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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

EXPERIENCE. STORIES. MISSION.
This Saturday, six of us will travel to Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota, to 
work with the outreach program, Re-Member (www.re-member.org). This is the 
organization that Rev. Keith Titus came and spoke to us about last April. Re-Member 
is an outreach program to the Oglala Lakota people of Pine Ridge. While we’re there, 
we will tour the Badlands, which are sacred lands to the Lakota. We will learn more 
about the Lakota culture and the relationship between the U.S. Government and 
the native people since Europeans first landed on this continent. We will also help 
build bunk beds, outhouses, wheelchair ramps, and trailer skirting. The goal of Re-
Member is to come alongside the people of Pine Ridge, to be present, to offer some 
modest tangible good, and to learn.
This is the first adult mission trip taken by Saint Stephens’ members in many, many 
years. I pray that it will be the first of many more to come.
There are always some people who wonder about why we take trips like this. Why 
would we go states away, when there are people here at home who need our help? 
Why do we need to spend money to go help people? Why would we take a week 
out of our lives to do this when it should just be a part of who we are everyday?
There was a time when I believed that we went on these kinds of trips primarily to 
help others. The common conception is that others needed us, and we were there 
to help and give and care for them, because they were needier than us. And to 
some extent that’s true. But I’ve come to believe that perhaps the most important 
reason week long trips are valuable is that we are changed by them. The experience 
of giving a week’s time to be in intentional community with other people for the 
sole purpose of learning, being present with other people who have a different story 
than our own, and being able to make their daily lives even a touch easier or more 
comfortable with something like a bunk bed, does something important to us.
So, am I saying that we travel for ourselves? Well, kinda. When it comes to social 
injustices, the disparities between classes (even between the working class, the 
working poor, and the truly impoverished), and the economic structures based on 
competition that perpetuate these problems, there’s more work to be done than 
any one week trip could possibly accomplish. And yet, when children don’t have 
suitable beds, or outhouses, or when those who are handicapped cannot safely 
access their homes, then doing these things can actually change someone’s life.
In the end, I believe the impact is in being able to experience a story different 
than our own, and allowing it to affect us in a way that we begin to tell our story 
differently because of it. This can happen anywhere. But sometimes it takes being 
removed from our daily routine to really make that happen. After it happens once, 
it’s easier the next time, and the next. And today, we need all the help we can get 
making space inside ourselves from sharing other people’s stories.
As I reread what I’ve written, I’m not sure that it entirely makes sense, unless maybe 
you’ve experienced something like this yourself. So often our ideas of mission are 
about charity, where we are the ones that have and we give to those who have 
not. This can be loaded with unintended baggage. So, I have come to think about 
mission outreach work in terms of stories and experience, and to hopefully be 
changed by them. Those of us traveling would greatly invite your prayers: Bonnie 
Koelsch, Sally Woller, Kelly Wallace, Scott Wallace, Jennifer Porath, and myself. 
Your prayers and thoughts make a difference. It is our privilege to travel on behalf of 
this congregation. We look forward to telling our new stories when we return.
Blessings, 

Kyle
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Church Council 
Update

by Jennifer Porath
Church Council President

The Church Council has 
been working on three large 
projects this year. In order to 
be as efficient and effective 
as possible, we have broken 
up into sub-groups to do a 
majority of the leg-work for 
each of these tasks.

As promised at the 2015 Annual Meeting, we are 
working on the Policies and Procedures regarding 

“committees”/task forces/essential functions. This will 
bring clarification regarding the steps to follow if 
you have an idea/request for how the church can be 
utilized to its full potential. Whether that is a mission 
project, worship event, or any other type of event 
that you would like to see sponsored or hosted by our 
Congregation.

The second sub-group is tackling repairs and 
maintenance that will need to occur around the 
church in the near future. This includes a new roof 
over the sanctuary, electrical repairs, and other large 
tasks around the Church. We are hoping to have this 
all done in one large Campaign rather than doing 

separate mini campaigns over multiple years. We ask 
that if anyone has a suggestion of something that should 
be considered for this project that you place it in the 
offering plate on Sunday, and the Council will review 
your request.

