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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

MORE COMMUNITY
Like I’m sure many of you have, the shooting in Antigo last Saturday night, has been on 
my mind since I found out about it. There are so many things that run through our heads 
when this kind of violence occurs. And the truth is, that this violence is becoming more and 
more regular in our country. In 2015, there was a shooting at a school once a week around 
our country. Not all of them included fatalities, and some of them, like in Antigo, the only 
fatality was the shooter, when shot by police responding to the situation.

These days, this is a very difficult subject to talk about. The emotion alone surrounding the 
idea of children shooting other children, is enough to stop one in their tracks. Add in the 
frequency of events such as these, the politics that continue to grow around gun violence, 

– violence committed with a gun – all of the social implications that come along, and the 
ever-rising tide of fear in our country, it’s hard to know where to begin. Even the attempt to 
have an honest, productive conversation, can lead to stumbling across unintended tripwires 
laid by each other, often because of how high emotions run around this subject.

 Yet, Pastor Missy and I believe that conversations around school shootings, gun violence, 
mental illness, bullying, the failure of adults, and the basic ideas of what it means to be 
community, are essential conversations to have – particularly for church where we remember 
Jesus’ words, “they will know you are my disciples by the love you have for one another.” If 
not in church, then where?

We have to be careful not to demonize one another, and our deeply held opinions. And 
we need to be able to have a conversation about facts as well. We know conversations 
around gun violence today are immediately polarizing. We know that mental illness is still 
stigmatized, and with the general public still largely unknowledgeable about it, fear and 
discomfort are often the first responses to mental illness. We know that guns are fired in 
schools nearly once a week in our country. While we know that school shootings are on 
the rise, overall violent crime in our country continues to fall over the last few decades. We 
know that bullying is a real problem for children, youth, and adults.

 After church last Sunday, I had a brief conversation with a parishioner about all of this, and 
I mentioned my personal opinions about all of this. For me, the common denominator in 
all of this is that we do not do community well enough. We do not know one another well 
enough. We do not care for one another well enough. We do not listen or understand one 
another well enough. We do not take enough responsibility for the violence and division in 
our society, well enough, but rather blame it on someone else, or some other group. When I 
hear about travesties like Saturday night, my first reaction is simply that I have not done my 
job well-enough. Now that might seem silly to some, but it’s my truth and it’s not about guilt. 
When a kid who has been bullied since elementary school, who even had outside adults to 
talk to and care for him, still feels like the best way to express himself is through violence, 
then we have failed. All of us. What are we doing in our community, what are we doing as 
a church, to actively engage parents, students, community members, to talk about how we 
do community, and to acknowledge where we do not do it well enough? As a country, we 
band together when we feel threatened, but we do not gather together well to address why 
we are so afraid and provide an alternatice. I hope that in church we can start doing more 
of this. And in particular, to remove blame from our vocabulary, and make responsibility for 
one another a way of life.

In prayers, sadness, and hope, 

Kyle
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Music Notes 
 & News

from Shelly 

TORNADO AWARENESS
Severe Weather Awareness Week in Wisconsin was 
last week. But many of us know all too well that this is 
the time of year that marks just the beginning of severe 
weather opportunities. Do you have a plan for your 
family in case of severe weather, so everyone knows 
where to go and what to do to be safe? If not, talk it over 
and create one. 

TORNADO PROCEDURES AT ST. STEPHENS
Do you know what to do if a tornado strikes here at the 
church? In the event of a tornado here at St. Stephens, 
all adults are to make their way to the Fellowship Hall. 
If children are participating in activities at the church 
at that time (Sunday School, nursery, Scout meetings, 
youth group, etc.), all children and youth are to make 
their way to the Choir Room in the basement along 
with their adult caregivers, teachers, or chaperones. 
This direction is specifically given to avoid the chaos 
or panic that might ensue were parents to try to locate 
their children elsewhere in the building during such a 
time, and to ensure that all children are accounted for. 

One of my most favorite hymns is Great is Thy 
Faithfulness. I can honestly say that I am grateful every 
day for God’s mercy and provision. There have been 
times in my life in which those provisions have been 
miraculous. But, those stories are for another time.  

Remember a few articles back I said that we can 
memorize scripture by putting it to music? This is one 
of those instances. 

