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Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

WISDOM . . . 
Recently I have been doing a bunch of study about wisdom. I ran across 
a text in the book of James that sparked some energy within me. James 
3:13-4:3 speaks of two very different kinds of wisdom. The two very 
different kinds of wisdom that I speak of are God’s wisdom and the 
world’s wisdom.  
As many of you know my daughter Maggie had the lead as Dorothy in 
the high school production of The Wiz. The Wiz is an updated version 
of a classic Rodgers and Hammerstein musical of the classic fairy-tale, 

“The Wizard of Oz”. 
There are many theological themes in the show. The one that speaks to 
me of late is found toward the end of the musical where Dorothy and 
her friends the Lion, the Scarecrow, and the Tin Man travel back to Oz 
to let them know that Dorothy indeed killed the Wicked Witch of the 
West as the great wizard requested and now they expect him to make 
good on his promises and wisdom and grant their wishes, of a heart, 
courage, a brain and of course a trip home for Dorothy.    
Well the all-powerful magnificent Wiz says he will not grant wishes. 
Just then Toto, Dorothy’s dog pulls back the curtain revealing that 
the magnificent wizard is nothing more than a man who had faked 
wisdom. Not unlike Toto, the author of the book of James explanation 
on wisdom pulls back the curtain on the world’s wisdom and exposes 
it for what it really is, earthly wisdom, which is far different than God’s 
wisdom. 
The James text states, “Who is wise and understanding among you? 
Show by your good life that your works are done with gentleness born 
of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not 
come down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual...”
Folks, this week our text introduces us to the source of all this wisdom, 
Lady Wisdom. I was reminded by a reflection from Kathryn M. Matthews 
that, as we remember this powerful Old Testament figure, we remember 
that the Hebrew Scriptures were the only “Bible” that Jesus and the first 
Christians read.  By exploring this figure we might just find the depth 
of meaning of wisdom from our ancestors of faith and we might just 
learn a thing or two for our lives as well.  Let’s chat a bit more about 
this Sunday.   
See you in Church!

Missy
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WEBSITE NEWS!
The website is coming! And soon! Tina has been 
working on the new content and redesign and will let 
everyone know as soon as it goes “live” so you can 
check it out! The new website will contain news and 
updates, issues of the Interpreter, audio files of sermons, 
our calendar of events, and much more. And, it will 
continue to evolve as we move forward in this year of 
exciting change! Stay tuned for the unveiling of the new 
site in the coming weeks!

NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
A few months ago I wrote in the Interpreter about a 
leadership program put on by the Pension Boards of 
our denomination in which I’ve had the privilege to 
participate. This week I will be traveling for my last 
continuing education event with this program. In 
the coming years, I will be given the opportunity to 
present my own ideas for continuing education and 
will receive funding for it.

The content of this trip will be a little different than 
my previous conferences and trainings. In the past, 
everything has been very specifically church related, 
and most specifically related to church leadership. 
This Thursday I will be traveling to San Mateo, 
California to learn about “human-centered design.” 
I’ll be attending an event called “Maker Faire.” Check 
it out online at www.makerfaire.com. When you go 
online, you’ll see that they call it the world’s largest, 

“show and tell”. That might seem like a strange thing 
for a group of clergy to attend. But the event is based 
on this “human-centered design” and the basic idea 
is to create new innovations that come from the 
needs of a specific group of people. While I don’t 
know much about it yet, that principle sounds to 
me like something the church needs more of and is 
something we already do when we’re at our best.

The church starts with people, ends with people, and 
hopefully has people at the center of everything we 
do. We want to meet people’s needs - our needs and 
the needs of our community. I’m looking forward to 
learning about this new way of thinking and can’t 
wait to get back to share it with all of you. I will be 
out of the office May 19 - 26. Rev. Missy will be 
leading worship, be present for pastoral care needs, 
and in general, is the boss when I’m away. Friends, 
it’s continuing education events like this that help 
me be a better pastor so that we can do church 
even better together. Thank you for allowing me this 
space to be away to learn and grow. We are all the 
better for it. See you Memorial Day weekend for 
Baccalaureate Sunday when we honor our graduates 
and scholarship recipients. And we will welcome 
new members that day as well! 

