
“Soil Types and Heart Conditions”
Matthew 13:1-9; 18-23

Main Idea: God’s kingdom grows in and through hearts of faith where his Word can grow.

Heart conditions that affect the growth of God’s kingdom through the Word:
Satan snatches away the truth from hearts that are hardened to the Lord (19).

The seeds that were sown on the path that was hardened and beaten down didn’t even 
make it into the soil. Birds came along and picked up these seeds, devouring them and taking 
them away from the hardened soil (Mt. 13:4). In explaining the path, Jesus connected it to 
people whose hearts are hardened to the Lord. When they hear the Word, it doesn’t even get 
into their heart and mind; instead, Satan is able to snatch it away quickly because their hearts 
are so hard. The work of God’s kingdom is the work of God’s Word! Sharing, teaching, and 
proclaiming the truth of the kingdom and its King is spiritual battle, and the enemy loves to 
devour the seeds of truth that are sown on hard hearts in this world. Hardened hearts are easy 
pickin’s for the enemy.
1. Read Mt. 13:4 and 13:19. Discuss what God says in these verses.
2. How do these verses affect the way we share the truth of the kingdom and its King? What 

do we do about individuals who have hearts that are hardened to the Lord?
3. Do you know anyone with a heart that’s hardened to the Lord? How can you take what you 

just discussed and apply it to what you should do for these individuals? Share, and discuss.

Troubles take away the truth from hearts that are halfway committed to the Lord (20-21).
The seeds that were sown on the rocky ground were able to take root quickly, but the 

roots were shallow, between the rocks and the hard soil. As a result, these seeds sprouted 
quickly, but the sun also quickly burned them and dried them up so that they weren’t able to 
grow (Mt. 13:5-6). Jesus explained that these seeds and soil were connected to hearts that hear 
the Word and say “Amen!” However, as soon they experience any sort of trouble or 
“persecution” because of the Word, they immediately abandon and forget the truth. They don’t 
have any root because their hearts aren’t deeply and fully committed to the Lord. Halfway 
committed hearts aren’t a threat to the enemy because through trouble and difficulty the truth is 
easily taken away.
1. Read Mt. 13:5-6 and 13:20-21. Discuss what God says in these verses.
2. Do any of you have a testimony about this condition in your heart in the past or present?
3. How do these verses affect the way we share the truth of the kingdom and its King? What 

do we do about individuals who have hearts that are halfway committed to the Lord?
4. Do you know anyone with a heart that’s halfway committed to the Lord? How can you take 

what you just discussed and apply it to what you should do for these individuals? Share, and 
discuss.
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Stuff steals away the truth from hearts that aren’t sold-out to the Lord (22).
The seeds that were sown among the thorns were able to grow as well; however, as 

they grew so did the weeds around them. As weeds do tend to grow, they grew over and around 
the good seeds, choking them down and taking the life from these growing plants (Mt. 13:7). 
Jesus defined the seeds and thorny soil as people who hear the Word, and the truth begins to 
grow in their lives. However, once “the cares of the world” and “the deceitfulness of riches” enter 
the picture into their lives (Mt. 13:22), these things painfully choke out the truth and the 
fruitfulness of the Word. The process is painful as the picture powerfully illustrates. These things 
choke out the fruitfulness of the Word, stealing away the truth because the hearts of these 
individuals that are sold to other things and not just the Lord. When hearts aren’t sold-out to the 
Lord, it’s easy for stuff to steal away the fruitfulness of the truth for the growth of the kingdom.
1. Read Mt. 13:7 and 13:22. Discuss what God says in these verses.
2. Do any of you have a testimony about this condition in your heart?
3. How do these verses affect the way we share the truth of the kingdom and its King? What 

do we do about individuals who have hearts that aren’t sold-out to the Lord?
4. Do you know anyone with a heart that’s not sold-out to the Lord? How can you take what 

you just discussed and apply it to what you should do for these individuals? Share, and 
discuss.

God grows the truth in and through hearts that have faith in the Lord (23).
Finally, some seeds were sown on good soil. How is good soil defined? Good soil is soil 

that grows and bears fruit. The harvest may be at varying levels, but the fruitfulness of the seed 
that’s planted is undeniable (Mt. 13:8). Jesus connects the good soil to those hearts of faith that 
follow him and that come to him for understanding. Those hearts hear the Word and understand 
it! Those hearts bear fruit that grows the kingdom of God in and through their lives. Implied in 
the good soil is the absence of the bad soil. Hearts of faith are sold-out to their Savior. Hearts of 
faith are fully committed to their Lord. Hearts of faith are broken and open before the God of 
their faith. Hearts of faith are hearts that God can use to grow his kingdom in this world.
1. Read Mt. 13:8 and 13:23. Discuss what God says in these verses.
2. Do any of you have a testimony about God cultivating this condition in your heart?
3. What does this parable reveal about the importance of God’s Word in God’s kingdom work 

in our lives and in this world?
4. Pray for all the people that you’ve discussed today, and pray for our church family, asking 

our Lord to continue breaking and tilling the soil, making us good soil for good work for his 
glory.
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