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THE SIGNAL AND THE NOISE
There’s a fine line when it comes to the signal and the noise. It’s a thing that has to do with 
radio signal power. I know nothing more than that, but even this past summer at a cottage 
we rented had a tuner on it. Most of you know what this is. But unlike the stereos in our 
cars today that are preprogrammed to find the signal at specific frequency, a tuner has a 
continuous dial that you have to tweak just so until the signal comes through. Spin it too fast 
and you’ll miss the signal. Bump it just too far to the left and you’ll lose the signal. Everything 
else in between the signals is noise. Not only is that what it sounds like, but it’s also the 
technical term, as well.

This year during Lent we are going to focus on prayer. The kids during Power Hour on 
Wednesdays will be talking about prayer, and on Sunday mornings we’ll talk about prayer 
and pray a lot in worship.

My own experience with prayer has often led me to feel as though I’m something like a 
radio station seeking a clear signal from the Creator of All Things. Every once in a while I 
get something like that real clear FM clarity, when the station has their antenna on top of a 
mountain and you can listen to it for 75 miles before it drifts away. Other times, I feel like I’m 
dealing with AM, which is great for long distances, but is often less clear – rougher around 
the edges. Most of the time however, it seems I’m playing with the tuner, spinning it too fast, 
or anxiously bumping the dial, never able to land on a signal, but just swimming in that 
obnoxious noise.

Wouldn’t be something if prayer was like our car radios today, each frequency, pre-tuned and 
spaced out in perfect intervals so as not to interfere with the neighboring frequencies, just 
one clear, pulsing prayer signal between us and all that is Holy?

Instead we spend much of our lives searching the noise for that elusive signal. We have literal 
TV and radio airwaves filled with so much chatter and nonsense, it’s difficult to even find 
a good news source, let a lone a signal that could provide meaning, substance, and value 
to these short lives we are living. This is not to mention our own spiritual, emotional, and 
mental sound waves that travel our hearts and minds. This is why throughout the centuries, 
individuals far more connected to God than me, have developed spiritual practices and 
different types of prayer. All of them different ways of finding signals amidst the noise. No 
perfect solution, but ways of training our own internal tuner to recognize the places where 
God’s signal is a bit clearer. Not every prayer works the same, and depending on everything 
else that’s going on in our lives, we need different ways to practice finding that holy signal.

We will consider how we use the Lord’s Prayer. We’ll talk about how prayer works together 
with other Christian values like hospitality and justice. We’ll observe a few more silences 
in worship. Wednesdays during will be geared towards making space to listen, with simple 
songs, readings, silences, and communion. Hopefully, you’ll join us and find something that 
helps make that signal even just a bit easier to find.

Lent begins this week. May it be a time of reflection, self-examination and growth for us all.

Blessings,
Kyle
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SWIMMING AT THE AMERICINN!
Sunday, February 21

1:00-4:00 PM
No sign up is needed ... and everyone is welcome!

Just come and have fun!
Please bring your own towels!

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE? 
Retrouvaille is a program for married couples who 
feel bored, disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in 
their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t 
know how to change the  situation or even communicate 
with their spouse about it. This program has helped 
10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing difficulties in 
their marriage. For confidential information about or 
to register for the program beginning with a retreat 
this weekend, February 12-14, 2016, call 1-877-922-
HOPE (4673), email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org or cwr.
community@gmail.com or visit the website at www.
HelpOurMarriage.com

At 5 PM Monday

BBQ Chicken & Mashed Potatoes 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

ICE GRIPS FOR CANES 
It’s slippery out there this time of year! And navigating 
in the snow and ice can be treacherous, especially 
for anyone using a cane. The Ushers Club donated a 
bunch of ice grips for mounting on the bottom of canes 
to the Medical Ministry closet, and they are available 
for anyone who would like to put one on the bottom of 
their cane. If you or someone you know would benefit 
from this handy winter time accessory, please stop by 
the church office and we can get one for you to use!

PROPANE FOR RE-MEMBER

Even though there’s been a slow start to our engagement 
with Re-Member in South Dakota, we nearly have 
a date set for a summer mission trip this summer, 
(awaiting just one detail before we settle between two 
possible dates). But many have asked what we’re doing 
with Re-Member or what can we be doing? Here’s 
an email that recently went out from the Executive 
Director. We know about the need for propane in the 
winters. We remember that over the last 35 years Pine 
Ridge has been among the poorest counties in the 
nation, spending much of that time at the bottom of 
the list. Perhaps this is a great way to begin supporting 
the work of Re-Member. Thank you in advance for 
your generosity. The email follows below:

Hi Friend,

Pine Ridge winters are harsh and the homes are not 
well insulated. Many families are choosing between 
food and propane. Forty families have contacted Re-
Member for propane assistance this month.

