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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

A THING CALLED CHURCH

As I write this, I am still in San Francisco at the conference I mentioned 
last week, on innovation and creativity, specifically for the church to 
imagine and re-imagine what our future might look like. We attended 
a “Maker Faire” - a festival that brings together “makers” of all kinds 
to share ideas, inventions, concepts, and play together. I have seen all 
kinds of crazy things like drone races, people riding stationary bicycles 
to generate electricity, the use of 3D printing to create prosthetics for 
veterans, and even a dancing robot made of cardboard! I’ve attended 
three different worship services and engaged in countless conversations 
with colleagues about church leadership and innovation in the life 
church. All of this is so that we - the church - might respond more 
effectively and more faithfully to our changing culture to better meet 
the needs of our people and our community.

Much fruit will come from my time here. Thank you for supporting 
continuing education. I continue to look with joy towards the future 
that God has in store for us. 

This week in worship we will recognize the recipients of this year’s 
Staat’s Scholarship and recognize our graduates. It is also New Member 
Sunday! Over the last number of weeks, a group of folks who have 
been attending St. Stephens for some time now, have been gathering to 
get to know one another, current church members and to learn about 
the church. This Sunday we will welcome them into our ranks as full 
members. I can tell you that these people are excited about who we 
are as a church, have found hospitality and welcome here, and they 
are eager for what the future holds for us.

Friends, we have much to celebrate in the life of our congregation.  I 
know many folks will be kicking off the beginning of summer and I 
hope to see many of you on Sunday to celebrate and worship together.

We are entering the season after Pentecost, when we focus on what 
the Spirit is doing. The Spirit is moving and I give thanks that we keep 
following that Spirit. See you in church!

Blessings,

Kyle
P.S. Summer schedule begins this week! Only one worship throughout 
the summer at 9AM. See you then!
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WEBSITE NEWS!
The website is coming! And soon! Tina has been 
working on the new content and redesign and will let 
everyone know as soon as it goes “live” so you can 
check it out! The new website will contain news and 
updates, issues of the Interpreter, audio files of sermons, 
our calendar of events, and much more. And, it will 
continue to evolve as we move forward in this year of 
exciting change! Stay tuned for the unveiling of the new 
site in the coming weeks!

NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
A few months ago I wrote in the Interpreter about a 
leadership program put on by the Pension Boards of 
our denomination in which I’ve had the privilege to 
participate. This week I will be traveling for my last 
continuing education event with this program. In 
the coming years, I will be given the opportunity to 
present my own ideas for continuing education and 
will receive funding for it.

The content of this trip will be a little different than 
my previous conferences and trainings. In the past, 
everything has been very specifically church related, 
and most specifically related to church leadership. 
This Thursday I will be traveling to San Mateo, 
California to learn about “human-centered design.” 
I’ll be attending an event called “Maker Faire.” Check 
it out online at www.makerfaire.com. When you go 
online, you’ll see that they call it the world’s largest, 

“show and tell”. That might seem like a strange thing 
for a group of clergy to attend. But the event is based 
on this “human-centered design” and the basic idea 
is to create new innovations that come from the 
needs of a specific group of people. While I don’t 
know much about it yet, that principle sounds to 
me like something the church needs more of and is 
something we already do when we’re at our best.

The church starts with people, ends with people, and 
hopefully has people at the center of everything we 
do. We want to meet people’s needs - our needs and 
the needs of our community. I’m looking forward to 
learning about this new way of thinking and can’t 
wait to get back to share it with all of you. I will be 
out of the office May 19 - 26. Rev. Missy will be 
leading worship, be present for pastoral care needs, 
and in general, is the boss when I’m away. Friends, 
it’s continuing education events like this that help 
me be a better pastor so that we can do church 
even better together. Thank you for allowing me this 
space to be away to learn and grow. We are all the 
better for it. See you Memorial Day weekend for 
Baccalaureate Sunday when we honor our graduates 
and scholarship recipients. And we will welcome 
new members that day as well! 

Blessings, 

Kyle MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more 
from:  Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - 

Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

CAN YOU HELP?

Are you a creative soul? An avid fan of Pinterest? 
Maybe a little bit crafty? We need YOU!

As a part of our redecorating efforts, we need to 
call upon some of YOUR time and talents. We need 
people who can help with projects. Do you possess 
any of the following skills/talents, and can you offer 
your help? 

