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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

I was recently given some homework. I was asked to be a member of the Conference’s 
Church Development and Renewal Committee. (For those of you curious, the Conference 
is the Wisconsin Conference of the UCC. It’s the body that gathers together all of the 
United Church of Christ congregations in the state of Wisconsin. Missy recently preached 
about going to the Conference annual meeting.) I don’t know much about the committee 
other than its name thus far. My first meeting with the group will be on August 8, but 
I’ve already received homework. My homework is to read Paul Nixon’s newest book, co-
written with Beth Ann Estock, entitled Weird Church: Welcome to the Twenty-First Century.

It begins by stating that we are in a colossal cultural shift. It begins by talking about what 
more and more people are starting to realize. This cultural shift we’re in is unlike anything 
we’ve seen in more than 500 years, back around the time of the birth of the Protestant 
Church with the Reformation and the advent of the Gutenberg printing press. We are 
being presented with the question:  What does it mean to be human in a global proportion 
unlike we have at any time before?

It’s difficult for us to imagine, except for the technological revolution that we are in the 
midst of ourselves in our own time. Our ability to communicate with nearly anyone 
around the world in seconds is in many places literally turning civilization upside down 

-- in some instances for good and in others it’s causing great destruction. But in any case, 
this book about church, begins with life in the Twenty-first Century, not with church, and 
I appreciate that.

With an ever expanding understanding of our global community, we are constantly 
coming up against the question: How will we choose to live together...all of us? And this 
is a question to which the church can either be a hindrance in answering or it can take 
the lead in finding new answers.

Just on Sunday, the spacecraft “Juno” arrived into the orbit of the planet Jupiter. It will 
spend more than a year circling our solar system’s largest planet. NASA’s hope is to 
learn more about Jupiter’s atmosphere, intense radiation, and even perhaps what is at 
Jupiter’s core. We might learn more about the origins of our solar system, and perhaps 
the universe with this research mission that began five years and nearly 2 billion miles 
ago (the circumference of the Earth is 24,901 miles) when the space probe was launched.

We are in the midst of building our future. In some ways this has always been true for 
human life. But in this time of transition, marked by scientific exploration and discovery, 
cultural revolution, technological leaps, and yet also depression, violence, and a sense 
of meaninglessness and loss for many, we all have a stake in responding in ways that 
generations before us have not been asked to do.

With the research of astrophysics and astronomy, we are learning that our sense of time is 
immeasurably small. So small that nothing we know about human history can be called 

“old”. What this sparks in me is one more reason to say, we’re all in this together. All 
ages, all generations, all countries and cultures alive today, even the planets in our own 
solar system, we’re all in this together, whether we feel like it or not. With the millions of 
galaxies out there, it’s not just a matter of Earth being our home: we are residents of the 
Milky Way.

We are being asked, how will we choose to live together? How will we choose to do 
community better than we’ve done before? What will be our response?

On the journey together,
Kyle
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
is Next Week:  July 11 -15, Daily from 9:00 AM - 11:30 AM

Join us as we explore Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace 
in a fun & interactive way!

Be sure to complete the VBS Registration Form on the next page and return it  
to the office ASAP to enroll your child!

• Spend Time with Your Friends
• Learn About Your Faith
• Enjoy Crafts & Hands-On Activities
• Snack Time
• Indoor & Outdoor Fun
• Experience What Life Was Like in Another Time & Place
• You Don’t Want to Miss It!
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2016 VBS (Vacation Bible School) is sure to be a blast 
and planning is well under way. But we still need your 
help in a variety of different ways. 

#1: We could use a few more bodies to help with 
games and activities. 

#2: We are in need of scrip cards to grocery stores or 
cash donations. 

#3: If you have any of the items on the list to follow 
laying around at home that we could have or borrow, 
please bring them in to the Christian Education office.

Thanks In Advance,

    - Pastor Missy

• top soil 
• bale of straw
• 3 child size wading pool or galvanized metal tub
• old shirts to protect clothing
• old towels
• many old buckets
• disposable paper cups
• plastic knife
• wheelbarrow
• 8 brick molds
• 1” x 2” pine boards in 3 inch and 6 inch lengths
• screws to put pieces together
• hula hoops
• stuffed animals of various sizes
• different sized watermelons
• vasoline
• lots of rope

• toilet paper
• 7 large pieces of plywood
• hair straightener
• curling iron
• hair rubber bands
• olive oil
• dull butter knife
• thick yarn
• ornate ribbon
• old newspaper
• food boats
• napkins
• plastic utensils
• baskets
• plastic fruit
• plastic breads
• rugs
• throw rugs
• old sheets (black, white, off white, cream or royal 

colors)
• large plastic pots
• plants (plastic and/or real)
• Throw pillows (large and small)
• 6 or 7 pop up canopies (similar to the one pictured)

It’s Time For Vacation Bible School!

