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CHANGE AND CHILDREN
You know what people say about change, right? No one likes it. And for as far as that goes, I 
think it’s true. Change is an inconvenience. It almost always takes more effort than continuing 
to do the same thing. It’s more challenging than the status quo. So, often we’d rather stick 
with the things we know, and suffer our current anxiety, rather than withstand the spike of 
anxiety of trying what we don’t know. These are some good reasons to not like change, and 
I include myself in these. It also occurs to me that so often we get talking about change, and 
we get stuck on the idea of change, not real action. We hear talk of change, and the first thing 
that comes to mind is, “ugh, now what?” We’ve given up, before we’ve even started.

There’s another side to this, however. I also think most of us really do want change. I think 
most of us want change that we can see, and change that we can work towards and be a part 
of and believe in. Change that adds value, rather than takes it away. I think we resent change 
when we don’t feel a part of it. Most of us can feel that the world is not as it could be. Too 
much pain, too much hunger, too much suffering, too much anxiety, tension, and fear, and 
most of us would love to see less of these things – in a word: change.

A number of years ago, I attended a conference on the subject of something called Appreciative 
Inquiry. It’s a way of creating growth in an organization, by inquiring primarily about the 
organization’s current strengths. One thing that has always remained with me, is the idea 
that we are willing to change and grow and even take chances, as long as we have a sense of 
hope – even a glimmer – that what lies ahead is more valuable than where we are right now.

We all want change if it comes with the right motivation. Some people are more disposed 
to hoping for the future than others, and yet, cast a compelling enough vision and any of us 
can get geared up for change.

In November, on Stewardship Sunday, I suggested the time and energy and money we 
pledged and offer this year, is put towards the vision of doing what is necessary so that our 
children, grandchildren, and their children’s children can find a meaningful space in the life 
of St. Stephens UCC. This Sunday marks the beginning of our third year together, and I have 
become aware of the many people who hang just outside the active life of this church. Many 
of these people are your friends and family. What if we, when we talk about change here in 
church, we talk about it because we know that what we are currently doing is not meeting 
the needs of some people that are very close to us. And we want to do something about it – 
for their sake, and ours.

I believe it is possible to grow and have a sense of health in the life of this congregation that 
your friends and family, who aren’t currently active can find a place here to belong and be 
nurtured spiritually. I trust this is entirely possible. But we aren’t there yet, otherwise they’d 
already be here. It also won’t happen, if we tell them they have to conform to what we do 
already in order to belong. What could happen if we found out what people need and then 
addressed those needs? I feel the Spirit moving through that question. I’m talking about your 
friends and family, children and grandchildren. I don’t know the answers, so what if we start 
by asking what they need. Find someone who you think could benefit from belonging to a 
faith community (that’s everyone) and ask them, “what would you need in order to feel like 
you have a space at St. Stephens?” Then report back.

This could be change all of us could believe in.

See you Sunday,   

Kyle

mailto:kyle%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
mailto:missy%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
mailto:sue%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
mailto:tina%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
mailto:brian%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
mailto:interpreter%40ststephensucc.net?subject=
http://www.ucc.org/index.html
http://www.wcucc.org/
http://nwwaucc.org/
http://www.reverendfun.com/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://www.ststephensucc.net/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Stephens-United-Church-of-Christ/339748219443701


Jan. 20, 2016
Page 2THE INTERPRETER Saint STEPHENS 

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

SOCIAL EVENTS NEWS

St. Stephens will sponsor “Breaking Bread” the 
Community Dinner at the Eagles Club, on Thursday, 
January 21, at 4:30 PM. The menu will consist of hot 
turkey sandwiches, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
desserts, and beverages. 

We still need volunteers before, during and after the 
dinner to help with meal preparation, serving, clearing 
tables, and/or cleanup. 

We also need a few more volunteers to make bars 
for the dessert portion of the meal. Signup sheets are  
posted on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge. Please sign 
up if you can help! (Note: If you are making bars, they 
should be at the Church office by noon on the 21st). 
Cash donations are also accepted, as they will be used 
to offset the cost of the event. Those can be dropped 
off at the Church office.

Thank You,

The Social Events Committee

AUTHENTIC CREOLE FAT TUESDAY MEAL 
Tuesday, February 9

4:30 - 7:00 PM
Assisi Hall

Bell Tower Residence Assisted Living
1500 O’Day Street, Merrill

Holy Cross Sister John Marie Simien, originally from 
Louisiana,  will once again share her Creole roots 
through food at the Fat Tuesday Gumbo Supper. The 
menu includes chicken and shrimp gumbo, chicken 
and sausage gumbo and shrimp creole along with 
bread, beverage and dessert. 