The third sub-committee is the Mission or Vision 
statement for our church. We realize that there was a 
meeting quite a few years ago to draft a vision statement, 
but this was never finalized or put into place.

We are hoping to have a statement that speaks to our 
current mission and where we would like to see the 
church strive to move toward in the future.

Besides these committees, we are also working on 
partnering with the Merrill Area Public Schools to meet 
some of their current needs. We are going to start this 
partnership at Jefferson Elementary School in hopes 
that we can grow this partnership in the years to come. 
If this is a mission that interests you, please contact the 
Church Office and let them know. They will get your 
information to the Council, and we will contact you 
when there is more information regarding a task force 
that will be spearheading this mission.

Your Church Council is doing good work. Please reach 
out and talk to me at anytime about anything going on 
in the life of the church.

- Jennifer Porath, Church Council President

“I signed up for electronic giving because the 
stewardship campaign, ‘Blessed to be a Blessing’ a 
couple years ago inspired me to be a more faithful 
giver! I have been a member of St.Stephens since 

1985. Since I am presently serving as Interim Pastor 
at Community UCC in Medford, I am not able to be 

present in Worship and am not often available to 
be ‘active’ in the ministries of the church. I feel that 
faithful giving should be a part of living, even if I am 

not present in the building. I encourage others to give 
this some thought. Long gone are the days of ‘pew 

rent’! We are blessed every day in many ways.”
- Mary Jo Laabs

“Sunday mornings getting ready for church can be 
very hectic with our twin girls and myself, many 

times we would be in the car and then remember I 
forgot the church envelope. Automatic online giving 

simplifies our life and for the weeks we don’t make 
it to church I don’t feel “guilty” because I know I am 
still doing my part by helping the church.  The ease of 
needing to change the amount and how often makes 
me feel trusted in the online giving program. So many 
common bills are now automatic and online so not 

writing one more check out simplifies my life.”
- Heather Badeau

“Being in a remote location (not in Merrill), 
it was a convenient means of contributing to the 
church. The system is not too difficult to navigate  

and acknowledgements/receipts are immediate. You 
have to be a bit tech savvy or have a seven year  

old help navigate through. After a first run  
through, you will like it!

- Name Withheld by Request

WHY DID YOU SIGN UP FOR ELECTRONIC GIVING?
Read what members of our congregation are saying ...

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Summer is for Kids! 
This past Monday the youth went on their annual trip 
to Noah’s Ark and had lots of fun at the water park! 
Last week some of the youth helped as we presented 
Vacation Bible School for the younger kids from the area. 
The kids had so much fun! Crafts were a big hit ... with 
kids making house banks, decorating a sarcophagus, 
and making their own ornate collars and headbands to 
wear. They built pyramids with marshmallows and made 
bricks from clay/mud and straw. They learned all about 
the story of Joseph ... from the time he was sold into 
slavery by his brothers until he became king and was 
then reunited with those same brothers and how he 

forgave them. The kids sang and danced, had period-inspired snacks, played games 
in the park, colored pictures of Joseph in his coat of many colors, and had their faces 
painted. And SO MUCH MORE! ... Again, THANK YOU to everyone who helped 
make this year’s program such a wonderful success! The kids had such a great time! 
The week wouldn’t have happened without you. From the folks who donated items 
to borrow or have for the week, to those that donated food or made cash donations (and I am unaware of your 
names) ... THANK YOU! I would especially like to thank those that decorated, set up, and helped throughout the 
week. I have named those folks here in this note. Please take a moment, if you see any of these people, to thank 
them for all the time they gave to VBS. I hope I haven’t missed anyone! It was a faithful amazing week.

