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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

MITAKUYE OYASIN 

Friends, it has been a very full nine days – full of travel, and time, and 
energy, and full spiritually, as well. As most of you know, six of us traveled 

to the far reaches of South Dakota last week to work with the Oglala Lakota 
Oyate (nation) on the Pine Ridge Reservation. The week was full of incredible 
learning, hard physical work, and new relationships. You’ll be hearing more 
from me and from the other five travelers over the next few weeks about our 
experiences. Mark your calendars for Sunday, September 11, when we will 
have Mission Trip Sunday during worship, and we’ll share with you the most 
powerful aspects of our trip. Your presence will mean a lot that Sunday.
While I was gone, Jamie and I also had the blessing of celebrating, 
coordinating, and officiating the wedding of Jamie’s best friend from high 
school. We made a whirlwind trip back to Michigan to be with family and 
friends for the festivities this past weekend. It was an incredible blessing to 
be there, and I’m grateful for the time away to be able to celebrate something 
so important in our lives.
Up above, there are two words you likely don’t recognize. Mitakuye Oyasin 
is a Lakota phrase, the language of the people on Pine Ridge Reservation and 
throughout other parts of South Dakota. It best translates into English as “we 
are all related.” It was a phrase that was everywhere throughout our week. It 
was used as a greeting, and it was used in the same way that we use “Amen.”
Our word “amen” translates most simply to mean “so be it” or “let it be.” I was 
struck by the power of ending prayers and conversations and presentations by 
reminded everyone gathered, we are all related. And it wasn’t just something 
they said because they were supposed to or because tradition dictated it. 
It was genuine. It was real. You could feel it. Mitakuye oyasin, we are all 
related, is deeply embedded into their culture and spirituality.
This caused me to wonder about our own tradition and our own stories. For 
all of the beauty and all of the power in our story, even the story we tell where 
love wins, there’s something we can gain from embracing mitakuye oyasin in 
our own lives. Our time on Pine Ridge was as much a cultural immersion trip 
as it was anything else. We came right up against their tradition, and many 
of us were challenged to find space for a tradition that was both so similar 
and so different from our own. For us Americans of European heritage, to 
say something like ‘we are all related’ would be a really sweet thing to say, 
but I fear that it goes against our centuries of individualism and unabashed 
materialism. Even for those of us who would believe it the most, there’s 
still something that sounds cliché about it – something that would be an 
inspirational quote to go on a magnet, but not something with depth.
However, I find myself strangely compelled by this notion that we are all 
related, and if we are indeed all related, perhaps our stories can find space 
for other stories a touch more easily. We could use a deep and renewed sense 
that all that we choose to allow to divide us, is secondary to our primary 
relatedness as human beings.
Perhaps it takes another culture and another language to break into our lives 
for it to feel more real on our lips and in our own hearts – we are all related.
Mi – tak – oo – yay  Oy – ya – sin. 
We are all related,

Kyle
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SAINT STEPHENS  
HAS A NEW  

MUSIC DIRECTOR

Jim Bjorklund will join our staff 
as our new Music Director 
effective August 1. Please join 
us in welcoming him to Saint 
Stephens!

Many of you may already be 
familiar with his name, as Jim recently retired from the 
position of High School Choir Director at Merrill High 
School after 24 years. He taught for 13 years at Carl 
Sandburg High School in Orland Park, Illinois, prior to 
coming to Merrill.

A native of Manitowoc, Wisconsin, Jim is a 1979 
graduate of Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, where 
he studied with Weston Noble. He earned a Master 
of Music Degree in Choral Conducting from Arizona 
State University where he taught undergraduate studio 
voice. 

Over the years, Jim has directed several church choirs 
in various denominations, most recently at St. Francis 
Xavier Catholic Church here in Merrill.

As a performer, Jim has been active in recent Wausau 
Community Theater productions, performing lead 
roles in “South Pacific,” “Man of LaMancha,” “Les 
Miserables,” and “1776” to name several. He has 
performed three times with the Robert Shaw Choral 
Institute Choir at Carnegie Hall.

