
Teamwork takes attitude! 1 Corinthians 13

1 Corinthians 12:31 And yet I will show you the most 
excellent way.

SO we finish our teamwork makes the dream work series today 
by speaking about - what it takes to keep communities working! 
Teamwork needs the right attitude! We’ve looked at the fact that 
we are all arts of the body, with different gifts that we each 
depend on - but in the middle of this discussion Paul breaks into 
his teaching and highlights that even the most gifted need to 
have the right attitude - that there has to be cooperation and unity 
for the body to work - and that this takes the right attitude - it 
takes love! Paul says let me show you the most excellent way!

The bible tells us that God blesses unity - that where his people 
share their lives and work together in harmony - anything can 
happen - but for this to take place there has to be the right 
attitude - there has to be love!! All you need is love!

Paul gives perhaps the greatest description of love and how it 
impacts lives and the church - I want us to try and pull something 
from it today to help us understand that how we act and love 
makes such a difference in the church we belong to and in life:

Love is what brings credibility to our actions! - 1 Corinthians 
13:1-3 If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do 
not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging 
cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I 
give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 
hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. 

Our actions stand or fall on our attitude. Love brings 
credibility to our own name and to the Lord. Paul reminds us that 
you can do great exploits but that if you don’t love people it 



doesn’t matter! All our gifts are not much if the attitude is wrong! 
We know this is true don’t we - have you ever had  grumpy 
waiter - who doesn’t want to be there and isn’t enjoying serving 
you - you still get the food but it doesn’t feel the same! Attitude 
makes a difference! Teachers are the same - good delivery bad 
attitude! One inspires and helps the other just makes you 
endure! Pastors are the same - preach great words but not 
approachable! Love is what brings credibility to who we are and 
what we do. People  don’t care how much you know until they 
know how much you care!

	 We are never done in showing love! Romans 13:8-10 NIV 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt 
to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled 
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit 
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You 
shall not covet,” and whatever other command there may 
be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no harm to a neighbor. 
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.  I love that the 
continuing debt to love! We must feel like we’ve ever paid that - 
we get a bit like that don’t we - well I have shown them enough 
love - they can have some of my other attitudes!!!! But it is love 
that holds us together - it is speaking in love, acting in love, 
responding in love that enables the church to function! 
Ephesians 4:2–3 Be completely humble and gentle; be 
patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 
This verse gives us a clue to the power of love - bearing with 
each other in love! You don’t have to be around people long 
before you have an opportunity to bear with someone in love! 
But that is what it means to love - im going to overlook your 
weakness because I know I have my own! Im committed to love 
you! Because that is what I understand you have to do for me! 

	 This is what gives us credibility - do to others what you 
would have them do to you - its called love!! 

	  



Love has a different focus! - 1 Corinthians 13:4-6 Love is 
patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is 
not proud. It does not dishonour others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the 
truth. 

Secondly Paul reminds us that in loving one another we 
focus on different things in our relationships. Love fights the 
critical instincts of our nature. Love starts with honestly dealing 
with our own issues. It understands those things but refuses to 
treat people in that way. Lets listen to them:

- Love is patient - understands people make mistakes

- Love is kind - seeks the best for others

- Love does not envy - is happy for others not jealous

- Love does not boast - doesn’t need to be big

- Love is not proud - is humble

- Love does not dishonour others - doesn’t put others down to 

feel better about themselves 

- Love is not self-seeking - is not all about me

- Love is not easily angered - treats others with respect 

- Love keeps no record of wrongs - doesn’t hold things against 

- Love does not delight in evil - doesn’t gossip

- Love rejoices with the truth - tells the truth in love

	 Paul reminds us that loving others starts inside ourselves. 
Love isn’t about how other people behave but about how we 
behave! This is how we become like the Lord - Luke 6:35  But 
love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them 
without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward 
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, 
because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. So many 
people decide that others don’t deserve love because of who 
they are and what they’ve done - but the Scripture teaches us 
that we love others because of who we are and what we want to 
see happen in the world around us. We focus on our behaviour 
not others! 




Love works  for benefit of others -1 Corinthians 13:7 It always 
protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Thirdly I want to suggest that love is motivated by how 
others are impacted by our lives - John 3:16  For God so loved 
the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. Love 
works to benefit not simply itself but others - this is true within 
the church. Love understands that its not the individual parts 
that are most important but the body - the church. The Kingdom! 
Paul gives us 4 ways that love works for the benefit of others.

- Love protects others. When we decide to love others we also 

make a commitment to protect them. I don’t mean we stand 
guard over their lives, but that we understand that we won’t 
do anything that will cause them to become vulnerable or hurt. 
When you love someone you will carry the pain yourself rather 
than pass it on. 1 John 3:16 This is how we know what love 
is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to 
lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. Sometimes 
you don’t need that person to know all teethings that irritate 
you - you protect them with your love for them!


- Love trusts others. I sometimes say to the Lord, I wouldn’t 
trust me! I know my track record, I know I get fed up, I know 
what Im like - yet he trusts me to serve him and do his work! I 
get it wrong, he still trusts me. Love gives another chance, it 
choses to trust again, to give people another chance.


- Love hopes for the best for others. Love isn’t competitive, you 
can tell when you have jealousy and envy its hard to love. 
When other people are blessed and you find it hard to be 
pleased for them. Love is hopeful. to gives people an open 
warm nature that enables them to rejoice with this who rejoice 
and weep with those who weep - but yet be hopeful@


- Love perseveres with others - love is willing to do the hard 
yards! Love makes you turn up when everyone else has an 
excuse! Love causes you to keep going, love motivates and 
reminds you what really matters in life. Love keeps us together 
because we understand that we all make mistakes. Imagine if 
Jesus had given up when the disciples messed up - we 



wouldn’t have a church today. Love empowers us to keep 
going. This is how people make a difference because they are 
motivated by love! Always a reason to quit - love perseveres!


Love leaves a legacy - 1 Corinthians 13:13  And now these 
three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these 
is love. Finally love leaves a legacy in peoples lives. Paul 
reminds us that what we have and see is temporary, it will pass, 
we will pass - what remains is faith, hope and love and the 
greatest of these is love! 

	 When we lose somebody we love, they have gone 
physically but the love they had towards us, the way the treated 
us, the words they spoke, the moments we shared - love 
remains - people will forget many things about you but they will 
remember that you loved them. 

	 Our love towards one another expressed in so many 
actions and attitudes is what creates a legacy for others to enjoy 
and benefit from. People don’t grieve a great business man , but 
they do a father. People don’t miss your skill as much a they 
miss your friendship. 

	 Its love that remains, love is our greatest investment in 
peoples lives. 1 John 4:10–12 This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, 
we also ought to love one another.  No one has ever seen 
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love 
is made complete in us. 

The church thrives when we love one another, when we 
decide to invest our lives in giving of ourselves to those around 
us. When we decide to act in love, to speak in love, to respond 
in love - that is the legacy that we give to people, and to the 
church. 


So teamwork makes the dreamwork - but teamwork needs the 
right attitude it needs love:




- Love is what gives us credibility! - how is your credibility 
today?


- Love has a different focus - we start with ourselves not others

- Love works for the benefit of others - live for someone other 

than you!

- Love leaves a legacy - use your life to bless and serve others!


Discussion:


How can you strength your credibility with:

- your family?

- your friends?

- your colleagues?


How can you adjust your focus in dealing with others?


Can you think of people who have left a legacy of love in your 
life? What was it about their lives that you would like to emulate?



