
“Expressions of Worship: Sacrifice and Offering”
Selected Passages

Ways that worship is expressed:
Sacrifice was a specific type of offering that was connected to atonement for sin (Gen. 3:21; Leviticus 1-7; 
Heb. 9:22, 10:1-14).
- Old Testament sacrifices were a constant reminder of sin and the need for forgiveness (Heb. 10:1-4).
- Jesus’ sacrifice was the final sacrifice that brings full forgiveness to those who believe (Heb. 10:10-14).
   After the sin of Adam and Eve, death entered into the world through the first animal that was killed. The animal 
was sacrificed because of the sin of Adam and Eve, and the skin of the animal was used to cover — literally and 
symbolically — the sin of Adam and Eve as their nakedness had been exposed and their hearts were filled with 
guilt and shame. While sacrifice in response to sin continued to be practiced by God’s people, it wasn’t until the 
Mosaic covenant and the various laws were established that the formal sacrificial system for Israel’s worship was 
established. In Leviticus 1-7, the Lord gave instructions for the various offerings and sacrifices that were provided 
as acceptable worship for his people. Of the five types of offerings and sacrifices, three were specifically 
connected to sin (the burnt offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering). What becomes clear from Genesis 3 to 
the giving of the law was that the penalty for sin was death and that the shedding of blood was required for 
forgiveness. Both of these truths are explicitly stated in the New Testament (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 9:22). What’s also 
clear was that the sacrifices in the Old Testament were never sufficient to remove the sins of God’s people. 
Sacrifices and offerings were continually offered, over-and-over again, pointing to the need for a better sacrifice. 
The sacrificial system revealed the hopeless sinfulness of man and cried out for a Savior to save us from our sin! 
Jesus was the spotless, sinless sacrificial lamb who died for the sins of God’s people! His sacrifice was once and 
for all. His sacrifice was final and complete, sufficiently atoning for the sin’s of God’s people and bringing complete 
and lasting forgiveness — perfecting “for all time” — to those who believe (Heb. 10:14).
1. What do these early pictures of sacrifice reveal about the seriousness of sin? Do you view sin this way?
2. Use the Holman Bible Dictionary to study the types of sacrifices and offerings that the Lord provided for in 

Leviticus 1-7: https://www.studylight.org/dictionaries/hbd/s/sacrifice-and-offering.html. What’s the difference in 
the burnt offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering? Why did God provide for these three? What are the 
other two offerings about? Why was sacrifice and offerings so important in Old Testament worship?

3. Why are sacrifices no longer required? Read the related passages in Hebrews 10 and discuss. Why is this 
such good news? Can you share this news with someone this week? Who, and when? Plan, and pray!

Sacrifice and offerings were also connected to gratefulness and obedience to God (Gen. 4:1-8, 8:20-22; 
22:5-12).
- Sacrifice and offerings were given in response to what God had given and done.
- God deserves the first and best of what we have been given.
   Immediately following the first sacrifice in connection to the sin of Adam and Eve, the sons of Adam and Eve are 
seen worshiping God through sacrifice and offerings. Cain brought an offering from the produce of his field, and 
Abel brought an offering through the sacrifice of the first and best of his flock. In both cases, what we learn is that 
sacrifice and offering was always intended to be a responsive act of worship. Cain and Abel were supposed to be 
responding to what God had given them through the act of giving back to God through the sacrifice and offering, 
which acknowledged and thanked the Lord for his provision and displayed faith in his future provision. This 
responsive nature of worship is quickly seen again in the life of Noah. When God delivered Noah and his family 
through the flood, the first thing that Noah did when he exited the Ark onto dry ground was to take some of the 
precious few animals from the Ark and to sacrifice them to the Lord! It was an extravagant sacrifice and offering 
that matched the extravagant grace of God in his salvation of the animals and Noah’s family through the flood. 
Finally, the most common Hebrew word for worship is first used in the Old Testament in connection to Abraham’s 
obedience in taking his only son Isaac to be sacrificed the Lord (Gen. 22:5). In this incredible response to the 
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Lord, Abraham displayed his faith in God and his trust in God’s promise for his son’s future, despite the seemingly 
contradictory command to sacrifice his only son. True worship in sacrifice and offering came from hearts that were 
responding in gratefulness and obedience to the Lord. Today, while sacrifices are no longer needed for our sin, 
the Lord still deserves our offerings in response to what he’s given and done, and in that, God deserves the very 
first and best of what he has given us in life.
1. In each of the example texts, how is worship — expressed in sacrifice and offering — responsive to God?
2. How do we continue to realize what God has given us and what God is doing? How do you cultivate this daily 

in your life? Is this revelation and response pattern something you experience often? Why, or why not?
3. Are you giving the Lord the very first and best of what he’s given to you? Share, and encourage one another.