Currently, Jim begins his fifth year of teaching studio 
voice and vocal techniques at the University of 
Wisconsin - Marathon County. 

Jim and his wife, Pamela, are also busy being 
grandparents to five active grandchildren. 

In his spare time, he enjoys gardening, reading, hunting, 
and studying history.

We are truly blessed to have Jim as a part of the music 
program here at Saint Stephens and are confident our 
musical talents will continue to grow and develop as a 
result of his teaching and direction.

For those of you who did not pick up on it, Jim was our 
“special music” this past Sunday. We hope you enjoyed 
his vocals then and will come to appreciate his talents 
even more as he shares them with us in the future!

WE NEED SCHOOL INFO, PLEASE
The only glitch we’ve found in the new Church 
Management System thus far (otherwise we just love 
it!) is that it did not transfer over the school information 
for all of the kids in the congregation. That means 
we need to ask you to provide us with the following 
information for each of your children:

• Name so we can match up their record
• Grade they will be in school this fall
• School they will attend

We’d love to get this information for our college 
students, too! 

Thank you! 

P.S. You can email this info to: tina@ststephensucc.net, 
drop her a note on her desk, or call and leave a voice 
mail with that information. 

NEVER leave a pet or child unattended in a hot 
car! Not even for just a few minutes. No matter the 
circumstance. Not even if the child is sleeping and you 
don’t want to wake them. Not even if the windows are 
down. More than 600 children have died that way in 
the U.S. since 1990. Think it can’t happen to you? Think 
again. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MISSION TRIP SUNDAY

Sunday, September 11 - During Worship

Join us to hear stories gleaned from our 
experiences on the Mission Trip to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, 
July 23-30. Rev. Carnes and six members of our 
congregation immersed themselves in the culture 
of the Oglala Lakota Oyate (nation). They went to 
help, to perform service to others. What they got 
in return was powerful. You don’t want to miss 
worship Sunday, September 11! Come and be a 
part of the stories you will hear. Come with an 
open heart and a listening ear.

St. Stephens Scrip

Cosmo Theatre   Menards   Burger King   Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe   Amazon.com    
First Street Coffee Station   The Gap/Old Navy/Banana Republic/Athleta   Bed, Bath & Beyond 

Shopko   Bath & Body Works   Kohl’s   Target   Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 
Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn, Arby’s/BP/A&W    

BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Wal Mart   Chips    
Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 

Dairy Queen   iHop   Panera Bread   Pizza Hut   Starbucks   Arby’s   Subway   Dunkin Donuts 
Eagles Club   Hardees

You can purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday during 
normal business hours.  Other Scrip available by special order. Ask at the Scrip table after services.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES WITH SCRIP?
WE SAY “YES!”
Whether it’s college or kindergarten, back to school 
time means back to school sales on school supplies. 
And the lists grow longer each year. So why not school 
shop with Scrip? That way you’ll be contributing to 
Saint Stephens with every purchase, too!

From paper and pencils to crayons and calculators, 
you’re sure to find all that and more at Wal Mart, 
Walgreen’s, Target, or Shopko ... and all of these stores 
participate in the Scrip program, so no matter which 
one you choose to shop at, as long as you purchase 
your Scrip cards ahead of time to take with you, it’s a 
win-win situation! 

Once you’ve covered all the basic school supplies, 
consider how you can use Scrip to purchase back-to-
school clothes & shoes and all the items for school 
lunches, too!

“Blessed are the merciful,  
for they will receive mercy.

           - Matthew 5:7

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
So That

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love 
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
so that you may be children of [God] . . .” - Matthew 
5:43-44

I’ve never found “because I said so” a very compelling 
reason to do something. But whenever I resisted my 
parents’ instructions or talked back or asked why, 

“Because I said so” was the answer I got.  

“I’m the boss of you,” in other words. Yes, I know: 
Sometimes it’s the last card remaining in an exasperated 
parent’s hand. And it’s almost always for our own good.  

