
“I the Lord Do Not Change”
Malachi 3:6-15

Main Idea: The Lord has not changed, but sin has changed us! It is for this reason we needed 
him to send the Savior of the world.

Truths about the fact that the Lord doesn’t change:

The Lord’s love for his people does not change, but sin blinds us to his love 
(6-7a).
   God declared two important and connected truths: (1) He does not change, and (2) his people 
have been preserved because he does not change! In theological terms, God is immutable, 
which means that he is unchanging and that he in fact is not able to be changed by anyone or 
anything. This is good news that points to the reliability of the Lord and the trustworthiness of his 
Word. It is precisely his unchanging nature that preserved his people! He had made a covenant 
with them and had promised purpose for them. While their sin blinded them of his love, his love 
was unchanging and was clearly demonstrated in his preserving mercy of Israel.
1. Read the verses referenced on the point above, and discuss what it means that God doesn’t 

change. Why is this characteristic of God so important?
2. How do these verses reveal how sin blinds people from the truth and character of the 

unchanging God?
3. Do you know people who have turned aside from following the Lord’s ways? Pray for them, 

and make a commitment to share his call to “return” to him with these people this week.

The Lord‘s desire for a relationship with his people does not change, but sin 
changes our desire for relationship with him (7b).
   While the Lord continuously pursued relationship with his people, Israel’s sin damaged that 
relationship. As they turned aside from the Lord’s ways, they moved further away from the Lord, 
and although the Lord graciously called them to return, they wondered “how shall we return?” 
That’s what sin does, separates us from God and reveals our inability to return on our own!
1. Read the verse referenced on the point above, and discuss the question that the people 

ask. Have you ever wondered about this question in your heart? Share testimonies.
2. What does the question that they asked reveal about what sin does to our relationship with 

God? What does it reveal about our ability to fix our relationship with God on our own?
3. Do you know someone who may be wondering about how they could ever come to God? 

How could you use this story in Malachi to lead to sharing the gospel with them?

The Lord’s worthiness to be honored and worshiped does not change, but sin 
changes our willingness to honor and worship God (8).
   For Israel, their tithes and offerings were an important part of their covenant with God. These 
things had been agreed to in the covenant, so these tithes and offerings belonged to the Lord. 
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They owed God what they had committed to give to God, which was only what he deserved for 
all that he had given them. Withholding their tithes and offerings dishonored the Lord and it 
revealed the lack of commitment and sacrifice in their worship of God. God was worthy, but sin 
had led God’s people to rob him of what was rightfully his: All honor and worship!
1. Read the verse referenced on the point above, and discuss the implications of what robbing 

God mean? How were they robbing God?
2. Today, what are some ways that people rob God? Have you ever been guilty of any of these 

things in your life? Are you robbing God now? If so, how? Confess, and repent.

The Lord’s desire to bless his people does not change, but sin brings a curse not 
a blessing (9-12).
   God’s unchanging promise to bless obedience was unchanging, but his promise to curse 
disobedience under the Old Testament covenant was also unchanging. While Israel was cursed 
for robbing God of what he deserved, God continued to remind them of the blessing to come if 
they turned in obedience to honor and worship him. God’s desire was to bless his people so that 
all the nations would see and know the Lord who blesses those who follow him. What an 
important reminder that although sin brings a curse, God’s desire to bless hasn’t changed!
1. Read the verses referenced on the point above, and discuss why the people were under a 

curse. In the midst of the curse, what was God’s call and promise for blessing?
2. What do these verses reveal about the compassion and forgiveness of God? What do they 

reveal about the faithfulness of God? How are these things still relevant?
3. Do you know someone who is suffering because of disobedience to the Lord in their life? 

How would you share the message of hope in the promise of blessing to those who turn in 
faith to faithfulness to the Lord?

The Lord‘s faithfulness and justice do not change, but sin leads us to distrust the 
character of God (13-15).
   As the Lord further explored and revealed the heart of his people, he pointed to the fact that 
their sin had led them to distrust his character. They wondered if there was a point of serving 
God? If the evildoers seem to prosper and escape God’s judgment, then why worry about 
obeying the Lord and mourning over sin? In a powerful reminder of God’s faithfulness and love, 
he noted that these kinds of words are “hard against me.” While sin still leads people to distrust 
the character of God, thanks be to God for his unchanging faithfulness and justice!
1. Read the verses referenced on the point above, and discuss what the people are saying 

against the Lord. In what ways have you heard similar things said or revealed in attitudes 
and actions today?

2. Have you ever thought any of these things against the Lord? How did he work in your life to 
change those attitudes of distrust? How did he grow your faith in his character?

3. Thinking about the people who you have already prayed for today, make a commitment to 
share you testimony about God leading you from distrust to trust and from faithlessness to 
faithfulness. Pray for the Lord to do this in their hearts as well!
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