
“Great is the Lord”
Psalm 145

Reasons to praise our great God:
God’s unsearchable greatness makes him worthy of great praise forever and ever (1-3).
   David, the king of Israel, served the King of kings! David began his psalm with a declaration that he 
would raise God up, exalting him and blessing his name forever and ever. David not only called God his 
God, but he also recognized God as his King! His desire was to live for God every day of his life. He 
committed to bless God daily and to praise God continually. Why? Because David knew his God, and he 
knew the greatness of God that was so evident in his life and the world. In the English Standard Version 
(ESV), verse 3 uses some form of the English word “great” three times, but there are some differences in 
the actual words in the language of the Old Testament. First, David declared “great is the Lord!” The 
thrust of this declaration is that God is greater, larger, and much more significant than anyone or anything 
else. Second, David went on to say that God was “greatly to be praised.” In this case, another word is 
used that pointed to praise of a different degree. Praising God should be praise that is much more than 
any other praise offered to anyone or anything else. Third, David exclaimed that the Lord’s “greatness is 
unsearchable.” The form of this word points to the reality that God’s majesty and power and honor is even 
beyond what we can comprehend. When we try to imagine God’s greatness, it only touches the surface of 
the reality of the true greatness of the Lord. Because of this reality, God is greatly to be praised!
1. Is the Lord both your God and your King? Is there a difference? Define God and King, and discuss 

what the implications are in response to these two titles for the Lord.
2. How do you “bless” the Lord? Usually, we ask for the Lord’s blessing, but what does it mean to bless 

the Lord? Why is it important to do this every day? Do you do this daily? How?
3. Read verse 3. What does it mean that the Lord is great? What does it mean that his greatness is 

unsearchable? How should this impact your praise of God? Why?

God’s wondrous works make him worthy of all praise from generation to generation (4-7).
   For David, God’s greatness was so clear as he looked at the reality of how God’s mighty acts and his 
wondrous works have been preserved and passed on from generation to generation. From the world 
that’s declares the glory of God to the Word that reveals the works of God and the words of God, David 
commits to continue passing on the praise of God from one generation to the next. David will declare his 
praise to God, and he will speak about the wondrous works of God. Christianity worships the one, true 
God who has an unbroken line of worshipers from the beginning of creation! From Adam and Eve to you 
and me today, the praise of the Lord has been preserved through those who know him, praise him, and 
tell of his awesome deeds and abundant goodness to the next generation to come. God is still the God 
who does wondrous works that are worthy of all praise! We have the history of his acts of righteousness 
and goodness since the beginning of creation, and we have the witness of his present acts of 
righteousness and goodness in the lives of his people and in his work of salvation to the nations! Like 
David, we must continually remember and recount the wondrous works of God that make him worthy of 
all praise from generation to generation.
1. Have you ever thought about the reality that Christianity is the religion that is consistent from the 

beginning of recorded history to today? From Adam and Eve to you and me, we have the record of 
God’s wondrous works. How should this strengthen our faith? Discuss.

2. Have you ever thought about the reality that we have the record of our faith because it was passed 
from one generation to the next? David says this was done through speaking and singing about God. 
How do we continue this work still today? What’s your role in this work today?
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3. In all of God’s wondrous works, there’s nothing more wondrous than the work of Christ on the cross. 
How will people hear gospel if we don’t share the gospel? Are you depending on others to tell people 
about Jesus? Why? Do you know someone who needs to hear about the wondrous work of God 
through the gospel? Pray for them, and commit to tell them about Jesus this week.

God’s gracious goodness and abundant mercy make him worthy of praise from all (8-9).
   David captured one of the most common and powerful descriptions of God that God himself gave to his 
people (Ex. 34:6). God is gracious or compassionate, and he is also merciful. These two concepts are 
closely related. The idea is that God has compassion for his people that results in acts of mercy towards 
his people. God is the God who cares about his people and who actively does things to bring mercy to his 
people. He is “slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love,” which point to his patience and his 
covenant faithfulness. In fact, God is good to all! His mercy is over all that he has made! Those who fear 
and worship him as well as those who reject him enjoy the mercies of God everyday in this world. From 
the sun that brings heat to the food that fills and satisfies, God shows his mercy to all. From the blessing 
of friends and family to the joy of love and life, God shows his mercy to all. From the gift of medicine and 
the fulfillment of accomplishments using the natural gifts and abilities in life, God shows his mercy to all. 
As David thought about the gracious goodness and abundant mercy of God, he realized how worthy God 
was of praise from all people throughout all the world. Nothing has changed! God is so graciously good 
and so abundantly merciful. He’s worthy of praise from all!
1. Read verses 8-9. Which characteristic of God stands out to you most right now? Why? Share.
2. What’s the difference between compassion and mercy. Discuss. Why are both of these so important?
3. “The Lord is good to all.” Discuss this reality. In what ways is God good to all each and every day? 

How can you use this reality as a way to move everyday conversations to spiritual conversations 
about the Lord?

God’s faithful words and kind acts make him worthy of great praise for all to hear (10-20).
   In verses 10-13, David acknowledged how creation and God’s people should praise him because of his 
exceeding greatness that’s so evident in all his works. In fact, one of the ways that God’s people offer 
acceptable praise is to speak of his glory and to make known to all people his mighty deeds. Specially, 
what were some of those mighty deeds? In the remaining verses, David provided a short list of some of 
the kind acts of God that display his faithfulness to his words. The Lord holds up those who falling, and he 
raises up those who humble themselves before him. The Lord gives good in due season, and he satisfies 
the desires of every living thing! The Lord is near to those who call on him, and he fulfills the desire of 
those who fear him. The Lord hears our cries, and he saves! The Lord preserves all who love him, and he 
destroys the wicked. From the most basic needs for life to the most critical needs in life to the most 
eternal need of life, the Lord is the provider. He is faithful to his words, and he acts in kindness towards 
his people and his creation. O how greatly the Lord is to be praised throughout the world for all to hear!
1. As we gather each Sunday as the church, how do we give thanks and praise the Lord? How do we 

speak of the glory of his kingdom and tell of his power? How do we make known his mighty deeds? 
When we disperse as the church for the coming week, how do we continue to do these things?

2. Read verses 14-20. Has the Lord done any of these things in your life recently? Share testimonies, 
and spend time thanking and praising the Lord.

3. Do you know someone who needs to be pointed to the Lord right now? Maybe they are falling, 
unsatisfied, or in need of saving. Will you share these verses with them this week, pointing them to 
our great God?

Will you speak the praise of God from a heart that desires all flesh to bless his great name (21)?
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