
“Family is Foundational”
Genesis 1-2

Main Point: God’s plan for the family is foundational to his purpose in creation.

Foundations for God’s plan for the family:
God intentionally created man and woman as his image bearers (Gen. 1:26-31):

- To rule over creation (26) and
- To participate in the ongoing work of creation (28).

On the sixth day of creation, God did something unique in all of creation: He created something
that bore his image! Unlike the sun and stars, the land and seas, the plants and vegetables, or the birds
and beasts, God uniquely created man, who would reflect the image of the Lord and have the capacity --
above all other created things -- to have relationship with the Lord. Man was created in the likeness and
image of God, and man was given a unique and prominent role in God’s creation. God gave man the
authority to rule over creation. Over all of the living creatures on the earth, man had dominion. God also
gave man a purpose, which was enormous! God commanded men and women to be fruitful and to
multiply, filling the earth and ruling over it. Man had the incredible privilege of being a part of God’s
ongoing work of creation, creating new life and managing all of the animal life in creation. What does all
of this mean for us today? God’s design for men and women in the world is extremely important! Men
and women are the foundation of God’s purpose for creation. Men and women bear the image of God,
and they are given the authority and the mandate from God to rule over and to participate in the ongoing
work of creation!

1. Read Gen 1:26. What does it mean that mankind is made in the image or likeness of God? Look
to God’s Word for answers, and discuss.

2. What does it mean that mankind has been given dominion over living things on the earth?
3. Read Gen. 1:27. What does this verse say? What does it mean in terms of the value of human

life in general and the value of male and female specifically?
4. Read Gen. 1:28-30. What commands does God give to mankind? What provisions does God

give to mankind?

God personally created man for purposeful work in the world (Gen. 2:4-7, 15-17).
The creation was ready, but it wasn’t producing yet because God’s design for creation included

man’s work in creation. The Lord personally created man. Unlike everything else that was spoken into
existence, “God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life!”
What an incredible picture of the personal and purposeful creation of man, shaped and formed in the
image of God and given the very breath of life from the Lord! God’s plan for man was purposeful work in
the world. Man was placed in the garden for the purpose of working the garden and keeping the garden.
Man’s purposeful work in the world also included listening to and obeying the Lord, as God in his love
and grace gave man his first warning and only restriction in the world. What does all of this mean for us
today? God is the creator and life-giver of man, and men are created for purposeful work in the world.
Work is not a result of the fall and the curse of sin. Work is the blessing and purpose of God for life in his
creation! Men, you are created by God for purposeful work in the world.
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1. Read verses 4-7. How do these verses point towards purposeful work for man? Talk about the
creation of man, discussing how you see the uniqueness of this part of creation and the personal
nature of the creation of man. How do these verses remind men about their value and the source
of their lives and purpose in life?

2. Read Gen. 2:15. What was the work that God gave man to do? Why is this important? How does
it relate to our stewardship of creation? What does it say about our productivity in life? Why is it
important that work is a part of God’s design for life before the fall?

3. What’s significant about Gen. 2:16-17? This command came before God created woman. Is
there anything significant about that?

God personally created woman for purposeful work in the world (Gen. 2:18, 21-23).
Although man had relationship with God and purposeful work from God, the Lord said that it was

not good for man to be alone. In God’s goodness, he performed the first surgery in creation, putting man
to sleep and taking a rib from his side to use it to fashion and to form woman. The Lord brought the
woman to the man, and there was an instant recognition that this was the perfect helpmate and
companion for man. Woman was bone of man’s bone and flesh of man’s flesh. Women are also
personally created by God for purposeful relationship with man and help in God’s work in the world.
What does all of this mean for us today? God not only is the Creator of man, but he is also the Creator of
woman. He created both equally in his image yet complimentary in their purpose in creation. He created
them for purposeful relationship. Women, you are created by God for purposeful work in the world.

1. Read Gen. 2:18. What was the problem? What was God’s solution? What does this say about
the connection and significance between male and female?

2. Read Gen. 2:21-22. Talk about the creation of woman, discussing how you see the uniqueness
of this part of creation and the personal nature of the creation of woman. How do these verses
remind women about their value and the source of their lives and purpose in life?

3. Today, the world says that gender is a cultural construct and is disconnected from biological
sex. What does God’s Word say? Is gender a cultural construct that can change, or is it
essentially connected to biological sex?

God graciously created marriage as the foundational human relationship in creation (Gen. 2:24):
- To establish families (24) and
- To fulfill God’s purpose in creation (24).

Finally, God reveals his ultimate plan for the creation of man and woman and the intended
relationship for his purpose for them in the world. God established marriage! He created the
life-changing and lifetime lasting union of marriage between one woman and one man. The picture in
Gen. 2:24 is that marriage is a relationship when the man and the woman leave their families in order to
establish a new family! The two become one in identity and in purpose. The marriage union is God’s plan
for his purpose for men and women in creation. Through marriage, men and women can be fruitful and
multiply to fill the earth!  Through marriage, men and women have the help and companionship to carry
out God’s plans for ruling over and subduing creation. Marriage is the most foundational human
relationship in all of creation. In fact, God’s whole purpose for creation is enabled by this simple,
beautiful, foundational human relationship of marriage. What does all of this mean for us today? Male
and female matters to God. Marriage matters to God. Family matters to God! Except for relationship with
God, there’s nothing else more foundational to our God given purpose in creation than the family.

1. In Gen. 2:24, God established marriage as a human relationship that is uniquely connected to his
purpose for man and woman in creation. How does this verse emphasize this statement?

2. How are families emphasized in verse 24? How is the establishment of new families emphasized
in this verse? How is that connected to God’s initial command to men and women (Gen. 1:28)?

3. Spend time praying for marriages in our church. Pray for God’s work in giving our children a
biblical worldview of gender and marriage. Pray for your families, asking the Lord to help you find
real purpose in his purpose for your families and his work through your families.
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