In 1923, Thomas Chisholm penned the words to Great 
is Thy Faithfulness based on Lamentations 3:22-23. 
Chisholm realized that God was there, even in everyday 
life, not just the life-threatening or dire circumstances 
we sometimes face. 

Just think--with the dawning of each new day, no matter 
the circumstances, God’s faithfulness and mercy will 
be there to see us through. And if we have a bad day, 
we have a fresh start with God’s faithfulness and mercy 
when wake up the next day. “Great is thy faithfulness, 
O God, my Father! There is no shadow of turning with 
thee. Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not, 
as thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. Great is thy 
faithfulness... Morning by morning, new mercies I see; 
all I have needed thy hand hath provided--Great is thy 
faithfulness, Lord, unto me.”

If you have a favorite hymn, why not share it for special 
music? There are still plenty of openings for special 
music this summer.  You can sign up on the kiosk at any 
time. God bless you!

WEBSITE NEWS!
Soon we will have a brand new website with an 
entirely fresh and exciting new look! Our website is 
undergoing a complete redesign. The new website 
will contain news and updates, issues of the Interpreter, 
audio files of sermons, our calendar of events, and 
much more. And, it will continue to evolve as we 
move forward in this year of exciting change! Stay 
tuned for the unveiling of the new site in the coming 
weeks!

SOUTHERN GOSPEL CONCERT A SUCCESS!
On Wednesday, April 20, we were privileged to have 
Still Water, a Southern Gospel quartet, share their 
talents with us in a concert right here at St. Stephens. 

We think it went over well. There were approximately 
75 concert goers, and from all reports, those that were 
there had a very educational experience in Southern 
Gospel. All seemed to enjoy it, and were treated to an 
enthusiastic performance by the group. A big thank you 
to those who helped greet and help distribute a bit of 
information about the group. The free will offering raised 
about $300 for the youth of the church.  Comments 
from the StillWater quartet were that we have a beautiful 
church and that they enjoyed being here so much that 
they hope they will be asked to return. They said they 
had a great time!  Thanks to everyone that participated 
in some way!
     - Debbie Seeger

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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WILLS, TRUSTS AND BEQUESTS

Did you know that you can give a charitable gift even 
after you die? 

Gifts included in Wills and Living Trusts are popular 
because they are flexible, easy to arrange, and may 
be changed as your life circumstances change. In 
addition to filling an important role in providing for 
the future financial security of your family and others, 
your Will or Living Trust can offer a way to make 
thoughtful charitable gifts as part of your long-range 
estate and financial plans. It can be satisfying to know 
that a portion of your property will be put to good use 
in the future. 

There are many ways to give through Wills or Trusts:
• Make a gift of a specific amount. A gift of a 

particular amount may be designated for general 
use or to fund a special need.

• Provide for a gift of a particular property. Real 
estate, stocks, and other items of value are 
examples of properties that can be used to fund 
charitable bequests.

• Designate that a percentage of your estate be 
given to the church through your Will or Living 
Trust.

• Give the remainder, or residue, of your estate--
that is, what remains after all other bequests to 
friends and loved ones are satisfied.

• Name charitable interests to receive a bequest 
in the event other heirs are not there to receive 
their legacies.

There is no limit on amounts deductible from federal 
gift and estate taxes for charitable gifts made by Will or 
Trust, so no tax will be due on assets given in this way. 
To plan a charitable bequest, inform your attorney of 
your wishes and ask for advice regarding the best form 
for your gift.

If you decide to include a gift in your estate plans, feel 
free to contact the church for more information.

At 5 PM Monday

Bratwurst, Mac & Cheese 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

Remember: SCRIP costs you NOTHING  
to use in place of cash!

Summer will soon be here. The Mission Group will 
again be providing Taco Tuesday in Stange’s Park for 
the children of the Merrill area. We will again be in 
need of funds to make this project successful. The 
funds will be used to purchase the items that are not 
donated by area businesses and individuals. 