But Jesus wasn’t interested in being anyone’s boss. (As 
far as we know, he never said, “Argh! Because I’m the 
Lord, that’s why!) He came that we might have life, and 
his radical love showed us what that is.  

Still, he realized some of his teachings would strike us 
as impractical, impossible, or just plain ridiculous. He 
knew we would balk and ask why:  

I’m supposed to love a mass murderer, Jesus? Really? 
I’m supposed to pray for a racist bully? You’ve got to be 
kidding. And that person in church who annoys me to 
no end? Come on.  

But Jesus doesn’t play the boss card—or even the savior 
card. Instead, he offers explanations, incentives, and his 
own life.  

“So that,” he says.  

Love your enemies so that resentment and bitterness 
won’t eat you alive. Love your enemies so that you 
might be delivered from the prison of us-them thinking. 
Love your enemies so that all the faults you project 
onto others might be healed within yourself. Love your 
enemies so that God might find a dwelling place in you.  

Pray for those who persecute you so that you might 
come to realize how much they’re like you: wounded, 
frightened, precious, hungry for love, and usually doing 
the best they can. Pray for them so that you can live 
more fully as a beloved child of God. Pray for them that 
we might be one, siblings all.

Prayer 

O God, for the good of myself and the world, help me 
to love that person. Help me to see your face in them 
so that I might also love myself. Amen.

By Vicki Kemper

COFFEE HOUR IS YEAR ROUND
Coffee Hour is scheduled year round. We want to 
enjoy coffee and fellowship with you after the 9:00 
AM service. Please join us! And if you can, please sign 
up to host one of the coffee hours. It’s easy: Bring in 
some treats, make coffee (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), set a few things up and do a small amount 
of clean up, and visit with others. Talk to your friends. 
Better yet, start a conversation with someone you’ve 
never talked to! Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Sign up to 
host a coffee hour in the Kuck lounge.

NEW ROOF FUND
In anticipation of replacing the roof on the church (along 
with other capital improvements), we have started a 
new account at the bank earmarked for the replacement 
of the roof. If you would like to donate to the New Roof 
Fund, whether simply as your personal donation or in 
honor or in memory of someone, feel free to do so. 
Simply mark your offering “New Roof Fund” and it will 
be deposited into the New Roof Fund account. 

At 5 PM Monday

Chicken & Gravy over Pasta 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Would you like to be a part of our new Congregational 
Care Team, providing care and support to families and 
individuals in a personal and compassionate way? 

That care might mean delivering a meal to new parents 
or providing meals for those diagnosed with a new 
illness, making visits wherever they might be needed, 
writing notes of encouragement, or sending cards to 
folks that are celebrating an anniversary or a birthday. 
Can you think of other things our team could do to 
make a difference in someone’s life?

Or are you or someone you know dealing with a 
sudden or chronic illness or loss in your family? Perhaps 
you are feeling disconnected because of the inability 
to attend church. Are you giving care to a loved one 
and needing an extra pair of hands for an errand or 
two? Or are you someone who feels the call to help 
out in any of these areas?

Kathy Hass is our new Congregational Care Coordinator, 
and she can help you access the support or care you 
need or set you up to help in any of these areas of 
care if you feel that you can assist others in need. We 
would love for you to be a part of this!

Please call Kathy Hass at 715-536-1307 or email her 
at carlhass@aol.com. If you have any other questions 
regarding this exciting and new ministry, please feel 
free to contact me at the church office and I would be 
happy to share more of this vision with you.

God Bless! 

Pastor Missy

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM

You can now purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, or Friday during normal business hours. 

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

SPECIAL MUSIC
Are you a vocalist or musician? We’d love for you to 
share your talents during one of our Sunday worship 
services! We still have one opening for special music 
on August 21. Can you fill this spot? Please call the 
office to sign up! 

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT MINISTRY POTLUCK
Everyone is invited ... Come & check out our 
Medical Ministry and enjoy a Potluck meal! 

Members of the Medical Equipment Ministry Team 
are especially encouraged to come!