Blessings, 

Kyle MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more 
from:  Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - 

Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

CAN YOU HELP?

Are you a creative soul? An avid fan of Pinterest? 
Maybe a little bit crafty? We need YOU!

As a part of our redecorating efforts, we need to 
call upon some of YOUR time and talents. We need 
people who can help with projects. Do you possess 
any of the following skills/talents, and can you offer 
your help? 

• Wallpaper removal
• Painting
• Refinishing/refurbishing some furniture pieces

If you can help, call Tina in the office! 715.536.7322

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Music Notes 
 & News

from Shelly 

MANY THANKS!!  It is hard to believe my time at St. 
Stephens as interim choir director is coming to a close.  
As the choir sings under my direction this coming 
Sunday one final time before the summer break begins, 
I just want to say that I have thoroughly enjoyed being 
at St. Stephens.  This group of men and women have 
been warm, welcoming, open, and have been just 
wonderful at putting up with my crazy choral warm-
ups, ideas, and choral selections.  I will truly miss them.  
That being said, just because I will no longer be at St. 
Stephens doesn’t mean that the worship music can’t 
go on!  Please help me do as much as I can before I go 
(and make me look good!)--sign up for special music 
this summer.  We have lots of dates left in July and 
August.  Of course, if you have any questions, I can be 
reached at the church office M-F, 8 AM to Noon or at 
my church e-mail address: shelly@ststephensucc.net.  
May the God of mercy and grace bless all of you and 
keep you in His loving care.

Welcome Jordan James Natzke! Jordan was welcomed 
into Saint Stephens through the waters of baptism last 
Sunday, May 15, at the 9:00 AM service. He is the 
son of Bryant & Kristin Natzke! Sponsors are Danielle 
Hilbert and Ryan Matthiae. What a joyful celebration!

Thank you to all of the congregation members who 
have been taking part in our Scrip program! Whether 
you buy every now and again or every week, every 
little bit helps. This program is an amazing resource 
because there is no additional cost to the church or 
congregation members to participate. Because you 
have been so faithful in participating, and because 
of the faithfulness of our Scrip volunteers, there is 
$2,000 of earnings that will be added to the church’s 
general fund.

Thank you for the efforts of everyone involved. You 
are making a difference!

Jennifer Porath
Church Council President

St. Stephens Scrip
NEWS

RELAY FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER
A complete Spaghetti Dinner will be served here at 
Saint Stephens in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, June 
7. Seating will begin at 4:45 PM with the meal served 
cafeteria style at 5:30 PM. Come and enjoy spaghetti 
& meatballs, garlic bread, salad, hot vegetable, dessert, 
and beverage for a minimum donation of $8. Pre-
dinner piano selections will be presented by Marlene 
Krueger. Reservations requested (though not required). 
Please call 715.536.5483.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REDECORATING OUR INTERIOR SPACES
We are in the process of REDECORATING! We are 
looking for a number of items and figured since many 
of you may be spring cleaning or hitting the garage 
sales, this would be a great time to put our WISH LIST 
out there in front of you!  We are hoping some of you 
will have or find and be willing to donate some of the 
following:

• Long wooden dressers or buffets (this is for a 
project or two, so they don’t have to be perfect-
even a broken drawer or two will work, but any 
veneers should be intact and no formica).

• Dark chocolate brown leather or leather-look 
chairs, couches, loveseats, ottomans, storage 
benches.  (Must be in excellent condition)
(Looking for more modular modern shapes).

• Wooden pub tables (the high ones, square or 
round).

• Sturdy wooden square or rectangular tables 
(normal chair height).

