
“Be Faithful”
Malachi 2:10-3:5

Main Idea: Faithfulness in matters of marriage and faith matter to God.

Matters of faithfulness that matter to God:

Faithfulness in marriage matters to God (2:10-16).
⁃ Unfaithfulness to God’s design for marriage hurts others (10-11).
⁃ Unfaithfulness to God’s design for marriage hurts worship (12-13).
⁃ Unfaithfulness to God’s design for marriage hurts future faith (14-15).
   The Lord charged his people with unfaithfulness or — as commonly translated — treachery! 
They had acted unfaithfully, committing treachery in their relationships. Specifically, the Jews 
were intermarrying with people of other faiths, and God pointed to how this unfaithfulness 
impacted not only them but also their relationship with the Lord and with each other. The three 
specific reasons that mattered most in the Lord’s charge against Israel first included the fact that 
the Jews hurt each other through their unfaithfulness. If they were God’s children, brothers and 
sisters in one family, then their individual disobedience impacted the whole family. Second, if 
they are disobedient to their Father, then how could they expect that their unfaithfulness would 
not impact their relationship with him? How could they expect God to bless them and to accept 
their offerings when they ignored his design for their lives in an area as important as marriage? 
Finally, God wanted his people to know why the issue of marriage within the faith was so 
important to him. The importance laid in the fact that God desired faith to be passed on to the 
next generation! God’s desire was and still is godly offspring! Because of all of these reasons, 
marriage mattered and still matters today to the Lord!
1. Read Mal. 2:10-11. How does an individual’s unfaithfulness to the Lord affect others in the 

family of God? Do we still see this principle at work under the New Testament covenant? If 
so, what are some examples? Have you experienced this in your life?

2. Read Mal. 2:12-13. Why would an individual’s unfaithfulness to God’s design for marriage 
impact their worship? Do we still see this principle at work under the New Testament 
covenant? If so, what are some examples? Have you experienced this in your life?

3. Read Mal. 2:14-15. Why would an individual’s unfaithfulness to God’s design for marriage 
impact future faith? Do we still see this principle at work under the New Testament 
covenant? If so, what are some examples? Have you experienced this in your life?

4. In Mal 2:16, God’s command is to “guard yourselves in your spirit.” What does this mean? 
How do you do this in a practical way individually? How does your small group help?

5. Is there someone you need to pray for in this area of their life? Is there someone you need 
to share this passage with this week? Pray and prepare, and go make disciples!
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Faithfulness in faith matters to God (2:17-3:5).
Two things that often affect faithfulness in faith:
⁃ Accepting sin since it’s so prevalent in the world (2:17).
⁃ Questioning God because of evil in the world (2:17).
Two thing that should always affect faithfulness in faith:
⁃ The coming judgment of the Lord (3:1-5).
⁃ The coming Savior of God’s people (3:1-4).
   There are two things that have often and still often fight against faithfulness in faith, and both 
of these things are captured in Malachi 2:17 by what the people say and the question that the 
people ask. The first thing that people say is related to the assumption that sin must not be that 
bad since sin is so prevalent and so many sinners seem to be unaffected by their sin. If so many 
sinners look “blessed” (successful, happy, etc.), then God must approve of what they do! This is 
one extreme, discounting the significance of sin in a way that leads to accepting sin. The other 
extreme is to look at the prevalence of sin and the lack of immediate judgment against sin and 
then question the existence of God and his justice. In other words, if sin is wrong and God is 
real, then why does he allow it to exist? In response, God pointed to two things that counteract 
these inaccurate extremes, and in these words, God offered a powerful promise that brought an 
exciting expectation to God’s people. God reminded his people of the judgment that would 
certainly come, but he also promised his people a Savior that would bring deliverance from his 
judgment! These two things — the coming judgment and the coming Savior — were meant to 
call his people to faithfulness in their faith, reminding God’s people that he will ultimately deal 
with sin in both judgment and forgiveness. These two things are still motivation for faithfulness 
today! In all of these telling truths, God revealed how much faithfulness in faith matters to him in 
the lives of his people.
1. Read Mal. 2:17. Discuss the statement that the people were “saying.” Have you ever 

thought or said something along the lines of this statement? Have you ever heard others 
express this perspective? How would you respond to someone accepting sin since it’s so 
prevalent in the world?

2. Read Mal. 2:17. Discuss the question that the people were “asking” (“Where is the God of 
justice?”). Have you ever thought or said something along the lines of this statement? Have 
you ever heard others express this perspective? How would you respond to someone 
questioning God because of evil in the world?

3. Read Mal. 3:1-5. What did the Lord say about the coming judgment? How should this 
motivate faithfulness in faith in the hearts of God’s people? What about today? Why?

4. Read Mal. 3:1-5. What did the Lord say about the coming Savior of God’s people? How 
should this motivate faithfulness in faith in the hearts of God’s people? What about today?

5. Is there someone you need to pray for in this area of their life? Is there someone you need 
to share this passage with this week? Pray and prepare, and go make disciples!
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