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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

VIOLENCE

I don’t know about you, but my heart is just sick every time I read the newspaper. 
My heart is especially heavy as I continue to learn of the violence unfolding in and 

around Milwaukee, WI.

Henry David Thoreau, a philosopher and wonderful poet, once wrote these words: 
“The gods we worship write their names on our faces; be sure of that. [We] will 
worship something ... Therefore it behooves us to be careful what we worship, for 
what we are worshipping we are becoming.”

I ponder the words of Thoreau when I think of all the violence in the world today. 
What we worship is what our hearts cling to and becomes who we are. It seems to 
me that the world is worshiping power and control. If this is true, power and control 
are the names being written on the face of our society, and that is what we will 
become. Moreover, what our youth will become.

However, there is hope. We are all created in the image of God, Imago Dei. Father 
Richard Rohr says it in this way, “The Holy Spirit is God’s very own life shared 
with us and residing within us (see John 20:22). When we pray, we are steadfastly 
refusing to abandon this Presence, this True Self, this place that already knows we 
are beloved and one with God.” And our God is a God of love. So we do not need 
to lose hope.

Let our hearts cling to that. Love is more powerful than hatred. Love is deeper than 
violence. Love always wins! Let us make that the focus of our prayers this week and 
we will talk more about it on Sunday.

See you in Church!

Missy
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REMEMBERING RE-MEMBER

When I agreed to the Re-Member trip, I knew it was 
about changing lives; I simply didn’t realize they 
meant MY life. Every prejudice I might have had was 
tearfully rejected as I learned the tragic history of the 
Lakota people: generations of poverty and oppression, 
hundreds of broken promises and treaties, and 
complete dysfunction of the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
causing road blocks to virtually every opportunity. All 
this led the Lakota people to the living conditions of a 
third world country. The Pine Ridge Reservation is the 
poorest county in South Dakota and among the poorest 
in the nation. 30% of homes on the “rez” do not have 
electricity. The teenage suicide rate is seven times the 
national average. Medical care is all but a joke.

To say it was a deeply emotional week is an 
understatement. Re-Member encourages volunteers 
to slow down to really listen and embrace our own 
spirituality. This in itself was a challenge for me, as I 
maintain a rigorous “Type A” personality and lifestyle. 
Our own meager conditions created a strain for me, as 
I don’t enjoy “roughing it.” (My husband, Scott, loves 
to tell people that my idea of camping is a Holiday 
Inn WITHOUT a pool!) We were hot, dirty, and 
thirsty. We took three minute showers after working 
all day so that all 30+ volunteers in our cabin would 

get a shower, slept in 8 person bunk rooms without 
air conditioning, followed the “2 slice” rule when 
making our sandwiches on the work sites, and drank 
from always warm water bottles. I don’t even want to 
talk about bugs. This was not ideal for me, and yet I 
felt ashamed for my discomfort, as these conditions 
still FAR surpassed those of most families living on the 
reservation. (And I only had to endure it for a week!) 
Additionally, I felt shame for the historic greed and 
cruelty of the white man . . . sort of guilt by association. 
Yet this deep sadness was balanced by many slivers of 
hope through the connections made with the families 
we served, the smiles on the faces as they climbed into 
their new beds with fresh bedding, and the friendships 
formed between not only our group of six, but other 
volunteer families from around the country who felt 
the same deep passion and commitment.

The 3 outhouses dug and built, 13 beds built, 7 decks 
and entrance steps built, and 2 trailer skirts attached 
may have made a tiny impact on life on the reservation, 
but life on the reservation forever changed me.

I look forward to sharing more with you at church on 
September 11 and throughout the year as we explore 
Indian culture and ways of bringing hope to the Lakota 
people.

     - Kelly Wallace

Pine Ridge, South Dakota

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Mark Your Calendar
for the

Women’s Weekend Retreat
@ Moon Beach

November 4-6, 2016
“Be Your Best You!”

More information coming soon ...

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “TACO TUESDAY”

The team of Dave Bagley, Bonnie Koelsch, Jan Schiller, 
and Penny Hommerding will serve tacos in the park 
on Tuesday, August 23. They should plan to meet with 
Carol Weber briefly after church this Sunday, August 21.