• Wooden chairs, sturdy and in good condition, or 
chairs or stools that are a combination of wood/
metal/leather-look materials.

• Metal bistro or patio sets (can be cast iron or 
other metals). These will be repainted, so they 
don’t have to be perfect, but they need to be in 
good functional condition with minimal rust.

• Sturdy square or rectangular coffee tables, 
console or sofa tables, or side tables.

We are including a number of photos to give you an 
IDEA of what we are looking for (on the right).

(Please contact Tina with a photo of items to see if 
they will be a good fit for this project before donating.  
Thank you!)  Feel free to put her cell number in your 
phone, and you can always snap a photo of something 
and send it to her if you are out and about making the 
rounds at garage sales ... 715.212.0767 This will also 
help ensure we don’t get too many of something!

P.S.  We will also accept monetary donations to help 
in the redecorating project. Just mark the donation 
REDECORATING.

HALL OF HISTORY
The next time you’re at church, take a walk down the 
hall by the offices and check out our “Hall of History.” 
You will now see, not only the framed images of the 
buildings and very early history of the church, but also 
more of the faces of the people that have made and 
are making the history of Saint Stephens! All of the 
images of the Saint Stephens pastors, past and present 
(except Rev. Carnes, and his image will be added soon) 
have been relocated to this hall. The “Children of Saint 
Stephens” ... images of those who originated from 
Saint Stephens and went on to fulfill the call of ministry 
(except for Rev. Holdorf, who will also soon be added 
to this disply) ... have also been added to the hallway. 

The frames and matting on many of these images have 
begun to fall apart, so as a part of our redecorating 
efforts, all of the images we just moved will be reframed 
and matted so they can continue to grace our halls for 
many, many years to come. We hope to mat and frame 
them to match or coordinate with the other church 
history images already in this hall.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FREE CLINIC
St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic has a mission to provide 
basic healthcare services for people age 18+ in 
Lincoln County to those that qualify. You are eligible 
to be seen if you do not have health insurance, are 
underinsured, or you have insurance but cannot afford 
the high deductible. You are not eligible if you have 
adequate insurance, you have Medicaid or Medicare, 
or if you receive veteran’s medical assistance. No 
appointment needed. Arrive between 5:00 PM - 6:00 
PM on Thursday evenings to register. We are located at 
1004 E. Main Street in Merrill between the St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store and NAPA. Look for the red door! 
Questions? Call 715.539.9566 on Thursday nights or 
715.539.2666 during the day Monday through Friday.

Online giving is now available at St. Stephens! There 
are LOTS of great reasons to give electronically, and 
here are just five benefits you’ll like! Give it a try!  

1. When you give online via our new e-giving system, 
your payment gets electronically transferred from 
your bank account into the church bank account. 
Counters don’t have to count and process it. No 
waiting for the mail to bring a check. It’s the fastest 
and most hassle-free way to go!

2. You can use your debit or credit card, and if you 
have one of those credit cards where you earn 
reward points based on what you spend, you 
could be earning free miles ... or whatever your 
credit card company is promoting with reward 
points.

3. You can see your profile in our system and update 
your information any time it changes, AND you 
can print out a current contribution statement 
whenever you want.

4. You never have to worry about remembering (or 
forgetting) cash or your checkbook or your church 
envelopes again.

5. Tithing is simple and easy. Just set it up and forget 
it. It can be an automatic deduction like any other. 

If you would like to learn more about e-giving or get set 
up to give electronically, just call the church office to 
talk to Tina. 715.536.7322

5 Benefits to Online 
Giving

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
Mark your calendar for Saturday, August 13, from 
9:00 AM to NOON to help us “Fill the Gazebo” at 
the Gazebo at Normal Park. Nonperishable food and 
personal care items and monetary donations will be 
accepted, with all donations divided between Merrill’s 
three food pantries and the Food for Kids program. 
This will be our fourth Fill the Gazebo event!

