
“Doesn’t Look Like Much”
Matthew 13:31-33

Main Idea: God grows his kingdom from what seems insignificant and hard to see.

Facts about kingdom growth:
God is growing his kingdom from insignificance to the greatest significance (31-32).

As Jesus continued to teach his disciples about the kingdom of God, helping them 
understand the tension and the questions of the kingdom now and the kingdom to come, he 
shared with them two, brief parables. The parables are connected in focus and complimentary 
in purpose. The first parable was the parable of the mustard seed, which is a seed that looks 
insignificant in comparison to most other seeds in the garden. Jesus said that the man sowed 
one mustard seed in his field, but although it was the smallest of all seeds, the mustard seed 
eventually grew into the largest, most significant plant in the garden. In fact, it accomplished 
more than just the purpose of growing its produce, the plant became a tree that birds could nest 
in! The point of the parable was important for the first disciples of Jesus, and it’s still important 
for us today. Even though the kingdom of God and the work of the kingdom may seem 
insignificant at times, God is using the smallest of seeds to grow his kingdom into the kingdom 
of greatest significance! What doesn’t look like much will be the only thing that matters — the 
only kingdom left standing — in the end!
1. Why did Jesus tell this parable? What was the issue that he addressed in relationship to the 

way his disciples understood of the kingdom of God? What about for us today?
2. Do you ever feel like the kingdom of God — the work of the kingdom in your life — seems 

insignificant? Does the “world” ever treat the work of the kingdom like it’s insignificant? If so, 
how, and why?

3. What does this parable reveal about the value of God’s kingdom work, regardless of how 
small or insignificant the world says that it is?

4. What does the size and significance of the mustard plant reveal about the size and 
significance of the kingdom of God in eternity? How should this reality affect priorities in your 
life today? How should this reality affect encouragement in your faith today?

5. Are you grateful and faith-filled when it comes to the kingdom today? Spend time 
discussing, and then spend time praying for faith and gratefulness for all God is growing!

God is growing his kingdom in ways that are hard to see until it affects all that’s seen 
(33).

Similarly, Jesus shared another parable with his disciples. This parable talked about 
leaven. While it’s true that leaven is often used to point to the negative, in this case, Jesus used 
it to point to the positive. He told his disciples that the kingdom of God was like a women who 
mixed leaven into flour, slowly working the leaven into the flour until all the flour was leavened. 
The parable is connected in focus and complimentary in purpose. Just as God is growing his 
kingdom from seeds that look insignificant, God is also growing his kingdom in ways that are 
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hidden or hard to see. The leaven in the flour gets mixed in and is hard to see. Its work is done 
in hiding, deep inside the flour, but when the leaven accomplishes its purpose, the evidence of 
the leaven is easy to see. It’s seen in the obvious affect on and expansion of the entire lump of 
flour. In like manner, God is growing his kingdom in ways that are hidden and hard to see. 
Sometimes, the work of the kingdom is unnoticable, but it’s not insignificant. God works in hard 
to see ways, and he works in hidden ways in hearts, growing his kingdom. What doesn’t look 
like much will be the only thing — the only kingdom — that affects everything in the end!
1. Why did Jesus tell this parable? What was the issue that he addressed in relationship to the 

way his disciples understood of the kingdom of God? What about for us today?
2. How is this parable connected and complimentary to the parable of the mustard seed?
3. On an individual level, what does this parable reveal about how the kingdom grows in the 

heart of a believer? Have you experienced this kind of hidden, expanding growth of the 
kingdom in your life? Share, and praise!

4. On a church level, what does this parable reveal about how the kingdom is growing in the 
world? Why is kingdom growth sometimes hidden or hard to see in this world?

5. The picture of the leaven working until all the flour was leavened reminds us of how the 
kingdom will affect everything in the end. Eternally, how is this true? How does this truth of 
the eternal kingdom to come affect kingdom living today in your life, your small group, and 
our church?
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