• Wallpaper removal
• Painting
• Refinishing/refurbishing some furniture pieces

If you can help, call Tina in the office! 715.536.7322

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Thank you to all of the congregation members who 
have been taking part in our Scrip program! Whether 
you buy every now and again or every week, every 
little bit helps. This program is an amazing resource 
because there is no additional cost to the church or 
congregation members to participate. Because you 
have been so faithful in participating, and because 
of the faithfulness of our Scrip volunteers, there is 
$2,000 of earnings that will be added to the church’s 
general fund.

Thank you for the efforts of everyone involved. You 
are making a difference!

Jennifer Porath
Church Council President

St. Stephens Scrip
NEWS

RELAY FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER
A complete Spaghetti Dinner will be served here at 
Saint Stephens in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, June 
7. Seating will begin at 4:45 PM with the meal served 
cafeteria style at 5:30 PM. Come and enjoy spaghetti 
& meatballs, garlic bread, salad, hot vegetable, dessert, 
and beverage for a minimum donation of $8. Pre-
dinner piano selections will be presented by Marlene 
Krueger. Reservations requested (though not required). 
Please call 715.536.5483.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FREE CLINIC
St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic has a mission to provide 
basic healthcare services for people age 18+ in 
Lincoln County to those that qualify. You are eligible 
to be seen if you do not have health insurance, are 
underinsured, or you have insurance but cannot afford 
the high deductible. You are not eligible if you have 
adequate insurance, you have Medicaid or Medicare, 
or if you receive veteran’s medical assistance. No 
appointment needed. Arrive between 5:00 PM - 6:00 
PM on Thursday evenings to register. We are located at 
1004 E. Main Street in Merrill between the St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store and NAPA. Look for the red door! 
Questions? Call 715.539.9566 on Thursday nights or 
715.539.2666 during the day Monday through Friday.

There’s been a lot of talk about online giving lately. But 
WHY should you give online? There are several great 
reasons and benefits to both you and Saint Stephens.

First, you can simplify your life by scheduling your 
giving online in advance. (You can also opt to give a 
one-time gift whenever you want instead of scheduling 
recurring giving.) You won’t have to write out checks 
or remember to bring envelopes to church. You won’t 
have to address an envelope or spend money on a 
stamp to send your donation to church on weekends 
you can’t attend. You won’t have to do a thing. Your 
donation will be processed automatically according 
to the amount and schedule you set up, and you can 
change it at any time. 

For the church, online giving helps us better manage 
cash flow, even during seasons when attendance is 
down due to summer vacations and lots of activities. 
Just as your household incurs ongoing expenses 
throughout the year, the church has monthly bills we 
must pay. Online giving provides a more consistent, 
even cash flow that assures us we can keep those bills 
paid on time.

Several families in the congregation have already 
enrolled in online giving. They report it was simple 
and easy to do! See for yourself. Easy instructions are 
included on page 6.

Why Give Online?

Coming Soon ... Giving via Texting!
(What will they think of next?!)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REDECORATING UPDATE!
A good deal of the painting has been done in the 
Kuck Lounge! (Thank you again to the mystery crew 
that does such an awesome job and won’t let us 
photograph and recognize them by name!) 

It is exciting to see the vision for the space begin 
to take shape. But we still need many of the major 
furnishings. We are hoping to have SEATING of 
different heights (some on soft chairs/sofas ... the dark 
brown leather-look pieces which we would like to get 
more of!) plus wood chairs and tables at regular table 
height and bistro type tables and chairs at that height 
plus a few pub height tables and bar height stools. This 
will accommodate the largest number of people with 
comfort for all at varying heights.

We are very aware that there is not nearly enough 
seating currently and that we have people standing 
during coffee hour. In addition to freshening up the 
space with a new look, we are also adding additional 
seating to address this problem. Can you help?

We still have many items on our WISH LIST. If we can 
find these items in excellent used condition, that would 
be ideal. Otherwise, perhaps you would be willing to 
contribute for the purchase of some of these items. We 
are looking for: 

• Dark chocolate brown leather or leather-look 
chairs, couches, loveseats, ottomans, storage 
benches.  (Must be in excellent condition)
(Looking for more modular modern shapes).

• Wooden pub tables (the high ones, square or 
round).

• Sturdy wooden square or rectangular tables 
(normal chair height).

• Wooden chairs, sturdy and in good condition, or 
chairs or stools that are a combination of wood/
metal/leather-look materials.