Bailey Iwen 
Mary Walsh
Brian Gilbert
Kelly Wallace
Darlene Johnson
Tina Scott
Kaylen Nance
Chris Nance

Maggie Holdorf
Sara Rajek 
Amy Goetsch
Alex Goetsch
Paige Plautz
Anna Bowe
Taylor Zastrow
Alyssa Haig

Jerry Geiss
Tom & Nancy Seidel
Kimberly Seidel
Melissa & Kinzie Stevenson
Susan Gleason
Barbara Davenport
Lydia McIntyre
Wes McIntyre

Megan Sczygelski,
Marissa Helvey
Kortney Pehlke
Mariyah Weber
Jamie Diestelhorst
Steve Diestelhorst

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL SNACK TIME
Special thanks to all the donors who helped make VBS 
snacks nutritious, delicious, and educational!

Kristine Bowe
Marlene Krueger
Diane Goetsch
Paula McIntyre
Mary Peters
Barb Dintelman

As part of Joseph’s Journey throughout Egypt, we 
sampled some cultural foods to experience Egypt 
including pita bread, fresh fruit, hummus, tzatziki, and 
basbousa (baz-boo-sah).  Basbousa is a traditional 
Egyptian dessert, a semolina (coursely ground wheat 
flour) cake soaked in simple syrup.  Some of the kids 
enjoyed it so much, they asked for the recipe so that 
their moms could make it.  

Basbousa
1 1/4 cups semolina (This is difficult to find locally 
but Farina/Cream of Wheat/Malt o Meal are good 
substitutions)
1/2 cup flour
1 1/2 cups of shredded coconut (I left this out since 
kids seldom like it)
1 cup of milk
3/4 cup of sugar
1 egg
1 teaspoon of almond (or vanilla) extract
1 teaspoon baking powder
8 tablespoons melted butter

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Mix dry ingredients in large bowl. Add melted butter, 
beaten egg and extract to dry mixture. Mix until smooth.  
Generously grease or butter pan. (Round pan or full 
size cake pan). Bake for 30-40 minutes until golden 
brown.

Simple Syrup
Bring to a boil: 1 cup water, 1 cup sugar, 2 tablespoons  
lemon juice (and float a cinnamon stick). Reduce heat 
and simmer 5-6 minutes. Allow syrup to cool before 
pouring over warm cake (remove cinnamon stick).  

Enjoy!     - Kelly Wallace

VBS LOST & FOUND
Did your child forget a jacket, backpack, or something 
else at Vacation Bible School last week? Stop in the 
Church Office during normal hours to pick it up. Thank 
you. 

MORE PICTURES FROM VBS 2016

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Joy in the Morning

“Weeping may tarry the night, but joy comes in the 
morning.” - Psalm 30

How has joy come in your life?  

Has it been with the light and brilliance of a New 
Mexico sunrise? Has joy come like “The Hallelujah 
Chorus” of Handel’s “Messiah”? Perhaps joy burst into 
your life with the adoption of a new child or the birth of 
a grandchild. Maybe joy came with a new relationship, 
new job, or any other experience of new life.  

Some mornings joy comes in a “pull-out-all-the-stops-
and-sing Hallelujah” kind of way. Each Easter at the 
church I serve, a stalwart group gathers outdoors 
before dawn for the Sunrise Service.  Often our timing 

is perfect, and the sun is up when we finish. Two years 
ago, we were singing “Amazing Grace” and just as we 
got to “bright shining as the sun,” the sun rose over the 
mountains. We cheered with joy!  

Sometimes joy’s arrival is more subtle. Last Easter was 
bitter cold, and we had the shortest Sunrise Service 
ever. One person laughed, “I’ve never said the Lord’s 
Prayer so fast!” Moreover, Daylight Savings Time had 
just started, so we began in the dark and ended in 
the dark. By the time the sun was up, we were inside, 
warming up over coffee.  

None of us saw the sun rise. Yet later that morning, as 
we started the second service, I realized the world was 
filled with light and warmth. Sometimes joy comes like 
that--slowly, subtly, until we finally notice we’ve been 
given another day of life and light. 