Volunteers, you are a blessing!
“Who doesn’t love a picnic in the park!”?

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

ANNUAL BEEF ROAST & AUCTION
Calvary Lutheran Church, Town of Pine River

N365 Cain Creek Road, Merrill
Sunday, August 21

Live auction @ 1:30 PM
Silent auction begins @ 11:00 AM

Meal @ 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Specially seasoned roast beef, BBQ roast beef, baby 
red potatoes, cole slaw, dinner rolls, corn, pie, coffee 

& milk.
Adults: $10   Children: 6-12  $5    Under 6: Free

Whole Coffee Beans
8 oz ... $8 each       16 oz ... $15 each

Available Any Time!
For Sale on the Honor System at  

the “Coffee Table”  at Saint Stephens

(All Sales help War Victims in Laos)

USHERS CLUB MEETING
The Ushers Club August meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, August 23, beginning at 6:30 PM. Please plan 
to attend!

Eagles Pancake Breakfast
Regular & Potato

August 21
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Merrill Eagles Club

1205 Lake Street, Merrill
Adults:  $7    Children 6-10: $3.50     Age 0-5:  FREE

 
Proceeds to benefit Shawn Weaver  

to help defray medical costs.

If you judge people, 
you have no time to love them.
- Mother Teresa

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
When Peace Came to Church

“Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness 
and peace will kiss each other.” - Psalm 85:10

It was a sultry August morning, one of those Sundays 
when I am amazed that anyone shows up for worship 
in our un-air-conditioned sanctuary. But the regulars 
were there, God bless them, along with a group of 
visiting scholars from Japan.    

By the time we got to the sharing of joys and concerns, 
the backs of our ancient wooden pews had become 
tacky to the touch. We were ready to get out of there, 
but our Japanese guests had something to say.  

The elder of the group began to share—in Japanese. He 
would speak a sentence or two, and then an interpreter 

would translate. Full minutes passed. Church members 
began to shift in their seats, desperate to get out of those 
sticky pews. Still, the man went on. I was just about 
to cut him off (politely), when he spoke two words in 
English: Pearl Harbor.  

Everyone snapped to attention. We eagerly awaited the 
translation, which went something like this: “It is with 
great sorrow and pain that we ask your forgiveness for 
our nation’s attack on Pearl Harbor.”  

Have you ever heard 100 people gasp in unison? Have 
you ever been broken open by another’s vulnerability? 
Have you ever realized, in one sudden, come-from-
nowhere, sucker-punch moment, that we carry within 
us the capacity to heal one another’s wounds?  

On behalf of the congregation, I extended our 
forgiveness, adding that we needed to seek their pardon. 
For Hiroshima. For Nagasaki. For the unfathomable 
suffering of the Japanese people. Could they ever 
forgive us?  

They could, and they did. We bowed to one another 
in humility and peace. And suddenly even the air felt 
lighter. 

Prayer 

Because I never know when or how you’ll show up, O 
God, keep bringing me back to those uncomfortable 
pews. Prepare my heart for a peace I didn’t even know 
I needed. Amen.

By Vicki Kemper

Stepping on: Building Confidence and  
Reducing Falls in Older Adults

Have you or someone you know had a fall in the 
last year or are fearful of falling? Join a Stepping On 
workshop!  Workshops are facilitated by trained leaders 
and provide a safe and positive learning experience 
focused on improving balance and strength, home and 
environmental safety, vision and a medication review. 
Research shows that Stepping On participants who 
have completed the program have a 50% reduced risk 
of falls!
Join us on Thursdays, September 8-October 20, 9:00-
11:00 AM at the Lincoln County Health and Human 
Services Building, Lower Level Conference Room.
This program is offered by the Lincoln County Fall 
Prevention Coalition in partnership with Kindhearted 
Home Care and the Aging and Disability Resource 
Center. Call the ADRC-CW for more information or to 
register for the program : 715-536-0311. Cost: Suggested 
Contribution of $10 for entire 7-week session.

