
“Weeds in the Wheat Field”
Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43

Main Idea: God’s kingdom allows the enemy to grow until the King finally conquers.

What are the weeds and the wheat all about:
For now, believers and unbelievers must co-exist on the earth (37-39).

The disciples of Jesus asked him to explain the parable of the weeds. In doing so, Jesus 
explained that he was the sower, sowing seeds of the kingdom in the world. The children of the 
kingdom — those who believed and followed — were the good seed, growing into wheat that 
would be harvested. However, the children of the enemy were also in the field, which was the 
world. The question of the servants to their master in the parable was a good question: Why let 
the weeds stay in the field with the good wheat? The answer from the master was clear and 
simple: Let them stay because if you pull them up know, they may uproot some of the good 
wheat as well. Amazingly, in God’s wisdom and sovereignty, believers and unbelievers must co-
exist on the earth for now in order to preserve and protect God’s plans for kingdom growth.
1. Read Mt. 13:27-30. Consider the question of the servants in verse 28. What about this 

question, considering what the weeds represent (Mt. 13:38-39), what resonates with you?
2. Do you ever struggle with this tough question of why evil is allowed to exist in the world? 

What about the fact that there are weeds even in what’s called the “church?” Share, and 
discuss.

3. Read Mt. 13:29-30. What does Jesus say in these verses? What does that mean about the 
Master’s plan for this reality in the world right now? Do you believe this?

4. Pray for believers here and around the world, living in areas surrounded by unbelievers, 
experiencing all the difficulties of growth in that environment.

At the final judgment, unbelievers will be judged eternally for their sin (40-42).
While the weeds were allowed to stay in the field until the time of the final harvest, at the 

the final harvest, the weeds finally would be separated out from the wheat. At this point, Jesus 
gives a powerful picture of the judgment of sinners at the coming of the King. The King’s angels 
would gather sinners together, separating them from the field and the produce of the King, 
where they would then be cast out of the kingdom and into a place where there would be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth for eternity. This is the picture of the final judgment. While 
unbelievers are allowed to exist and even to grow around and with believers in this world right 
now, their rejection of the King will eventually lead to their rejection by the King in the end. 
Eternally, they will be judged for their sin.
1. Read Mt. 13:38-42. What do these verses say? What’s your reaction to this revelation?
2. How should this truth about the judgment motive our presence among the weeds? In other 

words, how does this truth impact the way you see, understand, relate to, and interact with 
unbelievers around you?

3. How should this motive your prayer for unbelievers? Take time to pray right now!
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At the final judgment, believers will be rewarded eternally in their Savior (43).
When the harvest comes at the return of the King, the children of the kingdom, who were 

associated with the wheat, will be separated from the weeds. They will be gathered together like 
useful produce in the harvest, and unlike the unbelievers that are judged, believers will be 
rewarded in an unbelievable way! Those who follow the King are called righteous! In the 
kingdom, they will be glorified in the Son to shine like the sun! To the God who sowed the seed 
of faith in them, grew them in his kingdom, and then harvested them for his kingdom, they will 
call him “Father!” So although for now believers must co-exist with unbelievers in a fallen, sinful 
world, in the final harvest, they will shine like the sun for eternity, separated unto their Savior!
1. Read the first part of Mt. 13:30. What does growing together imply? What does that look like 

in our community, in our church, and in your life?
2. Read the first half of Mt. 13:43. Discuss what this verse says. What is that going to look like? 

How is the world — the field — going to change after the return of the King and the final 
judgment? 

3. What brings you the most encouragement from these verses? How is this revelation meant 
to bring strength into your life today?

4. How can you — and your small group — grow a focus and a reminder of this important, 
encouraging truth for believers living in a weed infested field today?

Hear the call to endure through evil, knowing that the conquering King is coming (37-43)!
The familiar call of Jesus came: “He who has ears, let him hear.” The call is simple and 

profoundly important. Jesus wants his servants to know that in his kingdom on earth at the 
present time, they must endure with unbelievers inside — as well as outside of the institutional 
church — who make growth difficult and the field messy. However, in the face of weeds that are 
so mixed into the field of wheat, believers are to be reminded that it’s all in the Master’s plan! In 
the face of persecution and difficulty from unbelievers in this world, believers are reminded to be 
steadfast and hopeful on the promise of the Master’s return. In the face of so much injustice and 
fallenness, believers are reminded to be trustful in the final judgment and the eternal justice of 
God. Do you have ears to hear?
1. Why does this parable present the main point that God’s kingdom allows the enemy to grow 

until the King finally conquers? Why does Jesus want us to have ears to hear this truth?
2. In thinking about this parable, are you a weed or wheat? Take time to invite anyone who 

may have questions or concerns about their salvation to share if they’d like. How do you 
know if you’re wheat — a child of the kingdom?

3. Take time to pray for endurance in the lives of believers living in a world full of unbelievers. 
Pray for a focus and a confidence in the Master’s plan until the harvest!
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