Based upon last year’s experience, we will need 
about $100.00 per week to purchase what is needed. 
We will have eleven (11) Tuesdays this summer. Our 
goal for this Mission Outreach is $1,100.00. Any 
donation will be greatly appreciated. Your donation 
can be dropped off at the church office, mailed to 
the office, or placed in one of three jars that we will 
have in the Narthex and on the Scrip table Sunday 
mornings. Cash donations will be used to purchase 
Scrip cards which will be used to purchase the items 
needed. 

The Mission Group thanks you in advance for your 
help in meeting our goal.

If you would like additional information about this 
Mission Outreach Program please call Dennis Grefe 
at 715-539-3337 or 715-536-3785.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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DO YOU KNOW WHEN TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR?
Our two defibrillator units (one in the Fellowship Hall, the other in the Narthex) could 
save lives! But do you know when to use one? Defibrillators are used in the event 
of Sudden Cardiac Arrest (SCA). Without life-saving intervention, a person with SCA 
will die. First, determine if the person is in SCA. A person in SCA will not respond 
when you try to shake him or her. Check for breathing by listening next to the victim’s 
mouth and looking for chest movement. Use the defibrillator ONLY if the person is 
not responding, not moving, and not breathing normally or not breathing at all. If in 
doubt, use the defibrillator. The American Heart Association says 31.4% of people 
with SCA who are defibrillated will survive. You could save a life.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

JOINING ST. STEPHENS!
NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 

THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?
We are starting something brand new: Gatherings for 
new members to get to know others and learn more 
about St. Stephens, the UCC, and all that is happening 
here in this place! The first gathering was held Monday, 
April 18, at the parsonage. But it’s not too late to join 
us! The next gathering will be held on Tuesday, May 
3. If you or someone you know is new and would like 
more information about these gatherings and joining St. 
Stephens, please call the office at 715.536.7322 or talk 
to one of the pastors! We’ll get you all the details. New 
Member Sunday will be May 22! 
If you know of a new member or frequent visitor, strike 
up a conversation with them and ask them if they would 
like more information. If the answer is yes, invite them 
to call the office for more information about these 
gatherings!

ELECTRONIC GIVING CARDS IN THE PEWS
You may notice that we now have “I Gave Electronically” 
laminated cards in the pews. What are they and what are 
they used for? Well, if you’ve signed up for electronic giving 
(as several families already have), you may feel awkward 
not physically placing something in the collection plate. If 
this sounds like you, and you already gave electronically, 
simply put one of the “I Gave Electronically” laminated 
cards in the collection. The counters will simply collect 
them when they do the weekly count to give us an idea 
of how many people gave electronically that week. Note: 
This is OPTIONAL. No need to use one of the laminated 
cards unless you WANT to.

The Merrill  
Food Pantry 

THANKS YOU for 
your  

FOOD PANTRY 
DONATIONS!

It’s not “just 
groceries.” It’s 

doing unto others.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more 
from:  Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - 

Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL FREE CLINIC
St. Vincent de Paul Free Clinic has a mission to provide 
basic healthcare services for people age 18+ in 
Lincoln County to those that qualify. You are eligible 
to be seen if you do not have health insurance, are 
underinsured, or you have insurance but cannot afford 
the high deductible. You are not eligible if you have 
adequate insurance, you have Medicaid or Medicare, 
or if you receive veteran’s medical assistance. No 
appointment needed. Arrive between 5:00 PM - 6:00 
PM on Thursday evenings to register. We are located at 
1004 E. Main Street in Merrill between the St. Vincent 
de Paul Thrift Store and NAPA. Look for the red door! 
Questions? Call 715.539.9566 on Thursday nights or 
715.539.2666 during the day Monday through Friday.

Online giving, or e-giving, is now available at St. Stephens! 
There are LOTS of great reasons to give electronically, 
and here are just five benefits you’ll like! Give it a try!  

1. When you give online via our new e-giving system, 
your payment gets electronically transferred from 
your bank account into the church bank account. 
Counters don’t have to count and process it. No 
waiting for the mail to bring a check. It’s the fastest 
and most hassle-free way to go!

2. You can use your debit or credit card, and if you 
have one of those credit cards where you earn 
reward points based on what you spend, you 
could be earning free miles ... or whatever your 
credit card company is promoting with reward 
points.

3. You can see your profile in our system and update 
your information any time it changes, AND you 
can print out a current contribution statement 
whenever you want.

