their cats. Welcome, 
Kelly!

PINE CREST
The September Pine Crest worship service will be held 
at 2:00 PM on Thursday, September 22. Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Kathy 
Case, Linda Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Missy 
Holdorf will lead the worship service, and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.

The only thing you can control in this life is ...
Your Attitude!

Attention Sunday School Families!
Sunday School starts this Sunday Sept 18th

This first week of Sunday school Pre-K to 8th grade 
students will assemble in their classrooms to meet 
their teachers, get to know each other, and start the 
new curriculum. For the rest of the programming year, 
students will attend the beginning of worship with their 
families and after the children’s message be dismissed 
from church to go to Sunday school, where parents 
will pick them up after class.  

• Pre-K & K:  Meet in second floor classroom of 
the education wing.   

• Grades 1 & 2:  Meet in the first floor classroom 
of the education wing.

• Grades 3 & 4:  Meet in the first floor classroom 
of the education wing.

• Grades 5 & 6:  Meet in the Memorial Room on 
the second floor of the education wing.

• Grades 7 & 8:  Meet in the new youth room up 
on the third floor of the education wing.

Looking forward to seeing you all Sunday morning!

SUNDAY SCHOOL REGISTRATION FORMS
If you have not yet returned your completed registration 
forms, please get them in to the church office right 
away! It’s not too late, but Sunday School begins this 
Sunday, September 18, at the 9:00 AM service! We 
don’t want you to miss out! Registration forms may be 
mailed or dropped off in the office or you can email 
them to:  tina@ststephensucc.net

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, September 15, 2016
Eagles Club - 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
Spaghetti & Meatballs, Salad, Garlic Bread, Beans

Desserts, Coffee, Milk & Water
Sponsored by Merrill Ministerium
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SPONSOR A STUDENT BIBLE

Labor Day has come and gone, which for many marks an important event:  Back to School! New school clothes 
have been purchased, supplies organized, and earlier bedtimes adopted. As students ease back into school life, 
we at the church are getting ready to start our Faith Formation programming, as well. This year’s Fall Kickoff will 
be on September 18 at 9:00 AM. We hope that youth from age 3 on up will join us for lots of fun and learning 
about their faith!

It is always challenging to find a curriculum that is high quality and presents a theology that fits our faith tradition. 
But, I think Rev. Carnes and I have done just that. I am excited to announce that we will be using Whirl from Spark 
House Publishing. Whirl is a Bible centered approach that was created by a diverse group of denominational 
writers. It has animated characters that model what it’s like for kids to go through the questions and challenges 
of living their faith, and it includes Learner Leaflets that double as take home pieces with several different ways 
families can connect and can put their faith into action throughout the week together.

Even cooler yet is that the lessons correspond to the Revised Common Lectionary. The kids will learn what the 
church seasons are and will hear the same scriptures as those who are attending church that given Sunday, which 
helps kids get more out of both worship and Sunday School. There will also be opportunities that will connect the 
church to the faith formation of the students throughout the year.

This year, members of the congregation are encouraged to sponsor a student and purchase a Bible for them. 
There are roughly 60 students who are enrolled in classes so far, and each Bible costs roughly $20.00. When you 
purchase/sponsor a Bible for a student, your name will be placed on a label to identify you as the sponsor. 

If you would like to sponsor a Bible, simply enclose $20 (cash or check) for each Bible you would like to sponsor in 
an envelope, along with your name(s) as you would like it shown on the sponsorship label, and either drop it into 
the collection plate or drop it off at or mail it to the church office. A form is included below for your convenience.

If you have any questions regarding any of this please call me.

SPONSOR A STUDENT BIBLE
I’d like to sponsor ____ student Bibles @ $20.00 each for a total donation of $________ enclosed.
Please show my name on the sponsorship label as follows:

“This Bible is sponsored by ________________________________________________________________.”

Missy

Come one, Come all
Wednesday night worship

A simple, meditative, communion service.

5:45 - 6:30 PM

There is nothing required. Come as you are

to find a space of rest and reflection and peace.

A short video from www.theworkofthepeople.com 

offers the theme for each service, with scripture, a short 

mediation, silence and simple music.
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Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

Reminder: Scrip can be purchased in the Church 
Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday!

YOU’RE INVITED TO A BONFIRE & POTLUCK!
Bring Your Own Lawnchair, drinks, and a dish to pass.
The church will provide the meat, and Bill McIntyre 
will grill out!
When:  Saturday, September 24, at 5:00 PM - ??
Where: Bill & Paula McIntyre’s Home
  W3311 Cty Rd C, Merrill
RSVP/Sign Up in Church Office or Call 715.536.7322
NOTE:  We will cancel if it rains.

Have You Seen the Third Floor Makeover  
... a/k/a the New Youth Room? 

