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THIS IS GOING TO SOUND RIDICULOUS
So, this Sunday, is Pentecost Sunday. Easter is now over and we are upon the celebration 
of Pentecost, the day the church acknowledges as its birthday. It’s a curious thing on one 
hand, it’s the day that our sacred text tells us that God sent the Holy Spirit to blow open the 
doors of the first disciple’s house with the rushing sound of a mighty wind and then it was 
like tongues of fire rested on each of their heads, AND they were given the ability to speak 
in many native languages of others who were gathered for the Festival of Weeks, which 
celebrated the early, or first harvest of the year. I know, it sounds ridiculous.

Pentecost literally means 50. It is the Greek and Latin name for the Jewish Festival of Weeks. 
It was a celebration of the early harvest, and in other traditions is was the commemoration 
of God giving Moses the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai which happened 49 days after 
the Exodus of Egypt. We celebrate Pentecost 50 days after Easter.

This might also sound a bit ridiculous, but I’ve come to think of Pentecost as the Christian 
holiday, that commemorates and reminds us that anything is possible. Not only because of 
the crazy story of the Holy Spirit coming rushing in causing normal people to do absurd/
impossible things, but also because the Spirit is uncontrollable and yet seems to affect people. 

We hear in Matthew’s gospel, “for mortals it is impossible, but for God, nothing shall be 
impossible.” I think the Holy Spirit is what brings that possibility. The Spirit doesn’t play by 
our rules. Even though Jesus certainly held the rules loosely, (healing and picking grain on 
the Sabbath for instance) his thing was to dance with the rules to make his point. The Holy 
Spirit on the other hand, just operates totally without any respect for the rules that we set up 
for ourselves and each other. The Holy Spirit is the form God takes when expectations need 
to be rewritten. The Holy Spirit is the form of God that at once causes fear and awe, and in 
the same swoop upends other fears we have. The Holy Spirit is that nudging presence, and 
it can be the wind that can knock you off your feet. I wonder if any of this resonates with 
your experience? 

The trick with the Holy Spirit is trying to figure out whether the Spirit is going to do whatever 
it wants, in spite of our ideas or plans. Or whether the Spirit’s work only happens when 
we’re paying attention and respond to its urging. Because so much of what God does is a 
mystery, I’m going to say it’s both. The Spirit will do what it will do, and yet, we can only 
benefit by tuning our senses into the Spirit’s movement. That is of course, if we trust that 
what the Spirit has for us is good and for our good. 

Peter defended the disciples honor when the Spirit came by saying, “these apostles are not 
drunk as you say, for it is only 9 o’clock in the morning.” Something crazy was happening, 
but they weren’t intoxicated. I wonder how willing we are to risk appearing crazy or not 
in our right mind, in order to follow where the Spirit might lead. Are we willing to risk 
what we know, to risk what is comfortable, to risk what has worked in the past, to risk our 
old consciousness of a new consciousness, to risk living outside the boundaries of family, 
friends, and town pressures, to experience something greater still? I know I fancy myself as 
always ready to risk these things, but I know the truth is that I’m not. Maybe together we 
can risk following the leadings of the Spirit, in ways that each of us alone would never dare 

Come, Holy Spirit, come, and let the craziness begin.

Kyle
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Music Notes 
 & News

from Shelly 

SEVERE WEATHER IN WISCONSIN
Severe thunderstorms, strong winds, and even tornados 
can wreak havoc on Wisconsin from this time of year 
right up into early fall. It’s a long season, and it’s easy to 
get complacent and not taking severe weather watches 
and warnings seriously. But remember, a WARNING 
for your area means to TAKE COVER. Does your family 
have an emergency plan? Does everyone know where 
to go and what to do to be safe? What if your children 
couldn’t reach you? Would they know what to do? Talk 
it through now and be prepared. 

HERE AT ST. STEPHENS
In the event of a tornado warning here at St. Stephens, 
all adults should go directly to the Fellowship Hall. If 
children are participating in activities at the church 
at that time (Sunday School, nursery, Scout meetings, 
youth group, etc.), all children and youth are to make 
their way to the Choir Room in the basement along 
with their adult caregivers, teachers, or chaperones. 
This direction is specifically given to avoid the chaos 
or panic that might ensue were parents to try to locate 
their children elsewhere in the building during such a 
time, and to ensure that all children are accounted for. 
It’s easy to brush off even a tornado warning since they 
have become fairly commonplace, but if you are in the 
church building and hear the tornado siren (next door) 
going off--and it’s NOT Wednesday at noon when they 
test the sirens--go immediately to the designated area. 