4. You never have to worry about remembering (or 
forgetting) cash or your checkbook or your church 
envelopes again.

5. Tithing is simple and easy. Just set it up and forget 
it. It can be an automatic deduction like any other. 

If you would like to learn more about e-giving or get set 
up to give electronically, just call the church office to 
talk to Tina. 715.536.7322

5 Benefits to Online 
Giving

CAR TROUBLES?
Having automotive troubles? Or just want to fine tune 
a few things with some new accessories or a nice 
sparkling wash job? Consider all the ways you can 
take care of your vehicle and support St. Stephens 
with Scrip at the same time ...
• Buy automotive parts, new tires, or tools to fix it 

yourself at Fleet Farm.
• Head over to Advance Auto Parts and buy parts 

and accessories and we’ll bet they even have 
some of those fuzzy dice for the rearview mirror.

• Make an appointment at Sears Auto Service 
Center to make necessary repairs or just get a 
tune up. 

• If you’re a do-it-yourselfer, buy yourself some 
new Craftsman tools at Sears.

• Go into Kwik Trip or Holiday stations that have 
a carwash and use your Scrip card to purchase a 
carwash code. Then give your car the works with 
wash, wax, and spot-free rinse!

Of course, we have many other great automotive 
businesses right here in Merrill ... and parts stores, 
as well. Why not suggest to them they get involved 
in our church’s Scrip program so that you can help 
earn money for our church when you patronize their 
business, as well?

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, May 1:  Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM, 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

NEW MEMBER GATHERINGS:  May 3, and May 18
NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  May 22

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

In last week’s Interpreter, two entries were listed incorrectly. The corrected entries are included along with this 
week’s gifts. 

Anniversary
 $20.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter from Gay & Sally Oberg
 $15.00 in memory of Gordon Dotter from Roland & Melita Hall

Capital Improvement
 $25.00  in honor of my mother, Bernice Perry, on her 92nd birthday, April 19, from Randy Perry
 $25.00  in honor of my godfather, Bill Illgen, on his 99th birthday, April 27, from Randy Perry
 $10.00  in memory of Mary Ann Hinner from Gerald Oestreich

Organ Fund
 $20.00 in memory of Helen Berndt from Bill & Charmaine Storm

St. Paul’s Cemetary
 $50.00 in memory of Jim Berndt from Carol Berndt, on the celebration of their 43rd wedding 
  anniversary on May 4

Memorial
 $100.00 in memory of Karen Sue Krueger/Mom for her birthday, May 22, from Jodie & Albert Haltinner
 $10.00  in memory of Gordon Dotter from Lenore Ehlert
 $10.00  in memory of Mary Ann Hinner from Audrey Heuser
 $25.00  in memory of Mike Mosser for his 29th birthday from Carol & Jerry Plautz
 $200.00  in memory of Gordon Dotter from Family & Friends

UCC Camp Scholarship
 $50.00  in memory of our son, Scott, for his April 30 birthday from Phyllis Wendland

Radio Ministry
$190.00 in honor of our parents:  Erwin & Lilian Ramm and Gustave & Ruth Kuck from Dale & Jackie Kuck

PINE CREST MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Pine Crest is planning a Mother’s Day Breakfast on 
May 8 from 9:00 - 10:30 AM. Please RSVP with your 
resident’s name and the time you will be coming. Call 
715.539.2548 to make your reservation during the 
week of May 1, but no later than May 5, if you would 
like to attend. 

COOLER NEEDED
The Mission Group is in need of a medium size cooler 
for the Meals in the Park project. If anyone has one they 
would like to donate or let them use for the summer, 
please call Dennis Grefe at 715-539-3337.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


April 27, 2016
Page 7THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

FOOD FOR KIDS
The “Food for Kids” program could 
really use some Scrip cards ... from 
Wal Mart or an area grocery store ... 
to help purchase needed items for this 
ongoing project to help the hungry 
children in our community! 

Volunteers from area churches, including St. Stephens, 
pack special bags of non-perishable food for children 
in need to take home and eat when the school meal 
programs are not available to them. We appreciate 
your donations! 

RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
Would you like to join us on a mission trip to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in Pine Ridge, South Dakota? The 
trip is a “go” for July 23-30, 2016! If you would like to 
join Rev. Carnes and a few others who have already 
expressed interest in taking this trip and joining 
together for an incredible life-changing experience, 
call the church office to express your interest! Mission 
trip participants will be responsible for their own travel 
and other expenses. For more information, please 
contact Rev. Carnes directly and keep watching the 
Interpreter for updates as more details emerge.

YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
Having a correct email address in our new Church 
Management software will ensure that you will be able 
to use the new features, like online updating of your 
own record. Send Tina an email at tina@ststephensucc.
net and tell her who you are so she can link your email 
to your record.

THE PINE RIDGE RESERVATION
A few details about the Pine Ridge Reservation taken 
from the Re-Member website:  

Extreme Poverty
The poverty on Pine Ridge can be described in no 
other terms than third world. It is common to find 
homes overcrowded, as those with homes take in 
whoever needs a roof over their heads. Many homes 
are without running water, and without sewer.

Pine Ridge Statistics as of 2007
• Unemployment rate of 80-90%
• Per capita income of $4,000
• 8 Times the United States rate of diabetes
• 5 Times the United States rate of cervical cancer
• Twice the rate of heart disease
• 8 Times the United States rate of Tuberculosis
• Alcoholism rate estimated as high as 80%
• 1 in 4 infants born with fetal alcohol syndrome 

or effects
• Suicide rate more than twice the national rate
• Teen suicide rate 4 times the national rate
• Infant mortality is three times the national rate
• Life expectancy on Pine Ridge is the lowest 

in the United States and the 2nd lowest in the 
Western Hemisphere. Only Haiti has a lower 
rate.

Wausau Lyric Choir presents:
Blessed are the Peacemakers

Facing Diversity, Embracing Humanity
Saturday, April 30: 7:30 PM ~ Sunday, May 1: 3:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church, 406 Grant Street, Wausau

Free Will Offering

Electronic Giving Cards are in the Pews!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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YOUTH MISSION PROJECT @ “HOME”!

This Sunday, May 1 from 10:30 AM to 2 PM, Youth of 
all ages (including any of you who still feel young at 
heart) will be cleaning up the yard of Roger and Nancy 
Strand. There are only a few of us “KIDS,” and they 
have a big yard, so we are looking for individuals and 
families to join us. We will meet in the large parking 
lot after the 9:00 AM worship service that day for 
anyone who needs a ride. Otherwise you can  meet 
us at Roger and Nancy’s house at W5139 Riverview 
Road, Merrill, at 10:30 AM. We will need rakes and 
wheelbarrows, so if you have them, bring them along! 
Lunch will be provided. Any questions? Contact 
Paula McIntyre at 715.539.3791 or Shelly Burnett at 
715.536.6191 or shelly54452@hotmail.com. 

ATTENTION YOUTH in GRADES 6-12!
If you haven’t been coming to Youth Group on Sunday 
mornings, you don’t know the fun you’re missing! And 
did you know that you can bring your friends along, even 
if they don’t attend this church! We’re doing lots of fun 
projects and some great work, too! In addition to Mission 
Projects ... like creating Blessing Bags for the homeless 
and this Sunday’s yard cleanup day for the Strands, 
we’re having a ton of fun redecorating our Youth space.  
In fact, each of our Youth is getting a framed space 
on the wall of our Youth rec room to express our 
ARTISTIC abilities! Do you have artistic inclinations? 
Come join us and make your mark on the world ... and 
our Youth room wall! We also love to play games ... 
like challenging Miss Shelly at Apples. “If you DARE,” 
Miss Shelly says. “I’m pretty good.”

We’re going to be making lots more plans for future fun 
and projects, as well, and this is a great time to attend 
so you can have input!

Last week the Youth Group helped set up and organize 
THE CLOSET, our new ministry to provide clean, gently 
used clothing to those who need it. “It was a big hit at 
Monday night dinner,” Miss Shelly said. “Thank you to 
the hard working 6th and 7th graders that helped me 
put it together.” 

