
“Do You Understand?”
Matthew 13:10-17; 34-35

In Mt. 13:10, the disciples had a question that pointed to the whole purpose of this 
passage: “Why do you speak to them in parables?” A parable is simply a story or an illustration 
that is meant to reveal a particular truth. Jesus was a master storyteller, and he used parables 
when speaking to the crowds, proclaiming the secrets of the kingdom of heaven. His disciples 
had a hard time understanding many of the parables of Jesus, and they wondered why he used 
a method of communication that seemed so difficult for so many to understand. His answer was 
important. It pointed to a spiritual truth related to seeing and to hearing the Kingdom of God.

Reasons why Jesus spoke in parables:
The secrets of the kingdom of heaven are given to believers to know (11).

• God’s desire is to give believers more understanding so that they will know more than 
enough to grow and sustain their faith (12).

• God’s blessing comes to those who see and understand the secrets of the kingdom of 
heaven (16-17).

In response to the disciples’ question related to why Jesus spoke in parables, Jesus 
answered their question by offering justifications connected both to those who accepted him and 
to those who rejected him. He made it clear from the start that the basic reason for speaking in 
parables was to give only his followers the secrets of the kingdom of heaven. The secrets of the 
kingdom of heaven were for the disciples to know! They weren’t meant to be secret any longer 
to those who believe, and Jesus emphasized this wonderful reality in what he promised them in 
his explanation: “For to the one who has, more will be given,” he said (Mt. 13:12). Actually, 
Jesus promised in this verse that they will be given in “abundance” or more than enough. In 
other words, Jesus promised his disciples that the parables were intended to give them 
knowledge that would give them certainty in their faith, such that they would know the great 
truths of the kingdom of God in their minds and in their hearts. These truths — about Jesus and 
the purpose and plan of his kingdom — were truths that believers had longed to see and to hear 
for centuries. But now, through Jesus, believers could finally see and hear the amazing truth of 
the kingdom of heaven. For this reason, Jesus told his disciples that they were blessed!
1. Discuss the question that the disciples asked Jesus in Mt. 13:10. What does the disciples 

question teach us about asking the Lord about the things we don’t understand? What is 
something that you are struggling to understand? Discuss, and take time to ask the Lord!

2. Jesus said the secrets were given for his disciples to know! What did he mean? How does 
that bring encouragement to your study of the parables of the kingdom of heaven?

3. Jesus promised that those who have will have in abundance. What is it that they have? 
What does Jesus promise they will have in abundance? How does this bring confidence to 
your study of God’s Word? How can you pray on and for this promise in your lives?

4. What is the blessing that comes to those who see and understand? How has this happened 
in your life? Share testimonies. Who needs this blessing in their life? Pray for them!
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The secrets of the kingdom of heaven are not given to unbelievers to know (11).
• God’s design is that unbelievers do not see the secrets of the kingdom of heaven (13-15).
• God’s design is that unbelievers do not understand the secrets of the kingdom of heaven 

(13-15).
As Jesus made it clear that the secrets of the kingdom of heaven were given to believers 

to know, he made it equally clear that the secrets of the kingdom of heaven were not given to 
unbelievers to know: “…but to them it has not been given” (Mt. 13:11). Speaking prophetically of 
the futility of unbelief, Jesus went on to state that for the unbeliever, even what they have will be 
taken away! What little understanding of the truth that is gained is quickly lost through unbelief. 
Jesus told his disciples that he was the fulfillment of what Isaiah predicted about the hardness of 
people’s hearts and how their faith impacted their understanding, repentance, and redemption! 
The secrets of the kingdom of heaven were not to be wasted on those who rejected the King of 
the kingdom, so Jesus spoke in parables, hiding the truth from unbelievers and giving the truth 
to those who believe. Jesus spoke in parables, distinguishing the hearts of those submitted to 
their King from the hearts of those still standing proudly before the King. God’s design in the 
parables was that unbelievers would not see and would not understand the wonderful, amazing 
secrets of the kingdom of heaven.
1. Jesus said the secrets were not given to unbelievers to know! What did he mean? Do you 

remember experiencing this reality related to God’s truth before you were saved? Share 
testimonies. Do you know someone who is experiencing this reality in their life? Pray for 
them right now in your small group.

2. Jesus promised that those who do not have will lose what little they have. What is it that 
they don’t have? What is it that they lose? How would you communicate this truth to an 
unbeliever?

3. What did Isaiah and Jesus mean in talking about seeing but not seeing and hearing but not 
hearing? Have you ever experienced this in trying to share the Kingdom of God with 
someone? What should you do in a situation like that? Base your response on the words 
and witness of Jesus and his disciples.

4. Who do you need to share this lesson with this week? Discuss, and pray for one another for 
boldness in Christ to share what you’ve learned this week with someone who needs to hear 
the truth about the King.

Main Idea: The secrets of God’s kingdom are for the servants of God’s kingdom.

Sermon - August 11, 2019 �2