Last Sunday, we sang Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee. We 
all know the tune is from Beethoven’s 9th Symphony, 
but did you know that the words were written in 1907 
by Henry J. Van Dyke, a Presbyterian pastor? He was 
also a prolific writer, and one of his quotes we see 
often today is this:  “Use the talents you possess, for 
the woods would be very silent if no birds sang except 
the best.” A great quote as the summer months come 
even closer!  

You don’t have to be “perfect” or “the best” in order 
to share special music with the congregation at St. 
Stephens. All you need is a willing heart. Take the last 
phrase of the hymn Van Dyke wrote:  “Joyful music 
leads us Sunward in the triumph song of life.”  

Are you willing to help lead us Sunward? There is a 
sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge with 
many open dates for special music for the summer. 
Jump in and share your talent in a warm, open, and 
caring environment! If you have any questions, please 
let me know!                                          ~Shelly Bitner

WEBSITE NEWS!
Soon we will have a brand new website with an 
entirely fresh and exciting new look! Our website is 
undergoing a complete redesign. The new website 
will contain news and updates, issues of the Interpreter, 
audio files of sermons, our calendar of events, and 
much more. And, it will continue to evolve as we 
move forward in this year of exciting change! Stay 
tuned for the unveiling of the new site in the coming 
weeks!

SEVERE 
WEATHER 
PLANNING

NEED TO SPECIAL 
ORDER SCRIP? NO 
PROBLEM!

Place your order at 
the Scrip table on 
Sunday, and in most cases, your Scrip will be available 
for you to pick up in the church office on Thursday, or 
you can pick it up after services on Sunday. Easy peasy! 

So why aren’t YOU using Scrip? With a program this 
awesome earning FREE MONEY for our church, it just 
doesn’t get much better than this! Give it a try.

WANTED: A Few Good 
Painters! AND A Few Helpful 
Hands who would be willing 
to help take down some 
wallpaper!
If you can help, call Tina 
in the office. 715.536.7322 
We’re anxious to get the 
redecorating started!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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LET US ENTERTAIN YOU ...
With Scrip, that is! You already know about all the 
great restaurants that participate in the Scrip program, 
but did you know you can include a movie with your 
dinner and support Scrip that way, too? Whether you 
grab a video to go or head to the theatre for the total 
experience, use Scrip at one of these vendors to earn 
money for St. Stephens:

WAYS TO USE SCRIP YOU MAY NOT HAVE 
CONSIDERED

Did you know that you can use Scrip cards to:
• Get your makeup done and purchase new 

makeup and brushes at ULTA.
• Purchase office supplies at VIP Office Supplies 

($100 minimum purchase for Scrip. Mention the 
Scrip program when you check out.), Office 
Max, and Office Depot.

• Buy a new washer and dryer, microwave, 
freezer, refrigerator, stove, or vacuum cleaner at 
Hargrave Appliances.

• Purchase a new bed, living room set, or just a 
side lamp to accessorize at Miller Furnishings.

• Create bouquets, flower arrangements, and 
favors for your wedding at Michaels.

• Send a special note to a loved one with a card 
from Hallmark.

• Fill all your prescriptions at CVS/pharmacy or 
Wal Mart.

• Buy almost anything at Amazon.com!

At 5 PM Monday

Homemade Chili with Corn Bread 
Green Beans, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

Remember: SCRIP costs you NOTHING  
to use in place of cash!

The Merrill  
Food Pantry 

THANKS YOU for 
your  

FOOD PANTRY 
DONATIONS!

It’s not “just 
groceries.” It’s 

doing unto others.

Your Donations to the Merrill Food Pantry from 
Sunday, May 1, totaled almost 410 POUNDS!

Family Video
Cosmo Theatre
Marcus Theatres

Use your Smile  
to change the World
Don’t let the World  
change your Smile

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 
in prayer.           - Romans 12:12

We Need Altar Flowers
Want to honor the memory of a loved one?

