
 

 

“Dedicated to God” 
Luke 2:22-38 

 
Main Point: Jesus is the Messiah, and hearts that are dedicated to God proclaim this truth! 
 
Characteristics of hearts that are dedicated to God: 
Dedication to God involves simple obedience that magnifies the grace of God (22-24). 
     Eight days after the birth of Jesus, Joseph and Mary had Jesus circumcised, which was the sign of 
the covenant and was commanded under Mosaic law (Lk. 2:21; Gen. 17:10-13; Lev. 12:3). After waiting 
for the appropriate period of time to pass (Lev. 12:4-6), they took Jesus to Jerusalem to go to the temple 
in order to do two things: (1) To redeem Jesus -- the first-born male of Joseph and Mary -- under the law 
of Moses (Ex. 13:11-15; Num. 18:16), and (2) to offer sacrifices for the purification of Mary after childbirth 
(Lev. 12:6-8). Neither of these things were extraordinary. Observing the redemption of the firstborn male 
and purification after childbirth were expected for any devout, practicing Jew. Joseph and Mary were 
simply obeying God’s design for their lives. However, their simple obedience had extraordinary 
significance. Their faithfulness and obedience to the Lord was critical to ensure God’s desire and design 
in the life of his Son, Jesus! For although he was fully divine as well as fully human, baby Jesus couldn’t 
make the decision on his own to obey in circumcision or in the act of redemption. As an infant, Joseph’s 
and Mary’s dedication to God was essential to their son’s dedication to God in his first week and month 
of life. Additionally, Joseph’s and Mary’s simple acts of obedience magnified the grace of God. The 
purification ritual after childbirth not only reminded men and women of their sinfulness or uncleanness, 
but also it reminded men and women of God’s gracious provision of cleansing, the purification that only 
he can provide. The redemption of the firstborn ritual not only reminded God’s people that all life comes 
from him and belongs to him, but also it reminded God’s people of his grace in sparing their firstborn 
through the final plague before the Lord delivered Israel from slavery in Egypt. While we aren’t under the 
Old Testament covenant anymore, the principles learned from these practices still apply. Dedication to 
God in our lives still involves simple obedience, and simple obedience to God always magnifies his 
grace in our lives! 

1. Research the redemption of the firstborn in Israel, studying the passages listed above. How did 
the deliverance of the firstborn in Israel through the final plague in Egypt display the grace of 
God? How did this act of redemption continue to remind the Jews -- and us -- of God’s grace? 

2. Research the purification of the mother after childbirth, exploring the passages listed above. 
How did this ritual under the Old Testament law remind people of our sin and uncleanness? How 
did it reveal God’s gracious provision for a way of purification? 

3. Dedication to God involves simple obedience to God. Do you believe that? Are there areas of 
disobedience in your life that you need to address today? Share, and pray for the strength and 
grace of Christ to grow obedience in your lives. 

4. How does your obedience -- like these Jewish rituals -- display the grace of God in your life? 
Think about some real examples of daily obedience that display -- or are intended to display -- 
God’s grace in you. How are you pointing others to God’s grace through your obedience to him? 
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Dedication to God is seen in lives that are Spirit-led, Word and prayer saturated, and 
Christ-confessing (25-38). 
     The simple obedience of Joseph and Mary also led to an extraordinary confirmation that Jesus was 
the Christ, the long-awaited Messiah sent from God. As Jesus was brought to the temple that day in 
Jerusalem, Joseph and Mary encountered Simeon, who was a righteous and devout Jew. Simeon had 
been led to the temple that day by the Spirit. His life was Word and prayer saturated, as was seen in his 
proclamation concerning Christ (Lk. 2:29-32), and as Simeon had waited for the promised Messiah, the 
Lord had told him that he would not die until he had seen the Messiah. In the presence of Jesus, this 
heart dedicated to God knew immediately that he was in the presence of God’s Son! He also knew 
prophetically that the path ahead for Jesus would be difficult, and that those who follow Jesus -- like his 
mother Mary -- would encounter suffering. To establish the identity of Jesus further, the Lord also sent a 
devout Jewish widow, Anna, to Joseph, Mary, and Jesus that day at the temple. Again, with a heart that 
was dedicated to God and saturated with prayer, she knew immediately that Jesus was the Messiah and 
that the day of God’s deliverance for Jerusalem had arrived. Like Simeon, she praised the Lord for the 
gift of Jesus, and then she began to tell everyone who was waiting for the Messiah that he had been 
born. She confessed Jesus as the Christ, and celebrated the arrival of her King! What started as a simple 
step of obedience -- going to the temple for the redemption of baby Jesus and the purification of his 
mother Mary -- ended as a supernatural celebration and proclamation of Jesus the Messiah (or Christ). 
What started as two hearts dedicated to God to obediently raise their son under the law ended with two 
hearts that were in awe and wonder over God’s grace towards them through his Son. Still today, lives 
that are dedicated to God are Spirit-led, Word and prayer saturated, and Christ-confessing! 

1. Explore these verses, and identify and discuss how Simeon was Spirit-led, Word and prayer 
saturated, and Christ-confessing. Do the same for Anna. 

2. In your daily life, what does it look like to be Spirit-led, Word and prayer saturated, and 
Christ-confessing. Use Scripture -- like this passage in Luke -- to define these things biblically 
and to apply them similarly to your lives. Does your life look like this? As followers of Jesus, how 
can we cultivate these qualities in our lives? 

3. Like Simeon, when was the last time that you praised and worship God for the gift of Jesus? 
Take time in your group to break into small prayer groups of two or three and to pray, thanking 
the Lord for sending his Son, our Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

4. Like Anna, when was the last time you told someone else that Jesus was the Messiah, sent to 
redeem God’s people? Take time to make a list of people you know who need to hear the truth 
that Jesus is the Savior? Pray for them, and then discuss how you are going to tell them about 
Jesus Christ this coming week. 
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