Fresh paint, new blinds, and new carpet combine to 
help control the temperature in the room and make it 
look awesome! The youth will be excited to adopt this 
room as their new space!

The Little Ones are Getting a Fresh Space, Too! 
First comes new blinds to control the temperature and 
a fresh coat of paint in invigorating colors! Next comes 
... well, I guess you’ll just have to stay tuned to see!

Above: Wall repaired and walls primed.
Below: Bring on the color!

Special thanks to Brian for all his hard work and to the 
painting crew for their awesome painting skills!
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At 5 PM Monday

Roast Chicken with Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 
Hot Veggie, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN TEAM
Over the last few months, the Church Council has been 
working through the large capital needs of the church 
and building. There are four major projects that need to 
be addressed:  the sanctuary roof, the sanctuary interior, 
rewiring electrical in the sanctuary and fellowship hall, 
and a new organ. 

We are putting out a call to the congregation for anyone 
interested in being a part of the Capital Campaign Team 
who will coordinate the entire project. The team will 
oversee the fundraising, construction, interior design, 
and overall communication with the congregation 
about the project. There will need to be other people 
involved in making everything happen, but first we 
need folks who have some experience in any of the 
above areas, and have the ability to commit some 
considerable time over the next year and a half. 

The Team will be assembled by Council and will work 
on behalf of Council, and will be commissioned at our 
annual meeting in November. If you are interested or 
have any questions please speak with Rev. Carnes, or 
Church Council President, Jennifer Porath. Thank you 
for your consideration in this important task for the 
future of our congregation.

UNDER THE BRIDGE
Dave Raddenbach continues to organize a mission to 
assist the homeless in central Wisconsin, a project we 
are calling “Under the Bridge” since we are specifically 
helping a group of people who are currently living 
under bridges in the central Wisconsin area. 

Each Wednesday, sandwiches and other food, toiletries, 
and other collected items are delivered to help meet 
the needs of these neighbors. This is a great opportunity 
for you to get involved ... it’s only an hour! Just meet 
Dave in the kitchen Wednesdays at 3:00 PM and lend a 
helping hand making sandwiches. (Sandwiches need to 
be made here because our kitchen meets commercial 
codes.) You can also help with donations! We need: 

• Individual serving fruit juices, soda, Kool Aid, etc.
• Bottled water by the case
• Small pop-top cans of beans, Ravioli, spaghetti 

o’s, fruit, etc.
• Loaves of bread (for making sandwiches)
• Ham, bologna, lunch meats, sliced cheese, 

peanut butter & jelly (for making sandwiches)
• Ziplock sandwich bags
• Non-perishable snacks 
• Instant coffee
• Toilet paper
• Toiletries: Toothpaste, deodorant, etc.
• Hand warmers
• New socks
• Blankets, comforters, pillows (clean, in good 

condition)
• Men’s clothing in all sizes (clean, no holes/tears/

rips)

Donations may be dropped off in the office, but please 
mark donations “Under the Bridge” to  distinguish from 
food pantry donations. 

We can’t fix the entire problem, but together we can 
give someone a soft pillow to lie on, a blanket to cover 
up with, and a full stomach for today. Can YOU help?

LET’S TALK TURKEY!
It’s Saint Stephens’ turn 
to host the Community 
Thanksgiving Day 
Dinner for 2016! 
Cheryl Buck will be 
coordinating all of the 
details. If you can help 
this year, please call 
Cheryl at 715.536.5424 
to let her know she can 
count on you! More 
details to come!
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COFFEE HOUR IS YEAR ROUND
Coffee Hour is scheduled year round. We want to 
enjoy coffee and fellowship with you after the 9:00 
AM service. Please join us! And if you can, please sign 
up to host one of the coffee hours. It’s easy: Bring in 
some treats, make coffee (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), set a few things up and do a small amount 
of clean up, and visit with others. Talk to your friends. 
Better yet, start a conversation with someone you’ve 
never talked to! Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Sign up to 
host a coffee hour in the Kuck lounge.

                 OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Regular office hours have resumed:

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Spare Us the Beauty of Fruit Trees

“I am come that they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly.” - John 10:10 KJV

I got poison ivy on the second day of vacation. The 
next day was full of email. My children bickered. It 
started to rain. I stepped barefoot on a Lego. I got two 
phone calls crowing about missed payments. Credit 
cards. They didn’t say it, but they said it, “You’ll never 
get your act together.”   

None of this surprised me. The rain kept coming. 
Badminton? A gin and tonic? I’d sooner wear a polo 
shirt with a popped collar. Summer is for suckers.  

I felt bitter. And my bitterness was just delicious! I let it 
sit on my tongue. I savored the taste. I stoked my pique. 

I should have stayed at work. We should have stayed in 
the city. Nothing matters anyhow.   