How joy comes isn’t as important as that it will come-
-for you, for me, for this whole world. Yes, “weeping 
may tarry the night,” but whether in the brilliance of a 
sunrise or as subtle as an everyday dawn, joy will come 
in the morning.  

Prayer

Whenever and however it comes this day, O Lord, open 
us to your joy. Amen. 

By Talitha Arnold

COFFEE HOUR IS YEAR ROUND
Coffee Hour is scheduled year round. We want to 
enjoy coffee and fellowship with you after the 9:00 
AM service. Please join us! And if you can, please sign 
up to host one of the coffee hours. It’s easy: Bring in 
some treats, make coffee (instructions are on the side of 
the fridge), set a few things up and do a small amount 
of clean up, and visit with others. Talk to your friends. 
Better yet, start a conversation with someone you’ve 
never talked to! Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Sign up to 
host a coffee hour in the Kuck lounge.

NEW ROOF FUND
As many of you know, and as Jennifer mentioned in her 
update from Council, we will be needing to replace the 
roof on the church, and many people have been asking 
about it. Council is talking through a potential Capital 
Campaign in the not-too-distant future, but in the 
meantime, we have started a new account earmarked 
for the replacement of the roof. And we are beginning 
to accept donations to go into that fund. If you would 
like to donate to the New Roof Fund, whether simply 
as your personal donation or in honor or in memory of 
someone, feel free to do so. Simply mark your offering 

“New Roof Fund” and it will be deposited into the New 
Roof Fund account. We’ve already received our first 
donations toward the new roof! Thank you! If you have 
any questions, please call Tina in the church office.

TEXT GIVING IS HERE
Text giving is here ... and it is SO EASY! Next time you 
forget your church envelope, you can simply pull out 
your cell phone and send a text to make your donation! 
But it’s not just for Sundays! You can make a donation 
via texting any time you want. 

P.S. Last Sunday’s coffee hour was sponsored by the 
VBS (Vacation Bible School) Team!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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The St. Stephen’s Scrip program continues to progress at a steady pace since we made our first sale in 
December of 2013. Of course, increased involvement by our Members equates to more sales as well as 
additional profits for our Church. In order to demonstrate to the Congregation what a typical month of 
Scrip sales and profits is like, I am using the sales summaries for each week of June 2016 for this purpose.

 Week   Sales   Profit   Average %

 June 5   $4550.00  $212.33  .047 %
 June 12  $3465.00  $133.73  .036 %
 June 19  $4760.00  $197.60  .042 %
 June 26  $3345.00  $136.85  .041 %
     $680.51

As you can see, sales fluctuate from week to week, however, the profit margin is generally in the area of 
$130.00 to $175.00 per week. Many factors affect our sales. Church attendance, seasons during the year, 
holidays, special events, and weather to mention a few.

Based on the snapshot of June’s sales, this should give everyone an idea of how Scrip is earning money 
for the Church, and it has no cost to anyone. You purchase Scrip cards/certificates at face value, and you 
receive the same amount from the business when you redeem them. We are able to raise money, because 
the Scrip is purchased from local business and GLScrip at a discounted rate of 2.5% up to 25%. The 
average for the week is usually around 4% of sales.

Thank you to all that support the Scrip program and to the volunteers that sell on Wednesday and Sunday. 
Because of your loyalty to the program, we have raised enough money to fund two (2) Two-Thousand 
Dollar donations to the Church. Thank you!

If any Members haven’t purchased Scrip because they are not familiar with how it works, stop by the 
Scrip table on Sunday and one of our Scrip sales volunteers will tell you how it works. If you would rather 
speak to someone personally, please call the office and leave your name so we can call you when it’s 
convenient.

Finally, if you would like to purchase Scrip on days other than before/after Wednesday and Sunday 
services, you can do that in the Church office on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. Tina will take 
care of your Scrip requests. In addition, we update our inventory of cards that we have on hand and have 
added several new businesses recently. Check out the signs at the Scrip table to see what is new. If you 
don’t see what you want, mention it to the Scrip volunteers.
   - Rich Dabbert

St. Stephens Scrip Update

You can now purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church Office Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, or Friday during normal business hours. 