Or celebrate a happy event?
Why not say it with flowers ... on the altar, that is!
We are in need of sponsors to provide bouquets to 
go on the altar and beautify our worship space. What 
a beautiful offering! Call or sign up in the office to 
sponsor flowers for a particular worship service. Or, as 
gardening season approaches, sign up and bring your 
own fresh cut bouquet from your very own flower 
garden! Live plants are also a wonderful alternative.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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REDECORATING OUR INTERIOR SPACES
We are in the process of REDECORATING! We are 
looking for a number of items and figured since many 
of you may be spring cleaning or hitting the garage 
sales, this would be a great time to put our WISH LIST 
out there in front of you!  We are hoping some of you 
will have or find and be willing to donate some of the 
following:

• Long wooden dressers or buffets (this is for a 
project or two, so they don’t have to be perfect-
even a broken drawer or two will work, but any 
veneers should be intact and no formica).

• Dark chocolate brown leather or leather-look 
chairs, couches, loveseats, ottomans, storage 
benches.  (Must be in excellent condition)
(Looking for more modular modern shapes).

• Wooden pub tables (the high ones, square or 
round).

• Sturdy wooden square or rectangular tables 
(normal chair height).

• Wooden chairs, sturdy and in good condition, or 
chairs or stools that are a combination of wood/
metal/leather-look materials.

• Metal bistro or patio sets (can be cast iron or 
other metals). These will be repainted, so they 
don’t have to be perfect, but they need to be in 
good functional condition with minimal rust.

• Sturdy square or rectangular coffee tables, 
console or sofa tables, or side tables.

We are including a number of photos to give you an 
IDEA of what we are looking for (on the right).

(Please contact Tina with a photo of items to see if 
they will be a good fit for this project before donating.  
Thank you!)  Feel free to put her cell number in your 
phone, and you can always snap a photo of something 
and send it to her if you are out and about making the 
rounds at garage sales ... 715.212.0767 This will also 
help ensure we don’t get too many of something!

P.S.  We will also accept monetary donations to help 
in the redecorating project. Just mark the donation 
REDECORATING.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

FILL THE GAZEBO ... COMING UP FAST!
Mark your calendar for for Saturday, August 13, from 
9:00 AM to NOON to help us “Fill the Gazebo” at 
the Gazebo at Normal Park. Nonperishable food and 
personal care items and monetary donations will be 
accepted, with all donations divided between Merrill’s 
three food pantries and the Food for Kids program. 
This will be our fourth Fill the Gabebo event!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more 
from:  Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - 

Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FREE CLINIC
St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic has a mission to provide 
basic healthcare services for people age 18+ in 
Lincoln County to those that qualify. You are eligible 
to be seen if you do not have health insurance, are 
underinsured, or you have insurance but cannot afford 
the high deductible. You are not eligible if you have 
adequate insurance, you have Medicaid or Medicare, 
or if you receive veteran’s medical assistance. No 
appointment needed. Arrive between 5:00 PM - 6:00 
PM on Thursday evenings to register. We are located at 
1004 E. Main Street in Merrill between the St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store and NAPA. Look for the red door! 
Questions? Call 715.539.9566 on Thursday nights or 
715.539.2666 during the day Monday through Friday.

Online giving is now available at St. Stephens! There 
are LOTS of great reasons to give electronically, and 
here are just five benefits you’ll like! Give it a try!  

1. When you give online via our new e-giving system, 
your payment gets electronically transferred from 
your bank account into the church bank account. 
Counters don’t have to count and process it. No 
waiting for the mail to bring a check. It’s the fastest 
and most hassle-free way to go!

2. You can use your debit or credit card, and if you 
have one of those credit cards where you earn 
reward points based on what you spend, you 
could be earning free miles ... or whatever your 
credit card company is promoting with reward 
points.

3. You can see your profile in our system and update 
your information any time it changes, AND you 
can print out a current contribution statement 
whenever you want.