All you can eat $10 
Carry Outs $7

Children under 12 $4

STRESS IN YOUR MARRIAGE? 
Retrouvaille is a program for married couples who 
feel bored, disillusioned, frustrated, or angry in 
their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others 
experience conflict in their relationship. Most don’t 
know how to change the  situation or even communicate 
with their spouse about it. This program has helped 
10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing difficulties in 
their marriage. For confidential information about or 
to register for the program beginning with a weekend 
on February 12-14, 2016, call 1-877-922-HOPE 
(4673), email: centralwi@retrouvaille.org or cwr.
community@gmail.com or visit the website at www.
HelpOurMarriage.com

At 5 PM Monday

Baked Chicken 
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 
Dessert and Beverages

ICE GRIPS FOR CANES 
It’s slippery out there this time of year! And navigating 
in the snow and ice can be treacherous, especially 
for anyone using a cane. The Ushers Club donated 
a bunch of ice grips for mounting on the bottom of 
canes to the Medical Ministry closet, and they are 
available for anyone who would like to put one on 
the bottom of their cane. If you or someone you know 
would benefit from this handy winter time accessory, 
please stop by the church office and we can get one 
for you to use!

YOUTH ROOM RENOVATION
Want to share your ideas for renovation of the youth 
room? Shelly Burnett is organizing a meeting to get 
this moving! Ideas and helpers will be needed to 
get the ball rolling and create an awesome space for 
youth to congregate! All youth in grades 6-12 are 
invited to come and participate. 

Sunday, January 24, 2016, at 9:00 AM  
Third Floor Classroom 

Any questions, please email Shelly at shelly54452@
hotmail.com or call at 536-6191.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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St. Stephens Scrip
LOCAL BUSINESSES PARTICIPATE IN SCRIP 
WITHOUT ACTUAL CARDS, TOO
Generally speaking, the Scrip program revolves around 
the purchase of Scrip cards and certificates as outlined 
in last week’s Interpreter, cards that the church is able 
to purchase at a discount, resulting in a profit for the 
church.

But there are several local businesses that participate in 
the Scrip program a bit differently, and in a simpler way, 
actually. When you make a purchase of $100 or more, 
and pay by either cash or check, at Hargrave Appliance, 
Miller Furniture, Merrill Radio Shack, and/or  VIP Office 
Products, just mention the Scrip program and that you 
belong to St. Stephens, and these merchants will send 
us a check for a percentage of your purchase to be 
deposited into our Scrip account! So easy!

That’s how the church makes even more money on the 
Scrip program and it doesn’t cost you a thing! So if 
you’re in the market for new appliances, new furniture, 
or a big order of office supplies or electronic gadgets 
from Radio Shack, don’t forget to pay by cash or check 
and mention Scrip at the check out!

THIS SUNDAY, January 20:  Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service
Please remember to bring your Bibles

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall

ASH WEDNESDAY is February 10, 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, January 21
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

SOCIAL EVENT ACTIVITY IN FEBRUARY
Swimming at the AmericInn

Sunday, February 21
1:00 PM-4:00 PM

PINE CREST WORSHIP 
The January Pine Crest worship will be held Thursday, 
January 28, at 2:00 PM.  Members scheduled to assist 
residents to the service are Kathy Case, Linda Hass, 
and Penny Hommerding. Rev. Missy Holdorf will lead 
the worship, and Darlene Johnson is the pianist. 

Who: Middle School Youth
What: Bowling Party, Hanging Out, 
 Eating Good Food
When:  Sunday, January 31, Noon-2
Why:  Because we wanna have fun!
Where:  Les and Jim’s
Sign up in the church office if you want to attend!
Cost is $5.  Bring your money with you on January 31!

MENTION SCRIP
For purchases by cash or check of $100 or more from:

Hargrave Appliance ~ Miller Furniture - Merrill Radio Shack ~ VIP Office Products

MERRILL COMMUNITY WARMING CENTER
Location:  301 West Main Street, Merrill, WI
Open:  November 1 to April 1
Hours:  7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Guest Checkout 7:30 AM 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 31 
February 7, 14, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

March 20 
April 10, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
January 31 

February 14, 21, 28 
Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

FEED YOUR SPIRIT . . .
The Reluctant Giver

“Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” - 2 Corinthians 9:7

The little boy, for whom the words “tow-headed” 
seemed to have been invented, eagerly ran to the 
front of the church for the children’s message.  As 
they had many times before, most of the children put 
coins into a basket placed in the aisle along the way.  
The tow-head ran to the basket and threw two coins 
in with his right hand.  Then he turned back toward 
the congregation, showed his mother his left hand 
and declared in a flamboyant stage whisper:  “I’m just 
gonna keep this one.”   The tow-head’s mother waved 
him over and their heads bent together.  After a short 
exchange, the tow-head trudged back and placed the 
last coin in the basket.  After that, he joined the other 
kids in the circle.  The coin seemingly forgotten, he 
sang as joyfully and as loudly as any of them.  