SAINT STEPHENS 
TAKES FIRST PLACE 
Stop in the Kuck 
Lounge to take a 
look at our trophy! 
Saint Stephens’ team 
took first place in the 
Merrill Area Church 
Fast Pitch Softball 
Leage for 2016. Our 
team shirt and a first 
place medal are also 
on display. 

Want to play on 
the Saint Stephens 
softball team next 
summer? Get in touch 

with Jerry Burnett! We can always use more players! 
We play for fun, but it’s fun to win, too! Great job, team!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SPONSORING FLOWERS ... 
 IT’S AS EASY AS 1, 2, 3!
Want to you sponsor flowers for a Sunday worship 
service? For those of you who may not know, it’s really 
easy to do, and you can sponsor flowers in honor or in 
memory of someone you love or “just because.” Here’s 
how:

1  Sign up for an open Sunday to be the flower sponsor. 
There is a calendar pinned to the bulletin board 
right by the office door IN the office. Simply sign 

up on the Sunday you want and either write down the 
sponsorship exactly as you want it to read OR put down 
your name and phone number and call the office two 
weeks prior to your Sunday to tell Tina how you would 
like it to read at that time. She can help you word it if 
you need assistance. If you prefer, you can simply call 
the office during the week and Tina will sign you up on 
the calendar.

2Decide whether you will bring in your own flowers 
that Sunday or order flowers or a plant through a 
local florist. 

3If you will bring in your own flowers, feel free to 
make cut arrangements from your own garden 
or make wildflower bouquets, or you can pick 
up a cash-and-carry bouquet from Wal Mart or 

a local florist and arrange them in a vase ... whatever 
you would like. If you will need vases, we usually have 
a couple to spare in the office. Just ask. If we don’t 
happen to have any right then, you can usually pick 
a set up at St. Vinny’s for a couple of dollars. The only 
requirement is that flowers or plants should be real, not 
artificial. 

If you want to order flowers or a plant through a local 
florist, call to order them through the florist of your 
choice at the price point you choose. People often ask 
how much it costs to sponsor flowers, and the answer 
is: “It is entirely up to you. You tell the florist how much 
you want to spend.” Order two, one for each side of 
the altar. Ask the florist to deliver your order to the 
church the Friday before the Sunday you are sponsoring. 
During the summer, the church office closes at 1:00 PM, 
and during the program year, the church office closes at 
4:00 PM. Be sure to tell the florist the flowers will need 
to be delivered prior to the office closing. The florist will 
bring the flowers in a glass vase or bring the plant in a 
basket or pot. There is no need to stop in the office to 
pick up the old vase liners for the brass vases to take 
to the florist in advance unless you really want the old 
brass vases used. We actually prefer the glass vases the 
florists use! It’s easier for everyone.

We Love Flower Sponsors! 
Can You Help?

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

August 28 
October 2, 23, 30

Radio 
Call the Office 

October 2, 9, 16, 23, 30

Coffee Hour 
August 21, 28 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.
(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

St. Stephens Scrip
NEED TO SPECIAL ORDER SCRIP? NO PROBLEM!

Place your order at the Scrip table on Sunday, and in 
most cases, your Scrip will be available for you to pick 
up in the church office on Thursday, or you can pick it 
up after services on Sunday. Easy peasy! 

So why aren’t YOU using Scrip? With a program this 
awesome earning FREE MONEY for our church, it just 
doesn’t get much better than this! Give it a try.

Make a Difference Today! . . . 
  HOW is up to YOU!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SCHOOL INFO, PLEASE
If you have children age 19 or younger, you should have 
received a letter from Rev. Holdorf and Rev. Carnes 
along with a registration letter to help us prepare for 
our new program year. Sunday School will begin again 
on September 18! We hope your children will join us.  
(If you did not receive a letter, please call the office so 
we can confirm your address and get that info out to 
you ASAP.) Please complete and return the registration 
forms as soon as you can. Registration deadline is 
September 4. We are excited about the new Sunday 
school program year!  