4. You never have to worry about remembering (or 
forgetting) cash or your checkbook or your church 
envelopes again.

5. Tithing is simple and easy. Just set it up and forget 
it. It can be an automatic deduction like any other. 

If you would like to learn more about e-giving or get set 
up to give electronically, just call the church office to 
talk to Tina. 715.536.7322

5 Benefits to Online 
Giving

ELECTRONIC GIVING CARDS IN THE PEWS
You may notice that we now have “I Gave 
Electronically” laminated cards in the pews. What are 
they and what are they used for? Well, if you’ve signed 
up for electronic giving (as several families already 
have), you may feel awkward not physically placing 
something in the collection plate. If this sounds like 
you, and you already gave electronically, simply put 
one of the “I Gave Electronically” laminated cards in 
the collection. The counters will simply collect them 
when they do the weekly count to give us an idea 
of how many people gave electronically that week. 
Note: This is OPTIONAL. No need to use one of the 
laminated cards unless you WANT to.

Bring: Your Aluminum Cans
Where: To St. Stephens 

Drop off by the office door or in back of the office
When: Anytime!

Why: St. Stephens will recycle cans for cash

RECYCLE WITH ST. STEPHENS

Today we are reminded that Christ’s saving work on 
earth continues through his disciples ... and now 
through us. When we give to the poor, God indeed 
pours his love, peace, and joy into our hearts, into our 
lives, and into the hearts of those who are in need. 
God bless you for your prayer support to the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul.

- Society of St. Vincent de Paul Outreach

CHECK OUT THE LOST & FOUND
Please have a last look in the lost and found box (ask 
an usher if you don’t know where it’s at). There are 
many things in there that have been here a LONG 
time, so it’s time to donate what’s useable and throw 
out the rest. Who knows what else lurks in the bottom 
of the box? Whether it is a lost earring or something 
a little larger, if you’re missing something, take a look!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, May 15:  Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM, 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

NEW MEMBER GATHERING:  May 18
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  May 22

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY:  May 29
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

In last week’s Interpreter, two entries were listed incorrectly. The corrected entries are included along with this 
week’s gifts. 

Anniversary
 $50.00  in memory of my mother and mother-in-law for Mother’s Day from Janice Schiller

Memorial
 $25.00 in memory of John Bellin for our anniversary, May 15, from Dorothy Bellin
 $20.00 in memory of our mothers, Norma Kanitz and Jessie Beyer, for Mother’s Day from 
  Mr. & Mrs. William Beyer
 $10.00 in memory of Lillian Zimmerman for her May 14 birthday from Norm & Alice Ziemke
 $10.00 in memory of Mrs. Leslie Sabatke for Mother’s Day from LaVern Sabatke & Diana Huston
 $10.00 in memory of my mother, Juanita Arndt, for Mother’s Day from Diana Huston & LaVern Sabatke

SUMMER IS COMING!
SUMMER HOURS BEGIN MAY 31
Summer office hours begin Tuesday, May 31, and 
go through Labor Day. Summer office hours are:
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM - 3:30 PM
Friday   8:00 AM - 1:00 PM

WEDNESDAY EVENINGS
NOTE:  Wednesday Evening Worship will continue at 5:45 PM 
every Wednesday evening throughout the summer; however, 
there will NOT be a Bible Study during the summer months.

SPRING CLEANING?
It’s that time of year, but this year when you do your spring cleaning, keep Saint Stephens in mind. We can help 
you find good homes for lots of things you may not longer need! For instance, if you have yarn you aren’t using, 
the Prayer Shawl Ministry can put that to good use knitting and crocheting prayer shawls. If you have clean, gently 
used clothing or shoes of any kind, the Youth Group’s new Blessing Closet would be happy to accept them! If you 
overpurchased on groceries and those grocery items are non-perishable and not past their expiration dates, bring 
them for our Food Pantry donations. Have furnishings you no longer need? Contact Tina in the church office and 
send her a photo of what you have ... perhaps we can use it in the redecorating efforts going on in the building or 
in our Youth Room. Waste not, want not! And if we don’t have any use for what you have here at Saint Stephens, 
take your donations to St. Vincent de Paul where they will use them to help others in our community!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
Our mission trip to the Pine Ridge Reservation in Pine 
Ridge, South Dakota, is coming up quickly! The trip 
will be July 23-30, 2016, and you are invited to get 
involved! If you would like to join Rev. Carnes and the 
six others who will be taking this trip for an incredible 
life-changing experience, call the church office to 
express your interest! Mission trip participants will be 
responsible for their own travel and other expenses. 
For more information, please contact Rev. Carnes 
directly, and keep watching the Interpreter for updates 
as more details emerge.