• Metal bistro or patio sets (can be cast iron or 

HALL OF HISTORY
The next time you’re at church, take a walk down the hall by the offices and check out our “Hall of History.” You 
will now see, not only the framed images of the buildings and very early history of the church, but also more of 
the faces of the people that have made and are making the history of Saint Stephens! All of the images of the Saint 
Stephens pastors, past and present (except Rev. Carnes, and his image will be added soon) have been relocated to 
this hall. The “Children of Saint Stephens” ... images of those who originated from Saint Stephens and went on to 
fulfill the call of ministry (except for Rev. Holdorf, who will also soon be added to this display) ... have also been 
added to the hallway. 

The frames and matting on many of these images have begun to fall apart, so as a part of our redecorating efforts, 
all of the images we just moved will be reframed and matted so they can continue to grace our halls for many, 
many years to come. We hope to mat and frame them to match or coordinate with the other church history 
images already in this hall.

other metals). These will be repainted, so they 
don’t have to be perfect, but they need to be in 
good functional condition with minimal rust.

• Sturdy square or rectangular coffee tables, 
console or sofa tables, or side tables.

The photos can give you an IDEA of what we are 
looking for). If you find an item you would like to 
purchase to donate, please snap a photo of the item 
and contact Tina via her cell phone at 715.212.0767. 
This will help to ensure we have a cohesive look and 
that we don’t get too many of something!

Donations may be labeled “REDECORATING” and 
placed in the collection or mailed to the office.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Thank you to everyone who participated in the US 
Congregational Life Survey that we took last fall during 
the last few minutes of a Sunday morning service.  We 
realize that the survey was longer than anticipated 
and that many congregation members felt rushed to 
complete before the next service was scheduled to 
start. The results are in, and Council has spent time 
going through the data that was provided.  I don’t want 
to get too in-depth, but I will highlight some of the 
strengths and areas of improvement based on the data 
collected.

The survey took our answers to the questions and they 
were then grouped into a strength. There were 10 
strengths all together.  Our congregational scores were 
then compared to other congregations with 100-350 
people in worship, all UCC churches, and the national 
average for all participating congregations.  

Our greatest strength overall was Meaningful Worship.  
We scored in the 61st percentile, which was 8 
percentage points higher than the national average.  
The congregation experiences joy, inspiration, and 
God’s presence 82% of the time.  The council took this 
as a great strength because we are meeting individuals’ 
spiritual needs and people are enjoying church.  

Our second highest strength was Caring for Young 
People.  We scored in the 60th percentile, which was 
lower than the national average, but 9% higher than the 
UCC churches we were compared to.  

64% of people are satisfied with what is offered for 
children and youth, and 90% of individuals that worship 
here also have their children worshiping here.  

Some of the areas that we can improve upon are:  
looking to the future, sharing faith, and new members.  
The council feels that the “looking to the future” strength 
will be a benchmark for future years.  We received a 
36% in this strength, but we are excited for the future.  As 
we develop our vision and mission, we hope that these 
scores will continue to increase.  We scored a 20% in 
the Sharing Faith strength.  One third of members have 
asked a friend or relative to attend a worship service, 
and 15% feel at ease talking about their faith.  Only 11% 
of members began attending services within the last five 
years.  This is expected as a large number of individuals 
that attend our services have been attending for many 
years.  

Overall, we feel like the congregation and church are 
moving in the right direction.  We hope to increase 
communication, continue mission projects that are 
meaningful to the congregation, focus on community 
needs, and share our “wins”.  If you have any 
suggestions on ways to improve OUR church, please 
contact any of the council members.  

Jennifer Porath
Church Council President,
on behalf of the Saint Stephens UCC Church Council

THIS SUNDAY, May 29: Worship at 9:00 AM Only 
BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY AND NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  May 29

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

SUMMER IS COMING!
STARTING THIS WEEKEND ...

• We will only have ONE Sunday Worship Service at 9:00 AM.
• Summer office hours begin Tuesday, May 31, and go through Labor Day.  

Summer office hours are: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM 
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

• Wednesday Evening Worship will continue at 5:45 PM every Wednesday evening 
throughout the summer; however, there will NOT be a Bible Study during the summer 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MEMORIALS
Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement
 $100.00 in memory of Cora Will (May 26, 1994) from Fred Will 

Taco Tuesday Fund
 $100.00 in memory of Dorothy Rahlf from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

Memorial 
 $75.00 in memory of Betty Herdt for Mother’s Day from Wendel & Debbie Mathis, Brian & Terri Haufe 
  & Family, and Todd Herdt

Radio
 $190.00 in honor of our parents’ 60th wedding anniversary, Ron & JoAnn Vachavake, from their Family

