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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

SUMMER IS HERE
Well friends, another program year of the life of the church has come to an end. 
With Memorial Day last weekend, we have officially entered into the traditional 
summer season. We have slowed our programming in the church. We have gone 
down to just one worship service. The choir gets a much-deserved break. And the 
pews are a little less full, because there’s so much to do outdoors. And that’s ok. I 
hope that you will be in church when you’re in town, and that you will come to 
Wednesday night worship for something of a slightly different pace – a way to be 
together during the week, when our weekends are full.

I know this is old knowledge for many of you, but what we know these days is 
that there are many ideas about church, and differences in understanding how it 
works. So, forgive me, if this seems unnecessary to be said, but do you know that 
the offering plate each week is where we get 99% of our resources to pay our bills? 
Boring. Right?

Did you know that last year was the first year in more than five years that our 
congregation did not need to take money from any of our savings accounts to pay 
our bills? Less boring?

Did you know that I believe that paying our bills is the minimum bar for us to reach?

Because paying our bills is huge, on one hand. It means we are viable, steady, 
stable… (and so many churches these days are not any of those three things.)

But I don’t know about you, but I’m not terribly excited about viable, steady, and 
stable. Of course in a world like our own where there is so much change and there 
is so much instability and there is so much fear, you could make a very strong case 
to say that I should be more excited than I am about viable, steady, and stable. We 
need viability, when so many things around us seem to be dying and failing. We 
need stability, because nothing grows without stability. And steadiness helps calm 
our nerves. These are all…very…good…things.

And yet, what would it be like if we were to set our sights for vibrant, thriving, and 
growing? What could we do if we gave, participated, and contributed in ways that 
brought about vibrant, thriving growth? I wonder what kind of impact we could have 
in our city if we were vibrant, thriving, and growing. And you know what? I think 
we’re well on our way towards these things. But we can’t get there without you. You 
make a difference. Your gifts make a difference. Your time makes a difference. Your 
contributions make a difference.

Summer is here. And I’m so looking forward to my camping trips, and family 
reunions, and time on the lake. But you know what? While I’m in those places, I 
won’t have forgotten about what we’re doing here. I won’t have forgotten the life 
that is springing forth inside our walls. I won’t forget about the ways people are 
telling good stories about the good things happening in the life of our congregation.

Good things are happening. The Spirit is moving. New life is breaking-in. And you’re 
a part of it. Don’t forget that. You are an essential part of it. See you in church on 
Sunday and Wednesday night.

Blessings,

Kyle
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WEBSITE NEWS!
The website is coming! And soon! Tina has been 
working on the new content and redesign and will let 
everyone know as soon as it goes “live” so you can 
check it out! The new website will contain news and 
updates, issues of the Interpreter, audio files of sermons, 
our calendar of events, and much more. And, it will 
continue to evolve as we move forward in this year of 
exciting change! Stay tuned for the unveiling of the new 
site in the coming weeks!

MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more 
from:  Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - 

Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

CAN YOU HELP?

Are you a creative soul? An avid fan of Pinterest? 
Maybe a little bit crafty? We need YOU!

As a part of our redecorating efforts, we need to 
call upon some of YOUR time and talents. We need 
people who can help with projects. Do you possess 
any of the following skills/talents, and can you offer 
your help? 

• Wallpaper removal
• Painting
• Refinishing/refurbishing some furniture pieces

If you can help, call Tina in the office! 715.536.7322

RELAY FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER
A complete Spaghetti Dinner will be served here at 
Saint Stephens in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, June 
7. Seating will begin at 4:45 PM with the meal served 
cafeteria style at 5:30 PM. Come and enjoy spaghetti 
& meatballs, garlic bread, salad, hot vegetable, dessert, 
and beverage for a minimum donation of $8. Pre-
dinner piano selections will be presented by Marlene 
Krueger. Reservations requested (though not required). 
Please call 715.536.5483.

Coming Soon ... Giving via Texting!
(What will they think of next?!)

