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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

Office:  715-536-7322

Pastoral Care Concerns:
715.575.3191

PETER NAKED . . . 
So here we are a couple weeks 
post Easter. We still have alleluias 
ringing in our ears, as we should. 
We will be in the Easter season 
for several more weeks. This 
week I have been thinking about 
the lovely worship services we 
had during Holy Week. I, for one, 
was very moved by them. These 
are the things I was thinking of 
when I was preparing for Sunday 
worship. But, when reading the 
text for Sunday I had to stop and 
say to myself Hmmm . . .
Here is the text that gave me that reaction from the Gospel of John. 
“That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When 
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he 
was naked, and jumped into the sea.”  
When we study this text, the last of the resurrection appearances in 
the Gospel of John, we rarely stop to ask the question:  Why was Peter 
fishing naked? It’s just one of those things that make you go, Hmmm . 
. . At first it struck me odd. But then I put it into context like any good 
theologian would do. He was a fisherman. So, there could have been 
many different reasons he was so “underdressed”.  
Some would argue that he wasn’t really naked at all and that his 
nakedness stood for some kind of metaphor for being embarrassed 
or ashamed of something. Some would suggest that he was wearing 
some kind of undergarment while working, and likely was not naked 
at all. This would make sense knowing that many folks in Jesus’ day 
only had one set of clothes. Still others might think he was completely 
naked, perhaps so he wouldn’t stink up his clothes with all that sweat 
and fish guts working in the heat of the sun.  
Perhaps whether or not he was fully naked isn’t the point at all. 
Perhaps it is most important to discern what Peter was thinking and 
why on earth the author of the Gospel of John would include this 
little detail in the story in the first place? That’s what we will unpack 
this Sunday in worship.    
See You In Church!

Missy
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Spring is right around the corner, and avid gardeners and landscapers will tell 
you there is lots to do to prepare! Did you know you can buy almost everything 
you’ll need with Scrip? Get your gardening tools, pruners, landscaping rocks, 
mulch, garden statues, bird baths, and more at Ace Hardware, Menards, or 
Mills Fleet Farm. Pick up potting soil, starter pots, seeds, fertilizer, and water 
cans at one of those stores or Wal Mart. All participate in our Scrip program and 
St. Stephens gets a percentage back when you use Scrip for those purchases.
Planning a larger spring project? Perhaps building a potting shed, back yard 
storage, or a new deck? Place your order for a large quantity of Scrip for Menards 
and build up our faith community with the percentage St. Stephens will earn 
back at the same time! From gardening gloves and galoshes to pumpkin seeds 
and petunias ... and everything in between ... Scrip is the way to go! Plan 
ahead and watch your investment in St. Stephens grow!

GETTING READY FOR SPRING ... WITH Scrip

DEFIBRILLATOR UNITS
St. Stephens recently purchased two defibrillator units for our building 
complex. One is located in the Fellowship Hall, the other in the Narthex. 
Look around and familiarize yourself with where these units are. If 
someone you know is in sudden cardiac arrest here at church, one of 
these units could save their life! Be sure someone calls 911 for paramedics. 
Then open the unit and follow the instructions. This knowledge could 
save a life ... and it might even be yours.

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP
on May 8 at 9:00 AM

Drs. Jacob & Molly Roseman
(Flutist and Pianist)

will bring us special music during the worship service. 
This is an opportunity you don’t want to miss!

A Testimonial from one of our members . . . 
COMMENTS ON OUR SOUND SYSTEM
I give credit to those who have been involved in 
bringing our sound system up to what it is to date. 
For many members, it improves their hearing without 
hearing aids. 
I have much loss of hearing, even to the point that 
with one of my ears there is nothing a hearing aid 
can help. I need to use the ear phones so I can hear 
the church service. 
To me, this is such an improvement compared to the 
years I would come to church and not hear a lot that 
was said. I encourage others that have a difficult time 
still hearing to try the ear phones. 
I know some people may be too embarrassed to wear 
them. Just give the ear phones a chance, and you will 
see much improvement. 
Make sure you ask one of the ushers how they work. 
I at first had a problem until I was told how to make 
sure it was hooked up right. 
I’m really impressed that I can now hear the service.

- Dick Bettin
Editor’s Note: Don’t be embarrassed! Give the ear 
phones a try. You’ll be sooo glad you did!
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CALLING ALL CHURCH MEMBERS!
The middle school youth will continue to collect items 
to make Blessing Bags for the homeless as part of their 
ongoing ministry. If you would like to contribute any 
of the following items that would be useful for the 
homeless, please drop them off in the church office. 
Thank You! Please talk to Rev. Missy if you have any 
questions!

