
“The Greatest Sacrifice in Creation”
Luke 23:33-46

Main Point: Jesus died for the forgiveness of sin.

Facts that focus on God’s purpose of forgiveness through the death of Jesus:
Jesus displays the need for forgiveness on the cross (33, 39-42).

- Jesus was crucified between two, condemned sinners (33).
- One looked to Jesus with contempt (39).
- One looked to Jesus with faith (40-42).

In all of Scripture, there are few pictures more powerful than the picture of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God and King of kings, hanging on a cross between two, condemned criminals. The sinless Son of
God had sinners at his right side and at his left side as he hung on the cross to die for sin. This picture
reminds us of our sin. All of us, on our own, stand condemned as sinners before our Lord. However, the
picture that God gives us of the death of Jesus also reminds us that there’s hope. When it comes to
death, there are only two options. There are only two things that can happen at the end of this life. One
option is the rightful condemnation that we deserve for our sin. The other option is the undeserved grace
of God’s forgiveness of our sin, and Jesus is at the center of this decision. One of the criminals looked to
Jesus with contempt, joining in with the crowds that jeered at him. However, one criminal looked to
Jesus with faith, hoping in the grace of God through Jesus in his life. What a display of the need for
forgiveness! What a picture of repentance and faith in Jesus!

1. Discuss how this picture of Jesus hanging on a cross between two criminals displays the need
for forgiveness and the purpose of the death of Jesus.

2. Discuss the two responses to Jesus: Rejection or acceptance of King Jesus. At death, this is the
only decision in life that truly matters. Why?

3. Do you know someone who has contempt for Jesus? Discuss how you could share this story
from Luke with them in the coming week.

4. Do you remember when you looked to faith in Jesus? What did you deserve at that time in your
life? Share praise to the Lord for his gracious forgiveness in your life through Christ.

Jesus desires forgiveness rather than judgment (34-38).
Jesus not only hung on a cross in-between two, condemned criminals, but Jesus also hung on a

cross surrounded by condemned sinners. From the Jewish leaders and people who mocked him with
contempt to the Roman soldiers who made fun of him as he hung on the cross, Jesus was surrounded
by sinners who rejected their Creator and who stood rightfully condemned in their sin before their Lord.
However, Jesus desired forgiveness rather than judgment. Hanging on the cross with the loud jeers of
the sinners around him, the sinless Son of God prayed. His prayer was a request to the Father, asking
him to forgive the people because they didn’t realize the full extent of what they were doing. Jesus
prayed for forgiveness! What an incredible display of God’s grace, and what a beautiful reminder for
today! We are like the Jewish rulers and the Roman soldiers around the cross. On our own, we all stand
as condemned sinners before Jesus. All of us deserve the wrath and judgment of God against our sin;
however, we’re reminded here that God’s desire is forgiveness! Jesus desires forgiveness rather than
judgment, and God’s desire for forgiveness is such good news!
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1. Discuss the scene at the cross. Everyone -- not only the criminals next to Jesus -- stood
condemned in their sin! What about today?

2. What does the prayer of Jesus teach us about the heart of God towards sinners?
3. Pray for the people who have contempt towards Jesus. Pray for God’s forgiveness, and then

discuss how you can share this story to tell them about God’s grace through Jesus.

Jesus extends forgiveness to those who look to him in faith (40-43).
Something happened in the heart of one of the criminals hanging on a cross next to Jesus. No

doubt it happened as he saw Jesus on the cross and heard the prayer of Jesus from the cross. His heart
was convicted of sin and judgment, and his heart was convinced of the righteousness of Jesus, the Son
of God. The criminal cried out “Jesus, remember me when you come into your Kingdom,” and the
beautiful response of Jesus was “truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” What an example
of forgiveness through the gracious gift of faith in Jesus! More than just forgiveness, the man was given
a reward! He would be with Jesus in Paradise after his death on the cross that day! The Lord convicted
the criminal of sin and convinced him of his Savior, and in response, the man confessed his faith and his
hope in Jesus. What a hope for condemned sinners still today! Jesus continues to extend forgiveness to
those who look to him in faith, and the forgiveness of God through faith in Jesus still comes with an
eternal reward that isn’t deserved and can’t be earned: Eternal life with Jesus in Paradise!

1. Read verses 40-42. How is the criminal convicted of his sin? How do you see the confession of
sin in his life? How do you know that he had faith in Jesus? How do you see his confession of
faith in the Lord?

2. The response of Jesus implies forgiveness but states reward! How? What is the reward?
3. In sharing the gospel, how could you use this story in Scripture to point others to confess their

sins and their faith in Jesus? How could you use this story to encourage others with the
forgiveness and reward that God graciously gives through Christ?

Jesus accomplished forgiveness through his sacrificial death (44-46).
In God’s perfect time, his plan of forgiveness through the sacrifice of his sinless Son was

fulfilled. All of creation responded to the moment when God’s wrath was poured out on his Son against
sin. As this moment came to completion, the curtain in the temple, which separated a holy God from
sinful mankind, was torn apart, and the Son of God willingly and sacrificially gave himself as the atoning
sacrifice for sin. Jesus committed his Spirit to the Father, and then breathed his last breath! Jesus died.
His death was the atoning sacrifice for the forgiveness of sin. Jesus accomplished forgiveness through
his sacrificial death, and today, those who trust in him, are justified through his death on the cross. It is
finished!

1. Use your Bibles to identify passages that state why Jesus died on the cross. Share these verses.
What is the connection of the Old Testament sacrificial system to the death of Jesus on the
cross? How was his death a sacrifice for sin?

2. Why was the sinlessness of Jesus important for the sacrifice of Jesus for sin?
3. As the curtain was torn in the temple, what did this communicate about what had been

accomplished through his death on the cross?
4. Share this story with someone this week, and pray that God will use your witness to lead sinners

to trust in the Savior who accomplished forgiveness through his sacrificial death.
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