Choir
 $10.00 in memory of Vernon Buntrock from Edgar & Nila Oestreich

1. Be sure the church office has your current email 
address in your record. This email address must match 
the one you wish to use for your online (electronic) 
giving in order for it to work.
2. Go to Access ACS using the following url:  
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/memberlogin.
aspx?sn=159398
3. Register as a new user. At the Account Sign Up 
screen, type in your E-mail address, First Name and 
Last Name and click Find Me. (Note: Sometimes 
entering your name can be trickier than it needs to 
be depending upon how you are identified in our 
database. The name has to match our database 
exactly. Call the office if you get stuck here.) 
4. If your information matches, you will get a message 
indicating you have successfully set up a member 
account. A user name and password will be e-mailed 
to the e-mail address that is on file for you. You will 
need to remember your user name, but don’t worry 
about trying to memorize the obscure password ACS 
provides because you will be required to change it the 
first time you log in.
5. Log back in with the user name and password 
provided. You will be prompted to change your 
password to something you can remember. The 
password you create should not contain your user 
name or e-mail, cannot include any of the following 
characters: < & > / \ ; % [space] ‘ “ and must contain 
both upper and lower case letters and two or more 

numbers. It must be over 8 characters long. REMEMBER 
this user name and password, as you will need it any 
time you log in. You may wish to Bookmark this page 
for easy reference.
6. Explore this page. You will see multiple hyperlinks 
that will allow you to edit or update your personal and 
family church records. We encourage you to keep all 
information current and correct. Take a look at what we 
have on file and update it as necessary.
7. In the Giving Summary section, click on the Online 
Giving Setup tab to go in and set up a one-time or 
recurring donation. You will need to enter in your bank 
account information or credit or debit card information. 
This is a secure website. No one at the church will ever 
have access to this information after you enter it here. 
If you would like to set up a scheduled or recurring 
transaction, you select whether you would like it 
weekly or monthly. You decide when it should start. 
You decide how much it will be. You choose which 
fund or category it will go into. If you want it to go 
into the general offering, choose “Weekly/Pledged” for 
the fund. If you want to give a memorial, choose the 
fund it should go into and you will be able to enter in 
the memorial information as you would like it to read. 
When you are finished, finalize your entries and it’s all 
done.
8. Any time you wish, you can look at your online giving 
history now without waiting for a contribution statement 
to arrive in the mail! Fast and easy!

How To Set Up Your Online Giving

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
Our mission trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, is coming up quickly! The trip 
will be July 23-30, 2016, and you are invited to get 
involved! If you would like to join Rev. Carnes and the 
six others who will be taking this trip for an incredible 
life-changing experience, call the church office to 
express your interest! Mission trip participants will be 
responsible for their own travel and other expenses. For 
more information, please contact Rev. Carnes directly, 
and keep watching the Interpreter for updates as more 
details emerge.

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBERS!
One of the biggest problems we are having in the office 
is contacting YOU by phone! If you discontinued your 
land line and went to a cell phone in the last several 
years and did not tell us, we don’t have any way to 
call you. We’ve been running into this a LOT lately! 
So please contact the church office to make sure we 
have your current and correct telephone numbers if 
you have only a cell phone in particular

COMMUNITY COMES TO CHURCH
Do you know the many ways our church building is 
used? Our church building is a hub of activity and 
is used by many groups and organizations, bringing 
the community into our church building. What a 
wonderful blessing that is! Stay tuned for highlights 
and information about all the great things happening!

GET YOUR EXERCISE!
Did you know that you can come to church to exercise? 
There are currently three different activities focusing 
on staying active and getting physically fit that happen 
here. All three are opportunities for both members and 
non-members alike, and they truly are great examples 
of Community Coming to Church.
There is the PALS program that promotes retirees 
getting and staying physically active. This program is 
a community event, and this is the second time the 
program has been offered here at Saint Stephens. 
On Tuesdays at 6:00 PM Zumba is working up a sweat 
in the Fellowship Hall.
And on Mondays and Thursdays (currently at 5:00 PM, 
although the time fluctuates with the seasons), you can 
join Aerobics and get fit to music (mostly) from the 
80’s!

We are blessed with an awesome space here in this 
place. What a joy to be able to share it with the people  
and community around us!

