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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.
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Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
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903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

715-536-7322

Originally 
“The Bote”

NEXT GENERATION LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE
A few weeks ago I used this space to tell just briefly about the week of continuing education 
I had the first week of January. This Monday during our regular meeting of the Church and 
Ministry committee, I started telling them a bit more about Natural Church Development, the 
subject of my week’s worth of study. It was then that they told me that they weren’t sure that 
I’d done a good enough job explaining the program through which my January continuing 
education events have been provided. It was mentioned that it was something the search 
committee had been very intrigued by during the search and call process. So here’s a bit of 
catch up, and if you’ve felt a bit out of the loop when I mention these things, my apologies, 
and I’ll see what I can do here to make up for it.

The program’s full title is the Next Generation Leadership Initiative: Target 2030 (NGLI). It 
was created, sponsored, and funded by the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ. In 
our denomination, the Pension Boards is a separate corporation from our national body and 
actually has been around for 50 more years than our denomination has. NGLI is a program 
within the Pension Board’s Board for Ministerial Assistance. This board had traditionally been 
about taking care of retired pastors, helping them manage their retirement and overseeing 
the Christmas Fund offering that goes to support retired clergy and church staff who need 
financial assistance during retirement. St. Stephens gives faithfully each Advent to this 
national offering.

Early in the 2000’s the Board for Ministerial Assistance decided that they could do a better 
job helping clergy at the end of their career, if they did more for them at the beginning of their 
career. The statistics showed (and still show) that young clergy in their 20’s and 30’s, if they’re 
going to leave the ministry, are most likely to be eaten up and spit out by parishes within 
the first 4 years of ministry. These young clergy then take work in some other non-profit, or 
corporate job someplace, and never return to parish ministry. NGLI was born of the desire to 
educate and equip young clergy to create longevity in parish ministry in the UCC.

It is a selective program. Only 15 clergy around the nation are accepted each year and it’s 
the only program of its kind. No other denomination has a program quite like NGLI. It’s a 
10 year program. The first four years are comprised of two week-long events with the other 
14 members of my cohort. The first three year’s education was around personal leadership 
development, and just last month, my fourth year, we learned about new ways to do church. 
My trip to Kansas City last fall was also a part of this program, that prompted me to take St. 
Stephens folk down there this past September. During these next 6 years, the Pension Boards 
will fund educational opportunities that I find most intriguing or that I believe will best serve 
my ministry here. While this program does take me away from the church for two weeks each 
year, the only cost to the church is my time. But the benefit to the church is a pastor who has 
an outstanding group of colleagues, a one-of-a-kind educational opportunity, and a renewed 
passion for parish ministry.

This program has blessed me in ways that I’m not sure I even understand yet. I am certain 
though that my ministry and the ministry of St. Stephens is deeply affected my time with 
this program and it is all for the good and health of both ministries. As you might be able to 
tell, I’m very passionate about this program. I’d love to talk to you more about it. You’ll hear 
more in the upcoming weeks as I talk more about Natural Church Development. Here’s the 
website if you’d like to do your own reading: www.pbucc.org 

Great things lie ahead. It’s my privilege to be called your pastor.

 Kyle
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SWIMMING AT THE AMERICINN!
Sunday, February 21

1:00-4:00 PM
No sign up is needed ... and everyone is welcome!

Just come and have fun!
Please bring your own towels!

AUTHENTIC CREOLE FAT TUESDAY MEAL 
Tuesday, February 9

4:30 - 7:00 PM
Assisi Hall

Bell Tower Residence Assisted Living
1500 O’Day Street, Merrill

Holy Cross Sister John Marie Simien, originally from 
Louisiana, will once again share her Creole roots 
through food at the Fat Tuesday Gumbo Supper. The 
menu includes chicken and shrimp gumbo, chicken 
and sausage gumbo and shrimp creole along with 
bread, beverage and dessert. 