Bring: Your Aluminum Cans
Where: To St. Stephens 

Drop off by the office door or in back of the office
When: Anytime!

Why: St. Stephens will recycle cans for cash

RECYCLE WITH ST. STEPHENS

Today we are reminded that Christ’s saving work on 
earth continues through his disciples ... and now 
through us. When we give to the poor, God indeed 
pours his love, peace, and joy into our hearts, into our 
lives, and into the hearts of those who are in need. 
God bless you for your prayer support to the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul.

- Society of St. Vincent de Paul Outreach

The proverbs of Solomon:  A wise son brings 
joy to his father, but a foolish son brings 
grief to his mother.               - Proverbs 10:1

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, May 22: Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY AND NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  May 29
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 In Memory of Robert Storm from Dick & Darlene Bettin
 $50.00 In Memory of Robert Storm, friend and classmate, from Barb & George Dintelman

Memorials:
 $10.00 in memory of Dorothy Ralph from Lenore Ehlert
 $50.00 in loving memory of my husband, Frank, on our May 18 wedding anniversary from Shirley Ziemke 
 $140.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter from Family and Friends
 $20.00 in memory of our mother on Mother’s Day from Donald & Mary Ann Forster
 $10.00 in memory of our mother, Helen Hoff, from Lissette Frick
 $15.00 in memory of Robert Storm from Roland & Melita Hall
 $50.00 in memory of Robert Storm, friend and classmate, from Barb & George Dintelman
 $20.00 in honor of Harriet Henrich 90th birthday from Bob & Eppie Gruling

Organ Fund:
 $100.00 in memory of Bob Storm from Bill & Charmaine Storm

Taco Tuesday Fund:
 $100.00 in memory of Dorothy Ralph from Ewald & Marilyn Katke

Radio Ministry:
 $190.00 in memory of grandparents Selma & George Henrich from Holly & Lynn Henrich
 $190.00 in memory of George & Gerald Henrich from the Prairie River Gang
 $190.00 in memory of Art and Phil Schaefer from the Prairie River Gang.

SUMMER IS COMING!
SUMMER HOURS BEGIN MAY 31
Summer office hours begin Tuesday, May 31, and 
go through Labor Day. Summer office hours are:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
NOTE:  Wednesday Evening Worship will continue at 5:45 PM 
every Wednesday evening throughout the summer; however, 
there will NOT be a Bible Study during the summer months.

MAY 29 
ONE WORSHIP 
SERVICE BEGINS

9 AM ONLY
(This is next week Sunday.)

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
Our mission trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, is coming up quickly! The trip 
will be July 23-30, 2016, and you are invited to get 
involved! If you would like to join Rev. Carnes and the 
six others who will be taking this trip for an incredible 
life-changing experience, call the church office to 
express your interest! Mission trip participants will be 
responsible for their own travel and other expenses. 
For more information, please contact Rev. Carnes 
directly, and keep watching the Interpreter for updates 
as more details emerge.

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR PHONE NUMBERS!
One of the biggest problems we are having in the office 
is contacting YOU by phone! If you discontinued your 
land line and went to a cell phone in the last several 
years and did not tell us, we don’t have any way to 
call you. We’ve been running into this a LOT lately! 
So please contact the church office to make sure we 
have your current and correct telephone numbers if 
you have only a cell phone in particular

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK: SUMMER MISSION

“Food for Kids” Picnic in the Park is one of the on-
going mission services in our Merrill Community. Saint 
Stephens’ volunteers provide “Taco Tuesdays” for the 
kids in the park every week June 13 through August 26.

Would you like to be a part of one of our teams? Each 
team is made up of four members, and youth are 
welcome to help! Each team usually serves one or two  
times during the three-month period. If you would like 
to get involved, call Carol Weber at 715.453.7435. 