Tuesday, August 16 
Refreshments @ 4:30 PM - 

Dinner @ 5:30 PM
Short meeting to follow

Where: At the home of Jerry & Cindy Geiss
W5443 Zastrow Lane, Merrill  

(by the airport entrance)
Please RSVP by August 10 (715.536.9229). Please 

call between 4:00 PM and 7:00 PM 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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A Concern
Sometime ago, through local media and personal 
interest, I became aware of a situation that occurred 
many years ago but immediately concerned me as a 
serious case of injustice. 

During the era of the Vietnam War (1964-1973), the 
United States dropped more than 2 million tons 
of bombs on remote areas of Laos where enemy 
combatants (Viet Cong) were attempting to seek safe 
refuge. Of the 270 million cluster bombs dropped on 
Laos (a country that was not considered an enemy of 
the U.S.), approximately 80 million failed to detonate 
and most of those were on forests and farmland owned 
by peasant farmers. As a result, since the war ended, 
more than 20,000 Lao citizens (many of them children) 
have been killed or injured from bombs that failed to 
explode. None of these victims were the enemy of 
anybody.

During those times the U.S. spent $13.3 million per 
day (in 1970 dollars) conducting the air war over Laos. 
In 2015, the U.S. (recognizing at least some moral 
obligation to help with the problem) spent $12 million 
clearing these unexploded ordnances (UXOs) from the 
war.  At this rate of expenditure, it is estimated that it 
will take several hundred years to completely eliminate 
the UXOs.

As citizens of the U.S. and as members of God’s 
caring community, we all should find this morally 
unacceptable and should be looking for ways, even at 
this late date, for our government to seriously address 
this moral obligation to the Laotian citizens. This, of 
course, would necessitate Congress to appropriate some 
serious dollars to complete a safe cleanup of the UXOs 
in the shortest amount of time. During a time of budget 
constraints, this can be a daunting task for Congress, 
but certainly not impossible.  If the moral obligation can 
be recognized, then the will to appropriate necessary 
funding is more readily accomplished. Although I 
have had considerable personal contact with our 
Congressional representatives, no additional action has 
yet been taken by Congress.

Thankfully, there is someone who has recognized 
the injustice and has taken direct action. Jim Harris 
is a retired elementary school principal in Weston. 
Because of a significant number of Hmong students at 
those schools, he determined that he needed to further 
educate himself about Laos and the Hmong culture 
and traveled to the country in 2000. His attention was 
drawn to the amount of unexploded ordnance that still 

remained, especially in the peasant farmland areas. 
He educated himself in the methods of safe removal 
of UXOs and eventually traveled to Laos, at his own 
expense, located some Laotian men to work with him, 
and initiated the process of safe bomb removal. He 
has continued to travel there for 3-4 months every 
year since to continue their removal, mostly on rural 
farmland owned by the poorest of the people. To defray 
some of his expenses, he has started an organization, 
We Help War Victims, a registered 501(c)3 public 
charity. He also sells Laotian blend coffee to individuals, 
organizations, and churches.

I personally have been, and will continue to be, 
involved primarily through communication (personal 
letters and phone calls) with the President and our 
Congressional Representatives. I have found this a very 
slow and arduous process and would welcome the 
assistance of Church members in a couple of ways if 
this continuing injustice touches you as it has me:

   1. Join me in contacting the President and our 
Congressional representatives to encourage meaningful 
action and appropriate funding to promptly deal with 
this injustice to the citizens of Laos. The simple premise 
of contact might be, “We somehow found the funding 
to manufacture, deliver, and drop the bombs during 
the Vietnam War ... We should be able to find the 
funding to clean up the mess we left.”  I have all of the 
mailing addresses and phone numbers.

   2. I am willing to establish a system to sell Laotian 
coffee at the Church (probably on an honor system) to 
help Jim Harris in his efforts. All of the coffee served 
in the Kuck lounge between church services since the 
beginning of the year has been a Laotian blend.