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Having a correct email address in our new Church 
Management software will ensure that you will be able 
to use the new features, like online updating of your 
own record. Send Tina an email at tina@ststephensucc.
net and tell her who you are so she can link your email 
to your record.

Electronic Giving Cards are in the Pews!

FOOD FOR KIDS IN THE PARK: SUMMER MISSION

“Food for Kids” Picnic in the Park is one of the on-
going mission services in our Merrill Community. Saint 
Stephens’ volunteers provides “Taco Tuesdays” for the 
kids in the park every week June 13 through August 26.

Would you like to be a part of one of our teams? Each 
team is made up of four members, and youth are 
welcome to help! Each team usually serves one or two  
times during the three-month period. If you would like 
to get involved, call Carol Weber at 715.453.7435. 

It costs approximately $1,100 to fund this mission, 
and your help in supporting this local mission is truly 
appreciated! Already we have been receiving donations 
of cash and Scrip cards. Thank you! Donations may be 
dropped off at the church office, mailed to the office, 
or placed in one of three jars labeled “FOOD FOR 
KIDS” that we will have in the Narthex and on the 
Scrip table on Sunday mornings. Cash donations will 
be used to purchase Scrip cards which will be used to 
purchase the items needed. 

New to Saint Stephens? Thinking of joining our 
congregation? We are starting something brand new: 
Gatherings for new members to get to know others 
and learn more about St. Stephens, the UCC, and all 
that is happening here in this place! While two of the 
three scheduled gatherings were recently held, we are 
still open to receiving new members at our third and 
final gathering prior to New Member Sunday. If you 
are new or interested in joining Saint Stephens, plan to 
gather with us! On Wednesday, May 18, we will begin 
by worshipping together at 5:45 PM and then meet 
for coffee and dessert afterward. If you or someone 
you know is new, you/they are invited to join us! New 
Member Sunday is May 22. Know a frequent visitor? 
Invite them to talk with us!

THANK YOU!
Thank you to Gary & Mary Schwartz and also to Mary 
Jo Laabs for donating coolers to the mission group for 
the “Food for Kids” Taco Tuesdays. This will make 
things easier for us as we transport items to the park 
each week!

VISITATION TEAM MEETING
The visitation team will meet 
at church on Tuesday, May 24, 
at 6:30 PM. Please contact Rev. 
Missy if you have any questions.

JOINING SAINT STEPHENS?

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, May 19 from 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Beef Stew & Biscuits
Peaches
Dessert

 Coffee, Milk & Water

Sponsored by Our Savior’s Lutheran Church

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH 
NEWS!

Youth Group will meet at 10:00 this Sunday. Launching 
airplanes is on the agenda ... outside if the weather 
cooperates.

Reminder:  Youth group will meet on May 22 in the 
Youth Room, from 10:00 AM to Noon. There is no 
Youth Group on Memorial Day Weekend.

BLESSING CLOSET NEEDS DONATIONS
The Youth Group is transitioning from Blessing Bags 
to the Blessing Closet. Due to generous friends and 
church family, we are able to assist more and more 
people each week. There are clothes (socks are a big 
hit), personal items (toothpaste, deodorant, razors, 
etc.), and this week we added some snack foods and 
water. We welcome all donations, but this week we are 
looking specifically for shoes, hangers, and gently used, 
clean children’s clothing to round out our selection. 
If you haven’t seen the closet space in the fellowship 
hall, we invite you to visit. It is open to all, whether it 
is a need or a want. No questions asked. A great big 
thanks to the youth who have helped keep the space 
organized and stocked.  Donations can be placed 
where the food pantry bags are dropped off in the 
entry area. Thank you for your love and support in this 
brand new ministry.

- Shelly Burnett

This is the last week of Sunday School.
Miss Shelly’s kids need to meet her in the Sunday 

School room for the end-of-the-year ice cream party!
See you at Sunday School this Sunday ...  

