
“Who has power over nature and demons?”
Luke 8:22-39

Main Point: Jesus has power over nature and demons, confirming that he is God.

Facts that confirm that Jesus is God:
Only God has the power to command and to control nature (22-25).

In a boat in the Sea of Galilee, a storm quickly developed around Jesus and his disciples. At this point
in the journey, Jesus was asleep. The wind and the waves didn’t wake him, but the cries of his disciples
did. They were certain that death was imminent as the waves no doubt were beginning to pour water
into the boat and their efforts to get the water out of the boat were futile. As Jesus awoke to their cries,
he spoke to the wind and the waves. His voice commanded a response, and nature’s response was
complete obedience. Immediately, the wind and the waves ceased. Jesus pressed his disciples to
consider their faith, and they did, wondering who Jesus really was. Their question had only one obvious
answer: The only one with the power to command and control nature by the power of his Word is God!
Job was reminded of this when God finally spoke to him in Job 38-41, reminding Job of the power of
God’s Word to create and control any element of creation! No ordinary man has this power. Only God
has the power to command and to control nature.

1. Look at Genesis 1, and discuss the biblical basis for the power and authority of God’s Word over
all of creation.

2. Glance through Job 38-41. How do you see the evidence of God’s power to command his
creation in these words of the Lord? How does this relate to Jesus’ words in Luke 8?

3. Often these stories are applied to “storms” in life that Jesus can calm. How does this application
of the text miss the point of the story? If Jesus was with them, who led them into the storm?

4. From a purely logical standpoint, what does the evidence of what Jesus did reveal about who
Jesus is? Do you know someone who needs to hear this truth this week? Pray, and share.

Only God has the power to command and to judge demons (26-33).
When Jesus and his disciples reached the shore, they were met by a naked man who was demon

possessed. Although he was normally out of control, the demon possessed man fell on the ground
before Jesus, and the demons within him spoke, saying “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of
the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me.” Incredibly, the question about his identity that his
disciples just asked themselves in the boat was answered, and it was answered by a demon! The
demons knew the eternal Lord of creation. The demons knew the very Son of God, who they rebelled
against, and they also knew his power to judge them. The demons confessed Jesus as the Son of God,
and in his presence, they were completely powerless to do anything except what he allowed them to do.
They begged Jesus to send them into some pigs that were nearby, and this begs the question: Who has
the power to command and to judge demons? No ordinary man has this power. Only God has the power
to command and to judge demons.

1. What surprises you most about this interaction between the demons and Jesus? Why does this
story from history provide so much validity on the identity of Jesus?

2. Read Job 1:1-12. How does this shed light on the power of Satan and demons. How does it help
us understand Luke 8? What is the permissive will of God? Research, and discuss.
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3. What does this story remind believers today about the power of Satan and demons? How does
it bring encouragement to you? Do you know someone who needs to hear about the power of
God over demons? Share Jesus with them this week.

From the evidence of what Jesus did, Jesus is God (34-39).
After Jesus sent the demons into the pigs, the pigs plunged into the sea and died. The man, however,

was restored to health, freed from the power of the demons over his life. The people of the town came
and saw Jesus and the healed man. However, their fear, which was likely connected to the loss of the
pigs, led them to ask Jesus to leave! As Jesus and his disciples left, the man who was healed wanted to
leave with them; however, Jesus won’t allow him to come. Instead, he asked him to stay and to tell
everyone about what God had done. The man stayed and obeyed; however, the text points us to the
reality of who Jesus was in verse 39, which tells us that the man “...went away, proclaiming throughout
the whole city how much Jesus had done for him.” From the evidence of what Jesus did --
demonstrating his power over nature and demons -- there’s only one logical answer to the disciples’
question of who Jesus really was. The answer to their question is clear: Jesus is God. Thomas finally got
it after the resurrection of Jesus when he declared to Jesus in Jn. 20:28, “My Lord and my God!” From
the evidence of what Jesus did, Jesus is God.

1. The people of the town were afraid of Jesus, perhaps fearing what they might lose if he stayed.
Before you were saved, did you ever fear Jesus because of what you thought you might have to
give up or lose if he was in your life? Share testimonies.

2. Do you know someone who is struggling with this fear right now? Pray for them, and discuss
how you could share this story with them this week, encouraging them that what we gain in
Christ is so much more!

3. For the healed man, what God did and what Jesus did was one and the same. Review the
evidence this week and last week related to what Jesus did. What does the evidence reveal
about the identity of Jesus?

4. How could you use these historical accounts to share your faith in Jesus with someone who is
seeking? Take time to discuss and to encourage one another in sharing what you’ve studied this
week with others.
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