
Transcript of “Reopening Statement - May 17, 2020” video: 

Hey Church,


After the governor’s press conference on Monday, where he announced that the shelter 
at home order would be lifted and that we would begin phase 1 of reopening this 
coming Friday, we know that many of you are wondering about what our church is 
planning to do.


Thankfully, in addition to the press conference on Monday, the governor also took the 
time to have a conference call with pastors around the state on Tuesday afternoon. We 
were able to join that call to get some additional clarification on what we can expect in 
reopening under phase 1.


So today, your leadership has some important and exciting news to share with you, 
which is that we are finally ready to begin taking some steps in reopening on-campus 
activities at our church, starting with our worship services this Sunday, May 17th.


So beginning this Sunday, we will have two worship gatherings on-campus, including 
our hymn-based service at 8:30 a.m. and our more contemporary service at 10:30 a.m. 
As required under the reopening guidelines, these services will only allow for 25% 
capacity in order to ensure space for social distancing between family units.


This is a small step, but it’s a step we’re ready to take! It’s also a step that will continue 
to require patience, sacrifice, and commitment to love our neighbors well as we start to 
gather again on Sundays to love our Lord together in worship.


So here’s what you need to know:

(1) Due to the limited seating capacity for our services, we’re asking you to register for 

one of the two services this Sunday. The links to the registration pages are on our 
website, and they will also be posted via our info text list and on Facebook. 
Registration will allow for 100 people to register for each service. We understand 
that at 25% capacity, not everyone will be able to attend each week, so we ask for 
your help to make this work. We do feel it’s better to begin to gather and to work at 
this new, temporary normal rather than not, but we do understand this isn’t going to 
be easy. It means some may not be able to physically attend a service every week, 
but we believe that we can work together to make this work.


(2) We want to strongly encourage everyone to wear masks for the protection of those 
around you. Your staff and volunteers will be wearing masks except for when they 
are on the stage leading worship.


(3) We will have limited pews open, and we’ll have volunteers helping to direct seating. 
Social distancing of 6 feet between family groups will be required. We will not be 
providing a nursery at this time.


(4) We will continue to post the worship services on YouTube, but the videos won’t be 
available on YouTube until Sunday afternoon. We ask for your flexibility over the 



next few weeks, and that if you’re worshiping from home, we hope that you can 
adjust your worship time to Sunday afternoon or evening to join us online at that 
time. If we are able to provide a livestream option on Sunday mornings, we will let 
you know.


(5) We strongly encourage those who are 65 or older and those who have underlying 
health issues to continue to shelter at home and to worship with us online.


(6) Finally, small groups will not meet on Sunday morning at on-campus at this time. 
We want to encourage our small groups to keep on Zooming or find a public space 
or backyard to begin gathering, following social distancing guidelines. As we figure 
out space options on-campus for all of our small groups, we’ll let you know.


God has been so good to our church over the last couple of months, and we thank him 
for that as we thank him this week for the opportunity you to begin to regather. As we 
do, let’s continue to pray for his wisdom for our steps in reopening and for his 
protection over his children as we regather for worship.


I love each of you, and I can’t wait to begin to see you again over the coming weeks, 
church. God bless, and I hope to see some of you on Sunday!