I jumped on my bike. There was a grass road behind 
the house. The rain stopped. The sun broke. The sky 
became all violet light just as the road became an 
orchard. I flew downhill, tight between two rows of 
cherry trees. The fruit was a blur of red. The trees a blur 
of green.  

The wonders of Christ’s cherry blur undid my disposition. 
He took my tasty bitterness and made it foul. I hit the 
brakes. I spit it out.   What could I do next but drink his 
sweetness in? I drank. I mourned my own absurdity. I 
laughed out loud. It was all too beautiful.   

In her poem “Orchard” H.D. prays, “You have flayed us 
with your blossoms / Spare us the beauty of fruit-trees.” 
That prayer will always go unanswered. We can decide 
existence is a problem. There’s plenty of evidence. We 
can confuse cynicism for wisdom. We’ll get plenty of 
agreement. But God wants our joy. And she will not 
leave us alone. So we get the loveliness of fruit-trees, 
whether we want it or not.

Prayer 

O God, strip off our sophistication. Cover us in loveliness. 
Amen.

By Matt Fitzgerald

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

November 6, 20, 27 
December 11, 18

Radio 
Call the Office 

October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
November 6 

December 4, 18, 25

Coffee Hour 
September 18, 25 

October 2, 9, 23, 30 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  
how to make the coffee!)

COFFEE HOUR 
SPONSORS NEEDED
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Cosmo Theatre   Menards   Burger King   Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe   Amazon.com    
First Street Coffee Station   The Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic/Athleta   Bed, Bath & Beyond 

Shopko   Bath & Body Works   Kohl’s   Target   Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 
Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn, Arby’s/BP/A&W    

BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Walmart   Chips    
Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 

Dairy Queen   iHop   Panera Bread   Pizza Hut   Starbucks   Arby’s   Subway   Dunkin Donuts 
Eagles Club   Hardees

You can purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday during 
normal business hours.  Other Scrip available by special order. Ask at the Scrip table after services.

CLOTHING UPDATE
No more clothing for a 
while! We have a LOT of 
donations to go through.  
We WILL accept clean 
used bedding, clean 
men’s sweatshirts, and 
new socks for Under the 

Bridge, though. Thank you for all of your donations! 
Keep checking back here for updates.
           - Shelly Burnett & Mary Stamm

BLESSING

CLOSET

With the first whispers of fall, do you find yourself 
craving homemade apple pie or apple crisp? If you 
aren’t planning to pick the apples yourself, don’t forget 
to use Scrip when you buy your baking apples and the 
other bounties of the harvest from area grocery stores! 
Remember, Scrip is available to purchase in the office 
during the week (except Wednesdays) and we carry 
Scrip for Piggly Wiggly, County Market, and Wal Mart 
in-stock in several denominations. So whether you just 
pop in for those apples and baking supplies or a whole 
cartload of groceries, you’ll be all set!

FOLLOW-UP ON.......A CONCERN

In June I wrote an extensive Interpreter article regarding 
unexploded ordnances (UXOs) in Laos resulting 
from the United States dropping 270 million cluster 
bombs during the Vietnam War (1964-1973), of which 
approximately 80 million failed to detonate. Since the 
Laotian people are still being victimized by this, it 
was my concern that the U.S. had a moral obligation 
to initiate and maintain some serious elimination of 
these UXOs. Some recent developments have been 
encouraging.

(1)  After persistent letters and phone calls to our 
Congressional representatives, Rep. Sean Duffy 
agreed to a meeting with Jim Harris.  Jim is the only 
person in the Country travelling to Laos for several 
months each year (at his own expense) to safely 
remove these live bombs.  He invited me to this 
meeting.  As Jim presented his concerns honestly and 
eloquently, my sense was that Rep. Duffy and two of 
his staff members listened intently and sincerely.  No 
positive legislation has yet resulted ......but it’s a start.

(2)  On Tuesday, Sept. 6, and as a result of his visit to 
Laos, President Obama made a verbal commitment of 
$90 million to Laos for UXO cleanup.  Congress still 
has to ratify this commitment........but if it is passed it’s 
a HUGE start.

I am planning to continue my communications with 
our Congressional representatives.  I will promise to 
keep you advised on anything positive.  Thank you for 
your interest and concern.

                                                   - Bill Weber

INTERPRETER DEADLINE
The Interpreter deadline is Friday at 5:00 PM for items 
to be included in the following week’s edition. Please 
plan accordingly. Thank you!

“Everyone thinks of changing the world, 
but no one thinks of changing himself.”

            - Leo Tolstoy
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ELECTRONIC GIVING UPDATE
Several members of our congregation have 
contacted the office to tell us how easy it 
was to set up their electronic giving on their 
computers or or to give via text on their cell 
phones!
We currently have 13 families utilizing 
electronic/text giving. Why not give it a try? 
It’s easy! 

