
 

 

“The Priority of Preaching” 
Luke 4:14-30, 42-44 

 
Main Point: Preaching the good news is a purpose of first priority in following Jesus. 
 
Reasons preaching the good news is a purpose of first priority: 
Preaching the good news proclaims Jesus as the Messiah (14-21). 
     After his baptism and his time of preparation and temptation, Jesus was empowered with the Holy 
Spirit to begin his earthly ministry, and the priority of that ministry was clear: To preach the good news of 
the Kingdom of God! Jesus began to go from place to place, always attending the synagogue and taking 
the opportunity presented in the synagogue to read and to teach God’s Word, proclaiming the good 
news of his Kingdom. In his hometown in Galilee, God gives us a glimpse into what the preaching of 
Jesus looked like in the synagogue. In this case, Jesus read from the scroll of Isaiah, reading a passage 
with clear Messanic hope, pointing to the promised day of the Lord. The emphasis of the passage is 
preaching! It’s the message of the proclamation of good news. It’s the message of the proclamation of 
freedom and the recovery of sight. It’s the message of the proclamation of a time of the Lord’s favor or 
grace. Jesus read this message of a promised proclamation connected to the day of the Lord, and then 
he said: “Today, this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Lk. 4:21). What a proclamation! Jesus 
was the one that God pointed to through Isaiah. Jesus was the one ushering in God’s promised hope! 
Jesus was the long awaited Savior who God sent to proclaim his good news to his people! 

1. What’s significant about the fact that preaching is the first thing Jesus focused on in his earthly 
ministry? Look through Luke 4. How many times is preaching, teaching, and proclaiming 
mentioned? What does this tell us about the importance of proclamation in the work of Jesus? 

2. Look up the verses in Isaiah that are quoted here in Luke 4. Read and discuss those verses. 
How does Isaiah 61 point to a time of the Lord’s favor? 

3. What does it mean that those words from Isaiah were fulfilled by Jesus? What was the 
implication of this connected to the identity of Jesus that the Jews in Galilee understood. 

 
Preaching the good news presses people to make a decision about Jesus (22). 
     As Jesus continued to preach and teach from this passage in Isaiah, the people in the synagogue 
were amazed at the words that were coming from his mouth. Surely, the preaching of Jesus wasn’t 
missed. Surely, they understood the implications of what Jesus proclaimed. However, they knew Jesus. 
He was Mary and Joseph’s boy, who grew up in their town. In that moment, they were pressed to make 
a decision. In their hearts -- and perhaps in their hushed conversation -- they surely asked the question, 
“Am I going to believe in Jesus or not?” Should we accept what he’s proclaiming, or should we reject it? 
“Is not this Joseph’s son” (Lk. 4:22)? In that moment, they had a decision to make. This is what 
preaching of the good news, which proclaims Jesus as the Messiah, does. Preaching the good news 
should always press hearers to make a decision about Jesus. Will we believe what he says? Will we 
accept who he truly is? 

1. Read the first half of verse 22. What does it say about what the people were thinking and saying 
about the preaching of Jesus and his message from the verses in Isaiah? How does the question 
they asked give us a clue about the direction of their decision about Jesus? 

2. How does preaching and teaching today press people to make a decision about Jesus? Does it? 
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Preaching the good news presents the truth about sin and grace (23-27). 
     Jesus knew their hearts. He knew the direction of their hearts moved to rejection rather than to 
acceptance of what he said and who he was. So what did Jesus do? He confronted them with their 
sinful unbelief, and he reminded them of God’s unmerited grace. Jesus pointed to the hardness of their 
hearts and to the sinfulness of their unbelief, connecting them with Israel at periods of great 
unfaithfulness to the Lord. He also reminded them that God’s grace came to those outside of Israel at 
times when Israel rejected the Lord. This was a powerful proclamation that presented the truth about sin 
in the hearts of those in the synagogue that day with Jesus. It was a wonderful proclamation that 
presented the truth of God’s grace that was available to people outside of Israel. Jesus didn’t sugarcoat 
the truth, but he preached the good news, which often demands that sin be identified and addressed. 

1. Is the preaching of Jesus in these verses confrontational? Why, or why not? If so, is there still a 
place for confrontational preaching today? Ground your answer in God’s Word. 

2. How does Jesus point to both sin and judgment against sin, as well as to the grace of God 
towards sinners who respond in faith to him? What can we learn from this in the way that we 
proclaim the good news of the gospel to others? 

3. Do you know someone who needs to be confronted with their sin and told of the grace of God? 
Pray for them, and come up with a plan to talk to them this week. 

 
Preaching the good news proves dangerous when Jesus is rejected (28-30). 
     Rather than repenting of their sin and turning in belief to Jesus, the people of his hometown stiffened 
their necks and hardened their hearts. They were infuriated with the words of Jesus, which clearly 
identified them with unbelieving Israel in the past. Their anger grew feet, and the angry mob that was 
formed in sin pushed and pressed against Jesus to bring him to a cliff in the area so that they could 
throw him over the cliff. They tried to kill Jesus! Somehow, miraculously, Jesus slipped through the 
crowd and escaped. He went away from his hometown, continuing to go from place to place, preaching 
and teaching the good news of the Kingdom of God (Lk 4:31)! 

1. The rejection of Jesus was violent! Why? They could have just dismissed him and walked away. 
What does the reaction to Jesus tell us about the spiritual battle that’s real in the work of Jesus? 

2. In following Jesus, what does this example from his life prepare us for in his work? 
3. Have you ever encountered violent rejection from those who reject Jesus? Share, and pray for 

courage and boldness to continue sharing. Pray for those living in areas of the world where this 
is a real danger everyday in the work of preaching the gospel. 

 
Preaching the good news provides the good news to those who need Jesus (42-44). 
     As Jesus began to cast out demons and heal the sick, the desire for these physical ministries quickly 
became overwhelming. In fact, Jesus had to find a desolate place to get rest from the constant 
pressures of those who wanted him to heal their physical needs. The needs then -- as they are now -- 
were incalculable. Jesus could have stayed in that one place indefinitely and had his days filled with 
those who needed healing, but he didn’t. That wasn’t his primary purpose. His priority in his earthly 
ministry was preaching the good news, and he needed to keep moving in order to take the good news to 
those who needed to hear it proclaimed. He had to go to the places where there were people who 
needed the Messiah. In a very simple but important way, preaching the good news still provides the 
good news to those who need Jesus. 

1. Why didn’t Jesus stay put and heal everyone who was sick and cast out every demon? Why did 
he continue to make preaching a priority? What is the answer based on these verses? 

2. As we continue to follow Jesus, doing his work in this world, what’s more important: The 
physical needs of those around us or the mission of our Lord who sent us? Are these two things 
mutually exclusive? If not, what’s the balance that we see and can learn from through Jesus? 

3. Do you know someone who needs Jesus? How are they going to hear? Is God sending you? 
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