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No matter who you are or where you are 
on life’s journey, you’re welcome here.

Office Hours: Mon-Wed 8-4:30 | Thurs 8-3| Fri 8-4 
Rev. Kyle Carnes, Senior Minister | Rev. Missy Holdorf, Associate Minister

The Interpreter Saint Stephens 
United Church of Christ

903 E 2nd St 
Merrill WI 54452 

715-536-7322

Originally 
“The Bote”

ALIVE
As I mentioned on Sunday, I am extremely grateful for the continuing education time 
allotted for me. It is certainly a week away from the church, and yet, I am certain that the 
church gained more than it lost last week while I was in class. First I must mention that I 
am reminded again of the blessing of having another pastor on staff to share the ministry of 
this church. Last week was not a light week around here, and I am grateful for the abilities 
and pastoral presence of Rev. Holdorf. I am thankful that when I am away, I know that the 
church is in good hands with her at the helm. (This is a good time to remind everyone that 
when I am not in town, Rev. Holdorf has the responsibilities and authority of Head-of-Staff.)

I want to say frankly: continuing education is the best investment a church can make. And 
in this case, the only expense on our part was time, because the Pension Boards of the 
UCC covered the monetary expenses. Continuing education is time for renewal and also an 
opportunity to gain new knowledge and skills to be a better pastor that has a direct effect 
on the life and ministry of the church. I’ve come back with brand new ideas and material 

– and high quality material at that – about how we might continue to grow together as a 
congregation, and better serve our community around us.

I learned about a movement called Natural Church Development. It involves more than 
90,000 congregations worldwide, across 70 countries. I didn’t know anything about it until 
a few weeks ago when I received the homework to prepare for my week away. In many 
ways, Natural Church Development or NCD provides an entire way of doing church. And 
yet, there are a handful of key elements about NCD that I think help frame the larger 
movement.

One of the most important reminders I received last week is that “church” is not a thing. 
Church is neither an organization or an institution. It can behave like an institution, but 
church is first and foremost an organism. It’s something that is alive and lives by organic 
processes – life forces that are found throughout all of creation. Natural growth forces like 
multiplication and fruitfulness are everywhere in the natural world. For example: when 
plants and animals multiply they create more of themselves. If we applied the principle of 
multiplication to Bible studies for instance, then rather than a Bible study producing more 
knowledgeable members, which is what we commonly think, under the multiplication 
force found in nature, a Bible study would create more Bible studies. People would come 
and learn, not only about the Bible, but also how to lead their own Bible studies. This is just 
an ounce of what NCD suggests; there’s so much more for me to share.

I know I can get tripped up by different ideas about church growth. Yet, this week I was 
reminded again that plants and animals and organisms of all kinds grow when they’re 
healthy. Growth is a natural outcome of health. As we look into this new year, I hope 
we’ll consider what it means to be a healthy congregation. I want to thank you again for 
your investment into the ministry of St. Stephens through continuing education. And as we 
look to what comes next, I am encouraged by the motivation to be a healthy congregation 
learning from the natural world around us how we might live together in community.

Hope to see you Sunday as we talk about Jesus’ first miracle, turning water into wine at the 
Wedding at Cana.

Blessings,

Kyle
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PHOTOS!
We still have photographs in the office from 
Confirmation and Lifetouch awaiting pickup.  

SOCIAL EVENTS NEWS

St. Stephens will sponsor “Breaking Bread” the 
Community Dinner at the Eagles Club, on Thursday, 
January 21, at 4:30 PM. The menu will consist of hot 
turkey sandwiches, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
desserts, and beverages. 

If you are interested in participating in this worthwhile 
event, there are several ways you can help. We can 
always use volunteers before, during and after the 
dinner to help with meal preparation, serving, clearing 
tables, and/or cleanup. 

In addition, we are looking for volunteers to make 
bars for the dessert portion of the meal. Signup sheets 
will be posted in the Kuck Lounge for those that are 
interested in helping out by volunteering their time 
or baking talents. (Note: If you are making bars, they 
should be at the Church office by noon on the 21st). 
Cash donations are also accepted, as they will be used 
to offset the cost of the event. Those can be dropped 
off at the Church office.