COLLEGE STUDENTS
We’d love to stay in touch with our congregation’s 
college students and send them the Interpreter so they 
know what’s going on back here at home, as well. 
We might even surprise them once in a while with a 
care package! Please send us your college student’s 
mailing address at school along with their email addy. 
Let us know what year of college they’re in and what 
college they’re attending. Send the info to: interpreter@
ststephensucc.net!

CHIMES STARTING SOON
Chimes practice starts this Thursday, September 15, 
and goes each Thursday evening from 6:30-7:30 PM. 
(The time was incorrectly shown on the September 
calendar ... sorry about that! 6:30 is the correct time.) 

Think you might be interested in joining? Join us and 
see what it’s all about! The current Chime Choir 
members had no previous experience with chimes 
and with the help of our wonderful director, Darlene 
Johnson, they have learned to play beautiful music 
together. The Chime Choir is a friendly group and will 
help you learn how to play. Anyone (from 4th grade 
to adult) is encouraged to consider joining our fun, 
happy group!

Mark Your Calendar 
to hear

The Garms Family
in Concert

at Saint Stephens
Saturday, October 15

6:30 PM
A Free Will Donation will be Accepted

In the Gospel, Jesus tells us that the shepherd rejoices 
when he finds one lost sheep. The story tells us that 
nothing and no one is insignificant to God who is 
compassionate and loving to all.

Is there a neighbor or friends of yours who is in temporary 
need because of a loss of a job or illness? Please call the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Office (715.539.2666) ... 
We want to help.

- Sue Norenberg
Society of St. Vincent de Paul Outreach

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church is hosting a 
Dinner Concert

featuring 
the Clauson Family Trio

Sunday, November 6
12:30 PM Catered Meal

1:30 PM Concert
Tickets are $35 per person

To purchase tickets, send a SASE along with your ticket 
request and check to:

St. Paul Church
c/o Lois Oestreich

T16126 County Rd WW
Wausau, WI  54403

No tickets will be available at the door.
For questions or more information, call Lois at 

715.536.6965
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THIS SUNDAY, September 18:  Worship at 9:00 AM, With Communion 
FALL KICKOFF! - Our new Program Year for 2016-2017 Begins with a brand new curriculum for Faith 

Formation/Christian Education - Come and join us for Sunday School!
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
SUNDAY, September 25:  Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM

UPCOMING EVENTS

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

Whole Coffee Beans
8 oz ... $8 each       16 oz ... $15 each

Available Any Time!
For Sale on the Honor System at  

the “Coffee Table”  at Saint Stephens

(All Sales help War Victims in Laos)

FAITHFUL (REGULAR) GIVING

Did you know that the offering you put in the plate each week provides 95% of the income for the church so that 
we can pay our bills to fund the mission and ministry of this congregation? This means that every dollar you give, 
goes to purchasing engaging curriculum for our children or paying a salary of clergy or keeping the building warm 
in the winter or new music for the choir to sing or modern software to help care for the members and friends of 
the congregation.

Did you know that giving faithfully - contributing every week - is the best way to make sure that we keep all of 
our financial and mission commitments? Some people might think that giving more money is the answer. But if 
you notice, we don’t talk much about giving more money, but we do talk about giving faithfully, and that means 
two things. Firstly, it simply means that we trust that if you give faithfully you are contributing financially in a way 
that is faithful to your resources, not more, not less. And that’s a decision that only you can make. Secondly, giving 
faithfully means that you contribute regularly, for example every week or every month. 

It might seem like no big deal to not give $10 dollars for a couple weeks in the summer, but when attendance is 
down because of travel and vacation and 50 people don’t give that same $10, for say, six weeks, it’s not just $10, 
then it’s $3000 that the church didn’t receive to help meet it’s obligations throughout the summer. And if, each 
of those 50 faithful givers usually give $100 each, over the course of those six weeks, then the total is $5000 less. 

Here’s the point: doing this church thing takes all of us. You count on the church to be faithful even in your 
absence and we count on you be faithful in your absence as well. So when you miss a Sunday, we understand, 
life is life is, just remember that we need each other to do all that we do. And to keep a regular commitment 
whether you are present one week or not. Thank you for your faithfulness. We literally could not do this with 
you! …we literally could not do this without you.



LIKE us on Facebook!

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18: FALL KICKOFF! OUR NEW PROGRAM YEAR BEGINS 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only, With Communion 
 Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians:  Marlene Krueger, Jim Bjorklund

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is sponosored in loving memory of my wife,  

Linda, from Randy Perry. 
Altar flowers are in memory of granddaughter, Brynn Hilbert’s birthday  

from Phil & Kelly Natzke.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Zumba

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 6:30 Chimes

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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P.S. A Few  

      More  

     Things!

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

MEMORIALS for this week will be 
published in next week’s edition of the 
Interpreter.

See you at Sunday School!