It costs approximately $1,100 to fund this mission, 
and your help in supporting this local mission is truly 
appreciated! Already we have been receiving donations 
of cash and Scrip cards. Thank you! Donations may be 
dropped off at the church office, mailed to the office, 
or placed in one of three jars labeled “FOOD FOR 
KIDS” that we will have in the Narthex and on the 
Scrip table on Sunday mornings. Cash donations will 
be used to purchase Scrip cards which will be used to 
purchase the items needed. 

New to Saint Stephens? Thinking of joining our 
congregation? We are starting something brand new: 
Gatherings for new members to get to know others 
and learn more about St. Stephens, the UCC, and all 
that is happening here in this place! While two of the 
three scheduled gatherings were recently held, we are 
still open to receiving new members at our third and 
final gathering prior to New Member Sunday. If you 
are new or interested in joining Saint Stephens, plan to 
gather with us! On Wednesday, May 18, we will begin 
by worshipping together at 5:45 PM and then meet 
for coffee and dessert afterward. If you or someone 
you know is new, you/they are invited to join us! New 
Member Sunday is May 29. Know a frequent visitor? 
Invite them to talk with us!

JOINING SAINT STEPHENS?

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
New Member Sunday has been changed. It will NOT 
be this Sunday as previously announced, but has been 
moved to Sunday, May 29, and will be combined with 
Baccalaureate Sunday. This change will enable more of 
our new member families to attend!

COMMUNITY COMES TO CHURCH
Do you know the many ways our church building is 
used? Our church building is a hub of activity and 
is used by many groups and organizations, bringing 
the community into our church building. What a 
wonderful blessing that is! Stay tuned for highlights and 
information about all the great things happening!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH 
NEWS!

Youth Group will meet from 10:00 AM to Noon this 
Sunday, May 22, in the Youth Room. Miss Shelly hopes 
to see you there! Reminder: There is no Youth Group 
on Memorial Day Weekend.

BLESSING CLOSET 
NEEDS DONATIONS
The Youth Group is 
transitioning from Blessing 
Bags to the Blessing 
Closet. Due to generous 
friends and church family, 

we are able to assist more and more people each week. 
There are clothes (socks are a big hit), personal items 
(toothpaste, deodorant, razors, etc.), and this week we 
added some snack foods and water. We welcome all 
donations, but this week we are looking specifically 
for shoes, hangers, and gently used, clean children’s 
clothing to round out our selection. If you haven’t seen 
the closet space in the fellowship hall, we invite you to 
visit. It is open to all, whether it is a need or a want. No 
questions asked. A great big thanks to the youth who 
have helped keep the space organized and stocked.  
Donations can be placed where the food pantry bags 
are dropped off in the entry area. Thank you for your 
love and support in this brand new ministry.

- Shelly Burnett

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

Registration Coming Soon!

SPRING CLEANING?
It’s that time of year, but this year when you do your 
spring cleaning, keep Saint Stephens in mind. We can 
help you find good homes for lots of things you may 
not longer need! For instance, if you have yarn you 
aren’t using, the Prayer Shawl Ministry can put that 
to good use knitting and crocheting prayer shawls. If 
you have clean, gently used clothing or shoes of any 
kind, the Youth Group’s new Blessing Closet would 
be happy to accept them! If you over purchased on 
groceries and those grocery items are non-perishable 
and not past their expiration dates, bring them for our 
Food Pantry donations. Have furnishings you no longer 
need? Contact Tina in the church office and send her 
a photo of what you have ... perhaps we can use it in 
the redecorating efforts going on in the building or in 
our Youth Room. Waste not, want not! And if we don’t 
have any use for what you have here at Saint Stephens, 
take your donations to St. Vincent de Paul where they 
will use them to help others in our community!

VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The visitation team will meet 
at church on Tuesday, May 24, 
at 6:30 PM. Please contact Rev. 
Missy if you have any questions.