Thank You,

The Social Events Committee

Merrill Area Meal Ministry
“Breaking Bread”

Thursday, January 21
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM

Eagles Club, 1205 Lake Street, Merrill

SOCIAL EVENT ACTIVITY IN FEBRUARY
Swimming at the AmericInn

Sunday, February 21
1:00 PM-4:00 PM

PHOTOGRAPHY CLASS - HOW TO TAKE BETTER 
PICTURES WITH YOUR DIGITAL CAMERA! 
Want to learn more about photography and how to 
take better pictures with the camera you have? This 
class will teach you how to use YOUR DSLR camera 
better and how to develop your photography skills to 
the next level! Classes run four consecutive Saturdays 
at 12:30 PM here in the first floor meeting room at 
the church, starting this Saturday, January 16. Cost 
is $80 for the course and pre-registration is required. 
Call Tina L. Scott at 715.212.0767 after 4:30 for more 
information or to get registered. This is a hands-on 
class, so plan to bring your camera, manual, and 
accessories with you. 

PINE CREST WORSHIP 
The January Pine Crest worship will be held 
Thursday, January 28, at 2:00 PM.  Members 
scheduled to assist residents to the service are Kathy 
Case, Linda Hass, and Penny Hommerding. Rev. 
Missy Holdorf will lead the worship, and Darlene 
Johnson is the pianist. 

Who: Middle School Youth
What: Bowling Party, Hanging Out, 
 Eating Good Food
When:  Sunday Jan 31st Noon-2
Why:  Because we wanna have fun!
Where:  Les and Jim’s
Sign up in the church office if you want to attend!
Cost is $5.  Bring your money with you on January 31!
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Cards Always Available:

 Ace Hardware Chips
 Dave’s County Market First Street Coffee
 Los Mezcales Pine Ridge Restaurant
 Kwik Trip Piggly Wiggly
 Pine Ridge Mobil Shell
 Walgreens Walmart
 Fleet Farm

St. Stephens Scrip

Cards To Special Order:

 American Eagle Claire’s
 Barnes & Noble Dress Barn
 Bath & Body Works Dunham’s Sports
 Bed Bath & Beyond Gander Mountain
 Best Buy Gordmans
 Buckle Hallmark
 Buffalo Wild Wings Kohls
 Children’s Place Maurices

And many more!

SCRIP ... HOW EXACTLY DOES THIS WORK
If you don’t understand Scrip or haven’t purchased it 
before, it’s easy to think there’s a catch. Why should 
you buy Scrip? How does our church earn money 
from it? Does it cost you something to participate? In a 
nutshell, no, it doesn’t cost you a dime!

Here’s how it works. Let’s say you want to purchase 
$50 in Kwik Trip Scrip so you can fill up your truck 
with gas this weekend. You go to the Scrip table and, in 
return for your $50, you receive a $50 Kwik Trip card 
(or two $25 cards) which are actually gift cards exactly 
like the ones you can purchase from Kwik Trip.

But the great part is, through the Scrip program, those 
$50 gift cards only cost the church $45.50. That means 
we immediately have a profit to the church of $4.50! 
Kwik Trip gives us a 9% discount through the Scrip 
program.

Different vendors offer different discounts, ranging 
from 1.5% all the way up to 25%. (Chips restaurant 
locally gives us a 25% discount, so buy lots of Chips 
Scrip and eat lots of charbroiled burgers!)

That’s how the church makes money on the Scrip 
program and it doesn’t cost you a thing! So why not 
participate? All it takes is a little pre-planning and you 
can use Scrip for everything from gas to shoes to going 
out to eat.

THIS SUNDAY, January 17:  Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM
Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service
Please remember to bring your Bibles

ADULT BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays 6:35-7:45 PM, following 5:45 PM worship
DINNER @ FIVE Every Monday at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall

ASH WEDNESDAY is February 10, 2016

UPCOMING EVENTS

WE ARE IN NEED OF ...
Clean, empty containers such as those from Cool 
Whip, cottage cheese, and deli purchases. If you 
have extra containers to donate, please bring them 
to the church office. Thank you!

A BIG THANK YOU TO CHURCH MUTUAL 
EMPLOYEES
St. Stephens received a $500 donation from the 
employees of Church Mutual Insurance Company 
and the Christmas Is Committee for Dinner @ Five, 
A Community Table at St. Stephens. 
Church Mutual employees raised over $14,000 
during 2015 from bake sales, raffles, and employees 
paying to wear jeans on Fridays, and they opted to 
give this back to their community. 
We are truly grateful for this generous support 
of Dinner @ Five! Thank you, Church Mutual 
employees!