All you can eat $10 
Carry Outs $7

Children under 12 $4

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE? 
Retrouvaille is a program for married couples who feel 
bored, disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in their marriage. 
Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict 
in their relationship. Most don’t know how to change 
the  situation or even communicate with their spouse 
about it. This program has helped 10’s of 1000’s of 
couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For 
confidential information about or to register for the 
program beginning with a weekend on February 12-14, 
2016, call 1-877-922-HOPE (4673), email: centralwi@
retrouvaille.org or cwr.community@gmail.com or visit 
the website at www.HelpOurMarriage.com

At 5 PM Monday

Beef Tips & Gravy Over Noodles 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

ICE GRIPS FOR CANES 
It’s slippery out there this time of year! And navigating 
in the snow and ice can be treacherous, especially 
for anyone using a cane. The Ushers Club donated a 
bunch of ice grips for mounting on the bottom of canes 
to the Medical Ministry closet, and they are available 
for anyone who would like to put one on the bottom of 
their cane. If you or someone you know would benefit 
from this handy winter time accessory, please stop by 
the church office and we can get one for you to use!

THANK YOU!
Thank you all for your warm welcome! I am thoroughly 
enjoying working in the office and directing the choir.  
As you know, the choir occasionally does not sing on a 
Sunday morning, 
nor does it 
meet during the 
summer months. 
During those 
times, we love 
for people to 
step in and help 
us by sharing the 
talents God has 
given them. If 
you can help fill 
in those special 
times, there is a sign-up sheet on the kiosk in the Kuck 
Lounge with all the dates for which we need Special 
Music. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have 
any questions. I am in the church office Monday 
through Friday, 8 AM to Noon. Thank you, and God 
bless!  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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2015-2016 ENERGY ASSISTANCE
The Wisconsin Home 
Energy Assistance Program 
is now taking applications.  
The program runs until 
May 15, 2016, for this 
heating season, and eligibility 
is based on household size 
and gross income. Lincoln County 
residents can call 715-539-1344 for an appointment 
to see if they qualify for a one-time benefit to help 
with energy costs.  

THE RESULTS ARE IN! 
In December, we received the results from the 
congregational survey we took in September. There 
will be more to be said about this, but this month 
Church Council added a special meeting to just comb 
through the results, and they will also be adding an 
extra meeting next month, to thoroughly review and 
understand what the survey has to say to us. It has 
so far been very interesting. Once Council has gone 
through the whole survey, they will decide the next 
steps of how to get the congregation involved in what 
we’ve learned. There will be more to come, so stay 
tuned. If in the meantime you have any questions, 
please feel free to ask one of the pastors or a member 
of Council as they greet you each Sunday before 
worship. Great things lie ahead! 

8th Annual Merrill Artisans Showcase
Saturday, February 13

1:00-5:00 PM
In Assisi Hall at Bell Tower Residence

$5 Admission
Art show featuring the work of local artists in pottery, 
carving, painting, photography, fiber arts, and 
jewelry ... wine and cheese and other refreshments 
...  piano music on the Steinway Grand piano ... and 
the opportunity to participate in the on-site raffle of 
donated art work.

VOLUNTEER FOR MEALS ON WHEELS
How important is a nutritious hot meal and a smile 
from a friendly face? 

The Aging and Disability Resource Center of Central 
Wisconsin needs volunteers to deliver hot Meals on 
Wheels in the Merrill area. Volunteer daily, weekly, 
or even monthly as an individual. Or get a group 
of people together and Adopt-A-Route. Meals are 
delivered Monday-Friday from 10:45-11:45 AM. 
Mileage reimbursement is available. Call the ADRC-
CW at 715.536.0311 for more information.

OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

February 7, 14, 28 
March 6, 20, 27

Radio 
Call the Office 
April 17, 24 

May 1, 8, 22, 29

Coffee Hour 
February 28 

March 6, 20, 27 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

(It’s fun & easy... 
and we even provide instructions on  

how to make the coffee!)