CLEAN GENTLY USED CLOTHING REQUESTED
The Youth Group, under the guidance of Shelly Burnett, 
will be collecting clean, gently used clothing items 
to stock THE CLOSET with clothing to pass along to 
those who need it. They are asking for men’s clothes 
in particular, but are willing to take anything that is 
gently used and clean. Donations should be left in a 
bag or box by the food pantry collection area in the 
lobby, and Shelly and the youth will check the area 
and remove the items each week. Please, nothing with 
holes or obvious signs of wear and tear.

YOUTH 
NEWS!

Youth Group:  This Sunday is our Mission project right 
here in town. Read the article below and come ready 
to work and have fun! Bring your family & friends! 
Many hands make light work and lots of laughter!

“THE”

Mark your calendars for Youth Group Meetings:
• May 8 in the Youth Room, 10:00 to Noon
• May 15 in the Youth Room, 10:00 to Noon
• May 22 in the Youth Room, 10:00 to Noon
No Youth Group on Memorial Day Weekend.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SOFTBALL SEASON IS READY TO START
St. Stephens will once again have a softball team in the Merrill Are Church 
Fast Pitch Softball League. Come on out and support them at the games! 
Here is a handy schedule you can clip and post on your fridge.

Date/Time  Teams     Location

May 8   St. Stephens has a Bye Week

May 15 @ 1:30 PM St. Stephens v St. Paul Irma 1  Faith

May 22 @ 3:00 PM Immanuel & St. Paul Hamburg  Immanuel
   v St. Stephens

May 29   No Games

June 5 @ 3:00 PM St. Stephens v St. Paul Irma 2  St. John’s 

June 12 @ 3:00 PM St. Paul Irma 1 v St. Stephens  Faith

June 19 @ 3:00 PM St. Stephens v Immanuel &   Immanuel
   St. Paul Hamburg

June 26 @ 3:00 PM St. Stephens v Our Saviours/  St. John’s 
   St. John Merrill  

July 3    No Games

July 10 @ 4:30 PM St. Stephens v Our Saviours/  Faith
   St. John Merrill

July 16 @ 3:00 PM Saturday Division 1 Tournament Faith

July 17 @ 3:00 PM Sunday Division 1 Tournament  Immanuel

July 24 @ 3:00 PM St. Paul Irma v St. Stephens  Immanuel

July 31 @ 1:30 PM Our Saviors/St. John Merrill v  Faith  
   St. Stephens 

August 7  Make Up Games

WANT TO “PLAY BALL!”?
Want to play softball for St. 
Stephens? It’s not too late! While 
we have a roster submitted with 
the names of those we knew 
were interested, we can add 
players to our roster and want 
to include anyone with a desire 
to play. And if you have some 
serious skills, then we want you 
even more! To get involved or to 
get more information, please call 
Jerry Burnett, our team’s manager, 
at 715.536.6191 or email him at 
jlburnettwi@frontier.com.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
on May 8 at 9:00 AM

Drs. Jacob & Molly Roseman
(Flutist and Pianist)

will bring us special music during the worship service. 
This is an opportunity you don’t want to miss!

NEED TO SPECIAL 
ORDER SCRIP? NO 
PROBLEM!

Place your order at 
the Scrip table on 
Sunday, and in most cases, your Scrip will be available 
for you to pick up in the church office on Thursday, or 
you can pick it up after services on Sunday. Easy peasy! 

So why aren’t YOU using Scrip? With a program this 
awesome earning FREE MONEY for our church, it just 
doesn’t get much better than this! Give it a try.

Use your Smile  
to change the World
Don’t let the World  
change your Smile

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
He Won’t Be With Us Long

“But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, the blind…” - Luke 14:13

You smell him before you see him. Urine and sweat 
announce him, a filthy man held together by a worn 
leather belt. He’s all caved in, watery and trembling. 
Leaning against the wall of the bar-café, he raves about 
an old injustice.   

He’s ten feet from my terrace table. Now I can’t smell 
the smoky paprika that seasons the artful tapa on my 
plate, or the orange blossoms on the trees that shade 
the square. Only him. I don’t know why people don’t 
get up and leave. Or how I keep eating.  

It’s alcohol and who knows what else that reduced 
him, some heartache, some rift, some bad bounce of 
the ball. You can’t tell how old he is or whether he was 
once a handsome man. I think he will starve to death 
within the week.  