P.S. We would also love to know the names, grades, and 
schools of all of the young adults in our congregation 
who are attending college! We’d love to keep them 
involved and send them a surprise once in a while, too! 
Email info to: tina@ststephensucc.net, drop her a note 
on her desk, or call and leave a voicemail with that 
information. 

FILL THE GAZEBO ... ANOTHER SUCCESS!
The fourth annual Fill the Gazebo Food Drive is now in 
the books! A total of 6,257 pounds of donations were 
received for this year’s drive. Pretty impressive!

Monetary donations for 2016 totaled $3,820, $2,000 of 
which was received through a grant from Sierra-Pacific. 
Many, many thanks for their generosity.  

Thirty-two Merrill churches and other organizations 
contributed to the Food Drive in 2016, which was a 
substantial increase from last year. Fifty-six individuals 
made contributions, approximately the same as in 2015.

Between 25 and 30 volunteers from churches worked 
at the event; of these, several were youth.

With each year the Food Drive has been in existence, 
the level of participation has increased.  he Fill the 
Gazebo Committee is grateful for the generosity of 
local churches, organizations, banks and individuals 
who have made it happen.  The need is great;  thank 
you sincerely for your role in filling that need! 

COFFEE HOUR IS YEAR ROUND
Coffee Hour is scheduled year round. We want to 
enjoy coffee and fellowship with you after the 9:00 
AM service. Please join us! And if you can, please sign 
up to host one of the coffee hours. It’s easy: Bring in 
some treats, make coffee (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), set a few things up and do a small amount 
of clean up, and visit with others. Talk to your friends. 
Better yet, start a conversation with someone you’ve 
never talked to! Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Sign up to 
host a coffee hour in the Kuck lounge.

At 5 PM Monday

Chili Dogs, Mac ‘n Cheese 
Baked Beans, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MISSION TRIP SUNDAY

Sunday, September 11 - During Worship
Join us to hear stories gleaned from experiences 
on the mission trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, July 23-30. Rev. 
Carnes and five members of our congregation 
immersed themselves in the culture of the Oglala 
Lakota Oyate (nation). They went to help, to 
perform service to others. What they got in return 
was powerful. You don’t want to miss worship 
Sunday, September 11! Come and be a part of the 
stories you will hear. Come with an open heart 
and a listening ear.

St. Stephens Scrip

Cosmo Theatre   Menards   Burger King   Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe   Amazon.com    
First Street Coffee Station   The Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic/Athleta   Bed, Bath & Beyond 

Shopko   Bath & Body Works   Kohl’s   Target   Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 
Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn, Arby’s/BP/A&W    

BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Walmart   Chips    
Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 

Dairy Queen   iHop   Panera Bread   Pizza Hut   Starbucks   Arby’s   Subway   Dunkin Donuts 
Eagles Club   Hardees

You can purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday during 
normal business hours.  Other Scrip available by special order. Ask at the Scrip table after services.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES WITH SCRIP?
WE SAY “YES!”
Whether it’s college or kindergarten, back to school 
time means back to school sales on school supplies. 
And the list grows longer each year. So why not school 
shop with Scrip? That way you’ll be contributing to 
Saint Stephens with every purchase, too!

From paper and pencils to crayons and calculators, 
you’re sure to find all that and more at Walmart, 
Walgreen’s, Target, or Shopko ... and all of these stores 
participate in the Scrip program, so no matter which 
one you choose to shop at, as long as you purchase 
your Scrip cards ahead of time to take with you, it’s a 
win-win situation! 

Once you’ve covered all the basic school supplies, 
consider how you can use Scrip to purchase back-to-
school clothes & shoes and all the items for school 
lunches, too!

PINE CREST 
The August Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, August 25. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Deloris Bauman, 
Renee Williams, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Kyle 
Carnes will lead the worship service, and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist.

Mean What You Say ...
  Say What You Mean.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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UNDER THE BRIDGE
Did you know there are homeless people in the central 
Wisconsin area living under bridges? We’ve seen them 
firsthand. There are close to 60 people living under just 
one bridge in the greater Wausau area. 

One person took notice and spread the word, and 
a new mission opportunity was born here at Saint 
Stephens:  “Under the Bridge.” 

