
“Send the Savior!”
Malachi 3:16-4:6

Main Idea: God’s people are promised a future deliverance, victory, and joy.

Promises for a future deliverance, victory, and joy:

God will eternally treasure those who fear and serve him (3:16-18).
   God used his work through the prophet Malachi, and it’s recorded that those who feared the 
Lord talked to one another and that God heard them. In other words, their conversations about 
obedience to the Lord and their hearts that were turned to the Lord were recognized by the 
Lord. In a beautiful way, the Lord heard them and their decision for him was remembered. In 
response to their response, the Lord encouraged them by telling that they were his treasured 
possession and that he would spare them from his coming judgment. Implied in this statement is 
the reality that God will not hear or spare those who do not fear him and serve him. In fact, in 
the coming judgment, God will distinguish so clearly between those who fear and honor him and 
those who don’t that no one will have trouble distinguishing between the two.
1. Those who feared the Lord talked to each other. In context within Malachi, what were they 

talking about? Why is it important they talked about these things with each other? What are 
the benefits of talking to one another still today about our responses to God?

2. God called his people his “treasured possession.” In fact, like a son who serves his father, 
the Lord said he would spare those who feared him. What does it mean to be a treasured 
possession? As a believer, do you see yourself as God’s treasured possession? Why, or 
why not?

3. Do you know a brother or sister in Christ who needs to be encouraged by the reminder that 
they are a treasured possession of God? How will you pray for them and share this reminder 
with them this week?

4. Do you know an unbeliever who needs to hear the good news of Jesus and the reality that 
God didn’t spare his only Son so that we could be spared and become his treasured 
possession in Christ? How will you pray for them and share this good news with them this 
week?

5. Why did God say “once more” you will see the distinction between the righteous and 
wicked?

God will heal and raise in victory those who fear and turn to him (4:1-6).
   The Lord went on to paint a graphic picture of the distinction he will make eternally between 
those who do and those who do not serve him. The coming day of judgment will bring complete 
destruction on those who reject and rebel against the Lord. This is not teaching annihilation of 
the souls of unbelievers. It is teaching that they — and future generations — will be defeated. 
Their continuance on the earth will end, such that they will not have branch or root for future 
growth. Contrasting this picture of judgment, however, is a powerful picture of deliverance. 
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While the fire of judgment will come on unbelievers, the sun of righteousness will rise on 
believers. This image of a new day, a new hope, and a final victory for God’s people will bring a 
joy that can only be captured by the wild and free frolicking of a young calf breaking out of a stall 
and into the freedom of the open field, leaping and pawing in excitement. All of these promises 
would leave God’s people wanting and waiting, so the Lord gave a sign for the coming day, 
promising Elijah the prophet for the preparation and turning of hearts to the Lord.
1. Read Malachi 4:1. Discuss what is said about what will happen to those who reject the Lord. 

Interpreting this verse in the context of what all of the Bible teaches about the judgement 
and afterlife, why is this verse not referring to annihilation? Use Scripture to support your 
answer.

2. Read Malachi 4:2-3. Discuss what is said about what will happen to those who fear and 
follow the Lord. How does this bring specific hope into your circumstance in life today?

3. Read Malachi 4:5-6. How was this promise fulfilled? Find the specific passages in the New 
Testament that affirm the fulfillment of this promised preparation. What does verse 6 reveal 
about the grace of God and the necessary intervention of God in the salvation of his people?

4. How did Malachi leave Israel longing for the coming of the Messiah? What are we still 
waiting for and longing for in these promises still today?

5. How can you use Christmas — the story of the first coming of Jesus — to share with 
someone this Christmas about the second coming of Jesus and the eternal importance of 
believing and following the coming King?
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