NEW Scrip Vendors!   $25 Scrip Cards are Now Available from:
Buffalo Wild Wings ~ Red Robin ~ Texas Roadhouse

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, July 24:  Worship at 9:00 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY will resume in September

FALL KICKOFF!

UPCOMING EVENTS

There are times when you need your pastor to listen 
and to be present for an illness, death, or a personal 
crisis. As you may have read recently in The Interpreter, 
we have a new phone number to call for those pastoral 
emergencies, which you can find in a box on page 11 
of this issue. Your pastors are always ready and eager 
to care for the congregation with love and concern in 
these times.

However, we as a people of faith are each called to 
care for one another, as well. In John 15:12, Jesus says, 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.” With that in mind, I am pleased 
to let you know that we are developing something new 
here at Saint Stephens. It is called The Congregational 
Care Team. This team hopes to provide care and 
support to families and individuals in a personal and 
compassionate way and to provide an opportunity to 
sense God’s presence among us.

That care could mean delivering a meal to new parents 
or providing meals for those diagnosed with a new 
illness, making visits wherever they might be needed, 
writing notes of encouragement, or sending cards to 
folks that are celebrating an anniversary or a birthday. 
Or perhaps you have thoughts on other ways this team 
can make a difference in someone’s life?

Or are you or someone you know dealing with a 

sudden or chronic illness or loss in your family? 
Perhaps you are feeling disconnected because of the 
inability to attend church. Are you giving care to a 
loved one and needing an extra pair of hands for an 
errand or two? Or are you someone who feels the call 
to help out in any of these areas?

Last year Kathy Hass, among several other faith 
leaders here at Saint Stephens, and with your pastors, 
attended a Leadership Institute at the Church of the 
Resurrection in Kansas City. From that Leadership 
Institute came a call to Kathy to be instrumental in 
forming a Congregational Care Ministry here at Saint 
Stephens. Kathy will be our new Congregational Care 
Coordinator and can help you access the support or 
care you need or set you up to help in any of these 
areas of care if you feel that you can assist others in 
need. 

Please call Kathy Hass at 715-536-1307 or email her 
at carlhass@aol.com. If you have any other questions 
regarding this exciting and new ministry, please feel 
free to contact me at the church office and I would be 
happy to share more of this vision with you.

God Bless! 

Pastor Missy

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 31 
August 14, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

August 7, 14, 21 
September 4, 18

Coffee Hour 
July 24, 31 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.
(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Mark Your Calendar
for the

Women’s Weekend Retreat
@ Moon Beach

November 4-6, 2016
“Be Your Best You!”

More information coming soon ...

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

The team of Rich Dabbert, Bonnie Koelsch, Roberta 
Bonnell, and Connie Swanson will serve tacos in the 
park on Tuesday, July 26. They should plan to meet with 
Carol Weber briefly after church this Sunday, July 24.

Volunteers, you are a blessing!
“Who doesn’t love a picnic in the park!”

TREASURED MEMORIES: MAKING GARDEN 
STEPPING STONES ... A program to make stepping 
stones in memory of a loved one ... presented by 
Aspirus Comfort Care & Hospice Services & the 
Woodson Art Museum.  Wednesday, July 27, 1-3 PM. 
Call 715.847.2703 or 715.845.7010 for info/registration.

Lend a Helping Hand with a Healthy Appetite ...
Fundraiser for Merrill Relay for Life!

All you have to do is come to Les & Jim’s Lincoln Lanes 
on Friday, July 22, between 5:00 PM and 8:00 PM and 
enjoy a great meal! Be sure to mention you are there 
for the Merrill Relay for Life Fundraiser. That’s it!  20% 
of Food Sales will be donated to Merrill Relay for Life! 
Les & Jim’s will be serving their famous All You Can Eat 
Fish Buffet and their regular full menu. There will be 
plenty of seating in the banquet hall. 