All due respect to the Apostle Paul, but I just don’t 
agree with him. If I waited until my mind was made 
up to be generous…Good Lord! Who knows how 
long it would be until I gave with both hands?  Instead, 
I pray that God loves those of us who sometimes give 
only under compulsion. Those of us who, coming 
upon the basket, the envelope or the cup held out 
in a dirty hand, pause for a moment and confer with 
their Mother.  Those of us who sometimes have to be 
nudged into giving.  Those of us who, having given at 
last, join the circle of voices with as much cheer as 
those for whom generosity comes more easily. 

Prayer 

Mother, Thank you for your whispers of encouragement. 
And thank you, too, for the invitation to join the circle 
of singing voices, even when we our giving comes 
with reluctance.  Amen.

By Jennifer Garrison Brownell

Donating blood saves lives! Thank you to these 
“heroes next door” for donating blood!
 Dennis Ristau
 Philip Knospe
 Edgar L. Oestreich
 Bill Weber
 Diana Catlin
 Jeffrey Forster
 Rich Grefe
 Wayne Krueger
 Bryan Plautz

Joan Schiller
Kory Waldburger
Cliff Williams
Jeff Anderson
Karen Rajek
Wayne Karpenske
Jeff Kraft
Susan Kraft
Dennis Koehler

DO YOU LIKE 
TO BAKE?

The Social Events 
Committee is 
looking for some 
volunteers to 
make desserts for the January 21 “Breaking Bread” 
Community Dinner at the Eagles Club. If you would 
like to donate a dessert, or make a donation, please 
sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.

LIKE us on Facebook!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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THE BLUE BAGS

I’m not for sure how long it’s been our practice to bring donations 
for the Food Pantry on the first Sunday of the month, but I know 
that it’s been for more than the two years we’ve been together. As 
I mentioned on Christmas Eve as we took a special offering for the 
food pantry, Church Council and I would like to strengthen our 
relationship with the Merrill Community Food Pantry, which was 
birthed in our building. One of the ways we are going to do this is 
by doing more to highlight our First Sunday collection of food and 
other necessities for our neighbors in need. Next Sunday, January 
31, you will see blue reusable bags all around the church and the 
sanctuary. On the bag is printed, “Merrill Community Food Pantry 
Donation.” As you might imagine, these are going to be used to 
help us step up our contributions each month.

Beginning next week, we will have the blue bags out on the last 
Sunday of the month (sometimes the fourth, sometimes the fifth 
Sunday) in preparation for our collection the following Sunday. 
Here’s how this will work: on the last Sunday of the month, come 
to worship and take a “Blue Bag” home with you (you can pick 
up a blue bag in the office, as well, if you like). Fill the blue bag with grocery or other personal need items during 
the week. Bring the blue bag to church with you on the first Sunday. We will bless the blue bags, their contents, 
and those who brought them during worship, as a part of our offering, and deliver them to the food pantry on 
Monday morning.

You can leave your full blue bags in the narthex (that space between the outside doors and the doors to the 
sanctuary), and the ushers will bring them forward with the offering. Each month we will put out 50 blue bags 
on the last Sunday of the month. Of course, you can still bring donations without the blue bags. The blue bags 
are intended to be a concrete reminder of the monthly collection. If all the blue bags are claimed before you get 
one, we’ll have more in the office so you can still get one if you’d like. No one is expected to take home a blue 
bag every month. And there is no expectation that the bag should come back “full.” We trust your faithfulness in 
bringing in even one tube of toothpaste, package of toilet paper, or box of macaroni and cheese! Every bit makes 
a difference!

We have an average attendance of 230 throughout the year. This means that if you were to take a blue bag home 
with you every 4-5 months, all 50 bags should easily come back each month, without any undue burden on 
anyone. In fact, if all 528 of our families who gave financially last year, took a turn, that would mean once a year, 
or every 10 months, for each family. What a difference this could make! Think of the impact we could make on 
our community! 

We currently have around 10 donations a month for the food pantry. Won’t you join with me to step up our 
commitment to and relationship with this crucial ministry in the life of our community! Look for the blue bags to 
show up for the first time on the 31st! Plan to be among the first to participate in this new project and great things 
will happen!

Rev. Carnes

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING UPDATE!
Our Christmas Eve offering, the sum of both loose offerings and offering envelopes, as of 
December 31, 2015, totalled: $7,855.91. The total collected will ALL be sent to the Merrill 
Food Pantry! What an awesome way to be the hands of God in a concrete, tangible way in 
our community! Thank you all for rising to the Christmas Eve challenge!  