Eagles Pancake Breakfast
January 17

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Regular & Potato Pancakes

Merrill Eagles Club
1205 Lake Street

Adults $7
Children 6-10 $3.50
Age 5 & Under Free

Proceeds will benefit 
Steve Steger to help 
defray medical costs.
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OPEN SPONSORSHIP DATES

Flowers 
Sign up in Office 

January 31 
February 7, 14, 28

Radio 
Call the Office 

March 20 
April 10, 17, 24

Coffee Hour 
January 24, 31 

February 14, 21, 28 

PLEDGE CARDS and 
TIME AND TALENT CARDS

Thank you to those who have already turned in your 
pledge cards. It truly makes a difference. We have 
already received 101 cards, surpassing last year’s total. 
Only 30 more to meet our goal. There is still time. We 
ask that everyone give strong consideration to making 
a pledge of time and talent, and financial resources 
before the end of the year.

Pledges are simply what you believe you can faithfully 
be able to contribute to the life and ministry of our 
church this year. It can be changed anytime. This 
helps put us on a path of knowing how to budget in 
the future and is a great personal spiritual practice. 
Last year, we had 98 pledges or 18% of the total 526 
giving units. This year our goal is to have 25% of our 
offerings pledged, or 131 pledge cards submitted. Will 
you consider doing your part to help us meet this 
goal? Thanks for all that you do and your continued 
faithfulness!

Please remember to bring your  
Bibles to Sunday School!! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL
NOTES

HAVE IRON, 
WILL TRAVEL?

Brian is in need of some 
volunteers willing to come 
with their irons to help 
clean the wax off the fabric 
on the pews.  If you can 
help, please call Brian at 
the church! 715.536.7322

FEED YOUR SPIRIT
When Cells Differentiate— 

“And just as I gave you the green plants, I give you 
everything.” - Genesis 9:3

If you watch a time lapse video of a sunflower, you can 
watch months of growth in just a few moments. It’s 
beautiful and poignant, to see the tiny seeds take shape, 
in fast forward.  

You see the seed, the tiny leaves, then stalks, the bigger 
leaves, more leaves from leaves, and eventually a 
flower emerges, with petals. The petals change color 
from green to the bright yellow that give the flower its 
name. Instant sunflower!  

But consider this amazing fact about the sunflower. At 
the beginning, all the cells are the same.  Later, they 
grow into different kinds of cells. Some become cells 
that will become leaves. Others will bring the yellow 
to the petals. Others will shape the strong stalk. But 
creation begins with a bunch of identical cells. 

Cells differentiate, just like people do.  At the beginning, 
we’re a bunch of identical cells that differentiate to 
become different parts of the human body. But along 
the way, people differentiate. We grow up to look 
different, to do different things. We might seem like we 
have nothing to do with each other.    

But God’s creation story is like time lapse photography. 
When you watch the sunflower grow it becomes 
obvious that no piece is more important than any other. 
Particularly when the flower dies, only to return to seed 
and live again.  

Human beings all begin alike, as children of God. We 
differentiate, but the image of God is imprinted upon 
each cell. 

Prayer 

Dear God, between your image in me and my own 
uniqueness, it all comes from you. For every cell, I give 
you thanks. Amen. 

by Lillian Daniel

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Memorials will be printed with the dollar figures shown unless otherwise specified.

Memorial
 $10.00 in memory of Bernice Knospe from Dorothy Berndt
 $10.00  in memory of Carl Frick from Ruth Buck
 $5.00  in memory of Bernice Knospe from Ruth Buck
 $20.00  in loving memory of my brother, Jeff Radke, from Linda Haas
 $25.00 in memory of Peggy Swanson from Ewald & Marilyn Katke
 $25.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Randy Perry
 $10.00 in memory of Carl Frick from Elgart & Miriam Salefske
 $20.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Randy & Vivian Schlueter
 $20.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Mike & Glynis Schroeder
 $25.00 in memory of Carl Frick from Susan Wendt
 $20.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Eleanor Fehlberg

Radio
 $20.00 in memory of Peggy Gibson from Lowell & Marie Steffenhagen
 $190.00 in memory of Carl Frick in remembrance of the anniversary of Carl & PeeWee Frick on 
  August 27 from Friends
 $190.00 in memory of Carl Frick on Easter and in remembrance of his March 3 birthday from his 
  wife, Pee Wee
 $190.00  in memory of Leo Fehlberg, “Dad, Grandpa, & Great Grandpa” from Sandy & Scott Gipple