It is a legitimate question to ask, with the thousands of 
injustices in this world (and there are thousands!) why 
has this one touched me. The answer is ... I DON’T 
KNOW. The work of the Holy Spirit is certainly part of 
this answer. 

This has been a long article ... and I apologize for this. 
I very much appreciate the Church Council allowing 
me this opportunity ... and I will be most interested in 
hearing your thoughts.

 Bill Weber
 N7926 Popple Lane
 Irma, WI  54442
 715.453.7435
 email: cbsilverweb@gmail.com

Editor’s Note: This article was published in June 2016. Now 
the coffee Bill referenced in #2 below is available! See Page 7!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Buy Coffee Beans & Help War Victims ... Right Here at Saint Stephens!
Purchase Fair Trade Coffee that makes a real difference. If you’ve enjoyed a cup of coffee during one of our 
coffee hours on Sunday mornings in the Kuck Lounge at any time in the last four months or so, you’ve tasted this 
coffee and know it is high quality. What you may not have known is that Bill Weber purchased and donated that 
coffee to help in a small way with efforts to clear unexploded ordnance in Laos so farmers can build futures for 
their families and help alleviate poverty in the region. The organization that sells the coffee also provides other 
assistance to amputees and war victims. 

Now YOU can purchase that same coffee here at Saint Stephens to support this effort. Whole coffee beans are 
available in 8-ounce bags for $8 each or 16-ounce bags for $15 each. The beans need to be ground, so Bill even 
purchased a coffee grinder for the “Coffee Table” where the coffee will be sold here at church. Currently, that 

“Coffee Table” is located in the entrance area where food pantry donations are normally left. When the Kuck 
Lounge is redecorated, this “Coffee Table” will be moved to the Lounge. 

You can purchase a bag of coffee at any time and simply place the money in the pouch on the table. (Make your 
own change.) This “Coffee Table” will work on the honor system. Then simply grind your beans right there if you 
wish and put the ground coffee back into the original bag to take it home. The grinder will hold 8 ounces. Or take 
them home to grind them right before use for the freshest coffee ever!

Whole Coffee  
Beans

8 oz ... $8 each
16 oz ... $15 each

Available Any Time!
For Sale on the Honor 

System at  
the “Coffee Table”  
at Saint Stephens

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Mark Your Calendar
for the

Women’s Weekend Retreat
@ Moon Beach

November 4-6, 2016
“Be Your Best You!”

More information coming soon ...

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

The team of Jeff and Darlene Hanig, Carol Plautz, and 
Jill Mosser will serve tacos in the park on Tuesday, 
August 9. They should plan to meet with Carol Weber 
briefly after church this Sunday, August 7.

Volunteers, you are a blessing!
“Who doesn’t love a picnic in the park!”

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

“I signed up for electronic giving because the 
stewardship campaign, ‘Blessed to be a Blessing’ a 
couple years ago inspired me to be a more faithful 
giver! I have been a member of St.Stephens since 

1985. Since I am presently serving as Interim Pastor 
at Community UCC in Medford, I am not able to be 

present in Worship and am not often available to 
be ‘active’ in the ministries of the church. I feel that 
faithful giving should be a part of living, even if I am 

not present in the building. I encourage others to give 
this some thought. Long gone are the days of ‘pew 

rent’! We are blessed every day in many ways.”
- Mary Jo Laabs

“Sunday mornings getting ready for church can be 
very hectic with our twin girls and myself, many 

times we would be in the car and then remember I 
forgot the church envelope. Automatic online giving 

simplifies our life and for the weeks we don’t make 
it to church I don’t feel “guilty” because I know I am 
still doing my part by helping the church.  The ease of 
needing to change the amount and how often makes 
me feel trusted in the online giving program. So many 
common bills are now automatic and online so not 

writing one more check out simplifies my life.”
- Heather Badeau

“Being in a remote location (not in Merrill), 
it was a convenient means of contributing to the 
church. The system is not too difficult to navigate  

and acknowledgements/receipts are immediate. You 
have to be a bit tech savvy or have a seven year  

old help navigate through. After a first run  
through, you will like it!