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Remember: SCRIP  
costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

NEW CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS
Church Council has elected their officers for 2016: 

 Jennifer Porath, President

 Bill McIntyre, Vice-President

 Terry Krueger, Secretary

 Kenyon Golisch, Treasurer

Please feel to reach out to them and other Council 
members at anytime. They’d love to hear from you.

Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $5.00 in memory of Bernice Knospe from Lois Wold
 $20.00 in memory of Bernice Knospe from Lynn Henrich
 $10.00 in memory of Carl Frick from Lavern Sabatke & Diane Huston
 $20.00 in memory of Raymond Schwartz, Sr., from Warren & Lois Latzig
 $25.00 in memory of Ray Schwartz from Dennis & Luann Grefe
 $50.00 in memory of Bernice Knospe from Marlene Colvin

Choir and Music
 $10.00 in memory of Mary Briggs from Edgar & Nila Oestreich

Radio Ministry
 $50.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from the Fraternal Order of Eagles Aerie 584
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Knospe from Neil Christensen
 $10.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Neil Christensen

MEMORIALS

THE RESULTS ARE IN! 
In December, we received the results from the congregational survey we took in September. There will be more 
to be said about this, but this week Church Council added a special meeting to just comb through the results. 
They will also be adding an extra meeting next month, as well, to thoroughly observe and understand what the 
survey has to say to us. It has so far been very interesting. Once Council has gone through the whole survey, they 
will decide the next steps of how to get the congregation involved in what we’ve learned. There will be more to 
come, so stay tuned. If in the meantime you have any questions, please feel free to ask one of the pastors or a 
member of Council as they greet you each Sunday before worship. Great things lie ahead! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
Offering envelopes for 2016 are on the tables in the 
Kuck lounge. Please stop down to pick yours up as 
soon as possible. If you do NOT find a box of envelopes 
with your name on them, please call the church office. 
We are moving to a new church management software 
system, and there are sure to be a few glitches along 
the way! We apologize for any inconvenience.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... COMING SOON!
Many of us check our accounts, pay our bills, and do 
our banking online. So why not make your church 
donations online? Many of you have been asking for 
this, and we’re excited to announce that this option will 
soon be a reality! 

Stay tuned for more information about how you 
can automate your regular donations with our new 
electronic giving program or make one-time offerings 
via electronic means, as well.  All this and MORE is 
coming in early 2016!

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

TODAY FOR TOMORROW LOAN PAID OFF! 
We did it! The loan we took out earlier this year to pay 
off the sound system and roof repairs that were part of 
the Today for Tomorrow campaign was paid off due 
to YOUR generosity! We are now once again officially 
debt-free as a church! What an incredible way to wrap 
up 2015! THANK YOU!!!

THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
The Merrill Food Pantry desperately needs more 
volunteers. Volunteers work from 10:00 AM to noon 
once a month. Call Lisa Carlson at 715.536.7538 if you 
can help. 

Please bring your Bibles and smiles  
to Sunday School!! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

ST. JOHN KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE
If your child will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 
2016, now is the time to start planning for Kindergarten! 
St. John Lutheran School will be holding a Kindergarten 
Open House on Tuesday, January 26 at 6 PM. Please 
join them for an overview of their Kindergarten Program 
and classroom, focusing on how St. John can meet your 
child’s spiritual needs as well as educational needs. 
Please R.S.V.P. to the school office by calling 715-536-
7264 or emailing schooloffice@stjohnmerrill.org.

DID YOU NOTICE?
The cross at the peak of the south side of our church 
building is now shining brightly again! New LED 
lighting replaced the old lights on the cross late last 
week. Thanks, Brian, for finding a vendor who could 
do this job and getting the work done! Many of us were 
missing the lit cross, and we are very happy to see it 
atop St. Stephens once again ... a beacon of welcome 
in our night sky! 

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/


THANK YOU!
from the
Merrill
Food

Pantry

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24:  
 
 Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

 Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service 

 “Something About Power” Rev. Kyle Carnes

Special Music this weekend is by Paula McIntyre.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by The Usher’s Club.

Radio Ministry is in memory of our son, Rick Vachavake, on his birthday 
from Ron & JoAnn Vachavake.

Flowers on the altar are in honor of the January birthdays of Amy and Alex 
Goetsch from Diane Goetsch, John Schewe, and Sara Zastrow.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, JANUARY 25 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner@Five
 6:00 Habitat for Humanity 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:30 Worship Committee

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:35 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 
 2:00 Pine Crest 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 6:00 Chimes 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30 
 12:30 Photography Class 
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