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK
ST. STEPHENS “ TACO TUESDAY”

Thank you to the many volunteers who answered “the 
call” to provide “Taco Tuesday” lunches beginning 
June 14th at Stange’s Park on 3rd Street.

Also a special thank you for those who have donated 
SCRIP cards or cash donations for the purchase of food 
and the for the donation of coolers. 

(Look for the donation jars around church on Sunday 
mornings.)

All volunteers for the “serving teams” will receive 
a schedule listing dates and information for the 
preparation and serving. Each Sunday before the 
serving date that team will meet for a short meeting 
after Sunday service.

There has been misunderstanding from a previous 
article in the Foto News regarding the lunches at Kate 
Goodrich School.  This is only for the students enrolled 
in the Summer School Enrichment Program for two 
weeks. 

Other churches providing food for the other four days 
are Our Saviors Church, Christ Methodist Church, 
Trinity Lutheran Church, and St. Johns Church. 

Volunteers, you are a blessing!
“Who doesn’t love a picnic in the park!”

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REDECORATING UPDATE!
A good deal of the painting has been done in the 
Kuck Lounge! (Thank you again to the mystery crew 
that does such an awesome job and won’t let us 
photograph and recognize them by name!) 

It is exciting to see the vision for the space begin 
to take shape. But we still need many of the major 
furnishings. We are hoping to have SEATING of 
different heights (some on soft chairs/sofas ... the dark 
brown leather-look pieces which we would like to get 
more of!) plus wood chairs and tables at regular table 
height and bistro type tables and chairs at that height 
plus a few pub height tables and bar height stools. This 
will accommodate the largest number of people with 
comfort for all at varying heights.

We are very aware that there is not nearly enough 
seating currently and that we have people standing 
during coffee hour. In addition to freshening up the 
space with a new look, we are also adding additional 
seating to address this problem. Can you help?

We still have many items on our WISH LIST. If we can 
find these items in excellent used condition, that would 
be ideal. Otherwise, perhaps you would be willing to 
contribute for the purchase of some of these items. We 
are looking for: 

• Dark chocolate brown leather or leather-look 
chairs, couches, loveseats, ottomans, storage 
benches.  (Must be in excellent condition)
(Looking for more modular modern shapes).

• Wooden pub tables (the high ones, square or 
round).

• Sturdy wooden square or rectangular tables 
(normal chair height).

• Wooden chairs, sturdy and in good condition, or 
chairs or stools that are a combination of wood/
metal/leather-look materials.

• Metal bistro or patio sets (can be cast iron or 

HALL OF HISTORY
The next time you’re at church, take a walk down the hall by the offices and check out our “Hall of History.” You 
will now see, not only the framed images of the buildings and very early history of the church, but also more of 
the faces of the people that have made and are making the history of Saint Stephens! All of the images of the Saint 
Stephens pastors, past and present (except Rev. Carnes, and his image will be added soon) have been relocated to 
this hall. The “Children of Saint Stephens” ... images of those who originated from Saint Stephens and went on to 
fulfill the call of ministry (except for Rev. Holdorf, who will also soon be added to this display) ... have also been 
added to the hallway. 

The frames and matting on many of these images have begun to fall apart, so as a part of our redecorating efforts, 
all of the images we just moved will be reframed and matted so they can continue to grace our halls for many, 
many years to come. We hope to mat and frame them to match or coordinate with the other church history 
images already in this hall.

other metals). These will be repainted, so they 
don’t have to be perfect, but they need to be in 
good functional condition with minimal rust.

• Sturdy square or rectangular coffee tables, 
console or sofa tables, or side tables.

The photos can give you an IDEA of what we are 
looking for). If you find an item you would like to 
purchase to donate, please snap a photo of the item 
and contact Tina via her cell phone at 715.212.0767. 
This will help to ensure we have a cohesive look and 
that we don’t get too many of something!

Donations may be labeled “REDECORATING” and 
placed in the collection or mailed to the office.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MEMORIALS
Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

This week’s memorials will be included in next week’s edition of the Interpreter. 