Don’t forget to Bring Your Bibles!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

OUR CHURCH DIRECTORIES ARE HERE!
At long last, the church directories have arrived! Stop 
in the office to pick up your copy. Copies will also be 
available after worship.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Random Acts of Kindness, Paying It Forward ... These 
are phrases we have heard in recent years to describe 
that wonderful moment when someone does 
something simply for the joy and power of doing it for 
another creature, with no intention of being thanked 
or repaid or even recognized for it. It is what Jesus 
meant for us to do ... what He told us to do in so 
many different ways. 

In my job here in the office (which I love, by the 
way!), I am blessed in so many ways. But the biggest 
blessing  to me is the people ... all of you!

In this job, I see things. I hear things. Some firsthand, 
some secondhand. I am privileged to hear the stories. 
To be the ear when someone just needs someone to 
talk to. It is a privilege. And I want to share with all 
of you some of what I’ve seen and heard. As Rev. 
Carnes would say, I want to tell some of the stories of 
which I have been privileged to bear witness. 

I won’t give away any confidences, but I do think 
these things are important to share ... so that you know 
what is happening here at St. Stephens. Because a lot 
is happening. God is happening. And you’re a part of 
what is happening.

I want to tell you the story of the man who literally 
gave the coat off his back to a homeless man one 
night at our Dinner @ Five. Don’t ask me who it is. 
I won’t tell you. I won’t betray that confidence. He 
doesn’t want people to know who he is. That isn’t 
why he did it.

I want to tell you the story of the woman who came 
in to roll up her sleeves and do some deep cleaning, 
on her hands and knees no less, because she saw an 
opportunity to help. Does she want recognition? No. 
That isn’t why she did it.

I want to tell you the story of the man who lost his 
wife who just looked so very broken when I asked 
how he was doing, and another woman who had 
lost her husband whose eyes filled with tears when 
I asked her how she was doing now that all of her 
company had left and the house was quiet. They 
needed an ear to listen. A hug. Human contact. To 
know someone cared. I hope they found that here.

I want to tell you the stories of the men and women 
who feel beaten down by life and circumstances, 
who cross the threshold into this office, and are given 

not only Christian counsel, but concrete help to make 
a fresh start. 

I want to tell you so many stories, but I can’t share 
them all. There are far too many. The point is ... the 
Spirit is moving here in this place. And the Spirit is 
moving in the people in this place. And you are one 
of those people.

I will close by sharing something I’ve been wanting to 
publish in the Interpreter for quite a while now. It is 
the phrase Rev. Carnes chose to put up in big letters 
on the wall of the main office, words I read each and 
every day that I am here:  “BE KIND for everyone you 
meet is going through something you know nothing 
about.” Now isn’t that just like something Jesus would 
do?

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
(by Tina L. Scott)
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
That’s My Mother!

“Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with 
thee?” - John 2:4 (KJV)

Jesus’ statement to his mother at the wedding feast in 
Cana appears blunt and rather harsh.  “Woman, what 
have I to do with thee?”  What kind of way is that to 
talk to your mother?  

And yet just about all of us who’ve been blessed to 
have our mothers alive and with us in our adulthood 
have experienced some trying moments with them  

The relationships we have with the women who carried 
us, delivered us, nurtured us, protected us, provided 
for us and then shepherded us into adulthood are 
wondrously special.  

But in our adulthood, our mothers make a shift from 
being our nurturers and providers to being our coaches 
and advisors.  And our relationship with ‘mother as 
coach’ is not as comfortable and cozy as the relationship 
we had with ‘mother as nurturer.’  

The women who suckled us as children become the 
women who challenge us as adults to reach our full 
potential.   

The mother of Jesus knew what was in him, and when 
she called Jesus to demonstrate his capacity at the 
wedding in Cana, things got a little testy.  

But isn’t that what mothers do?  They nurture us with 
affection and then nag us out of our comfort zones.  
They defend us to the hilt and then push us toward our 
full development.  They love us unconditionally and 
then challenge us to make the best of every condition 
we face.  

The Church is a mother to all of us.  It conceives us in 
the spirit and gently guides our growth.  Then it refuses 
to let us rest until we have offered our very best.