Items Needed:
New socks of all sizes (men, women, children) 
Hand warmers
Band-Aids (travel size)
Baby Wipes (travel size)
Hand Sanitizer (travel size)
First aid Kits (travel size)
Female Personal Hygiene 
Chapstick
Deodorant (male and female) travel size)
Toothbrushes & Tooth paste (travel size)
Granola bars

YOUTH 
NEWS!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

No Youth Group this Sunday, April 10!
See you again on Sunday, April 17, in the “old” youth 
room. Grades 6-12, join us then!
Mark your calendar ahead:
 April 10 - No Youth Group
 April 17 - Youth Group 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
 April 24 - Youth Group 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Have questions about Youth Group? Contact Shelly 
Burnett at 715.536.6191 or email shelly54452@
hotmail.com

STILL WATER

In Concert

Place:      
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STILL WATER IN CONCERT
St. Stephens will host the Southern Gospel group, Still 
Water, from Hopkinsville, Kentucky, in concert on 
Wednesday evening, April 20, at 6:30 PM, following 
our 5:45 PM Wednesday evening worship service. Join 
us for worship and then stay for the concert! There 
will be a free will offering to help defray expenses.

At 5 PM Monday

Baked Pork, Mashed Potatoes & Baked Squash 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

Remember: SCRIP costs you NOTHING  
to use in place of cash!

ATTENTION NEW MEMBERS!
Would you like to join St. Stephens? If you did not 
receive a letter from us inviting you to three upcoming 
gatherings for new members, please call the church 
office at 715.536.7322 for complete information! 

JOINING ST. STEPHENS!

I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should 
love one another.  - John 13:34
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement               
 $60.00  in honor of our 60th wedding anniversary on April 7 from Bill & Marion Beyer
 $10.00  in memory of Aunt Helen Berndt from Ruth Buck

Memorials
 $50.00  in memory of Donald Iwen for his birthday, March 20, 2016, from Barbara Iwen
 $20.00  in memory of deceased loved ones for Easter from LaVern Sabatke & Diana Huston

Easter
 $100.00  in memory of my wife, Linda Perry, at Easter from Randy Perry

MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, April 10:  Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

EVERY WEDNESDAY:  Worship at 5:45 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  April 17 
NEW MEMBER GATHERINGS:  April 18, May 3, and May 18

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY:  May 22
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. Bring 
in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up and do 
a small amount of clean up. Can you help? In the past, a 
few families have decided to sponsor together. Fun! Sign 
up in the Kuck lounge.

FOOD FOR KIDS
The “Food for Kids” program could 
really use some Scrip cards ... from Wal 
Mart or an area grocery store ... to help 
purchase needed items for this ongoing 
project to help the hungry children in 
our community! 

Volunteers from area churches, including St. Stephens, 
pack special bags of non-perishable food for children 
in need to take home and eat when the school meal 
programs are not available to them. We appreciate your 
donations! 

NEW TO SAINT STEPHENS? 
THINKING OF JOINING OUR CONGREGATION?

We are starting something brand new! We will host 
three gatherings for anyone interested in becoming a 
member of Saint Stephens. They will be held on the 
evenings of April 18, May 3, and May 18 in anticipation 
of our New Member Sunday on May 22. We are 
mailing a letter to anyone who has directly expressed 
interest and to others we believe may have an interest. 
If you did not receive a letter and you are interested 
in attending and becoming a member, please talk to 
one of the pastors after the service or call the office 
at 715.536.7322, and we will send you an invitation 
letter! If you know of a new member of frequent visitor, 
strike up a conversation with them and ask them if 
they would like more information. If the answer is 
yes, contact us, invite them to call the office for more 
information about these gatherings!

WEBSITE NEWS!
Soon we will have a brand new website with an entirely 
fresh and exciting new look! Our website is undergoing 
a complete redesign. The new website will contain 
news and updates, issues of the Interpreter, audio files 
of sermons, our calendar of events, and much more. 
And, it will continue to evolve as we move forward in 
this year of exciting change! Stay tuned for the unveiling 
of the new site in the coming weeks!
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Our new Pastoral Care Telephone 
Number is:  715.575.3191. 
Please add this number to the contacts in your 
cell phone or keep with your other important or 
emergency telephone numbers.

RE-MEMBER MISSION TRIP
The dates for our mission trip to the Pine Ridge  
Reservation in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, have been 
set for July 23-30, 2016! A couple of people are 
already planning to join Rev. Carnes for this incredible 
experience. Will you join us? Mission trip participants 
will be responsible for their own travel and other 
expenses. For more information, contact Rev. Carnes 
directly and keep watching the Interpreter!