VBS is Right Around the Corner! 
Beginning this Monday, Saint Stephens will be a hub of activity for little ones coming to learn about their faith in 
new, fun, and exciting ways! But we still need some things to help us get ready! Can you help? Read on to learn 
all the ways we need the help of our church community to create an awesome experience for the kids!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
The Privilege of Giving

“During a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant 
joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a 
wealth of generosity on their part. For, as I can testify, 
they voluntarily gave according to their means, and 
even beyond their means, begging us earnestly for the 
privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints.” - 2 
Corinthians 8:2-4

My wife and I have a small list of institutions we support. 
Each month we give to our churches, public radio, our 
alma maters, the counseling center where my mentor 
serves, and a few others. These are far from extravagant 
gifts. They are just small monthly debits that, taken by 
themselves, hardly seem significant at times.  

And yet, when I look at my bank account, I like seeing 
that money go out. I know that at my college the LGBT 
center has a few more resources. I know that down in 
Georgia someone in crisis is closer to seeing a therapist. 
And I know that when I listen to the news on the radio, 
I’ve done my part to help pay for it.   

I see giving to the organizations I support as a privilege. 
In some small way, I get to be a part of work that is 
greater than myself.  

Most churches dread stewardship season. We feel like 
we are running a pledge drive that everyone hates. We 

bring out budgets and expense reports, present them 
with dour faces and negative tones, and then wonder 
why no one wants to help us meet the bottom line.  

But the reality is that Americans give generously. Over 
$375 billion last year, in fact. And, fully 84% of Millenials 
made a donation in 2014. So why do we struggle in the 
church?  

My sense is because we have stopped being inspirational 
in our requests for support, and have instead focused on 
doomsday scenarios: “If we don’t meet this budget, this 
church will be dead soon,” or “How can we support 
the children’s ministry when there is a deficit?” So we 
cut out churches to the bare bones. But our austerity 
measures fail to inspire a vision that anyone wants to 
give to. And so we cut again. We create a self-fulfilling 
prophecy.  

Show me a church with vision. Show me one that 
inspires joy. Make me feel like supporting your ministry 
is a privilege. Do that, and I’ll open my wallet in a 
heartbeat, and thank you for it. 

Prayer 

God, help us to cultivate joy in our vision, and to inspire 
joyful givers. Amen.  

By Emily C. Heath

COFFEE HOUR IS YEAR ROUND
Coffee Hour is scheduled year round so that our 
community can enjoy coffee and fellowship after the 
9:00 AM service. Please join us! And if you can, please 
sign up to host one of the coffee hours. It’s easy: Bring 
in some treats, make coffee (instructions are on the 
side of the fridge), set a few things up and do a small 
amount of clean up, and visit with others. Talk to your 
friends. Better yet, start a conversation with someone 
you’ve never talked to! Welcome visitors! It’s fun! Sign 
up to host a coffee hour in the Kuck lounge.

SNACKS NEEDED
Kelly Wallace is organizing the snacks for the kids for 
Vacation Bible School. Can you donate some of the 
items we’ll need? Please bring in any donations by 
8:30 AM on Monday, July 11. We need:

• Goldfish crackers
• Yogurt covered raisins
• Honeycomb cereal
• Cheese crackers
• Pita pockets
• Shredded cheddar cheese
• Fresh fruit: red and green grapes, strawberries, 

bananas, melons

Thank you!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THIS SUNDAY, July 10:  Worship at 9:00 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY will resume in September

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15, 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM daily

UPCOMING EVENTS

There are times when you need your pastor to listen 
and to be present for an illness, death, or a personal 
crisis. As you may have read recently in The Interpreter, 
we have a new phone number to call for those pastoral 
emergencies, which you can find in a box on page 11 
of this issue. Your pastors are always ready and eager 
to care for the congregation with love and concern in 
these times.

However, we as a people of faith are each called to 
care for one another, as well. In John 15:12, Jesus says, 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another 
as I have loved you.” With that in mind, I am pleased 
to let you know that we are developing something new 
here at Saint Stephens. It is called The Congregational 
Care Team. This team hopes to provide care and 
support to families and individuals in a personal and 
compassionate way and to provide an opportunity to 
sense God’s presence among us.

That care could mean delivering a meal to new parents 
or providing meals for those diagnosed with a new 
illness, making visits wherever they might be needed, 
writing notes of encouragement, or sending cards to 
folks that are celebrating an anniversary or a birthday. 
Or perhaps you have thoughts on other ways this team 
can make a difference in someone’s life?