Prayer

God, Thank you for mothers: our biggest supporters 
and our biggest critics.  Amen.

By Kenneth L. Samuel

SOUND SYSTEM VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We need a volunteer to help manage the sound system 
during worship and other special events. No experience 
necessary ... we’ll train you! This is an important 
ministry position to help keep the sound as consistent 
as possible. We need YOU! Just call the church office at 
715.536.7322 to let us know you’re interested.

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

BACCALAUREATE SUNDAY

All graduating high school seniors should plan to 
attend our Baccalaureate Sunday (May 29 at 9:00 
AM) and sit up front with their graduating class. Please 
wear your cap and gown! 

College graduates are also invited to attend. College 
students who have applied for the Staats Memorial 
Scholarship are also encouraged to be in attendance.

Faith Award Certificates will be presented and Staats 
Memorial Scholarship recipients for the 2016-2017 
academic year will be announced. 

CORRECTION
Theresa Garcia’s birthday is May 19, not May 25 as 
listed on our birthday calendar last week. Hopefully 
she will get lots of great birthday wishes on BOTH 
days!
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2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members are? 
This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes
If you need to reach a member of the Church Council 
and do not have their contact information, please 
contact the church office, and we will be happy to share 
their telephone number or email address, whichever 
you prefer.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 22 
June 12, 19, 26

Radio 
Call the Office 

July 3, 10, 24, 31

Coffee Hour 
May 29 

June 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

TIME TO “PLAY BALL!”   
COME OUT & SUPPORT THE TEAM
Saint Stephens will play our first game of the Merrill 
Area Church Fast Pitch Softball League season this 
Sunday, May 15, at 1:30 PM at Faith Lutheran Church 
on Highway K. We will be playing St. Paul Irma. 
Come on out and have some good old-fashioned fun 
cheering on our team! If you’re interested in playing 
for our team, call Jerry Burnett at 715.536.6191.

Blood Donors from  
St. Stephens 

in April & early May!
Thank you for giving 

the gift of life!

Jeff Kraft  Sue Kraft
Dan Pick  Gloria Schenzel

PASTORAL CARE TELEPHONE NUMBER
Your pastors want you to be able to be in touch with us, 
when life happens, when you or someone you know 
or love needs pastoral care. Through the wonders of 
Google, and their program, Google Voice, we now 
have one phone number that will ring at either of our 
phone numbers and the church office. This is the 
newest and most accessible way to get ahold of one 
of us when you need us the most. Please call this new 
number, 715.575.3191, when you have a pastoral care 
concern or emergency. Feel free to use it 24/7. Your 
pastors will take turns being on call. (Note: This is not a 
general way to get ahold of the pastors or a complaint 
hotline. It should be used only for pastoral care needs, 
such as someone going into the hospital or the death 
of a loved one or anything that is happening in your 
life where you feel like you need pastoral care.)

We want to be there for you when life happens. Please 
call us and we will always do our best to be there for 
you.

- Rev. Kyle Carnes and Rev. Missy Holdorf

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, MAY 15

Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM--Rev. Carnes will be preaching.
“Let the Craziness Begin”

Acts 2:1-13

Worship music is provided by Darlene Johnson and the Choir.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Heuser & Hinner Families
Radio Ministry is in memory of Terry Alft for his May 14 birthday from  

Judy Alft & Family. 
Altar flowers are in honor of sister Phyllis Ney’s birthday on May 14 (87 years 

old!) from Sally Tesch & Family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 16

 9:00 PALS 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five

TUESDAY, MAY 17 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba

 WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 New Members Gathering 
 6:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, MAY 19
 9:00 PALS 
 4:30 Aerobics

FRIDAY, MAY 20 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

TH
E 

IN
TE

R
PR

ET
ER

ST
 S

TE
PH

EN
S 

U
N

IT
ED

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 O
F 

C
H

R
IS

T ST STEPHENS UCC US POSTAGE PAID 
903 E SECOND ST NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 
MERRILL WI 54452 PERMIT #10 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED MERRILL WI 54452-2576

P.S. A Few  

      More  

     Things!

Please write the amount of your 
donations on the front of your 
giving envelope.  It helps the 
counters a LOT!  Thank you!
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