
The Lord Who Serves?
John 13:1-20

Main Point: Servants of the Lord should serve one another in humility and love in the work of
leading others to Jesus.

Jesus set the bar for service in his kingdom (1-5).
- Even in the face of betrayal and death, Jesus continued to act in love (1-2).
- Even with all power and authority in his hand, Jesus continued to act in humility (3-5).

These introductory statements are incredibly important. They lay the foundation for the
significance of the lesson that Jesus is about to teach his disciples. Jesus knew that his days
on earth were coming to a close. He knew that it wouldn’t be long before he would be arrested,
beaten, and hung on a cross to die. He also knew that among his very group of disciples was a
traitor, who would soon betray him. Yet, Jesus continued to love. His focus was on the
disciples he loved. His love didn’t waiver and wasn’t overwhelmed by his troubles. Even in the
face of betrayal and death, Jesus continued to act in love. Adding to the weight of that
incredible reality, Jesus was the one who had all power and authority. He could have destroyed
his enemies. He could have eliminated the threat of his betrayer, but he didn’t . Even with all
power and authority in his hand, Jesus continued to act in humility. He set the bar for service in
his kingdom, and he did it because his disciples – then and today – needed to understand the
standard for service in the kingdom of King Jesus.

1. If you knew that there was someone who was focused on betraying you, what would
you do? If you knew that your time on earth was coming to an end because there were
those who wanted to kill you, what would you do? How would you feel towards those
people? What would you be focused on doing in the midst of that?

a. Apply the example of Jesus to what you should feel and do.
b. Can you think of any examples of anyone in the early church in the New

Testament who lived out this example of Jesus in John 13?
2. If you had power and authority over those who would betray you and threaten you,

would you use that power and authority to stop them? Why didn’t Jesus do that? How
is his example an example for us still today?

3. How does the background information (Jesus’ power and authority; his knowledge of
his coming betrayal and death) impact our view of the example Jesus gave us, which
set the bar for service in his kingdom?

Jesus isn’t focused on cleaning dirt from feet but on cleaning sin from lives (6-11).
- Jesus has the power to declare you clean (10).
- Jesus knows the reality of whether or not you are truly clean (10-11).

As Jesus washed the feet of his followers, Peter felt the same discomfort that the rest of
the disciples surely felt; however, in typical Peter fashion, he spoke up! He didn’t want Jesus to
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wash his feet, but when Jesus told him that Peter could have no part in him if he didn’t wash
his feet, Peter then wanted Jesus to wash his hands and head too! Washing the feet wasn’t the
point. Jesus made that clear in his response to Peter. The lesson Jesus was teaching wasn’t
about cleaning dirt from feet, it was about cleaning sin from lives. It was about the very work
that Jesus had come to do and was about to finally and completely accomplish on the cross.
As Jesus moved from the illustration of physical cleaning to the real point, he declared to Peter
that he was clean! Jesus wasn’t talking about his body but his soul, which becomes clear as
Jesus stated that not everyone in the room was clean. The one who wasn’t clean was in
reference to Judas, who would soon betray the Lord. In these statements are the powerful
truths that Jesus has the power to declare you clean and that Jesus knows the reality of
whether or not you are truly clean! This moment of foot washing now becomes more clear:
Jesus isn’t focused on cleaning dirt from feet but on cleaning sin from lives.

1. Can you imagine Jesus kneeling down before you, dressed as a servant, and using his
hands to wash your feet? How would that make you feel?

2. Why did Jesus say that Peter had to let him wash his feet if he wanted any share in
Christ? What did he mean?

3. Are you clean? Has Christ declared you clean through your submission to him in your
life? How do you know? If you don’t know, you can! Share with your group, and allow
your leader to share the gospel with you today and invite you to repent and believe.

Jesus calls us to follow his example as his servants and messengers (12-20).
- The call is to serve one another in love and humility (12-17).
- The focus is on leading people to faith in God through the Son of God (20).

The Lord wanted his disciples to understand the important lesson that he was teaching
them that day. Isn’t that good that God wants us to understand? Jesus then explained and
taught his disciples. The foot washing was an example for them to follow and not an ordinance
for them to institute. We know this because there’s no record in the New Testament of foot
washing being instituted and practiced again by the apostles. Unlike baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, footwashing was only an example to follow and not an ordinance to institute. What
was the example? Jesus made that clear as well. The call was to serve one another in love and
humility. As his servants and his messengers, they were not above their master. So if he could
act in love and humility in the face of betrayal and death, they must act in love and humility as
well. Why? As it was essential for the work of Christ then, so it is essential for the work of
Christ through his church now. Jesus’ purpose was the very purpose of God in salvation. Souls
aren’t saved by force and fighting. Hearts don’t come to repentance and faith by human power
and politics. God’s mission is the work of salvation in the world, and his mission isn’t
accomplished in the world’s way but in God’s way. Following Christ’s example doesn’t make
sense to the world and should look different from the world. This is the point of the lesson
which Christ makes clear in his final statement in verse 20: “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever
receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me.”

1. Are you following the example of Jesus as his servant and messenger? What are some
things the Lord has challenged or convicted you of through this lesson in John 13?

2. What does serving one another in love and humility look like in your small group? Thank
the Lord for the ways you see Christ through the lives of your brothers and sisters in
Christ? How can your small group continue to cultivate love and humility and continue
to extend it to others outside of your group?
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3. Are you focused on leading people to Jesus? Jesus is sending you! Have you thought
about that? You are sent, so that those who accept you (your message and faith in
Christ) are accepting Jesus, who is the only way to the Father!
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