- Name Withheld by Request

WHY DID YOU SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING?
Read what members of our congregation are saying ...

ANNUAL BEEF ROAST & AUCTION
Calvary Lutheran Church, Town of Pine River

N365 Cain Creek Road, Merrill
Sunday, August 21

Live auction @ 1:30 PM
Silent auction begins @ 11:00 AM

Meal 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Specially seasoned roast beef, BBQ roast beef, baby 
red potatoes, cole slaw, dinner rolls, corn, pie, coffee 

& milk.
Adults: $10   Children: 6-12  $5  Under 6: Free

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Pastoral Care Telephone Number:  
715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

WE NEED FLOWER SPONSORS
Can you sponsor flowers for a Sunday worship service? 
You can bring in your own flowers or order flowers to 
be delivered on Friday through a local florist. Sign up on 
the calendar in the office or call the office.

WE NEED CLOTHING 
FOR KIDS

We are still in need of 
children’s clothing in all 
sizes. We realize children’s 
clothing often wears out 
quickly, but if you have 
any clothing your children 
have outgrown that is still 

in great condition, clean with no stains or tears, we’d 
love for you would donate it to our Blessing Closet! 
   - Shelly Burnett & Mary Stamm

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
We are starting to collect nonperishable food items 
in our very own makeshift “gazebo” (a/k/a a tent) in 
the Kuck Lounge. Start bringing your donations for the 
Fill the Gazebo event now ... and we’ll be sure they 
get hauled over to the Gazebo at Normal Park on 
Saturday, August 13, from 9:00 AM to NOON. We 
could use some helpers to help us transport the food 
over there that day, as well. Feel free to just bring your 
donation directly to the Gazebo that day if you prefer. 
In addition to nonperishable food, personal care items 
and monetary donations will also be accepted, with all 
donations divided between Merrill’s three food pantries 
and the Food for Kids program. The Food Pantry Sunday 
donations the first Sunday of August will be included in 
the Saint Stephens contribution to the Fill the Gazebo 
project! This will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

YOUTH 
NEWS!

What will await the Saint Stephens Youth Group this 
fall? We know for sure we’ll have a new Youth Room. 
And we’re betting we’ll have some exciting new plans 
for the upcoming year, too. 6th graders & up ... make 
plans to join us!

BLESSING

CLOSET

INTERPRETER DEADLINE
Interpreter deadline is Friday at 5:00 PM for items to be 
included in the following week’s edition. Please plan 
accordingly. Thank you!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Worship continues 
at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening; 
however, there is no Bible Study during the 
summer months.

Annual Merrill Area Relay for Life Event
August 5-6, 2016

Merrill Festival Grounds
Registration/Check-in Starts at 5:00 PM

Opening Ceremony at 6:00 PM
Survivor/Caregiver Lap after Opening Ceremony

Luminaria Ceremony at 9:00 PM

For more information, to 
register, or to make a donation, 
go to www.relayforlife.org/
merrillwi or call Deloris 
Bauman at 715.536.5483

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MERRILL AREA CHURCH FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE - THIS SEASON COMES TO AN END
Sunday was the last game of this season, St. Stephens 7 
vs. Our Saviours 5. We ended the season in first place! 
Thank you to all of our players this year. Pictured in 
the back row, left to right:  Jake Anderson, Justin Pyan, 
Jerry Burnett, Josh Kohnhorst, Jerry Anderson, Kyle 
McMullen, Dave Pyan, Cory Newman, and Duane 
Kohnhorst. Front row, left to right:  Cody Depies, 
Mandi Kohnhorst, and Ryder Depies.  Thanks also to 
those who played but are not pictured:  Alex Kohnhorst, 
Marcus Reinhardt, Mason Reinhardt, Josh Plautz, Abbi 
Kremsreiter, Jamie Schmeltzer, Grant Collins, and 
Brandon Steinagel. “Thanks for making this season a 
winning one!” said Manager, Jerry Burnett. Also thanks 
to everyone who came out to our games to cheer us 
on. We had a lot of fun this season, and we hope to 
have a full, fun team again next summer.

