
 

 

“Pray, Go, Rejoice” 
Luke 10:1-11, 17-20 

 
Main Point: Jesus calls us to pray for more workers in God’s kingdom, to go to work for the King, and to 
rejoice in God’s amazing grace! 
 
Pray for more workers for the abundant harvest in God’s kingdom (1-2). 

In order to prepare people for Jesus, the Lord sent out “advance teams.” There were 36 teams 
of 2 that went out to prepare the way for Jesus, and the Lord’s instructions to these teams started with a 
call to prayer. Jesus told them that the harvest was plentiful, yet the workers were few. What an 
incredible statement! It was a fact that guaranteed success in the harvest field. Workers could go with 
the complete expectation that there would be a harvest! However, it was also a statement that 
expressed a real need: The need for more workers in the harvest field! The issue wasn’t whether or not 
there was a harvest to be reaped; the issue was whether or not there were enough workers to go into the 
harvest field to do the work! Jesus told them that there weren’t enough workers. Jesus called his 
disciples to pray to the Lord of the harvest to send more workers into the field. Today, the issue isn’t 
whether or not there’s a harvest to be reaped; the issue is that there’s a need for more workers in the 
harvest field. The command of Jesus is for us still today: Pray for more workers for the abundant harvest 
that’s ready to be reaped in the Lord’s harvest field! 

1. Use peoplegroups.org and the information that Bro. Joel shared about our area to discuss the 
plentiful harvest. What is the scope and scale of the harvest? Are the workers still few? 

2. How can you and your group pray regularly and earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
more workers into the field? Discuss and come up with a practical plan. Pray! 

3. How does our church help to send workers into the harvest field? How does Cooperative 
Program giving contribute to this work? How do the Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong offerings 
contribute to this effort? 

 
Go to work in the harvest field, preparing hearts for the coming King (3-11). 

Interestingly, Jesus not only called these disciples to pray, but Jesus also called these disciples 
to go! He sent them into the harvest fields to do the work. Yes, there were only 72 of them, and they 
needed many more. However, the lack of an adequate number of laborers in the field was no reason for 
the available laborers to avoid the work in the field. Actually, that was all the more reason for them to go 
to the field! The harvest was plentiful, and they needed to go to work in the harvest field. Jesus called 
them to go in faith, bringing little with them for provision. They would be provided for by the Lord of the 
harvest as they worked in his field. Jesus called them to go in peace, bringing the blessing and the 
peace of the Lord to those they encounter along the way. Jesus called them to go in power, meeting 
physical needs and proclaiming the kingdom of God to those they encountered, and Jesus called them 
to go in purpose, staying where Jesus was received, leaving where Jesus wasn’t rejected, and serving 
as a witness for the kingdom to all. Today, nothing has changed. Disciples must continue to pray for 
more workers, but we must also obey the Lord of the harvest who has sent us into his fields. We must 
go to prepare hearts for the coming King. We must go in faith, peace, power, and purpose, knowing that 
the fact that workers are few doesn’t change the fact that we must go to work! 
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1. Jesus called his disciples to go: He sent them into the harvest field. Has he also called us to go? 
Has he sent us into the harvest field? If so, what are some passages that confirm this 
command? 

2. How did Jesus call them to go in faith? Why was this important? What would this compel them 
to do on their journey? What is the principle that we can still apply today in our work? 

3. Discuss how the disciples were called to go in peace, power, and purpose. Has anything 
changed in their message and work then and our message and work today? Use Scripture to 
support your discussion. 

4. Are you going to work for the Lord of the harvest? How is Jesus sending you into your home, 
school, workplace, and community? Is Jesus sending you away to work somewhere else in his 
harvest field? 

 
Rejoice in the greatest miracle of all: God’s gracious gift of salvation (17-20)! 

After the 72 disciples returned to Jesus, they were incredibly excited. They had cast out demons 
through the name of Jesus. Jesus confirmed that he had given them the authority and power to conquer 
the enemy and to protect their lives as they did his work; however, Jesus also told them not to rejoice in 
this ability that he had given them. What they should rejoice in, however, was that their names were 
written in heaven! Jesus’ power over demons was nothing new. He was there when Satan and his 
followers were thrown out of heaven. He had always and would always have power and authority over 
the enemy. The real miracle was the gift of God’s grace in the forgiveness of sin and the granting of 
eternal, redeemed life. The disciples of Jesus had been given the gift of life in heaven! They had been 
redeemed from death to life. They had been transformed from enemies to children of God. This miracle 
of eternal life with God was the greatest miracle of all. Jesus told them to rejoice because of that gift! 
Today, the miracle of God’s gracious gift of salvation is still the greatest miracle of all. This is the miracle 
that should bring the greatest joy to our hearts! Have you received God’s gracious gift of salvation? Is 
your name written in heaven? If so, what’s the greatest miracle you can be a part of in the life of others in 
the harvest field? Pray, go, and rejoice! 

1. Why was power over the enemy so unimpressive to Jesus? How does this bring you courage in 
the work of Jesus in the harvest field? 

2. Jesus said that the real thing to rejoice over is the gift of having your name written in heaven! 
What does this mean? What does this statement reveal about the greatest miracle we can 
experience? 

3. Is your name written in heaven? If so, share your salvation testimony. If not, talk with the group 
about the gospel. If you believe that Jesus is the Son of God who the Father raised from the 
dead, then confess him as Lord in your life! If you are ready, do that today with your group. 

4. Does your salvation bring joy into your life in a practical way each day? How can you cultivate a 
growing joy over the gift of God’s grace in your life? Discuss, and pray. 
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