1. Be sure the church office has your current email 
address in your record. This email address must match 
the one you wish to use for your online (electronic) 
giving in order for it to work.
2. Go to Access ACS using the following url:  
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.
aspx?sn=159398
3. Register as a new user. At the Account Sign Up 
screen, type in your E-mail address, First Name and 
Last Name and click Find Me. (Note: Sometimes 
entering your name can be trickier than it needs to 
be depending upon how you are identified in our 
database. The name has to match our database 
exactly. Call the office if you get stuck here.) 
4. If your information matches, you will get a message 
indicating you have successfully set up a member 
account. A user name and password will be e-mailed 
to the e-mail address that is on file for you. You will 
need to remember your user name, but don’t worry 
about trying to memorize the obscure password ACS 
provides because you will be required to change it the 
first time you log in.
5. Log back in with the user name and password 
provided. You will be prompted to change your 
password to something you can remember. The 
password you create should not contain your user 
name or e-mail, cannot include any of the following 
characters: < & > / \ ; % [space] ‘ “ and must contain 
both upper and lower case letters and two or more 

numbers. It must be over 8 characters long. REMEMBER 
this user name and password, as you will need it any 
time you log in. You may wish to Bookmark this page 
for easy reference.
6. Explore this page. You will see multiple hyperlinks 
that will allow you to edit or update your personal and 
family church records. We encourage you to keep all 
information current and correct. Take a look at what we 
have on file and update it as necessary.
7. In the Giving Summary section, click on the Online 
Giving Setup tab to go in and set up a one-time or 
recurring donation. You will need to enter in your bank 
account information or credit or debit card information. 
This is a secure website. No one at the church will ever 
have access to this information after you enter it here. 
If you would like to set up a scheduled or recurring 
transaction, you select whether you would like it 
weekly or monthly. You decide when it should start. 
You decide how much it will be. You choose which 
fund or category it will go into. If you want it to go 
into the general offering, choose “Weekly/Pledged” for 
the fund. If you want to give a memorial, choose the 
fund it should go into and you will be able to enter in 
the memorial information as you would like it to read. 
When you are finished, finalize your entries and it’s all 
done.
8. Any time you wish, you can look at your online giving 
history now without waiting for a contribution statement 
to arrive in the mail! Fast and easy!

How To Set Up Your Online Giving

THIS SUNDAY, June 5: Worship at 9:00 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

Let your light shine.  ~ Matthew 5:16

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


June 1, 2016
Page 5THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
Our mission trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, is coming up quickly! The trip 
will be July 23-30, 2016, and you are invited to get 
involved! If you would like to join Rev. Carnes and the 
six others who will be taking this trip for an incredible 
life-changing experience, call the church office to 
express your interest! Mission trip participants will be 
responsible for their own travel and other expenses. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Carnes directly, 
and keep watching the Interpreter for updates as more 
details emerge.

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBERS!
One of the biggest problems we are having in the office 
is contacting YOU by phone! If you discontinued your 
land line and went to a cell phone in the last several 
years and did not tell us, we don’t have any way to 
call you. We’ve been running into this a LOT lately! 
So please contact the church office to make sure we 
have your current and correct telephone numbers if 
you have only a cell phone in particular

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 13, from 
9:00 AM to NOON to help us “Fill the Gazebo” at 
the Gazebo at Normal Park. Nonperishable food and 
personal care items and monetary donations will be 
accepted, with all donations divided between Merrill’s 
three food pantries and the Food for Kids program. 
This will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

CAN YOU HELP?
We need a couple of volunteers with a truck or trailer 
who can help pick up furniture items for the church as 
they are acquired. Can you help? Please call Tina in 
the office. 715.536.7322

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 17, 31 
August 14, 21, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

July 24, 31 
August 7, 14, 21

Coffee Hour 
June 5, 12, 19, 26 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH 
NEWS!

There will be Youth Group on June 5th & 19th. We 
will  continue to work on the Blessing Closet and a 
new secret project. You have to come to find out what 
Miss Shelly is cooking up now! LOL 

All youth in grades 6 and up are invited (including 
those of you who will start grade 6 in the fall). Come 
and have some summer fun with your friends!