Brian Gilbert and Dave Raddenbach took sandwiches, 
toiletries, water, and other necessities to distribute on 
the afternoon of Wednesday, August 3. (Thank you for 
the donations for that day!) 

But they knew once wasn’t enough. 

So a weekly outreach has begun. Each Wednesday, 
sandwiches and other food, toiletries, and needed 
items will be delivered to this group of homeless in 
our central Wisconsin community. We’d love it if more 
people would get involved! 

Here’s how you can help. We need donations of needed 
items, and we need people who can help us make and 
package sandwiches here in the church kitchen. (All 
sandwiches will be made and assembled here in the 
kitchen because our kitchen meets commercial codes.) 

Each Wednesday at 3:00 PM, anyone who wants to 
help can bring in loaves of bread and sandwich fixings 
(see list below) and meet in the kitchen where we will 
make 50-60 sandwiches before 4:00 PM. (One hour a 
week: What a great opportunity for youth or anyone 

with an hour to spare!)

Donations Needed for “Under the Bridge” on a 
regular basis:

• Individual serving fruit juices, soda, Kool Aid, 
etc.

• Bottled water by the case
• Small pop-top cans of beans, Ravioli, spaghetti 

o’s, fruit, etc.
• Loaves of bread (for making sandwiches)
• Ham, bologna, lunch meats, sliced cheese, 

peanut butter & jelly (for making sandwiches)
• Ziplock sandwich bags
• Non-perishable snacks 
• Instant coffee
• Toilet paper
• Toiletries: Toothpaste, deodorant, etc.
• Hand warmers
• New socks
• Blankets, comforters, pillows (clean, in good 

condition)
• Men’s clothing in all sizes (clean, no holes/tears/

rips)

Donations may be dropped off in the office, but please 
mark donations “Under the Bridge” to  distinguish 
from food pantry donations. 
We can’t fix the entire problem, but together we can 
give someone a soft pillow to lie on, a blanket to cover 
up with, and a full stomach for today. Can YOU help?

The Beatitudes  (Mark 5:1-12)
When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 
Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:  3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter 
all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Would you like to be a part of our new Congregational 
Care Team, providing care and support to families and 
individuals in a personal and compassionate way? 

That care might mean delivering a meal to new parents 
or providing meals for those diagnosed with a new 
illness, making visits wherever they might be needed, 
writing notes of encouragement, or sending cards to 
folks that are celebrating an anniversary or a birthday. 
Can you think of other things our team could do to 
make a difference in someone’s life?

Or are you or someone you know dealing with a 
sudden or chronic illness or loss in your family? Perhaps 
you are feeling disconnected because of the inability 
to attend church. Are you giving care to a loved one 
and needing an extra pair of hands for an errand or 
two? Or are you someone who feels the call to help 
out in any of these areas?

Kathy Hass is our new Congregational Care Coordinator, 
and she can help you access the support or care you 
need or set you up to help in any of these areas of 
care if you feel that you can assist others in need. We 
would love for you to be a part of this!

Please call Kathy Hass at 715-536-1307 or email her 
at carlhass@aol.com. If you have any other questions 
regarding this exciting and new ministry, please feel 
free to contact me at the church office and I would be 
happy to share more of this vision with you.

God Bless! 

Pastor Missy

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM

You can now purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, or Friday during normal business hours. 

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

CHOIR STARTING SOON!
Choir Practice begins the first Wednesday after Labor 
Day ... September 7 @ 6:30 PM ... Our first Sunday 
singing will be Sunday, September 18. Come and meet 
our new Music Director, Jim Bjorklund, and then make 
a joyful noise onto the Lord.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WHY DID YOU GIVE BY TEXTING?
Read what members of our congregation are 

saying ...

“Texting our giving is fantastic. Those of you that can 
use your phones to text can now text your giving to 

St. Stephens. I tried it just to see how it works. It is so 
easy even I could figure it out. Give it a try. You will 

not believe how easy and fast it is. LuAnn says it must 
be easy if I figured it out.”   

                                                                                                             
- Dennis GrefeHEADING OFF TO COLLEGE?