COME AND PAINT WITH US!
Join us for a Painting Party ... 

Tuesday, August 9, at 5:00 PM

In the Fellowship Hall

Each of you will be painting your very own creation, 
and you can select a letter and word that you’d like. 
If you don’t want to do a “W” and “Welcome,” then 
maybe you’d like to do the first letter of your first or last 
name and then your name spelled out. Customize it!

Canvas, painting supplies, and food will be provided.

Bring your own drinks!

Cost is $26.00 per painter. 

Please RSVP to Heidi at 715.921.0137 and make 
arrangements for payment at that time. Hope to see 
you there! This is going to be FUN!

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

August 14, 28 
September 4

Radio 
Call the Office 

August 7, 14, 21 
September 4, 18

Coffee Hour 
August 14, 21, 28 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.
(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

WHY DID YOU GIVE BY TEXTING?
Read what members of our congregation are 

saying ...

“Texting our giving is fantastic. Those of you that can 
use your phones to text can now text your giving to 

St. Stephens. I tried it just to see how it works. It is so 
easy even I could figure it out. Give it a try. You will 

not believe how easy and fast it is. LuAnn says it must 
be easy if I figured it out.”   

                                                                                                             
- Dennis Grefe

HEADING OFF TO COLLEGE?
We’d love to stay in touch with you, send you the 
Interpreter so you can keep current with what’s 
happening back here at church, and maybe surprise 
you once in a while! Please send us your mailing 
address at school along with your email. Send it to: 
interpreter@ststephensucc.net

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do 
not rely on your own insight.
   -  Proverbs 3:5

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

New Roof 
 $100.00 in memory of Jerry Henrich from Harriet Henrich

Choir & Music
 $50.00 in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Rehwinkel from Nila & Edgar Oestreich

Radio
 $190.00 in loving memory of Gloria Lukes for her birthday, November 12, from her family

St. Paul’s Cemetary
 $50.00 in memory of Mr. & Mrs. Martin Oestreich from Edgar & Nila Oestreich

MEMORIALS

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & Convenient ... Wherever You Are
Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all you 
need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give (minimum of $3 per transaction for text giving).
• The Fund you want your money to go to (by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged Giving ... the 

General Fund ... but you can choose any fund listed). 
• The Account Type you want to use to make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, and/
or security information for the account you selected. Be assured this is a secure system and we at Saint 
Stephens will never see your account information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. It will 
be a simple “human” test such as selecting some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt immediately following your transaction to confirm that it went 
through. A receipt will simultaneously be texted to your phone number and sent to the email address you 
entered. 

Questions or concerns? Call Tina in the office. She did it herself to create this set of instructions. 

THIS SUNDAY, August 7:  Worship at 9:00 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY will resume in September

FALL KICKOFF!

UPCOMING EVENTS

Hargrave Appliance, Miller Furniture, Merrill Radio Shack, and  VIP Office Productswill send a percentage 
of your purchase of $100 or more by cash or check to Saint Stephens as a part of the Scrip program. Just tell 

them you belong to Saint Stephens when you pay! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


LIKE us on Facebook!

SUNDAY, AUGUST 7 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only 
 Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians:  Darlene Johnson and Terry Krueger.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Melissa Butler and Diana Catlin.
Radio Ministry is unsponsored at the time of this printing. 

Altar flowers are in honor of our mother’s 84th birthday from her family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, AUGUST 8
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:30 Church Council

TUESDAY, AUGUST 9 
 5:00 Painting Part

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 10 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 11
 9:30 ARDC Living Well with  
 Chronic Conditions 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, AUGUST 12
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 3:00 Bell Tower
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FOOD PANTRY 
OFFERING

THIS SUNDAY

This weekend’s Food Pantry 
Offering will be a part of the  

Fill the Gazebo project!  
So bring your donations this 
weekend and keep bringing  

them right up until  
August 13!

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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