
“Be Faithful”
Malachi 2:1-9

Main Idea: God’s leaders are called to faithfulness in guarding and sharing his Word.

God’s responses to faithfulness or unfaithfulness in the lives of his leaders:

When God’s leaders disobey, his rebuke impacts them and those around them (1-4, 8-9).
• Unfaithfulness brings disgrace and rebuke (1-4).
• Unfaithfulness leads others to be unfaithful (8-9).

Speaking to the priests as the leaders of God’s people, the Lord gave a strong warning: 
Turn in obedience to what I’m telling you, or continue to face the curses of disobedience. Under 
the Old Testament covenant, God promised his people blessing for their obedience and cursing 
for their disobedience. In fact, they Jewish people were already experiencing the curses of the 
Lord for their disobedience, and the Lord wanted them to know that his rebuke would bring them 
great disgrace. He compared the disgrace he would bring on them to the waste from the 
animals that were sacrificed, which was removed and taken outside of the temple to be 
discarded. In a similar way, the unfaithful leaders of God would be disgraced and taken away. 
However, the Lord wanted his leaders to know that their unfaithfulness would not just affect their 
lives. Their disobedience would affect — and in fact was already affecting — those around 
them. Their offspring would face the rebuke of the Lord! Why? Because the leaders were 
leading them into disobedience that would surely bring the faithful discipline and judgment of the 
Lord into their lives. The Lord made this clear when he said that the instruction of these leaders 
“caused many to stumble!” When God’s leaders don’t follow his way, they lead others away from 
his way. When God’s leaders disobey, his rebuke impacts them and those around them.
1. Read Mal. 2:1-2. When God says “If you . . . then I,” what does that mean? What was God 

doing in these verses? What was he calling his people to and reminding his people of?
2. Look up Deuteronomy 28. What are the blessings and curses? What are they connected to 

in terms of what brings these blessings or these curses into the lives of God’s people? How 
is Deuteronomy 28 related to these verses in Malachi 2? Is Deuteronomy still relevant 
today? If so, how?

3. Why do you think God used such a graphic — and disgusting — picture for what he would 
do to the leaders who continued to disobey and dishonor him? Why do you think he 
reminded them of the impact their disobedience has on their offspring?

4. Have you ever seen the Lord disgrace and rebuke an unfaithful leader in his church? Does 
that always happen on the timeline and way we sometimes expect or desire? Why?

5. Have you ever been led to stumble by an unfaithful leader? Share testimonies, and pray for 
one another.

6. Pray for God’s leaders, praying for protection of their faith and for repentance in their hearts 
when they are in disobedience.
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When God’s leaders obey, they guard and share the truth of his Word (5-7).
• Faithfulness brings life and peace with the Lord (5).
• Faithfulness in word and action leads others to the Lord (6).

In the middle of his rebuke, God gave his leaders a clear reminder of what they are 
supposed to do as his leaders. In Mal. 2:5-6, the Lord reminded his people that his covenant 
was meant to bring life and peace to his people. In fact, it did just that when his leaders were 
faithful! When his leaders “stood in awe” of him and when his leaders shared true instruction 
and lived their lives in integrity before him, the Lord’s blessing impacted their lives and the lives 
of those around them, who they were leading. In Mal. 2:7, God summarized his expectation and 
command to his leaders: God’s leaders must guard knowledge and share that knowledge with 
his people. As his messengers, the knowledge that the Lord referred to was the Word and 
knowledge of the Lord to his people. His leaders were to be messengers of his Word, guarding 
it carefully so that when people looked to them they could faithfully point them to the way of the 
Lord. Since God’s truth doesn’t change, his message is the same regardless of whether 
someone is rich or poor, powerful or powerless, etc. As God does not show partiality, neither are 
his messengers to show partiality as they represent him. God reminded his people that 
faithfulness brings life and peace with him, and God reinforced to his people that faithfulness to 
his way will lead others in his way. In all of these things, God declared that faithful leaders 
always guard and share the truth of his Word, which always leads others to the Lord!
1. Why does God take time in verses 5-6 to remind his people of his purpose and his past 

blessing of the faithfulness of his leaders?
2. What does it mean that his covenant “was one of life and peace?” What does it mean that it 

was a “covenant of fear?”
3. In Mal 2:6, the Lord pointed to the past faithfulness of his leaders in their “instruction . . . in 

his mouth . . . lips,” as well as the way he “walked . . . in peace and uprightness.” Why did 
the Lord mention faithfulness in words and actions?

4. Read Mal. 2:7. What is a messenger of the Lord expected to do?
5. How has the faithfulness of God’s leaders led you to the Lord? Share testimonies.
6. How can you encourage God’s leaders in our church to be faithful in guarding and sharing 

the truth of his Word?
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