
“Expressions of Worship: God’s Word”
Selected Passages

   Throughout Scripture, one thing that was consistent in the lives of God’s people was his Word. Through the 
spoken word, he created all things in heaven and on earth. Through the spoken word, he revealed himself and his 
purpose for his people throughout history. Through the spoken word, he gave Israel the Law. Through the spoken 
word, he called his people to covenant faithfulness through the prophets. Through Jesus, the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and through the spoken word, Jesus clarified the law and proclaimed the Kingdom of God. 
Through the spoken word, Jesus called sinners to repent and believe. Through the spoken word, Peter 
proclaimed the gospel and thousands came to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ at Pentecost! We could go on 
and on, but the point is clear. God’s Word has always been essential to God’s work in the world in the lives of his 
people. God hasn’t changed, and his Word is still essential to his work today. His Word is also integral to worship 
today. How do we know this is true? Because his Word clearly shows us through example and command that 
proclaiming and responding to the Word of God is an important expression in our worship of God.

Ways that worship is expressed:
Reading, explaining, and applying God’s Word is an important expression of worship when God’s people 
gather (Neh. 8:1-4, 8; Lk. 4:14-44; Acts 2:42, 5:42).
   In the Old Testament, great moments of revival among God’s people were often connected to beautiful 
moments of reading and teaching the Word of God to God’s people. There’s no better example of this than in 
Nehemiah 8, where Ezra gathered the leaders and God’s people, and God’s Word became the center of their 
attention. For hours, God’s Word was read and explained to God’s people. It was a worship service that was 
word-saturated, and it was needed. God’s people needed to know their God, and they needed to know what their 
God required of them. At the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, during the return of the Jews from exile, the structure of 
synagogue worship was developing. While the temple served as the place for sacrifices and national gathering, 
the synagogue served as the place of local, daily and weekly gathering for worship. By the time of Jesus, 
synagogues were common, and in synagogue worship, there was a significant focus on the reading and 
discussion of God’s Word. Jesus validated worship in the synagogues through his own participation in synagogue 
worship. The worship through the Word in synagogues became a focal point in the preaching and teaching 
ministry of Jesus. In his hometown, he was invited to read one of the Scripture readings for that day, and as 
tradition allowed, Jesus then followed the reading of the Scriptures by commenting on God’s Word. He explained 
the passage and applied the passage to his hearers. In the book of Acts, as the first church was started, the 
preaching and teaching of the Word is seen as central to the church as they gathered weekly and daily in homes 
to worship. What was consistent from Nehemiah to Jesus to the early church was reading, explaining, and 
applying God’s Word as a normal part of worship. God’s Word is an important element of worship when God’s 
people are gathered.
1. What impresses you most about the picture of the reading, explaining, and applying of God’s Word in 

Nehemiah 8? In what ways is the focus on the reading and hearing of God’s Word similar in our worship?
2. Looking at the Acts passages in context, what were the Apostle’s teachings? What is the difference between 

preaching and teaching the Word? How do we continue to do this today in the church?
3. What surprises you most about the Luke 4 passage? Why? Discuss how Jesus explained and applied the 

passage to the people in the synagogue.
4. How do we emphasize God’s Word in our worship gatherings each week? Is the Word read, explained, and 

applied? Using the passages above (or other passages), why is this important in our gathered worship?