Please help us provide propane to these families. We 
need $6,000 to provide propane to the forty families.

If 120 donors donated $50 within the next week, Re-
Member would be able to provide heat to the families 
on the list.

100% of these funds are distributed on the Reservation.
Will you help your neighbors on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation?

Please don’t delay.

Ted

To donate, mark your giving envelope: Re-Member.
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2015-2016 ENERGY ASSISTANCE
The Wisconsin Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
is now taking applications.  
The program runs until 
May 15, 2016, for this 
heating season, and eligibility 
is based on household size 
and gross income. Lincoln County 
residents can call 715-539-1344 for an appointment 
to see if they qualify for a one-time benefit to help 
with energy costs.  

THE RESULTS ARE IN! 
In December, we received the results from the 
congregational survey we took in September. There 
will be more to be said about this, but this month 
Church Council added a special meeting to just comb 
through the results, and they will also be adding an 
extra meeting next month, to thoroughly review and 
understand what the survey has to say to us. It has 
so far been very interesting. Once Council has gone 
through the whole survey, they will decide the next 
steps of how to get the congregation involved in what 
we’ve learned. There will be more to come, so stay 
tuned. If in the meantime you have any questions, 
please feel free to ask one of the pastors or a member 
of Council as they greet you each Sunday before 
worship. Great things lie ahead! 

8th Annual Merrill Artisans Showcase
Saturday, February 13

1:00-5:00 PM
In Assisi Hall at Bell Tower Residence

$5 Admission
Art show featuring the work of local artists in pottery, 
carving, painting, photography, fiber arts, and 
jewelry ... wine and cheese and other refreshments 
...  piano music on the Steinway Grand piano ... and 
the opportunity to participate in the on-site raffle of 
donated art work.

VOLUNTEER FOR MEALS ON WHEELS
How important is a nutritious hot meal and a smile 
from a friendly face? 

The Aging and Disability Resource Center of Central 
Wisconsin needs volunteers to deliver hot Meals on 
Wheels in the Merrill area. Volunteer daily, weekly, 
or even monthly as an individual. Or get a group 
of people together and Adopt-A-Route. Meals are 
delivered Monday-Friday from 10:45-11:45 AM. 
Mileage reimbursement is available. Call the ADRC-
CW at 715.536.0311 for more information.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

February 28 
March 6, 20

Radio 
Call the Office 
April 17, 24 

May 1, 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
February 28 

March 6, 20, 27 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

 Middle School Lock In
February 26  7pm-7am

Sign Up & Permission Slips
Required.

Find Them In The Church Office!
Friends Are Welcome!

CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements for 2015 donations were 
mailed out on Friday, February 5. If you made a 
contribution to St. Stephens during 2015 and did not 
receive one, please call the office. 
Kindly be patient with us during this transition to a 
new software system. Like all changes of this nature, 
it comes with its share of challenges. If you were 
omitted from receiving a statement (or contribution 
envelopes earlier), it is in no way personal, and we 
don’t know you have been missed unless you tell us! 
Please call the office and let us know and we will fix 
the problem.  715.536.7322

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Kindness

“For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” - Galatians 5:14 

The whole chapter five of Galatians is worth a good 
long read. It is about the subject of Christian freedom, 
which the writer imagines is a kind of slavery to love. 
It is about the difference between the law and grace, 
using circumcision as an example, concluding that it 
matters little if we are or are not circumcised. Instead 
it matters a lot how we talk about the subject to each 
other. 

Maybe you don’t need to read this chapter. You 
may have no issues about right and wrong, cultural 
customs, the right way to dress, the right foods to 
eat. You may never have spoken of chocolate cake 
as “sinful” or scoffed at someone who was obese. 
You may tolerate all points of view and never pass 
judgment, even silently to yourself. If so, you can skip 
this chapter. 

If, however, you find yourself intolerant of difference, 
unkind when someone smokes in public or brings a 
dog to a meeting, sit down for the long read. You will 
learn what it means to be in love with each other. You 
will also be brought to attention by the warning that 
sometimes when we “bite and devour each other,” we 
actually find ourselves chewed up, even consumed. 

Be kind. Fall in love. Think less about circumcision, 
ancient or modern, and more about love.

Prayer 

O God, we pray that we can be a little yeast that 
leavens the entire dough of community and that when 
we are gone, people miss us because our kindness is 
lost. Amen. 

By Donna Schaper

MERRILL COMMUNITY WARMING CENTER
Location:  301 West Main Street, Merrill, WI
Open:  November 1 to April 1
Hours:  7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
Guest Checkout:  7:30 AM 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT ...
Do you ever wonder where the homeless go when the 
warming centers and shelters close? Where do they 
spend their days?