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

PINE CREST
The July Pine Crest worship service will be held at 2:00 
PM on Thursday, July 28. Members scheduled to assist 
residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda Hass, and 
Penny Hommerding. Rev. Missy Holdorf will lead the 
worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist.

Your Kindness  
is Appreciated!

Thank you to all the well wishers and to all of you for 
your prayers, cards, letters, emails and texts ... and the 
treats and yarn that randomly show up at my front door. 
All your love and kindness has been such a blessing! I 
am so proud to call St. Stephens my family.

- Shelly Burnett

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

WE NEED FLOWER SPONSORS
Can you sponsor flowers for a Sunday worship service? 
You can bring in your own flowers or order flowers to 
be delivered on Friday through a local florist. Sign up on 
the calendar in the office or call the office.

BLESSING CLOSET 
THANKS YOU! 
We are in the process of 
getting all the clothing 
donations to The Blessing 
Closet organized ... with 
a lot of help from a new 
helper, Mary Stamm. 
We will let you know 

what our needs are as soon as we’ve inventoried and 
organized what we have received thus far.
     - Shelly Burnett

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
We are starting to collect nonperishable food items 
in our very own makeshift “gazebo” (a/k/a a tent) in 
the Kuck Lounge. Start bringing your donations for the 
Fill the Gazebo event now ... and we’ll be sure they 
get hauled over to the Gazebo at Normal Park on 
Saturday, August 13, from 9:00 AM to NOON. We 
could use some helpers to help us transport the food 
over there that day, as well. Feel free to just bring your 
donation directly to the Gazebo that day if you prefer. 
In addition to nonperishable food, personal care items 
and monetary donations will also be accepted, with all 
donations divided between Merrill’s three food pantries 
and the Food for Kids program. The Food Pantry Sunday 
donations the first Sunday of August will be included in 
the Saint Stephens contribution to the Fill the Gazebo 
project! This will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

YOUTH 
NEWS!

What will await the Saint Stephens Youth Group this 
fall? We know for sure we’ll have a new Youth Room. 
And we’re betting we’ll have some exciting new plans 
for the upcoming year, too. 6th graders & up ... make 
plans to join us!

BLESSING

CLOSET

INTERPRETER DEADLINE
Interpreter deadline is Friday at 5:00 PM for items to be 
included in the following week’s edition. Please plan 
accordingly. Thank you!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Worship continues 
at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening; 
however, there is no Bible Study during the 
summer months.

Annual Merrill Area Relay for Life Event
August 5-6, 2016

Merrill Festival Grounds
Registration/Check-in Starts at 5:00 PM

Opening Ceremony at 6:00 PM
Survivor/Caregiver Lap after Opening Ceremony

Luminaria Ceremony at 9:00 PM

For more information, to 
register, or to make a donation, 
go to www.relayforlife.org/
merrillwi or call Deloris 
Bauman at 715.536.5483

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MERRILL AREA CHURCH FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE - SAINT STEPHENS UPDATE
Last Sunday was the Division 1 Tournament, and Saint 
Stephens’ team took third place. All of the games were 
great close games! This Sunday Saint Stephens plays 
St. Paul’s, Irma 2 at 3:00 PM at the ball diamond at 
Immanuel Lutheran. Come on out and enjoy the game!

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

At 5 PM Monday

Main Course Not Yet Available at Time of Printing 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

Text Giving is Here!
An Easy “How To” is on the Next Page!

THANK YOU TO OUR CHAPERONES!
Special thanks to Scott & Kelly Wallace and Diane 
Goetsch for chaperoning the Youth Group’s annual trip 
to Noah’s Ark. Everyone had a blast! It was the perfect 
day for a day trip to a water park!

Going to the Lincoln County Fair? 
When you get hungry, check out the  

NEW MENU 
at the:

St. Francis Xavier Snack Shack!
Deep Fried Pickles
Corn on the Cob

Deep Fried Mac N Cheese Bites
Potato Ribbons

Strawberry Shortcake in a Waffle Cone
Hamburgers, Cheeseburgers and Doubles too!
Hot Ham N Cheese, and Hotdogs for the kids.