The May Pine Crest worship service will be held at 
2:00 PM on Thursday, May 26. Members scheduled 
to assist residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda 
Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Missy Holdorf will 
lead the worship service, and Darlene Johnson is the 
pianist.

At 5 PM Monday

Creamed Chicken over Biscuits 
Kernel Corn, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OUR CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!
At long last, the church directories have arrived! Stop 
in the office to pick up your copy. Copies will also be 
available after worship.

LET’S LEARN TO FLY ... TOGETHER

It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird: it would 
be a jolly sight harder for it to learn to fly while 
remaining an egg. We are like eggs at present. And 
you cannot go on indefinitely being just an ordinary, 
decent egg. We must be hatched or go bad. 
   - C. S. Lewis

I came across this quote recently, and it really resonated 
with me. Change can often be really hard. We like things 
to be the same, to stay constant, to be predictable. But 
life really isn’t. Predictable, that is. We are all in the 
process of either dying or growing. Both are still change. 
We do not remain the same.

I like to think this church, with all of the exciting things 
that are happening here, is a church that is on the cusp 
of something big! But that does require change. 

In order to prepare for that something big, and then 
to embrace it, we need to be open to that. Some 
days will admittedly be harder than others. Some 
changes will be easier than others. But change we 
must if we are to grow ... and to fly!

Saint Stephens is such a positive influence in this 
community, and is poised to grow in ways the 
forefathers may never have imagined. Look how far 
it’s come! If you really look at the path Saint Stephens 
has followed since its inception in 1883, it has been 
all about change. The church started because some 
brothers weren’t content with the way things were, 
and they started a new church built on grace. Then 
it evolved ... with the needs of community and the 
congregation and the changing times. And so, too, 
Saint Stephens continues to evolve. 

I am so excited for all that the future has to bring! 
Won’t you join in and be a part of that positivity and 
excitement? It’s contagious, you know!

Whether it’s changes in the weather or in life, our 
outlook is always the key to whether those changes 
will be a negative or positive experience for each of 
us personally. I don’t know about you, but I’m ready 
to embrace the positive and learn how to fly!
             - Tina L. Scott

Use your Smile  
to change the World
Don’t let the World  
change your Smile

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Interventionist God

““All the creatures look expectantly to you 
    to give them their meals on time. 
You come, and they gather around; 
    you open your hand and they eat from it. 
If you turned your back, 
    they’d die in a minute 
—Take back your Spirit and they die.”” - Psalm 104

Last week I watched a mother, a friend of mine, 
shovel earth onto her 8-year-old’s grave. He died 
from complications after contracting the flu, strep and 
pneumonia all at the same time. He was the light of his 
parents’ and brothers’ life, and now his light has gone 
out of the world. His family, who are atheists, in fact 
believes his light has gone out forever. The week before 
that I met a man, an ebullient self-made immigrant 
with a successful business, who told me that God had 
allowed me to survive cancer because He (sic) had 
important plans for me. God had selected me, from 
among the many other people who contract cancer 
every year, to live. 

The relative power of God to intervene in the 
happenings of our world is perhaps one of the most 
unresolved tenets of progressive Christianity. We all 
want to believe in God’s interested involvement in our 
lives. And yet we can’t believe that God interferes on 
behalf of some (especially, as it often plays: white, abled 
and Christian) while permitting others to go broke, get 
sick, lose children and/or die themselves. 

How can we have it both ways? How can we believe 
in a God who answers prayer, while not believing in a 
God who takes sides and picks favorites? 

I don’t have an easy answer for this, except that I do 
believe God is with us and very much at work. What 
I often tell people (with a secular translation for my 
atheist friends) is that God doesn’t send the catastrophe, 
but God sure will use it, to strengthen, reveal, transform, 
or heal. Sometimes what the healing God sends is, in 
fact, death—which is not the end. And sometimes, it’s 
a life we never imagined would be ours—different, and 
often better, than the one we were living.

