
 

 

“The Power to Proclaim the Blessings of God” 
Luke 6:20-26 

 
Main Point: Jesus has the power to proclaim the blessings of the kingdom of God. 
 
Facts about the true blessings of the kingdom of God: 
Jesus has the power to pronounce the blessings of the kingdom of God (20-23). 

- Poverty, hunger, suffering, and rejection remind us of our weaknesses. 
- Poverty, hunger, suffering, and rejection encourage us to depend on God. 
- The blessings proclaimed are promises for eternity and not for today. 

     As Jesus began to teach his disciples that day, his words were hard to understand. They were 
counter-cultural words that went against conventional logic and reason. Poverty, hunger, and suffering 
are things that exist in the world because of sin. They are a part of the curse. Generally, those who exist 
in a state of poverty, hunger, or suffering would be viewed as cursed rather than blessed. In fact, it’s the 
exact opposite of these things that most call blessings in this world! However, Jesus said that those who 
were poor, hungry, suffering, and rejected were blessed! What did he mean? Matthew’s gospel sheds 
light on these words of Jesus, as Matthew makes it clear that these physical realities were meant to 
point to deeper spiritual realities such as poverty of spirit and hunger for righteousness (Mt. 5:2-12). But 
there’s a spiritual reality that is often revealed through these physical realities, which is that poverty, 
hunger, suffering, and rejection remind us of our weaknesses. These things often drive us to depend on 
God to provide the most basic things that we need for life. Jesus said that those existing in these states 
are blessed if their hope and faith is in God, who promises eternal wealth, eternal filling, eternal joy, and 
eternal acceptance. In this moment, Jesus pronounced the blessings of the kingdom of God on those 
whose hearts were set in faith on the king. Only the King has the power to bestow the blessings of his 
kingdom! Jesus is the King, and his blessings are promised to those whose hearts are humble and 
dependent before the Lord. 

1. Read each of the blessings in Lk. 6:20-23 and in Mt. 5:2-12, and discuss. How are these 
blessings counter-cultural to the way that the world thinks? 

2. How does poverty, hunger, suffering, and rejection reveal our weaknesses as humans? Have 
you ever experienced this in your life? Does recognizing our weaknesses and sinfulness have 
any impact on humility and dependence before God? If so, how? 

3. Study the blessings that Jesus proclaimed. Are these promises for today or for the future? How 
does Jesus clearly point to the time of fulfillment for these promises? Why is this important? 

4. How do these blessings change the way you think? How should that change what you do? 
 
Jesus has the power to warn those who think they have the blessings of the kingdom of God 
(24-26). 

- Wealth, fullness, comfort, and acceptance often blinds us to our weaknesses. 
- Wealth, fullness, comfort, and acceptance often discourages dependence on God. 
- The woes proclaimed remind us not to exchange the eternal blessings of the kingdom of God for 

the temporary blessings of this world. 
     Jesus could have stopped with the blessings that were available to those whose hearts were 
dependent on God, but he didn’t. He went on to pronounce woes on those whose current state in the 
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world was one of wealth, fullness, comfort, and acceptance. How strange these words must have been 
to his disciples! These were the very things that the world -- and the religious leaders -- called the 
blessings of God in this world. These were the things that the world pursued. What is Jesus saying? His 
words pointed to the reality of the temporary nature of these things in life. If wealth, fullness, comfort, 
and acceptance is what you are pursuing in life and expecting to be the blessing of life, you’ll find that 
these things are fleeting. In fact, wealth, fullness, comfort, and acceptance often blind us to our 
weaknesses. These are the very things that often discourage dependence on God. It’s when people 
have these things that they tend to become prideful and self-reliant before the Lord rather than humble 
and dependent on the Lord. Jesus was speaking to those who had exchanged the eternal blessings of 
the kingdom of God for the temporary blessings of this world. Their hearts weren’t humble and 
dependent on the Lord, so the temporary blessings of this life were all that they had! In this moment, 
Jesus warned those who were not in the kingdom of God! Only the King has the power to know who is 
in his kingdom and who isn’t. Jesus is the King, and his warnings are for those whose hearts aren’t 
humble and dependent before the Lord. 

1. Read each of the woes in Lk. 6:24-26, and discuss. How are these woes counter-cultural to the 
way that the world thinks? 

2. How does wealth, fullness, comfort, and acceptance promote pride and self-reliance as 
humans? Have you ever experienced this in your life? 

3. Study the woes that Jesus proclaimed. Are these directed to those whose real faith and hope is 
in these things in this world? If so, why? Do you know someone whose hope and focus is in 
these realities in life and who thinks the blessings of God are tied to these things in life right 
now? Take time to pray for them now. How can you share this lesson with them this week? 

4. How do these woes change the way you think? How should that change what you do? 
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