Or are you or someone you know dealing with a 

sudden or chronic illness or loss in your family? 
Perhaps you are feeling disconnected because of the 
inability to attend church. Are you giving care to a 
loved one and needing an extra pair of hands for an 
errand or two? Or are you someone who feels the call 
to help out in any of these areas?

Last year Kathy Hass, among several other faith 
leaders here at Saint Stephens, and with your pastors, 
attended a Leadership Institute at the Church of the 
Resurrection in Kansas City. From that Leadership 
Institute came a call to Kathy to be instrumental in 
forming a Congregational Care Ministry here at Saint 
Stephens. Kathy will be our new Congregational Care 
Coordinator and can help you access the support or 
care you need or set you up to help in any of these 
areas of care if you feel that you can assist others in 
need. 

Please call Kathy Hass at 715-536-1307 or email her 
at carlhass@aol.com. If you have any other questions 
regarding this exciting and new ministry, please feel 
free to contact me at the church office and I would be 
happy to share more of this vision with you.

God Bless! 

Pastor Missy

CONGREGATIONAL CARE TEAM

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 31 
August 14, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

August 7, 14, 21 
September 4, 18

Coffee Hour 
July 3, 10, 17,24, 31 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.
(It’s fun & easy...and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Youth going into Grade 6 
all the way up through the 
Class of 2016 are invited 
to go on our annual trip 
to Noah’s Ark on Monday, 
July 18. Friends are invited, 
too! Cost is $10 per person. 
Mark your calendar. Sign 
up in the office ASAP if 
you plan to attend. Then 
complete the Permission 
Slip (available in previous 
issues of The Interpreter or 
in the church office) and 

turn it in to the office with your trip money. Plan to 
bring your own food and snacks. And don’t forget the 
sunblock!

Mark Your Calendar
for the

Women’s Weekend Retreat
@ Moon Beach

November 4-6, 2016
“Be Your Best You!”

More information coming soon ...

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

The team of Dan Pick, Randy Perry, Barb Iwen, and 
Kristine Bowe will serve tacos in the park on Tuesday, 
July 12. They should plan to meet with Carol Weber 
briefly after church this Sunday, July 10.

Volunteers, you are a blessing!
“Who doesn’t love a picnic in the park!”

YOUTH TRIP TO NOAH’S ARK

On Sunday, July 3, we welcomed one-month-old Bryce 
Martin-Eugene Nowell into the community of Saint 
Stephens through the waters of holy baptism. Bryce’s 
parents are Jeremy Nowell & Lynn Oestreich. We are 
all blessed to be given the opportunity to watch our 
faith community grow in love as more and more little 
ones are baptised here!

TREASURED MEMORIES: MAKING GARDEN 
STEPPING STONES ... A program to make stepping 
stones in memory of a loved one ... presented by 
Aspirus Comfort Care & Hospice Services & the 
Woodson Art Museum.  Wednesday, July 27, 1-3 PM. 
Call 715.847.2703 or 715.845.7010 for info/registration.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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DON’T FORGET TO TURN IN YOUR 
SIGNED PERMISSION SLIPS FOR 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
& FOR THE YOUTH TRIP TO NOAH’S ARK 

(along with your money for that).

CUT FLOWER BOUQUETS
Have beautiful flower beds? Why not sponsor flowers 
for a Sunday and bring beautiful bouquets of cut 
flowers from your garden to adorn the altar? Flowers 
on the altar don’t have to be from the florist shop.

SIMPLICITY ... 

 CONVENIENCE ...

  PEACE OF MIND ...

AND it helps the church MANAGE CASH FLOW.

Want to start giving online? (Call the office for more 
info. or read a recent issue for instructions!)

Why Give Online?

BLESSING CLOSET 
NEEDS A HELPER
The Blessing Closet has 
been receiving lots of 
donations! For that we are 
extremely grateful, and 
we will continue to take 
your clean, gently used 
donations. Just a reminder 

that baby and children’s clothing (clean, no tears or 
holes, gently used) would be appreciated, as we don’t 
have a large selection yet. Thanks again!

     - Shelly Burnett

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 13, from 
9:00 AM to NOON to help us “Fill the Gazebo” at 
the Gazebo at Normal Park. Nonperishable food and 
personal care items and monetary donations will be 
accepted, with all donations divided between Merrill’s 
three food pantries and the Food for Kids program. This 
will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

YOUTH 
NEWS!

Saint Stephens Youth Group on hiatus for the summer. 
See you after school starts when we will have a new 
Youth Room and lots of energy and excitement for new 
fun & activities! . We’re going to have so much fun!

