
 

 

“God’s Son!” 
Luke 2:39-52 

 
Main Point: Jesus is God’s Son, whose early life was marked by the favor and wisdom of God.  
 
Evidence that Jesus is God’s Son: 
Under the faithful faith of his parents, Jesus grew in God’s wisdom and favor (39-40). 
     Joseph and Mary were faithful in their faith, which ensured that Jesus as an infant and a toddler was 
raised under the law of God, in obedience to the commandments of God. After they had completed all of 
the requirements of the law for baby Jesus and Mary, they returned to their hometown to resume their 
normal routines in life. As Jesus grew from a baby to a toddler to a young boy, the trajectory of his life 
headed in one direction. He grew physically in a normal and healthy way, but most importantly, he grew 
spiritually in a way that was healthy but wasn’t normal. During Jesus’ early years, his life evidenced the 
growing wisdom of God and the clear favor of God. Jesus was the sinless Son of God! Even his early 
years were marked by a uniqueness of wisdom and obedience that pointed to the presence and favor of 
God in his life. Unlike all others who are born sinners and who begin early to exhibit a trajectory towards 
sin, Jesus’ life was marked by a different trajectory that pointed to his unique identity as the Son of God. 

1. Verse 39 reminds us of the important impact of godly parents on the lives of their young 
children. Did you grow up in a home with godly parents? If so, share how their faith impacted 
you early in your life. If not, share how their lack of faith impacted you early in life. If you’re a 
parent or grandparent, why is your faith important in raising your children to know and to obey 
God? 

2. Do a word study on verse 41, looking at what it means to be filled with wisdom and to have the 
favor of God. As this applies to Jesus as a toddler and young boy, what’s unique and important 
about this reality? 

 
At the age of accountability under God’s law, Jesus displayed a supernatural knowledge and 
understanding of the law (41-47). 
     The faithful faith of Joseph and Mary continued through the formative years of Jesus’ life. Yearly, they 
would make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem to celebrate Passover, and they would faithfully stay through 
the entire week to celebrate and participate in this important time of gathering, remembrance, and 
worship for the Jewish people. When Jesus was twelve-years-old, around the time when a Jewish boy 
became accountable under the law, they made their annual trip to Jerusalem for the Passover. This time, 
however, when they started to return, Jesus was left behind. After they finally figured out that Jesus 
wasn’t in the group returning to Nazareth, they quickly returned to look for him and found him at the 
temple several days later. Jesus was at the temple, surrounded by the teachers, asking questions and 
discussing the law with them in an astonishing way! Jesus displayed a knowledge and understanding of 
the law that far surpassed his age! His supernatural knowledge and understanding of the law of God 
pointed to his identity as the Son of God, who was the Word of God who took on flesh and dwelt among 
us! 

1. Mary and Joseph were consistent in the observance of their faith. They were faithful to 
participate in worship by God’s design for them as Jews. Today, why is consistency important in 
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the practice of our faith? As New Testament believers, what should that look like (yearly, weekly, 
daily) in our lives? 

2. After days of searching, Joseph and Mary found Jesus at the temple, sitting with the teachers 
and asking questions, discussing God’s Word. Luke tells us that all who heard were amazed at 
his understanding! What does Jesus’ interest, attention, and contribution to discussing God’s 
Word reveal about his identity and his purpose? 

 
When found at the temple by his parents, Jesus professed his true identity as God’s Son! (48-50). 
     When Joseph and Mary confronted Jesus at the temple, they responded in the way that we would 
expect loving parents to respond. They had been terribly worried about Jesus, and they were extremely 
frustrated that he had missed the returning group. Surely, Jesus stayed behind because of his 
preoccupation with discussing the law of God at the temple and not out of willful disobedience to his 
parents. His response seemed to indicate that he assumed his parents would know where he was and 
perhaps would have come to get him when it was time to go: “Did you not know that I must be in my 
Father’s house?” They struggled to understand what Jesus meant, and that would have been 
understandable! The term “Father” was not a common way for the Jews to refer to God, whose name 
was so holy that they would not even say his covenant name aloud. Jesus’ words were radical, and his 
words revealed something revolutionary. Jesus had a relationship to God the Father that was unique, 
and at this young age, he revealed that relationship with clarity and simplicity: God was his Father, which 
meant that he was God’s Son. Jesus is the Messiah, who is the Son of God! 

1. What does the response of Joseph and Mary in these verses reveal about them as parents and 
their love for Jesus? 

2. What does Jesus’ response imply about his relationship to God? What does it imply about his 
identity? Why did Joseph and Mary have such a hard time understanding what Jesus said? 

3. Calling God “Father” implies what about Jesus? In other words, if his Father is God, is Jesus 
God? This is a claim of deity that either has to be accepted or rejected. Do you know someone 
who needs to accept Jesus as the Messiah, God’s Son? Pray for them, and share with them! 

 
In returning home, Jesus honored his heavenly Father by obeying his earthly parents, continuing 
to grow into adulthood in God’s wisdom and favor (51-52). 
     As Jesus and his parents returned home, his mother Mary treasured up all that had happened and all 
that he had said. She didn’t fully understand everything that happened, but she understood that all that 
happened was significant! One day she would understand. One day she would remember and be able to 
tell others about these events in Jesus’ life. As they returned, the trajectory of Jesus’ life continued along 
the path of God’s purpose for his time on earth. One statement summarizes the years between Jesus at 
twelve-years-old at the temple and Jesus at thirty-years-old when he entered his public ministry: “Jesus 
increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.” The trajectory of Jesus’ life as a 
young child continued into his adult years. Jesus honored and obeyed his heavenly Father by honoring 
and obeying his earthly parents, and Jesus continued to grow in God’s wisdom and favor in a way that 
others saw and recognized this characteristic of his life. Jesus was the sinless man, tempted in every 
way that every human is tempted, yet never caving into sin! How is this perfect trajectory and this 
perfect life possible? Jesus is the Son of God! 

1. Why does Luke point out that Jesus was submissive to his parents? Why is Jesus’ obedience 
important to his parents important in relationship to his identity as God’s Son? 

2. What does it mean that Mary treasured up all these things in her heart? 
3. Study verse 52. What does wisdom apply to in Jesus’ life? What about stature? Finally, what 

about favor with God and man? How are all of these things important for the mission of Jesus: 
To save God’s people from their sin? How does this trajectory of Jesus’ life help to substantiate 
Jesus’ identity? 
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