
 

 

“Direction and Purpose” 
Luke 5:1-11 

 
Main Point: As a disciple, Jesus is our direction, and his call is our purpose. 
 
Truths about our direction and purpose in Jesus: 
Jesus speaks publicly to all who press in to hear his Word (1-3). 
     Preaching and teaching the Word of God continued to be the priority of Jesus’ ministry here on earth, 
and his preaching and teaching was so different and powerful that many were drawn to him to hear what 
he had to say. On this occasion, the crowd was large and the setting by the lake side was likely noisy, so 
everyone pressed in to try to hear the Word of God that Jesus spoke. Undoubtedly, as the crowd 
pushed closer to Jesus, he was pushed closer-and-closer to the edge of the water. In order to give 
himself some room from the eager crowd, Jesus got into a boat to move away from the shore. From the 
boat, he then sat down and taught the Word of God to the people. Preaching was his priority, and in this 
moment in history, we’re reminded of the hunger in hearts for the truth of God’s Word. We’re also 
reminded of the graciousness of God in bringing his truth to the world. Still today, through the preaching 
and teaching of God’s Word, Jesus speaks publicly to all who press in to hear his Word. God still 
graciously speaks to those who listen. 

1. As you look at this picture of hunger for God’s Word, what need does the hunger reveal in the 
human heart? Do you remember when you first experienced hunger for God’s Word? Share your 
testimonies. Do you still have this hunger for the words of Jesus? Why, or why not? 

2. As you look at this picture of Jesus preaching and teaching God’s Word, what priority does it 
reveal in God’s grace towards his people? Why does God speak? Why does he speak to us? 
Why do we need the Word of God? 

3. Who do you need to invite to come to church in order to hear the Word of God publicly 
preached and taught? Pray for them, and make plans to invite them to church this week. 

 
Jesus speaks personally to reveal himself to those he calls (4-10a). 
     After Jesus had finished teaching the Word of God publicly, he turned his attention to speak privately 
to those who were in the boat with him. He directed his attention to Simon Peter, telling him to cast his 
nets back into the water. The command didn’t make any sense. They had fished the night before without 
catching anything! However, obeying Jesus, they finally acquiesced. Miraculously, their nets filled 
beyond their limit, and the boats were so overloaded that they actually began to sink! Simon Peter and 
the others immediately realized that this was an act of God. This catch wasn’t natural. It was 
supernatural. Simon expressed the terror that was in their hearts as they realized that they were in the 
presence of the power of God. Jesus revealed himself to Simon and his friends in a way they understood 
and in a way that helped them understand more fully who Jesus was. Today, Jesus still speaks 
personally to individuals. Through the Word of God, Jesus reveals the reality of who he is to the hearts of 
those he calls. 

1. After publicly teaching, Jesus turned his attention to speak privately with those in the boat. How 
did he call Simon Peter to trust his Word and to take a step of faith? What was the result of 
obeying the words of Jesus in faith? What can we learn from this pattern of responding by faith 
to the words of Jesus? 
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2. Is there something that Jesus, through his Word, is speaking to you about, calling you to obey? 
If so, what? Does it take faith to obey the words of Jesus? If so, why? Use Scripture and your 
testimonies to guide your discussion. 

3. Do you remember when the power of God in Christ was revealed to you? Was your reaction 
anything like Peter’s reaction? Why is fear often a part of encountering the Lord? Share your 
stories. 

4. Do you know someone who needs to see and hear the revelation of Jesus Christ our Lord? Pray 
for them, and pray that God would reveal himself to them in a way that they will understand and 
will bring them to their knees. 

 
Jesus is your direction and the one who gives purpose to your life (10a-11). 
     As God often did throughout the record of history in Scripture, Jesus encouraged Simon Peter and 
the others to not be afraid. He also gave Simon a new purpose in his life. Rather than fishing for fish in 
the lake, Simon would now fish for men! Like the miraculous catch that day, Simon also would have to 
depend on Jesus to make him a fisher of men. Simon Peter and the others clearly understood the call of 
Jesus. They left their jobs and everything they owned to start a new direction in their lives. The journey 
was unmapped. The destinations were unmarked. Yet, the direction was clear: Follow Jesus! For Simon, 
James, and John, Jesus became their direction that day. Where he went, they would go. In over 2,000 
years, following Jesus hasn’t changed. The journey is unmapped. The destinations are unmarked. Yet, 
the direction is clear: Follow Jesus! He is our direction each and every day. He is the ultimate destination 
that we are journeying toward. Following Jesus is also what gives purpose to our lives. It’s in his call that 
we find our identity. It’s in his call that we are empowered to fulfill our purpose for him. Follow Jesus! He 
is your direction and the one who gives purpose to your life. 

1. How did following Jesus impact the direction of Simon Peter’s life? How did it impact his job, 
where he lived, etc.? Does following Jesus impact the direction of your life? How does it impact 
your job choice, where you live, etc.? How should it? 

2. Jesus said that he would make Simon and the others fishers of men. How is this still connected 
to the call and purpose of all disciples of Jesus, including you and me today? Read Matthew 
28:16-20, and discuss. 

3. What is the Lord’s specific call in your life? Do you know? Share, and encourage one another by 
pointing out the spiritual gifts that you see in each other’s lives. 
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