Music and Choir
 $20.00 in memory of Carl Frick from William & Charmaine Storm

Capital Improvement
 $10.00  in memory of Walter Berndt for his birthday from Gary & Jill Mosser
 $10.00  in memory of Peggy Gibson from Jill Mosser
 $10.00  in memory of Carl Frick from Gerald Oestreich
 $25.00  in memory of Raymond Schwartz, Sr., from Carol & Bill Weber

Anniversary
 $10.00  in memory of Bernice Knospe from Gerald Oestreich
 $10.00  in memory of Bernice Knospe from Phyllis Wendland
 $20.00  in memory of Peg Gibson from Melita & Roland Hall

MEMORIALS

NEW CHURCH COUNCIL OFFICERS
Church Council has elected their officers for the 
year of 2016. 

Jennifer Porath, President

Bill McIntyre, Vice-President

Terry Krueger, Secretary

Kenyon Golisch, Treasurer

Please feel to reach out to them and other Council 
members at anytime. They’d love to hear from you.

ST. JOHN KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE
If your child will be 5 years old on or before 
September 1, 2016, now is the time to start 
planning for Kindergarten! St. John Lutheran School 
will be holding a Kindergarten Open House on 
Tuesday, January 26 at 6 PM. Please join them for 
an overview of their Kindergarten Program and 
classroom, focusing on how St. John can meet your 
child’s spiritual needs as well as educational needs. 
Please R.S.V.P. to the school office by calling 715-
536-7264 or emailing schooloffice@stjohnmerrill.org.

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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Remember: SCRIP  
costs you NOTHING  

to use in place of cash!

DO YOU LIKE 
TO BAKE?

The Social Events 
Committee is 
looking for some 
volunteers to 
make desserts for the January 21 “Breaking Bread” 
Community Dinner at the Eagles Club. If you would 
like to donate a dessert, or make a donation, please 
sign up on the kiosk in the Kuck Lounge.

CHURCH DATA MANAGEMENT TRANSITION

During 2015, a great deal of my time was spent 
reconciling accounts and updating the financial 
records of St. Stephens so that we could all move 
forward in confidence that reports were accurate, the 
numbers made sense, and we could rely on the data in 
making day-to-day and future financial decisions. By 
year end, that goal was met!

Last summer, membership data printouts were sent 
out to the congregation by mail to try to get our 
membership database in similar good shape. 

During the course of this process, we discovered 
significant problems with the software we were 
using to manage our church’s member records. 
The software was behind the times and numerous 
inaccuracies and inconsistencies were discovered. Not 
to mention, recent changes by the manufacturer made 
it cumbersome and unproductive to use. 

Church Council honored the recommendation to 
replace the existing software system with something 
more reliable and efficient. 

The Church Management System we selected is a 
product called ACS Technologies. This system is a 
robust group of software programs that integrate to 
manage all of our church data ... the membership 
database, contributions, and all of our financial records. 
In addition, it has the capacity to grow with our 
church and to greatly improve productivity and, due 
to the accuracy and expansive nature of this software, 
generate reports that enable us to confidently make 
decisions and move forward with the mission work of 
St. Stephens rather than continually questioning the 

data itself. Further, it offers additional capabilities we 
can begin to explore for the future.

At the very end of 2015, I began trying to integrate 
our current data from the old system with the new 
software. I generated the labels for the contribution 
envelopes from the new software. Clearly, this will 
be a huge learning process. The software did not 
generate labels for all contributors and I had to 
manually assign giver numbers and envelopes to 
those missed. I am continuing to do this. Refining this 
process is a part of the process I will complete as I 
learn a brand new system and, in turn, train others 
how to use it once I am comfortable with it.

As we begin 2016, I am faced with the somewhat 
daunting task of setting up our entire financial system 
in this new system. This will be a time-consuming, 
tedious, and I am sure, at times, frustrating process. 
Time is of the essence to get the system up and running 
so that it is functional and then to begin the process 
of ensuring the data imported and/or entered into the 
new system is accurate. I ask you to please extend 
your patience to me during this time of transition.

My goal is to have 2015 contribution statements ready 
by the end of January. 

Almost certainly within the next month or two, I will 
be generating yet another congregational mailing to 
ask you to review and verify the data we have in our 
database for you and your family members ... and, in 
fact, to add more information so that we can ensure 
complete and accurate records moving forward. 
A great deal of my time will be spent structuring the 
system to work well with our church, entering and/
or verifying data, and training to learn this system. At 
the moment, it seems just a little bit overwhelming, 
but I am confident that once I complete this learning 
curve, this change will be a tremendous positive for 
St. Stephens! I will continue to update you as this 
process moves forward.