We’d love to stay in touch with you, send you the 
Interpreter so you can keep current with what’s 
happening back here at church, and maybe surprise 
you once in a while with a care package! Please 
send us your mailing address at school along with 
your email addy. Let us know what year of college 
you’re in, what college you’re attending, and if you 
want to share your area of study, we’d love to know 
what degree you aspire to earn, too! Send your info to: 
interpreter@ststephensucc.net!

Want to give Text Giving a try? Look back at a recent 
issue of the Interpreter or the end of the Sunday 
bulletin for instructions, or email tina@ststephensucc.
net to have instructions emailed to you!  It’s fast, easy 
& convenient!

WE NEED CLOTHING 
FOR KIDS

We are still in need of 
children’s clothing in 
all sizes. We realize 
children’s clothing often 
wears out quickly, but 
if you have any clothing 

your children have outgrown that is still in great 
condition, clean with no stains or tears, we’d love 
for you would donate it to our Blessing Closet! You 
can leave donations near the area for food pantry 
donations.          - Shelly Burnett & Mary Stamm

BLESSING

CLOSET

INTERPRETER DEADLINE
The Interpreter deadline is Friday at 5:00 PM for items to 
be included in the following week’s edition. Please plan 
accordingly. Thank you!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Worship continues 
at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening; 
however, there is no Bible Study during the 
summer months.

YOUTH 
NEWS!

What will await the Saint Stephens Youth Group this 
fall? We know for sure we’ll have a new Youth Room 
on the third floor of the education building. And we’re 
betting we’ll have some exciting new plans for the 
upcoming year, too. 6th graders & up ... make plans to 
join us!

YOUR EXCESS COULD MEET 
SOMEONE ELSE’S NEED

Jesus tells us to “strive to enter through the narrow 
gate.” Our call to be disciples and to follow Jesus 
demands that we learn to live for the sake of others. 
With love for your neighbors who have nothing, look 
around your house to see what furniture, household 
items, and clothing you no longer use ... and give it 
to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store. Also, 
please remember in your prayers those in need from 
our community. Thank you!
God bless you for your support of the work we do!
        - Society of St. Vincent de Paul Outreach

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Eleanor Fehlberg

Anniversary
 $15.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Gay & Sally Oberg

New Roof
 $50.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Bill & Joanne Wengeler
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Dick & Darlene Bettin
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Terry Krueger

Memorial
 $25.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Neal Christensen
 $20.00 in loving honor of the baptism of granddaughter, Charlotte Grace Formo, on August 14
  from Linda Hass
 $20.00 in loving memory of my husband, Norman, who passed away 18 years ago from Linda Hass
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Warren & Lois Latzig
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Dan & Patsy Pick
 $190.00 in memory of Arnold Zemke’s 100th birthday on August 26 from his wife, Emily, and Family
 $20.00 in memory of Roger Strand from the Ushers Club

Organ
 $25.00 in memory of Roger Strand from Barb & George Dintelman

MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, August 21:  Worship at 9:00 AM with Communion 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY will resume in September

MISSION TRIP SUNDAY:  September 11
FALL KICKOFF:  September 18

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hargrave Appliance, Miller Furniture, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Products will send a percentage 
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Just tell 

them you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, August 18
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill
Menu: Hot Ham Sandwiches, Fresh Vegetable Pasta 

Salad, Chips, Relish Tray, Desserts, Coffee, Milk, 
Lemonade & Water

Sponsored by:  Church Mutual

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


LIKE us on Facebook!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 21 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only 
 Rev. Missy Holdorf will be preaching.

Musician:  Darlene Johnson

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is sponosored in loving memory of Russell Cottrell from his wife, 

Patricia Cottrell; his daughter, Rev. Kathleen Jury; and his son, Christopher Cottrell. 
Altar flowers are in memory of Gordon Dotter for his 93rd birthday on August 22 
from his wife and family. Flowers near the piano are in honor of the baptism of 

Nora Evelyn Golisch from Jodi & Kevin Golisch.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 22
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, AUGUST 23 
 6:00 Worship Team

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 24 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 25
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 26
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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You’re Welcome here!
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