
Test vs. Temptation
James 1:13-18

Main Point: God doesn’t tempt us to sin; rather, God has the power to bring to life those who
are dead in sin.

God doesn’t tempt us to sin; we’re tempted by our own sinfulness (13-15).
- Starts with desire (14).
- Produces sin (15).
- Leads to death (15).

As James gave good advice about enduring tests or trials that come in life, he also made
a clear and important distinction: A trial or test is not the same as temptation. There are things
that God cannot do because those things would be against the very character of who God is.
God can’t lie. God can’t change. God can’t be tempted, and as a result there are things that God
won’t do. God won’t tempt anyone to sin. Instead, sin comes from within. We’re tempted to sin
not by God but by our own sinfulness. We don’t need any help when it comes to sin! Sin starts
with sinful desires in our hearts and heads. Those sinful desires lead to sinful conduct in our
words and actions, and sin – once expressed in our lives – leads to death. This is the problem
that every human faces. Everyone is sinful, and their sinfulness leads to sin, which inevitably
sentences them to death. James reinforced that our sin, as well as our spiritual and physical
death because of sin, isn’t God’s fault; it’s our fault. God’s not responsible for our sin; we are.
What an important distinction. We are often met with tests and trials in life. Many times those
trials are by God’s design to strengthen and to grow our faith, but the temptations we may face
in the midst of those trials – or the temptations that we may even view as a trial – aren’t from
God. Temptations come from within our own hearts, and sin makes us dead. What we need is a
Savior to save us from our sin. What we need is a miracle to raise us from the dead!

1. In Genesis 3 and in Matthew 4, who is it that tempts Eve in the garden and who is it that
tempts Jesus in the wilderness? What are some of the ways that Satan tempts us?

2. Does every temptation come from Satan? What does James 1:13-15 say about the
source of temptation? Doesn’t the presence of temptation in our hearts point to
sinfulness in our hearts? How does Romans 5:12-21 answer that question?

3. Have you ever experienced sinful desires that led to sinful behavior? Looking at this
process from desire to sin to death, what is the key thing that needs to change in order
to change temptation in our hearts? How can desires in our hearts change?

4. Pray for one another that God’s will would be done in your life and that God’s will for
your life would become the desire of your heart. Now pray for others!
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God is the source of all good gifts in life (16-18).
- God doesn’t change (17).
- God’s greatest gift is new life in Christ (18).

James didn’t want his brothers and sisters in Christ to be deceived. He wanted them to
know the truth that brings strength and protection. He wanted them to remember that everything
good in life comes from God. In the face of trials and with a true understanding of temptation,
James reminded the believers that they could trust God because he is good and because he
doesn’t change! In the midst of trials, remember the good gifts that God has given you in life.
Also, hold on to the reality that there’s “no variation or shadow due to change”  with God (17).
God and his Word are trustworthy because God doesn’t change, and the most important thing
that doesn’t change is the greatest gift that God gives. James reminded the believers that it was
God, who by his own will brought them from death to life through the word of truth. It was God,
who made these Christians firstfruits by faith through Christ. The language of the New
Testament powerfully presents the reality of how these believers were transferred from death to
life. The gift of their salvation came by the gracious will of their God! It was God’s desire and his
plan to save them, and God’s salvation came through the “word of truth,” which is the gospel of
Jesus Christ that they heard and believed. They were the “firstfruits” of the gospel! They were
the first Christians that were the first church! They were saved by God’s grace through faith in
the death and resurrection of Jesus! Today, these truths haven’t changed. God is still the source
of all good gifts, and God doesn’t change. Today, by God’s grace, he is still giving the greatest
gift of all, which is new life through his Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Don’t be deceived;
believe!

1. In the midst of trials, James reminded the believers to remember God’s good gifts in
life. What are the good gifts of God in your lives? Take time to make a list of all of the
good gifts in your lives, using that time to praise and to thank the Lord for his gifts.

2. Take time to search for and to share other verses that talk about the fact that God is
immutable or unchanging. Why is it important that God doesn’t change? How does the
truth about God’s consistency impact the way that you can trust him and live for him?

3. Study verse 18 carefully. Use blueletterbible.org to do word searches on the words in
this verse like “will,” “brought us forth,” and “firstfruits.” How does this verse point to the
greatest gift that God gives through his Son Jesus? Do you need this gift? Do you know
someone who needs this gift in their life? Discuss, and share!
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