Yum! Bring your appetite & head to the Fair!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL PROPS & MORE
If you brought something in to use for VBS that you 
would like back, please pick it up this week. If you 
do not pick up your items, we will assume they are a 
donation and store them for use during future Youth, 
Sunday School, or VBS activities and events. Thanks!

SPECIAL MUSIC OPENINGS
We still have openings for Special Music on August 7, 21, 
and 28. If you would like to play or sing for our worship 
service on one of those dates, please call Tina in the 
office. Soloists, duets, groups, and instrumentalists are 
all welcome!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

St. Paul’s Cemetary
 $100.00 in memory of my wife, Ann, from Ron Krueger, on the July 12 anniversary of her death

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 in memory of Wayne Kraetsch from Gay & Sally Oberg
 $50.00 in loving memory of Norbert Krause for his 90th birthday from Sally & Mark Woller

Memorial
 $20.00 in memory of Wayne Kraetsch from John & Gloria Schenzel
 $20.00 in memory of Wayne Kraetsch from Bob & Eppie Gruling
 $20.00 in memory of Wayne Kraetsch from Roland & Melita Hall
 $66.00 in memory of Leo & Eleanor Fehlberg’s 66th wedding anniversary

Organ
 $50.00 in memory of Robert Storm from Bill & Carol Weber

Radio 
 $190.00 in loving memory of Steve Rajek who passed away five years ago on July 14. Sadly missed by family
   & friends.

Endowment Fund
 A donation was made to the Endowment Fund on behalf of the Estate of Glorian Reinke.

MEMORIALS

TEXT TO GIVE!  It’s Fast, Quick, Easy & Convenient ... Wherever You Are

Have a “smart” cell phone? Then you can donate to Saint Stephens by sending a Text. It’s Simple. Here’s all you 
need to do:

1. Text    SaintStephens  (no spaces in between) to    73256
2. You will get a reply message with a link. Tap the link & it will take you to a screen that lets you input:

• The Dollar Amount you want to give (minimum of $3 per transaction for text giving).
• The Fund you want your money to go to (by default it will go in Weekly/Pledged Giving ... the 

General Fund ... but you can choose any fund listed). 
• The Account Type you want to use to make your payment (Credit/Debit Card, Checking, Savings).

3. Beneath that, you will be prompted to enter the appropriate account numbers, expiration date, and/
or security information for the account you selected. Be assured this is a secure system and we at Saint 
Stephens will never see your account information.
4. Check the box that says “I’m Not a Robot” and follow the instructions to verify you are not a robot. It will 
be a simple “human” test such as selecting some photos that meet a certain criteria.
5. Click the GIVE button.

You will get a Thank You message with a receipt immediately following your transaction to confirm that it went 
through. A receipt will simultaneously be texted to your phone number and sent to the email address you 
entered. 

If you have any questions or concerns, call Tina in the office. She tried it and successfully processed a personal 
donation to create this set of instructions. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


LIKE us on Facebook!

SUNDAY, JULY 24 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only 
 Rev. Missy Holdorf will be preaching.

Musicians are Jim Bjorklund and Darlene Johnson.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of Steve Rajek who passed away five years 

ago on July 14. Sadly missed by family & friends.
Altar flowers are also sponsored by the family & friends of Steve Rajek in his 

loving memory. 

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 25
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Habitat

TUESDAY, JULY 26 
 6:00 Worship Team

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, JULY 28
 9:30 ARDC Living Well with  
 Chronic Conditions 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JULY 22
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Prayers Please!
Please keep Rev. Carnes 
& the other members of 
our congregation who 
are driving out to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota on a Mission Trip 
in your prayers. They will 
leave Saturday, July 23, and 
return Sunday, July 31.

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Stephens-United-Church-of-Christ/339748219443701
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