BATTLING ADDICTION?
If you or someone you know is battling an addiction, 
you should know that two support groups meet here 
at St. Stephens. 
Narcotics Anonymous meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 
PM and offers an Open meeting. This means anyone 
who wants to learn more can attend.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Fridays at 12:00 
Noon and is a Closed meeting, meaning you must 
be someone who is personally seeking help for an 
addiction to attend.
Both groups meet in the meeting room (old office) on 
the back side of the Kuck Lounge kitchenette area.

WARMING CENTER NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
In the month of January, the Community Warming 
Center had six key volunteers step down due to family 
medical issues, job transfers, etc., putting a real strain 
on the Warming Center, which is open every night. 
We typically only have one or two guests per night. 
The Warming Center is running very smoothly, and 
we have not had any incidents of any sort. But we 
need YOUR Help. We need more volunteers! Help 
is welcome on any shift, but is particularly needed 
on the second and third shifts. Volunteers are needed 
for shifts every night: 1st Shift) 6:30 PM to 11 PM; 
2nd Shift) 11 PM to 4 AM; and 3rd Shift) 4 AM to 8 
AM. Volunteer training is available for all volunteers. 
Please call Barb Ziemer, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
715.218.0231 for more information.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Join us for a fun day of painting , appetizers, and drinks 
on Sunday, February 21, from 12:30 - 3:00 PM in the 
meeting room near the office. All attendees will paint 
their very own rendition of an image called the “Couples 
Tree” on their own canvas while socializing and having 
fun and take it home with them at the end of the day. NO 
ART EXPERIENCE REQUIRED! You’ll learn step by step 
how to create your masterpiece and have a great time 
doing it!  

The cost is $26, and that covers all materials. Wear comfy 
clothes (aprons are provided, but don’t wear your favorite 
outfit!) and come as you are!

Space is limited, so RSVP to Heidi Stevenson ASAP by 
phone (715.921.0137) or email:  Heidigolisch@gmail.com
If you want to pay by credit card, go to: http://www.
galleryonthego.net/register---pay.html and look for the 
box titled “Painting Party Payment.” Enter the Party 
Code: 0221-HS-1513. Be sure to make payment at least 
24 hours before the party! 

Or, RSVP to Heidi and then pay at the party via cash, 
check made out to Amy Steffen, or credit card.

Learn more at:  at www.GalleryOnTheGo.com!

Please contact Heidi to save your spot!

DO YOU BELIEVE?
Several months ago our teenage son recommended 
a movie for us to rent.  Now ordinarily we have very 
different tastes in entertainment so we started asking 
questions.  He and his friends had watched it, were 
very moved, and had deep discussions as a result.  We 
were now intrigued and rented it several days later.  
We concurred-it was powerful and thought provoking.  
It is clean but does involve trauma and may not be 
interesting to young children. 

Now we want to share it with you!  Please join Scott 
and me to watch Do You Believe? in the fellowship 
hall on Sunday, March 6 at 5:00 PM.  Bring lawn 
chairs or bean bag chairs for your comfort, and soda 
and snacks for your enjoyment.  Popcorn will be 
provided:)

- Kelly Wallace

It’s a Painting Party!

February 21
12:30 - 3:00 PM

@ St. Stephens UCC

Come & Paint with us!

You’ll create your OWN 
painting similar to the 

one on the left. It’s 
called “Couples Tree.” 
Read below for more 

information ...

THANK YOU!
To those of you who have investments with Thrivent 
Financial and have signed up for the Thrivent Choice 
program and who selected St. Stephens United 
Church of Christ as the non-profit recipient of your 
Thrivent Choice dollars ... You make a real difference!
Thanks to you, St. Stephens United Church of Christ 
received $1,926 in 2015.

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread” Meal

February 18 from 4:30 - 6:00 PM
Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Sponsored by the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Menu:  BBQ Sandwiches, Cole Slaw, Baked Beans, 

Cookie & Beverages

THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
The disciples decided to leave everything to follow 
Jesus. We are also called to follow Jesus, who tells 
us that “whatever you do to the least of mine, you 
do for me.” Your gift to the poor can bring the love 
and peace of Jesus to those who live in fear and 
doubt, loneliness and dread. Have you considered 
supporting the Society of St. Vincent de Paul by a 
monetary contribution or with your prayers? For more 
information, contact the Outreach Office at 503 S. 
Center Avenue, Suite 2, in Merrill or call 715.539.2666.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Remember: SCRIP  
costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

Please bring your Bibles and smiles  
to Sunday School!! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement
 $20.00 In memory of Bert Knott from Lynn Henrich