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 13, from 
9:00 AM to NOON to help us “Fill the Gazebo” at 
the Gazebo at Normal Park. Nonperishable food and 
personal care items and monetary donations will be 
accepted, with all donations divided between Merrill’s 
three food pantries and the Food for Kids program. 
This will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

CAN YOU HELP?
We need a couple of volunteers with a truck or trailer 
who can help pick up furniture items for the church as 
they are acquired. Can you help? Please call Tina in 
the office. 715.536.7322

The Office will be Closed this  
Monday, May 30,  

in honor of Memorial Day.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


May 25, 2016
Page 8THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

YOUTH 
NEWS!

No Youth Group this weekend! Enjoy your long 
weekend with your family! Be safe & Be Blessed!

BLESSING CLOSET 
NEEDS DONATIONS
The Youth Group is 
transitioning from Blessing 
Bags to the Blessing Closet. 
We continue to welcome 
donations of gently used 

shoes and clothing in all sizes but particularly children’s 
sizes, hangers, socks, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, 
etc. Thank you for your generosity in helping the youth 
with this amazing project! 
Donations can be placed where the food pantry bags 
are dropped off in the entry area. Please mark any 
bags of smaller items with the words “Blessing Closet 
Donation” so we do not get them confused with Food 
Pantry donations. Again, thank you for your love and 
support in this brand new ministry.

- Shelly Burnett

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

OUR CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!
At long last, the church directories have arrived! Stop 
in the office to pick up your copy. Copies will also be 
available after worship in the lounge.

VBS Registration Forms are available in the 
office or send an email to: interpreter@
ststephensucc.com if you would like one 
emailed to you.

At 5 PM Monday

Beef Stew 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
Please join us in welcoming all of our New Members  
to Saint Stephens this Sunday, May 29!  
WE ARE HAPPY TO HAVE YOU HERE!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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LET’S LEARN TO FLY ... TOGETHER

It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it would 
be a jolly sight harder for it to learn to fly while 
remaining an egg. We are like eggs at present. And 
you cannot go on indefinitely being just an ordinary, 
decent egg. We must be hatched or go bad. 
   - C. S. Lewis

I came across this quote recently, and it really resonated 
with me. Change can often be really hard. We like things 
to be the same, to stay constant, to be predictable. But 
life really isn’t. Predictable, that is. We are all in the 
process of either dying or growing. Both are still change. 
We do not remain the same.

I like to think this church, with all of the exciting things 

that are happening here, is a church that is on the 
cusp of something big! But that does require change. 

In order to prepare for that something big, and then 
to embrace it, we need to be open to that. Some 
days will admittedly be harder than others. Some 
changes will be easier than others. But change we 
must if we are to grow ... and to fly!

Saint Stephens is such a positive influence in this 
community, and is poised to grow in ways the 
forefathers may never have imagined. Look how far 
it’s come! If you really look at the path Saint Stephens 
has followed since its inception in 1883, it has been 
all about change. The church started because some 
brothers weren’t content with the way things were, 
and they started a new church built on grace. Then 
it evolved ... with the needs of community and the 
congregation and the changing times. And so, too, 
Saint Stephens continues to evolve. 

I am so excited for all that the future has to bring! 
Won’t you join in and be a part of that positivity and 
excitement? It’s contagious, you know!

Whether it’s changes in the weather or in life, our 
outlook is always the key to whether those changes 
will be a negative or positive experience for each of 
us personally. I don’t know about you, but I’m ready 
to embrace the positive and learn how to fly!
             - Tina L. Scott

WANTED:  We are looking for a few rather odd items 
for a project. Please call Tina in the office if you have 
any of the following you can donate:
• Rusty barbed wire
• Ornate metal crosses (that could hang on a wall
• Succulent plants (Not cactus)

CARPENTER NEEDED for a few small carpentry 
projects. Call the office for more info. 

For just as the body without the spirit is dead, 
so faith without works is also dead.
       - James 2:26

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Out of the Mouths of Babes

“Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have 
founded a bulwark because of your foes, to silence the 
enemy and the avenger.” - Psalm 8:2

In our family “out of the mouths of babes” was 
proverbial, expressed when any wisdom or insight, even 
unintentional, came from one of the youngest members. 
Here’s an example: A married couple, bickering in the 
kitchen, was astonished when their young child walked 
in on them and said, “You should get counseling.” Out 
of the mouths of babes.  

When my own children were very young our mealtime 
often had the feeling of a manic improvisational comedy 
troupe. Beverages were spilled with alarming regularity. 
One time my son turned to his little sister, and asked, 

“How do you know everything?” She quickly answered, 
“I don’t know!” Out of the mouths of babes.  