I offer the waiter twenty euros: ‘Please give him 
something to eat.’ The waiter won’t take it. ‘We take 
care of him,’ he says. ‘He comes every day. He doesn’t 
eat much anymore, anyway. He won’t be with us long. 
His name is Gregorio.’  

I think to myself, chastened: It’s one thing to make a 
place for the poor at your own benevolent discretion. 
It’s another when they come by every day, all human 
wreckage and unholy hygiene. It’s one thing to find 
occasions to be kind. It’s another to know a lost man’s 
name, that he can’t eat much anymore, that he won’t 
be with us long. 

Prayer 

Jesus, friend of the poor, have mercy on Gregorio. Have 
mercy on the waiter at La Huerta. And have mercy on 
me. Amen.

By Mary Luti

SOUND SYSTEM VOLUNTEER NEEDED
We need someone to help us with managing the 
sound system during worship and other special events. 
You don’t necessarily have to be a techie to do this 
. . . training will be provided! This is an important 
ministry position to help keep the sound as consistent 
as possible. We need YOU! If you’re even a little 
interested, don’t be shy. It’s fairly intuitive overall, and 
we can show you what’s involved. Just call the church 
office at 715.536.7322 to let us know you’re interested.

Copyright @ 2015 HarperCollins Christian Publishing  Free usage 
for Church and Sunday School publications, using 50 items or less.

More Blood Donors 
from St. Stephens 

in April!
Thank you for giving 

the gift of life!

Karen Abraham
Diana Catlin
Paulette Heuser
Dennis Ruge
Missy Ruge

Each of you must give as you have made 
up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.
                                       - 2 Corinthians 9:7

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ATTENTION CAMPERS
If you want to attend a church camp this summer but 
think you can’t afford to, a Camp Scholarship could 
make it possible for you! Camp Scholarship forms for 
both the St. Stephens UCC Camp Scholarship and 
the Northwest Association UCC Outdoor Ministry 
Scholarship Program are available in the church office. 
The amount of the scholarships can vary. Deadline 
for the scholarships from St. Stephens is this Sunday, 
May 1, so don’t delay! Pick up your forms and apply 

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members are? 
This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Youth Rep:    Wesley Boehm
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes
If you need to reach a member of the Church Council 
and do not have their contact information, please 
contact the church office, and we will be happy to share 
their telephone number or email address, whichever 
you prefer.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 22, 29 
June 5, 12, 19, 26

Radio 
Call the Office 

July 3, 10, 24, 31

Coffee Hour 
May 1, 8, 29 

June 5, 12, 19, 26 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

See you at Sunday School this Sunday ...  
Don’t forget to Bring Your Bibles!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

“Now then, my children, listen to me; blessed are 
those who keep my ways.”           - Proverbs 8:32

SPRING JOY
Wausau Pro Musica will be celebrating with “Spring 
Joy” featuring Vivaldi’s Gloria with the Wausau Area 
Youth Symphony from the Wausau Conservatory of 
Music. Other favorites such as selections from the 
musical “Oliver” will be presented, as well.  

“Spring Joy” 
Friday, May 6, at 7:30 PM
First Presbyterian Church
406 Grant Street, Wausau

Tickets are $12 Adults, $10 Seniors/Students.  
Director:  Shelly Bitner

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, MAY 1

Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM
 

Rev. Carnes will be preaching.
Sermon title and scripture TBA.

Our worship music this weekend is provided by Darlene Johnson
 and the Choir.

Coffee Hour is unsponsored at the time of this printing.
Radio Ministry is in memory of Peggy Gibson from Family & Friends. 

Altar flowers are in honor of our parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents, 
Carols & Dorothy Berndt, as they celebrate their 71st wedding anniversary on 

May 12, from Kathy, Terry, Carol & Families.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY, MAY 2

 9:00 PALS 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 6:00 Church & Ministry

TUESDAY, MAY 3 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 New Members @ Wallace’s

WEDNESDAY, MAY4 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting) 

THURSDAY, MAY 5
 9:00 PALS

FRIDAY, MAY 6 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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FOOD PANTRY 
OFFERING

THIS SUNDAY

Help Us Add Some COLOR to the Altar ...  
Sponsor Altar Flowers!

There are many openings available on the calendar. 

mailto:angela@ststephensucc.net
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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