BLESSING CLOSET 
NEEDS DONATIONS
The Youth Group is 
transitioning from Blessing 
Bags to the Blessing Closet. 
We continue to welcome 
donations of gently used 

shoes and clothing in all sizes but particularly children’s 
sizes, hangers, socks, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, 
etc. Thank you for your generosity in helping the youth 
with this amazing project! 
Donations can be placed where the food pantry bags 
are dropped off in the entry area. Please mark any 
bags of smaller items with the words “Blessing Closet 
Donation” so we do not get them confused with Food 
Pantry donations. Again, thank you for your love and 
support in this brand new ministry.

- Shelly Burnett

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

OUR CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!
At long last, the church directories have arrived! Stop 
in the office to pick up your copy. Copies will also be 
available after worship in the lounge.

VBS Registration Forms are available in the 
office or send an email to: interpreter@
ststephensucc.com if you would like one 
emailed to you.

At 5 PM Monday

Pasta Sausage Casserole 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? In 
the past, a few famtinailies have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS goes out to all of the 
recipients of this year’s Staats Memorial Scholarships:

Mitchell Anderson 
Wesley Boehm
Matthew Ruge
Nicole Seidler
Scott Wallace

Jacob Anderson
Jennifer Anderson
Taylor Hudzinski
Justin Pyan
Brian Rowe
Adam Messerschmidt
Sara Zastrow

Congratulations Graduates!

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Wednesday Evening Worship continues 
at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening; 
however, there is no a Bible Study during 
the summer months.

There’s been a lot of talk about online giving lately. But 
WHY should you give online? There are several great 
reasons and benefits to both you and Saint Stephens.

First, you can simplify your life by scheduling your 
giving online in advance. (You can also opt to give a 
one-time gift whenever you want instead of scheduling 
recurring giving.) You won’t have to write out checks 
or remember to bring envelopes to church. You won’t 
have to address an envelope or spend money on a 
stamp to send your donation to church on weekends 
you can’t attend. You won’t have to do a thing. Your 
donation will be processed automatically according 
to the amount and schedule you set up, and you can 
change it at any time. 

For the church, online giving helps us better manage 
cash flow, even during seasons when attendance is 
down due to summer vacations and lots of activities. 
Just as your household incurs ongoing expenses 
throughout the year, the church has monthly bills we 
must pay. Online giving provides a more consistent, 
even cash flow that assures us we can keep those bills 
paid on time.

Several families in the congregation have already 
enrolled in online giving. They report it was simple 
and easy to do! See for yourself. Easy instructions are 
included on page 4.

Why Give Online?

Congratulations to all of our high school and college 
graduates! We wish you love and blessings on all of 
your future endeavors, whatever they may be. As 
you venture out beyond the boundaries of our small 
community, please know that you will always be a part 
of the Saint Stephens community. We hope you will 
continue or grow to be active in our church community  
now and in the future. This is your home, and you are 
the future of Saint Stephens. And what a bright future 
that will be with you as an integral part of it.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Christian

“…and it was in Antioch that the disciples were first 
called Christians.” - Acts 11:26

Barnabas and Paul (né Saul) have gathered in Antioch 
for a revival. (Actually, since the church was just being 
born at that point, it couldn’t have been a REvival. A 
previval, maybe?  Anyway.) The people have been 
filled with excitement, with the fervor of conversion, 
and growing in numbers by leaps and bounds.  

And it’s in that place that our name is coined, where 
we’re first called Christians. Notice: it doesn’t say 
that’s where those first believers first call themselves 
Christians; it’s where others first call them that.   

What would have led the neighbors to call them that? 
Not what made the neighbors notice them in the first 
place, like weird religious practices or whatever. I mean, 
why did the neighbors choose that particular name? 
It may seem obvious now: of course we’re called 
Christians; we follow Christ! But back then, there was 
a virtually unlimited number of things they could have 
called this new group. Why “Christians”?  