Prayer 

God-With-Us, interfere in our lives as You will, and not 
as we will—trusting that Your goodness undergirds it 
all. Amen.

By Molly Baskette
Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY

All graduating high school seniors should plan to 
attend our Baccalaureate Sunday (May 29 at 9:00 
AM) and sit up front with their graduating class. Please 
wear your cap and gown! 

College graduates are also invited to attend. College 
students who have applied for the Staats Memorial 
Scholarship are also encouraged to be in attendance.

Faith Award Certificates will be presented and Staats 
Memorial Scholarship recipients for the 2016-2017 
academic year will be announced. 

Those who are generous are blessed, for 
they share their bread with the poor.  
         - Proverbs 22:9

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SOUND SYSTEM VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We need a volunteer to help manage the sound system 
during worship and other special events. No experience 
necessary ... we’ll train you! This is an important 
ministry position to help keep the sound as consistent 
as possible. We need YOU! Just call the church office at 
715.536.7322 to let us know you’re interested.

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members are? 
This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes
If you need to reach a member of the Church Council 
and do not have their contact information, please 
contact the church office, and we will be happy to share 
their telephone number or email address, whichever 
you prefer.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 22 
June 26 

July 17, 31

Radio 
Call the Office 
July 10, 24, 31

Coffee Hour 
June 5, 12, 19, 26 

Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

FIRST GAME A WIN ... SECOND GAME SUNDAY
Saint Stephens Fast Pitch Softball Team celebrated a 
victory last weekend. St. Paul Irma Team 1 scored 5 
and Saint Stephens scored 14. 

They play Immanuel & St. Paul Hamburg this Sunday, 
May 22, at 3:00 PM on the ball diamond at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church. Come out and support our team in 
the Merrill Area Church Fast Pitch Softball League! The 
players love a crowd! If you’re interested in playing for 
our team, call Jerry Burnett at 715.536.6191.

PASTORAL CARE TELEPHONE NUMBER
Your pastors want you to be able to be in touch with us, 
when life happens, when you or someone you know 
or love needs pastoral care. Through the wonders of 
Google, and their program, Google Voice, we now 
have one phone number that will ring at either of our 
phone numbers and the church office. This is the 
newest and most accessible way to get ahold of one 
of us when you need us the most. Please call this new 
number, 715.575.3191, when you have a pastoral care 
concern or emergency. Feel free to use it 24/7. Your 
pastors will take turns being on call. (Note: This is not a 
general way to get ahold of the pastors or a complaint 
hotline. It should be used only for pastoral care needs, 
such as someone going into the hospital or the death 
of a loved one or anything that is happening in your 
life where you feel like you need pastoral care.)

We want to be there for you when life happens. Please 
call us and we will always do our best to be there for 
you.

- Rev. Kyle Carnes and Rev. Missy Holdorf

Don’t be afraid of change. You might lose 
something good, but you’ll gain something 
better.                  - Unknown

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, MAY 22:  

Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM--Rev. Holdorf will be preaching.
“Godly Wisdom”

Proverbs 8:1-4; James 3:13-4:3

Worship music is provided by Darlene Johnson, Marguerite Donnelly,
 and the Choir.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Chime Choir.
Radio Ministry is in loving memory of wife, Miriam Salefske, from Elgart. 

Altar flowers are unsponsored at the time of this printing.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 23

 9:00 PALS 
 5:00 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, MAY 24 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:30 Visitation/Caregivers

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 25 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, MAY 26
 9:00 PALS 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 5:00 Aerobics

FRIDAY, MAY 27 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
SUNDAY, MAY 29 
Baccalaureate Sunday 
New Member Sunday 
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P.S. A Few  

      More  

     Things!

Please write the amount of your 
donations on the front of your 
giving envelope.  It helps the 
counters a LOT!  Thank you!

Going to be out and about and gone a lot this 
summer? Sign up for electronic giving! It’s super 
easy. Just call Tina in the office to learn how!

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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