
Teamwork makes the dream work!

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and 
each one of you is a part of it.

Colossians 1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church; 

This picture of the church as the body of Christ is full of meaning 
and significance for us who follow Jesus today. It is through being 
together as the body of Christ that we are able to serve the 
purposes of God. It is when our gifts and abilities combine that 
we have impact and significance as the people of God! 
Teamwork makes the dream work!

One of my favourite verses about the church unpacks this a little 
bit - Ephesians 3:10–11  His intent was that now, through the 
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11 
according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. This is Gods plan for his church, for his 
people, for us! That we should live with a sense of purpose and 
destiny in God. Our church exists to make known the wisdom 
and power of God to our world and the spiritual powers beyond.

Paul unpacks this theme here in 1 Corinthians 12 &13 and I want 
to try and apply what he is saying to our church and our lives 
over the next few weeks

God has made us different! - 1 Corinthians 12:15–17 Now if the 
foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong 
to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of 
the body. And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an 
eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason 
stop being part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the sense of hearing be? If the whole body 
were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? I don’t know 
if you have noticed but we are all different. I mean I don’t know if 
you ever sit in the shopping centre and watch people - we are all 



the same - two arms. legs, a nose, ears, eyes - the parts are the 
same but we are all different! Different sizes, colours, shapes, 
backgrounds but we are all the same! 

It is this diversity that Paul highlights, we are not the same, 
we are all different parts of the body of Christ, but we are all a 
part of the body! The church needs you because of you who are! 
You might feel different but that is okay, you are in good 
company, we are all different! 

Our differences are what enable the body to function 
effectively. The senses of the body rely on different parts and 
different systems. If the whole body were an eye, where would 
the sense of hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, 
where would the sense of smell be? It is our differences that 
multiply the gifts and abilities of the church. 

Imagine if everyone was a worship leader - sounds 
terrible, imagine if everyone was on the door welcoming, 
overwhelming, imagine if everyone wanted to prophesy - chaos! 
But God has made us different - Romans 12:6–8 If your gift is 
prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; if 
it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; if it is to 
encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then 
give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully. Being made different to one another 
means a couple of things to each one of us:
- we need one another to express the purpose of God
- we have to accept that not everyone is like us and that is good
The church thrives when all its parts do what they were created 
to do! We need the variety, the different focus and gifting. This 
means that no matter what we feel our part is, we have  place 
within the body of Christ! He has made us! You might feel the odd 
one out, but just maybe God has made you with all his handiwork 
to be you! Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

God has made us to contribute! - 1 Corinthians 12:18–19  But 
in fact God has placed the parts in the body, every one of 
them, just as he wanted them to be.  If they were all one part, 



where would the body be? Secondly it is important to 
understand that we all have a contribution to the body of Christ! 
God has placed you where he wants you - in other words he has 
thought about your contribution to the body. Whatever part he 
has made you reflects the designers intent. He sees where you 
can make a contribution and has placed you where you can 
make a difference for him. 

Paul is keen to help us understand that the part you play is 
significant in the plan and purpose of God. The body functions 
well because each part plays its work.

The fact is that churches only work when people play the 
part that God has given them. When people use their gifts and 
contribute what hey can with faith and consistently. When parts of 
the body stop contributing the whole body feels the effects. Ive 
had  sore arm for the last few months - body has had to 
compensate - doesn’t work so effectively! 

You have a contribution to make for the body of Christ. 
Ephesians 4:16  From him the whole body, joined and held 
together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its work. Each part does its 
work! One of the most signifiant contributions that you make in 
life is to the body of Christ! Whether you are a hand, an eye, an 
ear, a foot, a heart, a supporting ligament - the body needs your 
contribution to serve the Lord. 

This is an important truth to acknowledge today. Your 
fulfilment in Christian life comes through using what God has 
given you to serve others, to contribute to the kingdom of God 
here on earth. This service is how you use what God has given 
you. We will look at different gifts next week but the principle is 
the main thing to understand. Making a contribution to the body 
of Christ is what helps give life and meaning to being part of the 
church. It turns you from a spectator to a participator!  1 Peter 
4:10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms. Today people are asking more from church, we 
are becoming consumers rather than contributors! Im not saying 
that you shouldn’t expect church to provide good services, but to 
do that the church needs each part doing what the Lord has 



created it for! Ask yourself today, am I happy with my 
contribution? Am i doing what God has created me to do! Paul 
says think seriously and soberly about what God has created you 
to do and make a contribution. 

God has made us to belong!  - 1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you 
are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
Thirdly we have been made to belong. Each one of us is a part of 
the body of Christ. 
	 The picture of the body reminds us that we belong to the 
Lord and to one another! God has made a new creation of his 
people the church. He has joined us together! We share in the 
body of Christ! Christian life is not meant to be lived in isolation, 
we are part of the body. This has implications for us as we seek 
to live for Christ in the world. There is so much independence 
rather than interdependence! Paul puts it like this, 1 Corinthians 
12:15–16  Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a 
hand, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
reason stop being part of the body. You belong to the body, 
you find meaning in the body, you find life in the body. 

When we think about the body of Christ we can rejoice 
that all the parts are different yet they belong together. On their 
own they amount to nothing but together they become powerful 
and purposeful. Peter uses a different picture to highlight this 
belonging, 1 Peter 2:5  you also, like living stones, are being 
built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
The stones become when significant when they are fined 
together, when they find where they belong, when they are in 
contact with each other. This is true for the people of God, we are 
made to belong, to be together, 

It is this expression of our unity that brings blessing and 
power to the body of Christ. The power of belonging!  Psalm 
133:1–3 How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 
together in unity! …. For there the Lord bestows his blessing, 
even life forevermore. 

If God has made us to belong to the body then we have 
recognise that what that means for us. We need to see that we 



are joined together in Christ, 1 Corinthians 12:13 For we were 
all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether 
Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the 
one Spirit to drink. In Christ we have been joined together and 
belong to each other, that is  about scary isn’t it to our western 
mindset. We see the negatives not the positives - but it is 
amazing that God has joined us - we belong to each other. That 
brings a special connection with one another - we are a family, a 
community, a people joined together - 1 Corinthians 12:26 
26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is 
honoured, every part rejoices with it. This belonging brings 
connection and community. 
- we love one another
- we bear with one another
- we do good to one another
- we forgive one another
Belonging brings us into a special relationship with each other. 
Many people want to attend church but not belong - not Gods 
plan - he has joined you to the body to belong to it!

So you are the body of Christ and each one is a part of it!

God has made us different! - what is unique about the way God 
has made you?

God has made us to contribute! - how can you contribute to the 
purpose of God?

God has made us to belong! - what can you do to build up the 
body of Christ?

Teamwork makes the dream work! We are better together! 


