
“What Kind of Fish Are You?”
Matthew 13:47-50

Main Idea: When the net of the kingdom is drawn, good and evil will be separated for eternity.

THINGS we need to know about the net that will be drawn:
The net will include people from every nation, tribe, and language (47).

In the parable of the net, Jesus paints a picture of a fisherman, casting a net into the sea 
and allowing it to remain in the water until it is full of every kind of fish in the sea. How is that 
possible? There are thousands of types of fish in the sea! The picture is incredible, and it is 
meant to point to something related to the kingdom. What is it pointing to about the kingdom of 
heaven? That question isn’t hard to answer. In Genesis 12, God called Abraham, and God told 
Abraham that he would make Abraham a blessing to all families of the earth. This theme of 
God’s plan of blessing for people of all nations continued throughout the Old Testament, and 
God’s plan was affirmed in the New Testament, coming to completion in the very end according 
to Revelation 7:9. The net is a picture of God’s kingdom work as he draws the net of the gospel 
over the world and throughout the generations, collecting the fullness of all who will believe and 
follow Jesus from every family of the earth.
1. Do some searches using BibleStudyTools.com or BibleHub.net on “all nations,” “every 

nation,” “all peoples,” etc. What is the consistent message from the Old Testament to the 
New Testament related to God’s redemptive purpose for people from every nation?

2. Read Mt. 28:16-20. How is the church’s mission connected to this aspect of the kingdom of 
heaven in the world today?

3. How should the parable of the net bring great confidence to the work of evangelism? How 
should it fuel the commitment of the church to international missions?

4. Read Rev. 7:9. How is this going to be accomplished? What is your role in the work of the 
net as you wait for the net to be drawn?

The net won’t be drawn until it is full (48).
The net remained in the water until it was full of every kind of fish. Once it had fish of 

every kind gathered into the net, then the net was drawn, pulling up onto shore all of the fish 
that were caught in the net. What a beautiful reminder of the patience of the Lord until the 
redemptive work of the Lord is complete. God knows the fullness of the number of those who 
will believe, and until there are followers of Jesus from every ethnolinguistic people group, the 
net will remain in the water. In Jn. 6:35-40, Jesus spoke to this truth, knowing that all those the 
Father had given to him will come to him and that he wouldn’t lose anyone who looked to him 
and believed! The net is in the water, but once it’s full, it’s going to be drawn. What a powerful 
reminder of the priority of the work of Jesus for today, proclaiming the gospel to the nations until 
there are believers from every nation, tribe, and language ready to be drawn into the kingdom.
1. Nets are limited in capacity by size and weight. When the net reached its limit and was full, 

and then the net was drawn. How does this relate to the kingdom and the end of the age?

Sermon - September 15, 2019 �1

http://BibleStudyTools.com
http://BibleHub.net


2. Once the net was drawn, it was no longer in the water fishing. How does this relate to the 
finality of the kingdom once the net is drawn? How should that impact what you do in the 
kingdom today?

3. How is God calling you to pray for the work of the casting the net into all the nations? How is 
he calling you to give to the work of casting the net into all nations? How is God calling you 
to go in his work of casting the net into all nations?

The net will include both the good and the bad (48).
When the net was drawn, it included both good and bad fish of every kind. The net didn’t 

discriminate; rather, everything that was caught in the net was drawn onto the shore. The work 
of sorting would come at the end. The fact that both good and bad fish were in the net is an 
important aspect in the kingdom parables that has already been told in the parable of the wheat 
and the weeds, revealing the reality that in this present age, good and evil must coexist. Both 
good and evil are included in the world and are drawn up by the net. Until the very end, the 
kingdom in this world will include both the good and the bad. But the good news is that in the 
very end, while both will be drawn up together, good and evil won’t remain together forever.
1. Why do the kingdom parables make such a point about the coexistence of good and evil in 

the world today? How should that impact our work in the world today?
2. Read Acts 4:23-31. How does this event in the early church reveal the reality of good and 

evil in the world, and how does it inform us today about how to understand this issue and 
respond when confronted by evil against the work of the gospel?

3. What should you do while you are in the net with the bad as well as with the good? How 
does this parable help us see the importance of our priorities and service to Jesus 
everyday?

The net will be sorted, forever separating the good from the bad (48-50).
When the net is full and all the fish are drawn onto the shore, the work of sorting began. 

The good were sorted into containers, but the bad were thrown away. Jesus goes on to explain 
what this part of the parable meant, which also emphasized the main point of the parable. The 
final judgment will come once the fullness of the children of heaven has been reached. Once the 
full number of believers from every nation, tribe, and language are in the net, the end will come, 
and once the end comes, the good will be separated from the bad for eternity. Jesus reinforced 
the reality of the judgment, pointing to the fiery furnace and to the weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. Why? Jesus reinforced the judgment because of the abundant and rich mercy of God! 
The truth of the final judgment brings strength to the children of the kingdom today in the face of 
evil, and by God’s grace, the proclamation of the judgment is a call to sinners to repentance and 
to put their faith in Jesus! The net is going to be drawn! You are in the net; it’s unavoidable. Will 
you be sorted with the good or with the bad?
1. If you had the opportunity to share this parable with an unbeliever, how would you do it? 

What would you say? How would you weave your testimony into the story? How would you 
call them to repentance and faith in Jesus?

2. Share the name of one unbeliever who you know. Take time in your small group to pray for 
them and to pray for yourselves.

3. Discuss how you can share this story, your testimony, and a gospel invitation with them this 
week. Get an accountability partner in your group, and go and tell!
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