Here’s what I think: they heard it from the believers. 
These new converts must have said the name “Jesus 
Christ” so often and with such passion that even non-
believers knew it was important to them. They must 
have said it when they gathered, and they must have 
said it when they were apart. Like someone who’s just 
discovered Hamilton, they would NOT shut up about it.  

Outside of church, how often do you say the name Jesus 
Christ? And no, you don’t get to count the expletives. 
How often do you say it, and with how much passion, 
as you move through the world? Is it often enough that 
someone who didn’t already know it might coin the 
term “Christian” to describe you?

Prayer 

Holy one, I’m afraid I don’t talk about you as much as I 
might.  Let your name be ever on my lips, until even the 
neighbors start calling me by it.  Amen.

By Quinn G. Caldwell

Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

FIRST GAME A WIN ... SECOND GAME SUNDAY
Saint Stephens Fast Pitch Softball Team plays this 
Sunday, June 5, at 3:00 PM at St. John’s. Saint Stephens 
will play St. Paul’s Irma, Team 2. Come on out and 
cheer on the team! 

Be the change you want to see in the world.    
              - Mahatma Gandhi

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Please help extend a warm Saint Stephens welcome 
to all of the new members who joined our church 
this past Sunday, May 29. (Those who could be with 
us on Sunday are pictured in the photo above, not 
necessarily in the following order.)

Nicole Kusserow
Eric Soberg
Linda Hilgart
Chris Stamm
Mary Stamm
Marilyn Baumgart
Virgil Baumgart
Liz Krueger
Leesa Roth
Kristin Natzke
Steve Osness
Kendra Osness
Sheryl Knospe

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members 
are? This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

STRENGTHEN the CHURCH  UCC MISSION 
OUTREACH

STRENGTHEN the CHURCH offering is one component 
of our United Church of Christ special 5 for 5 yearly 
mission outreach of our National UCC Churches.

At our  Northwest Wisconsin UCC annual meeting 
in April, St Stephens Church was recognized for 
our commitment to all the 5 for 5 mission outreach 
commitments in 2015!

This year our offering for STRENGTHEN the Church will 
be held during the month of June. 

Through this offering we support programs that will 
carry our churches into the future.  This includes 
development and training for churches that are seeking 
to revitalize congregations and grow with thoughts that 
the church will be there for our children and for our 
grandchildren.  It assists new church beginnings where 
there is need in new neighborhoods.  It trains leaders 
in youth, young  adults, and pastors in leadership roles.
One half of our support stays here in Wisconsin to assist 
and grow our congregations where there is need.

Offering envelopes will be included in the mailed 
Interpreter and will be available in  early June in our 
Sunday bulletins. The next two Sunday bulletins will 
include brochures that tell the stories of how we are 
investing in the future of our churches. In one example, 
our church resembles how we are using our space 
that,previously sat empty most of the week, to provide 
wide community support.  Check it out!    To assist the 
office staff, please add your church envelope number 
to the special Strengthen the Church offering envelope. 
       - Mission Team

WANTED:  We are looking for a few rather odd items 
for a project. Please call Tina in the office if you have 
any of the following you can donate:
• Ornate metal crosses (that could hang on a wall
• Succulent plants (Not cactus)

CARPENTER NEEDED for a few small carpentry 
projects. Call the office for more info. 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, JUNE 5: 

Worship at 9:00 AM Only--Rev. Carnes will be preaching.
“So many gods.”
I Kings 18:20-39

Worship music is provided by Darlene Johnson and Kimberly Seidel.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of printing.
Radio Ministry is in honor of our parents, Erwin & Lillian Ramm and Gustave & 

Ruth Kuck from Rev. Dale & Jackie Kuck. 
Altar flowers are sponsored by Mary Stamm.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, JUNE 6 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Church & Ministry

TUESDAY, JUNE 7 
 5:30 Relay for Life Spaghetti   
 Dinner Fundraiser

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9
 9:00 PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 3:00 Bell Tower
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This Sunday, June 5, is Food Pantry Sunday!

Going to be out and about and gone a lot this 
summer? Sign up for electronic giving! It’s super 
easy. Just call Tina in the office to learn how!
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