Tina L. Scott | Business Manager

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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GUITAR LESSONS
Cost: $20 for the total course (eight lessons!)
First lesson is on Thursday, January 28, at 6:00 PM and 
lasts approximately 45 minutes per lesson. Lessons are 
held every other week for a span of 16 weeks.
Ages 10 to 100 welcome!
EQUIPMENT: Each student must have a “playable guitar” 
with relatively new strings and a “Snark” electric guitar 
tuner ($15). A reasonable Fender acoustic guitar from 
Jerry’s Music will cost around $250. (A Fender model 
CD60 is one recommendation and comes in different 
colors and with or without electronics.)
Sign up for lessons on the kiosk in the Kuck lounge!
If you have any questions, contact John Heckendorf at 
715.536.7748.

OFFERING ENVELOPES ARE HERE
Offering envelopes for 2016 are on the tables in the 
Kuck lounge. Please stop down to pick yours up as 
soon as possible. If you do NOT find a box of envelopes 
with your name on them, please call the church office. 
We are moving to a new church management software 
system, and there are sure to be a few glitches along 
the way! We apologize for any inconvenience.

ELECTRONIC GIVING ... COMING SOON!
Many of us check our accounts, pay our bills, and do 
our banking online. So why not make your church 
donations online? Many of you have been asking for 
this, and we’re excited to announce that this option 
will soon be a reality! 

Stay tuned for more information about how you 
can automate your regular donations with our new 
electronic giving program or make one-time offerings 
via electronic means, as well.  All this and MORE is 
coming in early 2016!

COFFEE HOUR SPONSORS NEEDED
Hosting a Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings is easy. 
Bring in some treats, make coffee, set a few things up 
and do a small amount of clean up. Can you help? 
In the past, a few families have decided to sponsor 
together. Fun! Sign up in the Kuck lounge.

TODAY FOR TOMORROW LOAN PAID OFF! 
We did it! The loan we took out earlier this year to pay 
off the sound system and roof repairs that were part of 
the Today for Tomorrow campaign was paid off due 
to YOUR generosity! We are now once again officially 
debt-free as a church! What an incredible way to wrap 
up 2015! THANK YOU!!!

At 5 PM Monday: January 18

Chili 
Hot Vegetable, Tossed Salad 

Dessert and Beverages

MERRILL COMMUNITY WARMING CENTER
Location:  301 West Main Street, Merrill, WI
Open:  November 1 to April 1
Hours:  7:30 PM - 9:00 PM, Guest Checkout 7:30 AM 

THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS VOLUNTEERS
The Merrill Food Pantry desperately needs more 
volunteers. Volunteers work from 10:00 AM to noon 
once a month. Call Lisa Carlson at 715.536.7538 if you 
can help. 

A NEW KIND OF 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

OFFERING

Watch next week’s Interpreter for the 
results of our special Christmas Eve 

offering! Thank You!

http://http://www.ststephensucc.net/
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SUNDAY, JANUARY 17:  

 

 Worship at 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

 Christian Education at 9:00 AM Service 

 “The First Miracle” Rev. Kyle Carnes

The Choir is singing this weekend.

Coffee Hour is sponsored by Bonnie Koelsch, Cheryl Kanitz, and Bobbie Bonnell..  

Radio Ministry is in memory of brother, Vernon Hopp, for his January 16th 
birthday from Phyllis Frederick.

Flowers on the altar are in memory of my mother, Doris Haas,  
on her birthday from Mari Nelson & Family.

For subscriptions,  
removals or changes of 
address: 715-536-7322 or  
interpreter@ststephensucc.net
E-MAIL PROVIDES THE BEST 
SERVICE.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

MONDAY, JANUARY 18 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 5:00 Dinner@Five 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 
 2:00 Jenny Towers 
 6:00 Zumba 
 6:00 Cub Scouts 
 6:30 Ushers Club

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 
 5:45 Worship 
 6:35 Bible Study 
 6:30 Choir 
 6:30 Narcotics Anonymous 
 (Open Meeting)

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 
 4:30 Aerobics 
 4:30 Social Events Committee 
 Sponsors Breaking Bread Meal  
 at the Eagles Club 
 6:00 Chimes 
 6:00 Show Choir Practice

FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 
 12:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 
 12:30 Photography Class 
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