Worship through the Word happens — or not — based on one’s response to the valid reading, explaining, 
and applying of God’s Word (Neh. 8:9-12; Lk. 4:14-44; Acts 2:43-47).
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   If we re-examine the pictures of God’s Word in worship in the lives of post-exilic Jews, in the life of Jesus in the 
synagogue, and in the life of the early church, it’s interesting to see that there are two basic ways to respond to 
the Word of God. One response is seen in Nehemiah and Acts. In both of these accounts, worship through the 
Word is emphasized in the gathering of God’s people, and in both accounts, as God’s Word is rightly read, 
explained, and applied, God’s people respond in worship! They heard the Word of God. They understood the 
Word of God, and they believed and accepted God’s Word in their lives. In the case of Nehemiah, God’s people 
understood how far they were from God’s design for his covenant nation, and they mourned and repented in 
response to this realization. Nehemiah and Ezra told them not to mourn but rather to rejoice for the wonderful 
grace of God that came to them through the Word. In the book of Acts, as God’s people heard the Word of God 
taught and preached, they responded in grateful obedience to the Word of God, which was seen in their 
generosity, unity, worship, ministry, and multiplication. In both cases, God reveals to us the essence of worship 
through the Word, which is faith and obedience to the Word in the life of the worshiper. However, there is another 
response to God’s Word when it’s rightly read, explained, and applied, and that response is rejection. In the 
synagogue in his hometown, Jesus correctly read, explained, and applied God’s Word, but the hearers would not 
accept the truth of God’s Word. They rejected Jesus and his message, and in fact, they desired to murder him for 
the truth that he proclaimed. When confronted with their sinful, hardened hearts, they rejected God’s Word rather 
than rejecting their sin. In this case, worship through the Word didn’t happen — at least the worship of God that 
he deserves! What these examples emphasize is that worship through the Word occurs when hearts are 
accepting and obediently responding to God’s Word in worship.
1. Examine the response of God’s people in Nehemiah 8. How did they initially respond to God’s Word? Why? 

How did Nehemiah and Ezra encourage them to change their response? Why? What do we learn from that?
2. Read Acts 2:43-47. How do you see the evidence of the words of Christ in the lives of Christ’s followers? How 

do we see that in our church — in your small group — today?
3. How did the people in the synagogue in Luke 4 react to God’s Word that Jesus read, explained, and applied? 

Do people still react like that today? Have you ever reacted like that to God’s convicting truth?
4. Do you know someone who is rejecting the Word of God? Take time to share and to pray for the individuals 

that you identified, asking the Lord to open their eyes and their hearts to his Word.

God’s Word is essential in gathered worship:
- It’s essential for salvation (Jn. 8:47, 51-52, 12:48, 17:20; Rom. 10:17);
- It’s essential for growth in Christ (Jn. 8:31, 47; 14:23; 15:3; 17:7; 2 Tim. 3:16; Heb. 4:12);
- It’s essential for the work of God’s leaders in the church (1 Tim. 3:2, 4:13; 2 Tim. 2:2, 4:2; Titus 1:9); and
- It’s essential for obedience to the Great Commission of Christ (Mt. 28:18-20).
   Finally, God’s Word provides ample evidence that the Word of God is essential when God’s people are gathered 
for worship. The essential nature of the Word is seen in many ways. Here are just a few examples of the ways 
that God’s Word is seen as essential for worship. First, God’s Word is essential for salvation! By God’s design, 
faith that leads to repentance and salvation comes through hearing the Word of God. Jesus himself emphasized 
this by stating clearly that rejection of the Word is rejection of the God of the Word. Salvation — eternal life — will 
only come to those who accept Christ and his Word. Second, God’s Word is essential for growth in Christ. 
Sanctification — growth in holiness in Christ — only comes through the work of the Word in the life of the 
worshiper. The Word of God is sufficient for this work and is necessary for this work. Third, God’s Word is 
essential for the work of God’s leaders in the church. The main, differentiating requirement between the elder and 
the deacon in the church is the ability to teach. Why? Because the work of the Word — teaching and preaching 
God’s Word — is essential to the task of of God’s leaders in the church. Fourth, God’s Word is essential for 
obedience to the Great Commission of Christ. The church is called to make disciples, and a necessary function of 
disciple making is teaching them to observe all that Christ commanded. To carry this commandment out, the 
church must teach and preach the Word of God! Putting all of this evidence together, it’s clear that God’s Word is 
essential in gathered worship in order to accomplish God’s work and his purpose through his people.
1. Why is God’s Word essential for salvation? Use the verses above and other verses to support your answers.
2. Why is God’s Word essential for growth in Christ? Use the verses above and other verses to support your 

answers.
3. Why is God’s Word essential for the work of God’s leaders in the church? Use the verses above and other 

verses to support your answers.
4. Why is God’s Word essential for obedience to the Great Commission of Christ? Use the verses above and 

other verses to support your answers.
5. How has this changed, reinforced, or encouraged your view of worship through the Word of God?
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