LOVE GARDENING?
If you’ve always wished you had a place to make 
a garden of your own, wish no more. A new 
Community Garden--Tall Pine Community Garden--
has been established at the corner of 6th Street and 
Memorial Street, and garden plots are now available. 
Cost is $20 for a 4’x10’ plot. Other plot sizes (4’x20’, 
4’x40’ and 4’x8’ raised bed plots) are also available. 
Approximately 24 plots are available to rent this 
spring. No pesticides, herbicides, or insecticides will 
be permitted. This is more than just gardening. You 
can learn about new cooking techniques, new recipes, 
tips and tricks for your garden, and meet new people 
with similar interests and have fun, all while being 
able to give back to our community. Organizations are 
welcome to rent a garden plot, as well as individuals. 
For more information or to reserve your plot, contact 
Ann Stoeckmann at the Lincoln County Health 
Department at 715.536.0307 or visit the website at 
www.lincolncountyhealthdepartment.com to learn 
more. 

EMAILS, EMAILS, EMAILS
Many new features of our ACS church management 
system are accessible to you via email. Do us a favor. 
Drop us a note via email with your name and other 
identifying information so that we can add your 
current, preferred email to our new system and so 
you can avail yourself of some of the new features we 
will be rolling out. Send your email to: Interpreter@
ststephensucc.net and we’ll update your profile in the 
system.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

On Sunday, April 17, One Great Hour of Sharing will 
once again be celebrated at Saint Stephens. Along 
with thousands of other congregations, our church 
has enjoyed a long tradition of support for the OGHS 
special offering. It has been a time when Christians can 
speak in one collective voice and say, “We care about 
those whose needs far outweigh our own, and we care 
enough to share what God has already given to us.”

During the next several months, politicians and 
Presidential hopefuls will take every possible 
opportunity to remind us of some of the ills of our 
country and society and will solicit our support for their 
own particular “agenda.” God has an agenda, as well 
. . . and it is much simpler to understand. He asks us 
to recognize that some people have immediate needs 
for food, water and shelter . . . He asks us to recognize 
that those needs have occurred because of distribution 
difficulties, natural calamities, or political unrest, all 
of which have been beyond their control . . . and He 
reminds us that as we do these things unto the least of 
these our brothers and sisters, we do them unto Him.  
This is what One Great Hour of Sharing is all about.

Please be generous with your prayers and with your 
contributions for those less fortunate. OGHS envelopes 
will be included with next week’s Interpreter and will 
also be available in the church pews.

Thank you.

- The Stewardship Team

CORRECTION:  Daniel Krause’s birthday is April 15, 
not April 4 as printed in last week’s April birthday list.
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Joseph’s Tears

“Reuben replied, ‘I told you not to sin against the 
boy, but you wouldn’t listen! Now we must give an 
accounting for his blood.’ They did not know he could 
understand them... Joseph turned from them and 
began to weep.” - Genesis 42:22-24

Joseph’s brothers stand accused of espionage. They 
aren’t spies, of course, just starving Canaanites. So 
they protest their innocence, but no one cares or helps. 
It’s as if they’ve been seized, stripped, and thrown into 
a pit. The irony doesn’t escape them. “We killed our 
brother,” Reuben says. “This is payback.”  

They don’t know that the powerful, enigmatic man 
who accused them is that brother. They don’t realize 
he understands them. But he does, and this is how 
Joseph learns something immensely disorienting—his 
brothers are remorseful, they comprehend the gravity 
of what they did.  

The horrors of that day, the pathos of siblings who 
regret their crime, grief over so many lost years, 
confusion about what to do with them now that he 
can do anything he wants—it’s all too much. Joseph 
breaks down and weeps.  

He will weep again. The remaining chapters are 
drenched in his tears. They spring from a thousand 
wells, but surely this is one: even if he can pardon 
them, taking them in his arms, the sad past remains. 
Nothing can change or repair the damage. It can only 
be grieved, it can only be borne. For some things, all 
you can do is weep.  

We know we must forgive. But sometimes, like Jesus 
on the cross, the best we can do is find a way to say 
to God, ‘Father, you forgive,’ weeping and grieving as 
we pray.  

Sometimes we have to trust the sufficiency of tears. 
Sometimes the important thing is not so much to 
finally fix, but to fully feel.

Prayer 

Receive my tears, O Christ, who wept for me. Amen.

By Mary Luti

WE NEED ... A FEW GOOD VOLUNTEERS
To Run Our Sound System ...
With our “new” sound and video system in place, we 
are looking for someone who would like to learn how to 
manage the system for us during worship and for some 
other events as well. If you or someone you know has 
experience with a sound board, please let us know. If 
you know absolutely nothing about sound equipment, 
but think it could be interesting, let us know. If you 
have a spouse or a kid that is somewhat technically 
inclined, and you think needs something to do on 
Sunday mornings, let us know. If you’re in high school, 
and need volunteer hours, let us know. This person 
might be a teenager or an octogenarian, or anywhere 
in-between. This is an important ministry position 
to help keep the sound as consistent as possible. If 
you’re even a little interested, don’t be shy, it’s fairly 
intuitive overall, just call the church office. Thank you 
in advance!

