
 

 

“God’s Son!” 
Luke 3:1-22 

 
Main Point: Jesus is God’s Son, who set the example of a life dedicated to God. 
 
Facts that confirm that Jesus is God’s Son, whose life was dedicated to God: 
John the Baptist prepared people for God’s salvation through Jesus (1-6). 

● He preached repentance (7-14). 
● He pointed to Jesus (15-20). 

     John the Baptist was God’s long awaited prophet, spoken of in the Old Testament, who would 
prepare the way for the Messiah, who would in turn bring salvation to God’s people. John was also a 
colorful character! He was out in the wilderness, eating locusts and wild honey, preaching a fiery 
message of repentance, and calling it like it was without sugar coating the truth. People were drawn to 
him. Some came and responded in true repentance. Others came out of curiosity. Still others came out 
of jealousy, fear, and even hate. John’s message was for all: “Repent!” The coming revelation of God’s 
saving grace through Jesus was one that lowered barriers -- the mountains and paths -- that obscured 
the salvation of the Lord. To prepare for the salvation of God through Christ Jesus, John’s message 
focused on two things: (1) Preaching true repentance, calling people to not just feel bad or sorry for sin, 
but also to turn away from sin and to do what is right; and (2) pointing to Jesus, making sure people 
knew that he (John) was not the Messiah! Jesus was the Messiah! Today, we still prepare people for 
God’s salvation through Jesus by preaching true repentance and pointing others to Christ! Although this 
isn’t always an easy message -- and it isn’t always well received (Lk. 3:20), the message of repentance 
and pointing others to trust in Jesus as Christ is the good news (Lk. 3:18)! 

1. What was the message that John preached? Read the verses referenced above, and discuss. 
2. Why did God send John to call people to repent? What were the serious consequences of sin -- 

associated with the coming Messiah -- that John proclaimed? 
3. Why is it sometimes considered unpopular to preach repentance today? Is it important to preach 

repentance regardless of the consequences? Explain. 
4. How did John point others away from himself and toward Jesus Christ? Can people still today 

look to a teacher or preacher instead of looking toward their Savior? 
5. You know someone who needs to hear the message of repentance and faith in Jesus. What is 

their name? Take time to share, to pray, and to discuss who you can preach repentance and 
point them to Jesus this coming week. 

 
Jesus was baptized, publicly confirming his identity as God’s Son (21-22). 

● Jesus was baptized in obedience to his Father. 
● Jesus was baptized as an example for us. 

     One question that has to be answered is “why was Jesus baptized?” If Jesus was the sinless Son of 
God, then why was he baptized under John’s baptism of repentance? If he was sinless, he didn’t need 
to repent! Even John the Baptist asked this question in Matthew 3! In fact, Matthew is the only Gospel 
writer who provided an answer to this question. When John questioned Jesus in Matthew 3, Jesus 
responded that he must be baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” (Mt. 3:15). What does this mean? Some 
have suggested that Jesus was baptized to simply ensure full compliance with what God demanded and 
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called for in the lives of his people, which at that time was the baptism of repentance through the 
ministry of John. John Calvin argues that Christ was baptized for two reasons: (1) To give full obedience 
to the Lord and (2) to ordain or consecrate baptism for believers. Jonathan Pennington from The 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary argued that Jesus’ baptism was a submission to life-dedication 
to God, which is a part of repentance. In other words, Pennington argues that repentance is not only 
turning away from sin, which Jesus did not need to do, but also turning to a life dedicated to God, which 
Jesus certainly did do! Regardless, the baptism of Jesus was the right thing to do, since it was followed 
by a public and supernatural confirmation of Jesus as God’s Son, in whom his Father was “well pleased” 
(Lk. 3:22). Today, we still follow the example of Jesus, getting baptized into Christ in obedience to his 
command (Mt. 28:18-20) and in identification with a life that’s turned from sin and turned to a life 
dedicated to God through Jesus Christ! Baptism is an important step of obedience as a follower of 
Jesus, and baptism by immersion follows Jesus’ example in baptism! The Greek word for baptize literally 
means “to immerse.” Jesus went down into the water of the Jordan River, and he came back up out of 
the water. This method of baptism is faithful to the practice of baptism in the New Testament, and it also 
beautifully displays the Gospel in a life that’s been united with Christ through faith (Rom. 6:1-4). 

1. Read Luke’s and Matthew’s accounts of the baptism of Jesus. Discuss why Jesus got baptized 
by John under the baptism of repentance. How was the baptism of Jesus in obedience to God? 
How was the baptism of Jesus an example for us still today? 

2. What does John say about the baptism that Jesus, the Messiah, will inaugurate? What did John 
mean that Jesus’ baptism would be by the Holy Spirit and fire? 

3. After the baptism of Jesus, his identity was confirmed in an incredible and public way! The Holy 
Spirit descended on Jesus, and the Father proclaimed that Jesus was his Son, in whom he was 
pleased! If you were there that day, how do you think you would have reacted to seeing and to 
hearing all of that? 

4. Read Mt. 28:16-20. Discuss how baptism is still an important act of obedience to God. How is 
repentance (not just turning from sin but also turning to God) still a part of baptism? Discuss 
what the word baptism means (to immerse) and how the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River 
forms the foundation for why we baptize by immersion today. 

5. Have you taken the step of obedience in believer’s baptism? If not, why not? Discuss, and obey! 
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