SAVE THE DATE . .  

         Middle School Lock In
 February 26
 More info to be announced soon.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
Room to Grow

“Dress yourself with the Lord Jesus Christ, and don’t 
plan to indulge your selfish desires.” - Romans 13:14

As a boy, when I went shopping for clothes with my 
mother, she would always ask me to try on items that 
were about a size too large to fit me perfectly. If the 
jeans I tried on were a bit long, she considered them 
just right because they left me “room to grow.” Until 
I grew into them, I could fold the pant legs at the 
bottom—not much of a fashion statement, to be sure, 
but at least that way I wouldn’t need another pair of 
jeans quite so soon. 

Wearing clothes that don’t fit perfectly can make 
you look and feel foolish at times, but it is also a 
statement to the world that you intend and expect to 
continue growing. It is not a fashion statement. It is an 
aspirational statement. 

That is how I understand the Apostle Paul’s admonition 
to the Romans: “Dress yourself with the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” He is asking the Romans to assume some of 
the qualities of Christ, to wear them as they would a 
new set of clothes. 

That’s quite a charge. When I dress myself with Jesus, 
I can feel like that boy who is trying to wear an outfit 
that is at least a size too large. Not only do I feel 
awkward, I can even look a bit silly. 

Then I remember my mother insisting that it is 
important to leave “room to grow.” What causes me 
to trip all over myself today allows for the possibility 
for growth. I put on Jesus as I would a new and ill-
fitting outfit—in order that someday it might fit and 
be a fitting expression of whom I have become.

Prayer 

Thank you, Jesus, for leaving me room to grow. Now, 
please, provide the growth. Amen.

By Martin B. Copenhaver

MERRILL COMMUNITY WARMING CENTER
Location:  301 West Main Street, Merrill, WI
Open:  November 1 to April 1
Hours:  7:30 PM - 9:00 PM 
Guest Checkout:  7:30 AM 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT ...
Do you ever wonder where the homeless go when the 
warming centers and shelters close? Where do they 
spend their days?

BATTLING ADDICTION?
If you or someone you know is battling an addiction, 
you should know that two support groups meet here 
at St. Stephens. 
Narcotics Anonymous meets on Wednesdays at 6:30 
PM and offers an Open meeting. This means anyone 
who wants to learn more can attend.
Alcoholics Anonymous meets on Fridays at 12:00 
Noon and is a Closed meeting, meaning you must 
be someone who is personally seeking help for an 
addiction to attend.
Both groups meet in the meeting room (old office) on 
the back side of the Kuck Lounge kitchenette area.

WARMING CENTER NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
In the month of January, the Community Warming 
Center had six key volunteers step down due to family 
medical issues, job transfers, etc., putting a real strain 
on the Warming Center, which is open every night. 
We typically only have one or two guests per night. 
The Warming Center is running very smoothly, and 
we have not had any incidents of any sort. But we 
need YOUR Help. We need more volunteers! Help 
is welcome on any shift, but is particularly needed 
on the second and third shifts. Volunteers are needed 
for shifts every night: 1st Shift) 6:30 PM to 11 PM; 
2nd Shift) 11 PM to 4 AM; and 3rd Shift) 4 AM to 8 
AM. Volunteer training is available for all volunteers. 
Please call Barb Ziemer, Volunteer Coordinator, at 
715.218.0231 for more information.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Capital Improvement
 $55.00  in honor of our 55th Wedding Anniversary on February 4 from Donald & Mary Ann Forster

OCWM
 $10.00  in memory of Lois M. Severt from Gerald Oestreich

MEMORIALS

PALM BURNING at the McIntyres this Saturday, February 6:  5:00 - 8:00 PM
THIS SUNDAY, February 7:  Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service
Please remember to bring your Bibles

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 10:  Worship at 10:30 AM & 5:45 PM
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:  July 11-15

UPCOMING EVENTS

ASH WEDNESDAY is next week Wednesday ...
February 10

Join us for:
 10:30 AM Worship
 5:00 - 7:00 PM Lenten Soup Supper
 5:45 PM Worship
 6:35 PM Bible Study

. . .  and to dust you shall return . . .

