
“Trusting God”
Job 1-2 & 38-42

Trusting God leads to worshiping God in every circumstance in life (1:22, 2:10b).
   In one unbelievable day, Job lost almost everything that he had in his life. His property and 
servants were all gone. His sons and his daughters were all dead. It was a day of overwhelming 
and unbearable pain. It was a test of Job’s faithfulness to his God. What would he do in the face 
of such tragedy? In response to devastating tragedy in his life, Job continued to bless and to 
honor the Lord. In the midst of great suffering, Job did not sin in his actions or in his words. 
Today, Job reminds us that in all circumstances — in the good and in the bad — we must 
respond in worship, reminding ourselves and others to bless and to honor the Lord. It’s in these 
moments that faithfulness to the Lord is a powerful testimony for the Lord. Job’s trust in God led 
him to worship God in the most difficult of circumstances in his life. Oh Lord, strengthen us to 
always be faithful, honoring you at all times in our lives!
1. What does Job 1 teach us about the power of Satan? How should this knowledge impact 

our trust of God in every circumstance in life?
2. Read Job 1:20-21. What stands out to you most about Job’s response to the initial 

devastation to his family and to his fortune? What does Job’s response teach us about a 
proper response in our lives in times of trouble?

3. Do you have a testimony — good or bad — of responding to tragedy in your life? Share your 
stories. Do you know someone who is responding in a negative way to tragedy in their life? 
Pray for them right now in your group.

Trusting God leads to listening to God over every other voice you hear (38:2).
   After Job’s friends had counseled him and Job in his frustration had begun to grow weary, the 
Lord finally spoke. God asked a rhetorical question to point to the difference between his words 
and man’s words. People speak from limited knowledge while God speaks from unlimited, 
exhaustive knowledge. The following questions (“Have you…?” “Can you…?” “Do you…?”) 
reveal this difference. Today, like Job, we must listen to the Lord over every other voice that 
claims to speak for God or to speak instead of God. God speaks from complete knowledge and 
offers perfect counsel through his Word! God’s words to Job remind us to humble ourselves 
before the Lord and to listen to his Word above all else. Oh Lord, please help us to trust you by 
listening to you over every other voice that speaks into our lives!
1. Look though Job 38-39. Take time to read several of the questions that God asked in these 

chapters, and then take a moment to discuss your answers to those questions. Who is the 
one who has, can, and did all of these things? What point is God emphasizing?

2. Read Job 38:2. What does God mean by “words without knowledge?” Connect this 
statement to the questions God asked, which you just discussed in the previous question, 
and then answer these questions: Who has words with knowledge? What does this mean 
about God’s Word in your life?
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3. What words without knowledge are competing for your attention today? What words without 
knowledge are speaking into the lives of your children or grandchildren today? How can you 
protect yourself from words without knowledge? How can share this story about Job with 
others to help direct them to words with knowledge?

Trusting God leads to trusting God with every question — answered or unanswered — in 
life (42:4).
   In Job’s final response to the Lord, he quotes from the very words that the Lord spoke to him 
(38:3; 40:7). God had spoken these words to Job as he questioned Job, helping to point out 
Job’s inability to answer the questions and revealing God’s superior knowledge to every 
question. In one sense, Job’s quote of God’s words is an acknowledgement that he understood 
the point that God had made! It was a surrender to the all-knowing God who Job simply needed 
to trust. In another sense, perhaps Job’s quote of God’s words was also a response, 
acknowledging that although God may not give Job the answer to every question, Job would 
trust God with every question — answered or unanswered — in his life. Today, you and I need 
to learn this lesson of faith. We may not have the answer to every question in life — like Job’s 
question of suffering — but we do know the God who knows the answer to every question in life. 
As a result, we can trust God with every question we’re confronted with in our lives.
1. Go back and read Job 38:3 and 40:7. Why did God say those words to Job? Why did Job 

quote these words back to God?
2. What was the lesson that Job learned about the wisdom of God? What was the point of 

God’s questions related to the faith of Job in trusting God? How do the words of the Lord 
that Job quoted remind us today to trust the Lord even when we don’t have answers to 
every question? Why?

3. Thinking about the people you prayed for earlier, who were responding negatively to 
tragedy, how could you encourage them with the story of Job? In your life, how does the 
story of Job encourage or challenge you today?
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