To Help With Interior Decorating ...
Perhaps you’ve noticed that there are spaces in our 
building that could use some “love”. Spaces that have 
not been painted or redecorated or rearranged in 
well…plenty long enough. Spaces such as the lounge, 
the old office meeting room that is always warm, the 
fellowship hall, the men’s bathroom, and others. If you 
have an interest or a knack for what could be called 

“interior design,” let us know. We’d like to put a team 
of a few people together to start evaluating how we 
can make our space more usable and more beautiful. 
If this interests you, or someone you know might be 
a good fit, call Tina in the church office, and let us 
know! Thank you in advance!

See you at Sunday School this Sunday ...  
Don’t forget to Bring Your Bibles!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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ATTENTION CAMPERS
If you want to attend a church camp this summer but 
think you can’t afford to, a Camp Scholarship could 
make it possible for you! Camp Scholarship forms for 
both the St. Stephens UCC Camp Scholarship and 
the Northwest Association UCC Outdoor Ministry 
Scholarship Program are available in the church office. 
The amount of the scholarships can vary. Deadline for 
the scholarships from St. Stephens is May 1, so don’t 
delay. Pick up your forms and apply soon.

2016 CHURCH COUNCIL MEMBERS
Do you know who your Church Council members are? 
This list can help you get to know them!
President:    Jennifer Porath
Vice-President:   Bill McIntyre
Secretary:    Terry Krueger
Treasurer:    Kenyon Golisch
Youth Rep:    Wesley Boehm
Members:    Kristine Bowe
   Shelly Burnett
   Tyler Drake
   Kevin Golisch
   Jennifer Oestreich
   Kent Reinhardt
   Angel Sholund
   Sara Zastrow
Clergy:   Rev. Missy Holdorf
   Rev. Kyle Carnes
If you need to reach a member of the Church Council 
and do not have their contact information, please 
contact the church office, and we will be happy to share 
their telephone number or email address, whichever 
you prefer.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

May 22, 29 
June 5, 12, 19, 26

Radio 
Call the Office 

June 5 
July 3, 10, 24, 31

Coffee Hour 
April 17, 24 

May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

CELEBRATING A NEW BIRTH!
Please join us in celebrating the birth of Jordan James 
Natzke, born March 28, 2016. Jordan is the son of 
Bryant & Kristin Natzke and baby brother of Molly 
Marie Natzke. He is also the grandson of St. Stephens 
members, Philip & Kelly Natzke. Congratulations to 
everyone in the family! What a joyous blessing!

PINE CREST MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST
Pine Crest is planning a Mother’s Day Breakfast on 
May 8 from 9:00 - 10:30 AM. Please RSVP with your 
resident’s name and the time you will be coming 
during the week of May 1, but no later than May 5, if 
you would like to attend. Call 715.539.2548 to make 
your reservation.

THANK YOU TO THE EASTER BREAKFAST GANG!
Thanks to the hard work of everyone involved in cooking, 
serving, setting up, cleaning up, selling tickets, and in 
any other way contributing to the success of our Easter 
Sunday breakfast! Thanks to you, nearly 100 were 
served, everyone had a wonderful time, and we earned 
a profit of just over $200 that will go toward Amber 
Schmidt’s fund to help defray the cost of purchasing a 
handicap accessible van for her to drive! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, APRIL 10

Worship at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM
 

“Hmmm . . .”
Acts 9:1-20, John 21:1-19

Rev. Missy Holdorf
 

Our worship music this weekend is provided by the Choir.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Pat Schulz, Emily Schwartzman, and Jackie Kuck.
Radio Ministry is in memory of my husband, Larry Schiller, for his  

April birthday from Janice. 
Altar flowers are sponsored by Mari Nelson. Flowers on the piano are in memory 

of my dad, Ted Reinhardt, and in honor of our mom, Phyllis Reinhardt, for their 
65th wedding anniversary on April 14 from Sherry, Nancy & Jill.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR
MONDAY,APRIL 11 
 9:00 PALS 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner @ Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee 
 6:00 Church Council

TUESDAY, APRIL 12 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:30 Christian Ed 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13 
 9:00 PALS 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:30 Bible Study 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)  
 6:30 Choir

THURSDAY, APRIL 14 
 9:00 PALS 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes

FRIDAY, APRIL 15 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SUNDAY, APRIL 17
 Bake Sale between worship   
 services for the Still Water concert
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Food Pantry Update:  Last Sunday’s food 
pantry offering totaled 472 pounds of food! 

THANK YOU! The Merrill Food Pantry 
appreciates your generous donations!!
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