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MEETING
Tuesday, February 9, at 6:30 PM there will be a 
meeting to discuss decorating for VBS. This year’s 
theme is:  “EGYPT, Joseph’s Journey from prison 
to palace.  “ We will view a short video to get our 
creative juices flowing and then talk about possible 
ideas for us to use. The meeting will be held in Sue 
       Catlin’s office. Contact Sue if you  
          have any questions.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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DID YOU PICK UP YOUR OFFERING ENVELOPES?
There are still some 2016 offering envelopes on the 
table in the Kuck lounge waiting to be picked up. If 
you haven’t already claimed your envelopes, please 
stop down to get them. We think we have many of the 
glitches with the new church management software 
system worked out, but if you do NOT find a box of 
envelopes with your name on them, or if you have not 
previously had envelopes but would like some now, 
please call the church office and we will get you a box 
right away.

WANT TO GIVE ONLINE?
ELECTRONIC GIVING IS COMING SOON!
Many of us check our accounts, pay our bills, and do 
our banking online. So why not make your church 
donations online? Many of you have been asking for 
this, and we’re excited to announce that this option 
will soon be a reality! After we get comfortable with 
the new church management software system, this 
will be the next thing we roll out!  Stay tuned for more 
information!  

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

Please bring your Bibles and smiles  
to Sunday School!! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

Lent begins with 2nd Annual
Palm Burning

Saturday, February 6, 5-8 PM
@ Home of Paula & Bill McIntyre

W3311 County Rd C
Palm burning is the ritual where we take the palms 

from last year’s Palm Sunday and burn them to 
create the ashes for this year’s Ash Wednesday 

(February 10). The evening will include a bonfire 
(yes, outdoors), a small worship where everyone 
will get the opportunity to burn palms, and chili 

and fellowship to follow. Please RSVP to the church 
office to give us a rough idea about chili quantity; 
otherwise, please join us for this meaningful ritual 
and time to gather to start the holy season of Lent.

All are invited.

FOOD PANTRY 
OFFERING

THIS SUNDAY

   Say It With 
   Flowers!
   Want to honor the memory 
   of a loved one?
   Or celebrate a happy event?

 
Why not say it with flowers ... on the altar, that is!
We are in need of sponsors to provide bouquets 
to go on the altar and beautify our worship space. 

What a beautiful offering!
Call or sign up in the office to sponsor flowers for a 

particular worship service.

Don’t Forget to Bring 
Your Offering for the 
Food Pantry This Sunday 
... in one of the new  
Blue Bags!
Haven’t had a chance 
to get yours yet? Don’t 
worry! Stop in the office 
to pick one up, or bring 
a donation in something 
else and pick up a blue 
bag for next month!

POWER HOUR
Wednesdays in Lent during worship.

Christian Ed for grades K - 5
This year’s theme: PRAYER

Gather in 2nd Floor Classroom, no earlier than 5:30!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7   
 
 Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

 Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service 

 “On the Mountain” Rev. Kyle Carnes

Our beloved choir will sing for us again this week.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Katke Family.

Radio Ministry is in memory of Phyllis Oestreich from Marilyn & Ewald Katke.

Flowers are unsponsored at the time of this printing.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner@Five 
 5:15 Executive Committee
 6:30 Church Council 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:30 Christian Ed Meeting

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10: 
 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 10:30 Worship 
 5:00 Soup Supper 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:35 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 
 3:00 Bell Tower Worship
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If you didn’t get a Blue Bag,  
you can still get one  

from the office. 
Remember to bring your  

Food Pantry Offering this Sunday!
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