
“Give to Grow What the Lord has Given You”
Matthew 25:14-30

Main Idea: Everything we have – time, talents, and treasures – belongs to the Lord and has
been entrusted to us to be put to work for his kingdom!

What we’ve been given belongs to the Lord (Mt. 25:14-15, 19, 27).
- He gives us what we have the ability to steward (15).
- He expects us to steward what we’ve been given (19, 27).

In these final parables of Jesus, he laid down some important kingdom truths for his
disciples as he prepared them for their work once he returned to his Father. This particular
parable is referred to as the parable of the talents. A talent was a weight measurement related
to a sum of money. For example, a talent of gold in Israel was 200 pounds. In 1st century
Rome, a talent would have also been 6,000 drachma. So the amount the master gave each
servant in the story was significant. The small number of talents doesn’t translate to a small
value entrusted to each servant. What’s important to note from the very beginning of the
story, however, is who retained ownership of the talents. The master didn’t transfer
ownership to his servants; rather, he entrusted stewardship of the talents to his servants.
There’s a kingdom principle in this story that’s unchanging: What we’ve been given belongs
to the Lord! The master also entrusted to each servant a portion of his resources that was
appropriate to that servant’s abilities. In other words, he gave them what they had the ability
to steward. Today, nothing has changed. God still gives us what we have the ability to
steward, but there’s another truth in this principle, which is straightforward but critical to
remember. God expected his servants to steward what he had given them! There was a time
that he returned, and when he did, he called each steward to give an account of what they
had done with the master’s resources that had been entrusted to them. God expects us to
steward what we’ve been given!

1. In your life, what belongs to the Lord? Take time to think about your time, talents, and
treasures (people and things in your life). Do these belong to the Lord? Why?

2. Do you often feel like you don’t have the ability to put to work what the Lord’s given
you? How does this parable answer that doubt in your heart? Encourage and pray for
one another.

3. What does it mean to be a steward of something that belongs to someone else? If it
belongs to God, how does that impact the nature of that stewardship?

Put to work what God’s given you (Mt. 25:16-17, 20-23).
- The only way to grow what God’s given you is to put it to work for the Lord (16-17).
- There’s great reward in being a faithful steward of what belongs to God (20-23).

Two of the servants immediately took what their master entrusted to them and began
to trade with their master’s money. In the language of the New Testament, the word for trade
literally means that they put the money to work. They didn’t hoard it. They didn’t refuse to
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take any risks with it. They did business with it. They invested it and used it in order to make
more money for their master. There’s a kingdom principle in this story that we must
remember: Put to work what God’s given you! In fact, today – as in the story – the reality is
that the only way to grow what God’s given you is to put it to work for the Lord. There’s no
way that the things God’s given you will be used, invested, and grown if you don’t put them
to work for the Lord, and what’s wonderful about this story is that both servants who put their
master’s money to work grew the value of what their master had entrusted to them! More
importantly, in the end, there was great reward in being a faithful steward of what belonged to
God. These truths are practical realities in the way the world works today, and they are
eternal realities about work in the kingdom of God. Put to work what God’s given you!

1. Make a list of the most valuable things in your life that God has entrusted to you
(people as well as tangible and intangible things that God’s entrusted to you).

2. Discuss your list, addressing this question for each thing on the list: How are you
putting these things to work for God’s kingdom? How can you put them to work?

3. For those who are putting to work what God’s given you, how have you seen these
things grow for God’s glory in your life?

Don’t hold back and hide what you’ve been given (Mt. 25:18, 24-25).
- The sure way to lose what God’s given is not to use what’s been given (28-30).

In contrast to the two faithful servants, Jesus told about the unfaithful servant, who
hid instead of trading with what his master entrusted to him. This servant had a fearful
view of his master and only sought to preserve what little the master gave him instead
of putting to work and growing what his master entrusted to him. What an incredibly
important principle for us to keep in mind today: Don’t hold back and hide what
you’ve been given! When the master returned, this servant not only lost what had
been entrusted to him, but he lost everything! This picture is powerful, reminding us of
the eternal consequences of faith in the Lord as opposed to a faithless fear of the
Lord. The sure way to lose what God’s given is not to use what’s been given. May the
unfaithful servant motive us to faith and faithfulness to our Lord today!

1. Have you ever been tempted to hold tight and just protect what you have rather than
to see it as the Lord’s and trust him to take care of you and to use you – and what you
have – for his kingdom?

2. Are you holding back and hiding something today: Your time, talents, or treasures
(family, money, etc)? Share, and pray for hearts of faith and faithfulness to put to work
what’s been entrusted to you.

Remember our motivation to give to grow what the Lord has given us: The Master will
return (Mt. 25:19)!

The parable reminds of something important. The master went away for a long time,
but he came back again! It’s easy to lose sight of the reality of the return of Jesus. He’s
coming back again, and when he does, it will be too late to make any corrections and to
make up for anything undone. That means one thing: Today is the day to be faithful!

1. How should the return of Jesus motivate us to faithfulness in putting to work what
he’s entrusted to us? What does that need to look like in your life and family today?
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