Sacrifice and offerings were only acceptable if given from a heart of true worship (Gen. 4:1-8, 22:5-12; Is. 
1:10-17; Mt. 5:21-24; Mk. 12:41-44).
   In these early pictures of sacrifice and offering, the Lord gives us important insight into what makes a sacrifice 
or offering acceptable. In the case of Cain and Abel, there’s little explicit explanation of what made Abel’s offering 
acceptable and what made Cain’s unacceptable, but there is an implicit explanation given in the text, which points 
to two critical things. First, while Abel gave from the first and the very best of his flock, Cain simply gave from the 
produce of his field. There seems to an implication that while Abel’s offering required real sacrifice and displayed 
real faith and gratefulness, Cain’s did not. Secondly — and perhaps more importantly — what follows gives us 
clarity on the heart of Cain. Immediately, jealousy and hate filled Cain’s heart. His concern was more for his 
brother than for the Lord. The first problem related to his offering was connected to the more primary problem of 
his heart! In the case of Abraham, when God stopped him from sacrificing his son, the Lord declared, “...now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me” (Gen. 22:12). In other 
words, the heart of the act was what mattered most to the Lord rather than the act of sacrificing his son, which 
would not have been pleasing to God! During the time of the prophets, the Lord clearly articulated this truth 
through the prophet Isaiah when he told the people that their sacrifices and offerings were meaningless without 
hearts of true repentance and obedience, and in the New Testament, Jesus emphasized this same truth, 
expounding in various ways on the truth that for an offering to be acceptable to the Lord, the heart of the one 
making the offering must be acceptable to the Lord. Therefore, he taught that if you had something against your 
brother, you needed to go and be reconciled with your brother before you brought your offering to the Lord (Mt. 
5:21-24). He also taught that it wasn’t the amount of the offering that made the offering significant; rather, it was 
the true sacrifice and faith in the heart of the giver that made the offering significant to the Lord (Mk. 12:41-44).
1. Read Genesis 22:5-12. Are you willing to put anything on the altar for the Lord? Are there things in your heart 

that you would deny the Lord if asked? Confess, and pray for each other for hearts that surrender all to God.
2. Read Isaiah 1:10-17. What was the problem with worship in Judah? God didn’t accept their worship (11-15) 

because of the condition of their hearts and lives (16-17). Does this still happen today with God’s people? 
What does this say about your offerings if your heart is far from the Lord?

3. What has the Lord convicted you in your heart today? What do you need to do to take steps in keeping with 
repentance in your life?

Today, we are called to give ourselves as living sacrifices, offered to the Lord (Rom. 12:1-2; Phil. 2:17, 4:18; 
Heb. 13:15).
- Give your life as a living sacrifice, offered to the Lord who has given you life (Rom. 12:1-2).
- Your praise (Heb 13:15), your finances (Phi. 4:18), and your very life (Phil. 2:17) are offerings to God!
   Consider all we’ve been given in Christ: The temple, the priesthood, and the sacrifices have all been fulfilled in 
Jesus! We have God’s presence with us. We are a priesthood of believers, and there’s no need for animal 
sacrifices anymore. We have been justified by faith in Jesus through of his atoning death on the cross for our sins. 
We have been raised to new and forgiven life in Christ through the victory and the power of the resurrection. So 
how do we respond to this incredible gift of new life that God has given us? The only reasonable way for us to 
respond is to worship! How? In part by giving ourselves to the Lord! We are called to be living sacrifices, this is 
only doing what is reasonable. Our offerings are not only monetary — although they are not less than monetary — 
but our offerings to the Lord include everything we have to give, from our praise to our finances to our very lives!
1. Read Romans 12:1-2. Explain and discuss each verse. What does it mean to be a living sacrifice? How is 

verse two connected to verse one?
2. Read Phil. 2:17. Paul used imagery from drink offerings that were poured out onto the altar. What does he 

mean? How does this apply to his life as he wrote to the Philippian church? Are you willing to be poured out 
like a drink offering in your work for the Lord?

3. Are you a living sacrifice and offering? How do you need to give yourself to the Lord today? Share, and pray.

Sermon - September 20, 2020 2