Radio
 $190.00 In memory of husband, Lloyd Buck, Sr., for his birthday on February 20th from Ruth 

Memorial
 $50.00 In memory of my husband, Larry Schiller, for our wedding anniversary from Janice
 $20.00 In memory of Terry Frisch from Randy and Vivian Schleuter
 $40.00 In memory of Ernest Krueger from Anna Krueger

Food Pantry
 $10.00 In memory of Maureen (Mo) Johnson from Lois Wold 

Flowers
 $100.00 In memory of our mother, Lorraine Virginia Kraft, who passed one year ago on February 6, 2015. 
  We continue to miss her dearly.  From the Kraft Family

Choir
 $20.00 In memory of Harold Wegner from Bill and Charmaine Storm

MEMORIALS

THIS SUNDAY, February 14:  Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service
Please remember to bring your Bibles

EVERY WEDNESDAY DURING LENT:  Worship at 10:30 AM & 5:45 PM, Soup Supper at 5:00 PM
ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship

DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

POWER HOUR
Wednesdays in Lent during worship.

Christian Ed for grades K - 5
This year’s theme: PRAYER

Gather in 2nd Floor Classroom, no earlier than 5:30!MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
for

VACATION BIBLE 
SCHOOL

July 11 -15

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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DID YOU PICK UP YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES?
There are still some 2016 offering envelopes on the 
table in the Kuck lounge waiting to be picked up. If 
you haven’t already claimed your envelopes, please 
stop down to get them. We think we have many of the 
glitches with the new church management software 
system worked out, but if you do NOT find a box of 
envelopes with your name on them, or if you have not 
previously had envelopes but would like some now, 
please call the church office and we will get you a box 
right away.

WANT TO GIVE ONLINE?
ELECTRONIC GIVING IS COMING SOON!
Many of us check our accounts, pay our bills, and do 
our banking online. So why not make your church 
donations online? Many of you have been asking for 
this, and we’re excited to announce that this option 
will soon be a reality! After we get comfortable with 
the new church management software system, this 
will be the next thing we roll out!  Stay tuned for more 
information!  

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

 Say It With 
 Flowers!
 Want to honor the memory 
 of a loved one?
 Or celebrate a happy event?

MERRILL EAGLES PANCAKE BREAKFAST
Regular & Potato Pancakes

February 21
9:00 AM - 1:00 PM

Eagles Club
1205 Lake Street, Merrill

Adults:  $7.00
Children 6-10:  $3.50

Children Under 5 are FREE.

Proceeds will be given to Darrell Erickson  
to help defray medical expenses.

Why not say it with flowers ... on the altar, that is!
We are in need of sponsors to provide bouquets to 
go on the altar and beautify our worship space. What 
a beautiful offering! Call or sign up in the office to 
sponsor flowers for a particular worship service.

Say “Be Mine, Valentine”  
with Scrip

Take your sweetheart out 
for dinner using Scrip ... or 
buy flowers or chocolates 
with Scrip ... or surprise 
her with a full tank of gas 
in her car with Scrip ... you 
get the idea! Let Scrip help 
make your Valentine’s Day 
surprises a little sweeter! 
And benefit St. Stephens at 
the same time. 

Snow is on the ground and 
still falling, but we can look 
forward to summer. It is time 
to get thinking about softball. 
If you want to get put on this 
year’s roster, please contact 
Jerry Burnett on Facebook 
or email him at jlburnettwi@
frontier.com. You can 
also leave your name and 
number with someone in 
the church office and Jerry 
will call you back.

WELCOME TO ST. STEPHENS!
Are you a frequent visitor to St. Stephens? Thinking of 
joining? Want to get our newsletter mailed or emailed 
to you? Looking for opportunities to get involved or 
volunteer? Would you like contribution envelopes? Call 
the church office!  715.536.7322

SOFTBALL

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14   
 
 Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

 Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service 

 “On the Mountain” Rev. Kyle Carnes

Our beloved choir will sing for us again this week.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Choir.

Radio Ministry is in memory of Mary Mangold & Family from Kathy Badeau.

Flowers are in memory of our Mother, Lorraine Virginia Kraft, who passed one year 
ago on February 6, 2015. We continue to miss her dearly. The Kraft Family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 15 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 6:30 Church Council 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:30 Property Meeting

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17: 
 10:30 Worship 
 5:00 Soup Supper 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:35 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous
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What a GREAT response last Sunday! 
Our first Food Pantry Sunday collection 

via the Blue Bags generated a LOT of 
food for our local Food Pantry! 

Brian will be taking all the 
donations in this week! 

Need a Blue Bag so you can collect food 
pantry items throughout the month? Stop 

in the office to pick one up.
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