BLESSING

CLOSET

NEW INTERPRETER DEADLINE
The deadline for items to be published in the Interpreter 
is Friday at 5:00 PM for items to be included in the 
following week’s edition. The Interpreter is finalized 
and sent to the proofreaders by the end of the day each 
Monday. Please plan accordingly. Thank you!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Worship continues 
at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening; 
however, there is no Bible Study during the 
summer months.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

MERRILL AREA CHURCH FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 
LEAGUE - SAINT STEPHENS UPDATE
Hope you all had an awesome 4th of July weekend. Our 
next softball game will be playing against Our Saviors/
St. John’s this Sunday, July 10, at the ball diamond at 
Faith Lutheran at 4:30. Hope to see you there!

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

At 5 PM Monday

Chicken & Biscuits  
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

SUMMER TRAVELS + ELECTRONIC GIVING = YES!
Going to be out and about and gone a lot this summer? 
Sign up for electronic giving! It’s super easy. Just call 
Tina in the office to learn how!

Coming Soon ... Giving via Texting!
(What will they think of next?!)

A YOUNG MOTHER NEEDS OUR HELP
We are trying to collect some basic necessities for a 
young mother of two who needs our help. Donations 
of the following items are needed:

• 1 or 2 baby gates
• baby shampoo
• baby wipes
• A&D ointment
• diapers in size 4 and size 5/6

Please bring donations to the Church Office. Thank 
you!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Did you know? ...
You can now purchase any in-stock Scrip in the Church 
Office Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, or Friday during 
normal business hours! 
Shopping in Merrill? Going to fill your car with gas or go out to lunch? 
Planning dinner out for the evening? Plan just a little bit ahead. Pit stop at the church office to purchase 
Scrip for any of these merchants before you run your errands and earn free money for Saint Stephens  
when you do it!

Shop Local ... with Scrip! Keep local businesses thriving, help provide jobs for your neighbors, AND 
earn free cash for Saint Stephens!  It’s a win-win-win.

Scrip is In-Stock for these Local Businesses:
Cosmo Theatre   Ye Olde Sweet Shoppe     

First Street Coffee Station 
Walgreen’s   Clark’s Cup-n-Cone   Ace Hardware 

Shell Gas Station   Cenex   Holiday   Kwik Trip   Pine Ridge Mobil/AmericInn  
BP   Piggly Wiggly   Dave’s County Market   McDonald’s   Culver’s   Wal Mart   Chips    

Los Mezcales   Pine Ridge Family Restaurant   Friendship House Family Restaurant 
Dairy Queen   Pizza Hut   Arby’s   Subway 

Eagles Club   Hardees

On your way to Hargrave Appliance, Miller Furniture, Merrill Radio Shack, or VIP Office Products? You don’t 
even need to stop by church to purchase a Scrip card. Just MENTION Scrip whenever you make a purchase 
of $100 or more by cash or check at these merchants, and they will automatically send a percentage of your 

purchase to Saint Stephens! 

Other Scrip available by special order. Ask at the Scrip table after services.

ORNATE METAL CROSSES
We are still looking for a few more ornate metal crosses (the kind that can be hung on 
a wall) similar to those pictured above. Please call Tina in the office if you have metal 
crosses to donate. New and used crosses are welcome!

HELP IS STILL NEEDED ... Can You ...
• Scrub down furniture to prep it for painting or 

refinishing. 
• Cut boards, drill pilot holes, and screw boards 

together. 
• Stain boards.
• Take pallets apart.
If so, you can be a part of our redecorating project! 
Please call Tina in the office. We could really use a 
little extra help.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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COLORING PAGE

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Anniversary
 $20.00 in memory of Jeff Radke and Bernice Radke, with love from Karen Rice Radke
 $20.00 in honor of Martin Eugene Nowell’s Baptism from Gerald Oestreich

MEMORIALS
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LIKE us on Facebook!

SUNDAY, JULY 10 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only-With Communion 
 Rev. Kyle Carnes will be preaching.

Musicians are David & Carol Finanger.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is in honor of the 60th wedding anniversary of our parents, Ron & 

JoAnn Vachavake, from their children
Altar flowers are in memory of Faye Reinhardt from Charles Reinhardt, Kent & 

Wendy Reinhardt, and Phil & Kelly Natzke

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JULY 11
 9:00 -11:30 Vacation Bible School 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, JULY 12 
 9:00-11:30 Vacation Bible School

 WEDNESDAY, JULY 13 
 9:00-11:30 Vacation Bible School 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, JULY 14
 9:00-11:30 Vacation Bible School 
 9:30 ARDC Living Well with  
 Chronic Conditions 
 9:30 Former PALS Exercise Group 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JULY 15
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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Thank you for your generous 
donations to the Food Pantry 

on Sunday!  Stay tuned for the 
total weight of those donations ... 

coming soon!
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