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Plan for Re-Opening the Church
This proposal was constructed with http://www.wichurches.org/2020/04/23/returning-to-church/ as a resource. 

Phase 1 - Stay at Home Lifted    Date Effective: May 18, 2020
When the stay at home order has been lifted by the state, all nonessential staff who are currently 
working from their homes will return to work at the church with their regular scheduled hours. The 
wearing of masks is optional, but not required for staff.

Door #1 will no longer be permanently locked and the buzzer no longer used to let people in during 
normal church operation hours, except for after the church closes. Visitors are welcomed to stop by 
the church, appointments are encouraged, and are asked to keep within the proper social distancing 
guidelines. One or two volunteers for the office may be used as needed and willing.

Phase 2 - Opening to Church Committees  Date Effective: May 18, 2020
Upon council approval, all church committees, such as church council, may again begin meeting at the 
church for church business, mainitaining social gathering and distancing guidelines. Council asks that 
committees use the following spaces for meeting: the sanctuary, youth room, and fellowship hall. At this 
time, weddings and funerals may be held in the sanctuary again but must keep to social gathering size 
and social distancing guidelines.

Phase 3 - Opening the Church to Groups  Date Effective: TBD
Upon council approval, groups in the church, such as youth group, and in the community, such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous and Reboot, will be allowed access to the building once again and the groups 
may return to their regular schedules at thier own discretion.

Upon council approval, volunteers will be allowed access to the building. This means the counters, 
collaters, and any other church volunteers can resume their responsibilities.

Phase 4 - Opening for in-person Worship  Date Effective: TBD
Upon council approval, worship will resume with the members being allowed back into the sanctuary 
for worship on Wednesdays and Sundays. The sanctuary will also become available for funerals and 
weddings without restrictions on size.

**This phase cannot and will not take place until limits to social gathering size allow for everyone in the 
congregation to worship together

Phase 5 - Elements of Worship Return  Date Effective: TBD
Upon council approval, particular parts of worship may return to the Sunday liturgy, such as the Passing 
of Peace, choir practice and singing, passing the offering plate, and communion by intinction. Coffee 
Hour may also return at this time. It is at the council’s discretion to bring elements back as they see fit.


