
“In His Presence”
Psalm 84

The blessing of the presence of the living God:
The presence of the living God produces joy in the hearts of those who worship him (1-2).
   Psalm 84 is connected to the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to go to the temple to worship. Under the Old 
Testament covenant, God’s presence literally dwelt in the tabernacle and then in the temple in Jerusalem. 
The temple and the holy city, Zion, was special because of the presence of living God! The psalmist 
recognized this reality. As he thought at the temple, his heart longed to be there in the lovely place where 
God himself dwelt. As he longed for the courts of the temple where he could draw near to the very 
presence of the Lord, his heart sang with joy and with praise, worshiping the person of the living God and 
not the place of the temple! God’s presence is what made the temple special. The presence of the living 
God is an important point of distinction between the Old Testament covenant and the New Testament 
covenant. In the Old Testament covenant, God’s presence was with his people by his grace, but his 
presence was separated from his people because of their sin. The people of God could draw near to his 
presence at the courts of the temple, but they couldn’t be in his presence. In the New Testament 
covenant, God’s presence is with his people! Christ’s death on the cross paid the penalty for sin. Jesus 
made atonement for sin through his sacrifice. The curtain of the temple, which hid the presence of God for 
his people, was torn! God’s presence is now with his people. In fact, God’s presence is now in his people! 
Followers of Jesus are the temple of the living God! What joy that brings to all who worship him!
1. Read verses 1-2. What stands out to you most about what these verses say? Why? What expression 

or emotion do you relate to most right now in your life? Why?
2. Have you had times of longing for the presence of the Lord and to be with his people? Share.
3. What does the Psalmist mean that his “heart and flesh” sing for joy to the living God? Is your heart 

and flesh singing for joy to the Lord right now? Why, or why not? Share, and encourage each other.

The presence of the living God brings blessing to those who live in his presence (3-4).
   Amazingly, there was room in the presence of God in the temple even for the sparrow and for the 
swallow! The psalmist contemplated how wonderful it must be for even the birds who are able to build 
nests and raise their young so near to the presence of the living God. He also considers those who work 
at the temple complex and are able to stay there at the temple. How wonderful it must be for them to 
sleep, wake, work, and eat right there in the presence of the Lord! The pilgrim, who lives far from the 
presence of God, recognizes what a tremendous blessing it would be to live in his presence. This was the 
case in the Old Testament covenant. God’s presence wasn’t something that was taken for granted. The 
reality of his presence, dwelling in the temple, made the temple and the city of Jerusalem holy and 
special. Today, under the New Testament covenant, God’s presence still isn’t something to take for 
granted. The reality of his presence, dwelling in his people, displays God’s amazing grace and the 
accomplished work of Jesus on the cross. His presence is what makes the church — not a building but 
the people of God — holy and special.
1. Read verses 3-4. What stands out to you most about what these verses say? Why? What does the 

presence of the Lord bring?
2. Is the Lord your King? What does that mean? Is the Lord your God? What does that mean? Why are 

both of these important to understand and to experience? Who can you share that with this week?
3. How blessed are we to have God dwelling with us? Discuss, and pray!
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The presence of the living God sustains and strengthens those whose hearts are set on him (5-7).
   The psalmist thinks about the blessing of everyone who looks to the Lord for their strength in life. Those 
who are looking to and trusting in the Lord have the pathway to his presence in their heart. As the pilgrim 
travels to the presence of the living God in Jerusalem, it is God who provides along the way. As the 
pilgrim needs strength to sustain him on his journey, it is the Lord who provides his strength, again and 
again, from strength to strength. Ultimately, it is God who brings his people into his presence, making the 
journey of the pilgrim successful. The living God sustains and strengthens those whose hearts are set on 
him. From the Old Testament covenant to the New Testament covenant, this has not changed! For those 
who look to the Lord for their strength, he is their strength! For those whose hearts are set on him, he 
sustains them on their way, providing and strengthening them on the their journey. For New Testament 
believers, who have the very presence of God in their lives, they are still pilgrims! Believers are citizens of 
heaven still journeying towards to the fullness of the presence of God to be with us and us with him! 
Those whose hearts are set on the Lord are still sustained and strengthened by the presence of the living 
God today.
1. Read verses 5-7. What stands out to you most about what these verses say? Why?
2. Do you look to the Lord for your strength? How? What does that look like?
3. What does it mean to go from strength to strength? Have you experienced this in your life? Share.

The presence of the living God listens to the prayers of those who call on his name (8-9).
   The pilgrim now prays, asking the Lord to hear his prayer, and his prayer is for the protection of God 
and for the blessing of the king in Jerusalem. In his prayer, the psalmist calls on the name of the Lord! He 
recognizes the power of God as the Lord God who is over all: The Lord God of the hosts! He 
acknowledges God as the God of Israel, who gave Jacob the name Israel. Because of the reality of the 
eternal sovereignty of the one true God, the psalmist looks to the Lord to be his shield, providing the 
protection he needs in life, and he calls on the Lord to look favorably towards his anointed, which is the 
King in Jerusalem, who rules over the holy city where the temple is with the very presence of the living 
God. What an incredible blessing it is for God’s people to be able to call on the name of the Lord! What a 
privilege it is for God’s people to know him by name and know what he’s done for his people throughout 
history. How blessed it is to know that God listens to the prayers of those who call on his name!
1. Read verses 8-9. What stands out to you most about what these verses say? Why?
2. Discuss the names and titles of God that are used in these verses. What do each mean? Why are all 

important to know?
3. Take time in your group to pray, asking for God’s protection and his blessing on our leaders.

The presence of the living God surpasses anything else and brings blessing to those who trust in 
him (10-12).
   The psalmist exclaimed that a day in the court of the temple — near the presence of God — was better 
than a thousand elsewhere! He said that he’d rather just be a doorkeeper at the temple than have 
anything else this world has to offer. He recognized that the presence of the Lord brings the blessing of 
the Lord for those who trust in the Lord. God’s presence is surpassingly more valuable than anything else! 
For the Old Testament believer, they had to long for and to travel to the presence of God. Today, for the 
New Testament believer, we have to remember not to neglect and take for granted the presence of God! 
We have the blessing every minute of every day that’s worth more days than a thousand elsewhere. We 
have the very presence of the living God with us and in us. We have the blessing of God’s grace in the 
blood of Christ that washes our sin and the righteousness of Christ that covers us. We have the presence 
of our Lord who will be with us to the end of the age. Oh, may we not forsake the blessing we’ve been 
given, which is the presence of our living God!
1. Read verses 10-12. What stands out to you most about what these verses say? Why?
2. Make a list of the blessings of the presence of the Lord in each of your lives. Share, and discuss. Is 

there someone who needs to hear your testimony about these blessings? Pray for them, and commit 
to share with them this week.

3. What are the blessings of trusting in the Lord in your life? Share, and praise the Lord for his blessings!
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