Psalm 8 asserts the dignity of humanity before the 
glorious majesty of the Creator. If even babes and infants 
praise God then there must be something intrinsic in 
our humanity that recognizes that the Creator is worthy 
of praise.  

In one of Isaac Watts’ great hymns he nods at this innate 
capacity for praise in this verse:  

“People and realms of every tongue
dwell on his love with sweetest song;
and infant voices shall proclaim
their early blessings on his Name.”  

Jesus tells us that we should be as little children to enter 
the kingdom of heaven. So perhaps we don’t need to 
know everything to know enough to praise God.

Prayer 

O God, our God, how majestic is your name in all the 
earth! You have made us and love us. Let our mouths 
be filled with praise before your great glory. Amen.

By Richard L. Floyd

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY

This Sunday at 9:00 AM we will celebrate Baccalaureate 
Sunday, and all graduating high school seniors should 
plan to attend and sit up front with their graduating 
class. Please wear your cap and gown! 

College graduates are also invited to attend. College 
students who have applied for the Staats Memorial 
Scholarship are also encouraged to be in attendance.

Faith Award Certificates will be presented and Staats 
Memorial Scholarship recipients for the 2016-2017 
academic year will be announced. 

FIRST GAME A WIN ... SECOND GAME SUNDAY
Saint Stephens Fast Pitch Softball Team celebrated 
another victory last weekend. Final score:  Saint 
Stephens 14 over Immanuel 10.

No game this weekend (Memorial Day weekend). 

Next game is Sunday, June 5, at 3:00 PM on the ball 
diamond at St. John’s. Saint Stephens will play St. 
Paul’s Irma, Team 2.  Come on out and cheer on the 
team! 

Please write the amount of your donations on the 
front of your giving envelope.  It helps the counters a 
LOT!  Thank you!
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SOUND SYSTEM VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We need a volunteer to help manage the sound system 
during worship and other special events. No experience 
necessary ... we’ll train you! This is an important 
ministry position to help keep the sound as consistent 
as possible. We need YOU! Just call the church office at 
715.536.7322 to let us know you’re interested.

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members are? 
This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes
If you need to reach a member of the Church Council 
and do not have their contact information, please 
contact the church office, and we will be happy to share 
their telephone number or email address, whichever 
you prefer.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

July 17, 31 
August 14, 21, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

July 24, 31 
August 7, 14, 21

Coffee Hour 
June 5, 12, 19, 26 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

PASTORAL CARE TELEPHONE NUMBER
Your pastors want you to be able to be in touch with us, 
when life happens, when you or someone you know 
or love needs pastoral care. Through the wonders of 
Google, and their program, Google Voice, we now 
have one phone number that will ring at either of our 
phone numbers and the church office. This is the 
newest and most accessible way to get ahold of one 
of us when you need us the most. Please call this new 
number, 715.575.3191, when you have a pastoral care 
concern or emergency. Feel free to use it 24/7. Your 
pastors will take turns being on call. (Note: This is not a 
general way to get ahold of the pastors or a complaint 
hotline. It should be used only for pastoral care needs, 
such as someone going into the hospital or the death 
of a loved one or anything that is happening in your 
life where you feel like you need pastoral care.)

We want to be there for you when life happens. Please 
call us and we will always do our best to be there for 
you.

- Rev. Kyle Carnes and Rev. Missy Holdorf

Be the change you want to see in the world.    
              - Mahatma Gandhi

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be 
called children of God. - Matthew 5:9
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SUNDAY, MAY 29:  BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY, NEW MEMBER SUNDAY

Worship at 9:00 AM Only--Rev. Carnes will be preaching.
“A Thing Called Church”

Galatians 1:1-12

Worship music is provided by Darlene Johnson and Ian Schuetze.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the New Member Welcome Team.
Radio Ministry is in memory of husband, Roland, and daughter, Dawn, from 

Marjorie Williams. 
Altar flowers are in honor of my granddaughter, Nicole Seidler, on her graduation 
from high school on May 27 - Merrill High School Class of 2016 - Love Grandma 

Ruth Buck.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 30 
MEMORIAL DAY

 OFFICE CLOSED 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, MAY 31 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts

 WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship (No Bible Study) 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, JUNE 2
 9:00 PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, JUNE 3 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
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Don’t forget to pick up your Food Pantry Bag 
this Sunday! Next Sunday, June 5, is Food Pantry 
Sunday!

Going to be out and about and gone a lot this 
summer? Sign up for electronic giving! It’s super 
easy. Just call Tina in the office to learn how!
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